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C O V E R : 
Mečislovas Jurevičius, a laborer and 
church sexton, sentenced to three years 
strict regime labor camp in 1981. A member 
of the Lithuanian Helsinki Group, he was 
punished for allegedly organizing religious 
processions. He was released on March 
25, 1984. 
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I n t r o d u c t i o n 

I n 1 9 4 0 , w h e n t h e S o v i e t U n i o n o c c u p i e d L i t h u a n i a b y force, 
8 5 . 5 % o f t h e country ' s m o r e than 3 m i l l i o n i n h a b i t a n t s w e r e R o m a n 
C a t h o l i c , 4 . 5 % P r o t e s t a n t , 7 . 3 % J e w i s h , 2 . 5 % O r t h o d o x a n d 0 . 2 % 
o f o t h e r p e r s u a s i o n s . 

I n t h e two a r c h d i o c e s e s a n d four d i o c e s e s w e r e : 7 0 8 c h u r c h e s , 
3 1 4 c h a p e l s , 7 3 m o n a s t e r i e s , 8 5 c o n v e n t s , t h r e e a r c h b i s h o p s , n i n e 
b i s h o p s , 1 2 7 1 d i o c e s a n pr iests , 5 8 0 m o n k s , o f w h o m 1 6 8 w e r e pr iests . 
F o u r s e m i n a r i e s h a d 4 7 0 s tudents . T h e r e w e r e 9 5 0 n u n s . 

N u n s c a r e d for 3 5 k indergar tens , 1 0 o r p h a n a g e s , 2 5 h o m e s for 
t h e a g e d , t w o h o s p i t a l s , a y o u t h c e n t e r , a n d an i n s t i t u t e for t h e 
deaf-mute. 

O n J u n e 15, 1 9 4 0 , t h e R e d Army m a r c h e d into L i t h u a n i a ; t h e 
i n d e p e n d e n t g o v e r n m e n t was r e p l a c e d by a p u p p e t r e g i m e . 

O n J u l y 14-15, r igged e l e c t i o n s w e r e s taged. O n J u l y 21 ,wi th t h e 
R e d Army surrounding t h e a s s e m b l y h o u s e , t h e n e w P e o p l e ' s 
D i e t " u n a n i m o u s l y " d e c l a r e d L i t h u a n i a a S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c . 

O n J u n e 2 5 , 1 9 4 0 , t h e C h u r c h was d e c l a r e d separa te from t h e 
state, a n d t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e H o l y S e e was e x p e l l e d . 

Par i sh lands w e r e c o n f i s c a t e d , c l e r g y sa lar ies a n d p e n s i o n s w e r e 
c u t off, a n d t h e i r savings conf i sca ted . C h u r c h e s w e r e d e p r i v e d o f 
support. C a t h o l i c pr int ing plants w e r e c o n f i s c a t e d , a n d re l ig ious 
b o o k s d e s t r o y e d . 

O n J u n e 2 8 , 1 9 4 0 , t h e t e a c h i n g o f re l ig ion a n d r e c i t a t i o n o f 
prayers i n s c h o o l s was forbidden. T h e U n i v e r s i t y ' s D e p a r t m e n t o f 
T h e o l o g y a n d P h i l o s o p h y was a b o l i s h e d , a n d all pr ivate s c h o o l s w e r e 
n a t i o n a l i z e d . T h e s e m i n a r i e s a t Vi lkav i šk i s a n d T e l š i a i w e r e c l o s e d , 
a n d t h e s e m i n a r y at K a u n a s was p e r m i t t e d to o p e r a t e on a very 
l i m i t e d s c a l e . T h e c l e r g y w e r e s p i e d u p o n cons tant ly . 

O n J u n e 15, 1 9 4 1 , 3 4 , 2 6 0 L i t h u a n i a n s w e r e p a c k e d off i n cat t le-
cars t o u n d i s c l o s e d points i n the S o v i e t U n i o n . After W o r l d W a r I I , 
t h e mass d e p o r t a t i o n s r e s u m e d and c o n t i n u e d unt i l 1 9 5 3 . 

V i n c e n t a s B o r i s e v i č i u s , B i s h o p o f T e l š i a i , was a r r e s t e d o n F e b ­
ruary 3, 1 9 4 6 , a n d c o n d e m n e d to d e a t h after a s e c r e t tr ial . B e f o r e 
year ' s e n d , h i s auxi l iary, B i s h o p P r a n a s R a m a n a u s k a s , was a l so ar­
r e s t e d a n d d e p o r t e d t o S i b e r i a . B i s h o p T e o f i l i u s M a t u l i o n i s o f Kai­
šiadorys a n d A r c h b i s h o p M e č i s l o v a s R e i n y s o f V i l n i u s w e r e d e p o r t e d 
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to a S i b e r i a n l a b o r c a m p . A r c h b i s h o p R e i n y s p e r i s h e d in pr i son at 
V l a d i m i r , N o v e m b e r 8 , 1 9 5 3 . By 1 9 4 7 , L i t h u a n i a was left with a 
s ing le b i s h o p , K a z i m i e r a s Pal tarokas , o f P a n e v ė ž y s . H e d i e d i n 1 9 5 8 . 

I n 1 9 4 7 , t h e last c o n v e n t s a n d m o n a s t e r i e s w e r e c l o s e d , t h e i r 
c o m m u n i t i e s d i s p e r s e d , a n d all m o n a s t i c ins t i tut ions w e r e o u t l a w e d 

After S t a l i n ' s d e a t h in 1 9 5 3 , t h e r e was a s l ight i m p r o v e m e n t 
i n t h e re l ig ious s i tuat ion. B i s h o p s M a t u l i o n i s and R a m a n a u s k a s w e r e 
a l l o w e d to return to L i t h u a n i a , b u t not to m i n i s t e r to t h e i r 
d i o c e s e s or to c o m m u n i c a t e with t h e c l e r g y or laity. 

B i s h o p R a m a n a u s k a s d i e d i n 1 9 5 9 , a n d A r c h b i s h o p M a t u l i o n i s 
in 1 9 6 3 . 

I n 1 9 5 5 , t w o n e w b i s h o p s w e r e a p p o i n t e d b y R o m e a n d con­
s e c r a t e d : J u l i j o n a s S t e p o n a v i č i u s a n d Pet ras M a ž e l i s . S t e p o n a v i č i u s 
has n e v e r b e e n p e r m i t t e d t o a d m i n i s t e r his d i o c e s e . 

B i s h o p V i n c e n t a s S l a d k e v i č i u s , c o n s e c r a t e d i n 1 9 5 7 , was k e p t 
u n d e r s e v e r e g o v e r n m e n t res t r ic t ions unt i l 1 9 8 2 . I n 1 9 6 5 , M o n s i g n o r 
J u o z a s L a b u k a s - M a t u l a i t i s was c o n s e c r a t e d i n R o m e t o h e a d t h e 
A r c h d i o c e s e o f K a u n a s a n d t h e D i o c e s e o f Vi lkav i šk i s . T w o n e w 
b i s h o p s w e r e c o n s e c r a t e d i n 1 9 6 9 : B i s h o p R o m u a l d a s Kr ikšč iū­
nas was a p p o i n t e d A p o s t o l i c Adminis t ra tor o f the D i o c e s e o f P a n e ­
vėžys, and B i s h o p L i u d v i k a s P o v i l o n i s was a p p o i n t e d auxi l iary to 
B i s h o p L a b u k a s , a n d s u c c e e d e d h i m after his d e a t h i n 1 9 7 9 . 

In 1 9 8 2 , B i s h o p S l a d k e v i č i u s was p e r m i t t e d to return to h i s 
d i o c e s e a s A p o s t o l i c Admini s t ra tor o f Kaiš iadorys . F a t h e r Antanas 
V a i č i u s was n a m e d b i s h o p a n d Aposto l ic Adminis t ra tor o f t h e D i o c e s e 
o f T e l š i a i a n d t h e P r e l a t u r e o f K l a i p ė d a . 

R e l a x a t i o n o f p r e s s u r e o n re l ig ious b e l i e v e r s soon r e v e a l e d that 
t h e L i t h u a n i a n p e o p l e w e r e still d e e p l y re l ig ious . I t was d e c i d e d in 
t h e mid-fifties t o r e s u m e t h e attack. T h e pr inc ipa l m e a n s o f at tack 
w o u l d b e u n l i m i t e d moral pres sure , s i n c e p h y s i c a l ter ror s e e m e d 
only to s t r e n g t h e n a n d unify t h e faithful. 

In 1 9 7 2 , t h e Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, 

c l a n d e s t i n e l y p u b l i s h e d in that country, b e g a n to r e a c h t h e free wor ld 
a t i r regular intervals . Pr imar i ly i n t e n d e d to k e e p C a t h o l i c s in L i t h u ­
ania i n f o r m e d o f t h e s i tuat ion o f t h e C h u r c h t h e r e , t h e s e L i t h u a n i a n 
samizdat a l so serve as a c o n s t a n t a p p e a l to t h e free w o r l d not 
to forget t h e p l ight of a p e o p l e s t ruggl ing aga ins t o v e r w h e l m ­
ing odds to d e f e n d t h e i r re l ig ious b e l i e f s a n d to rega in t h e i r 
b a s i c h u m a n rights. 

Rev. Casimir Pugevičius 

T r a n s l a t o r 
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Appear ing s i n c e 1 9 7 2 

I f you can , r e p r o d u c e th is! 

R e a d this and pass i t on! 

T h i s i s s u e i s d e d i c a t e d t o h o n o r i n g t h e f i f ty-year j u b i l e e o f t he 

f i rs t L i t h u a n i a n E u c h a r i s t i c C o n g r e s s , a n d t h e c o n s e c r a t i o n o f 

the nat ion to t he S a c r e d H e a r t o f J e s u s . 

C H R O N I C L E O F T H E C A T H O L I C C H U R C H 

I N L I T H U A N I A , NO. 6 3 

In this i s sue : 

1 . To H i s E x c e l l e n c y , B i s h o p - D e s i g n a t e Ba l t ak i s 4 

2 . C a t h o l i c L i t h u a n i a C o m m e m o r a t e s the F i f t i e th Anniversa ry 

of its C o n s e c r a t i o n to t he S a c r e d H e a r t of J e s u s 4 

3 . E c h o e s o f the J u b i l e e Y e a r o f Sa in t C a s i m i r 8 

4 . Are T h e r e Any G r o u n d s for accus ing Msgr . Olšauskas o f 

M u r d e r ? 11 

5 . L e t t e r o f F a t h e r J o n a s D a n y l a t o the Ed i to r s o f the 

R a y o n N e w s p a p e r , " P i r m y n " 1 6 

6 . We Are Grateful for t he Sac r i f i ce 25 

7 . O u r P r i sone r s 2 6 

8 . Ra ids and In te r roga t ions 31 

9 . N e w s from the D i o c e s e s 38 

10 . I n the S o v i e t S c h o o l 55 

L i t h u a n i a J u l y 1, 1 9 8 4 

Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania No. 63 3 



T O H I S E X C E L L E N C Y , B I S H O P - D E S I G N A T E B A L T A K I S 

M o s t h o n o r a b l e B i s h o p o f our nat ion, w e s i n c e r e l y c o n g r a t u l a t e 
you o n your a p p o i n t m e n t b y t h e H o l y F a t h e r for s u c h n o b l e 
dut ies — to c a r e for t h e re l ig ious life of our fe l low c o u n t r y m e n , 
t h e l iv ing C h u r c h o f our nat ion. C a t h o l i c L i t h u a n i a prays for 
G o d ' s a b u n d a n t b l e s s i n g s o n your E x c e l l e n c y , a n d c o m m e n d s 
h e r s e l f to your love a n d c o n c e r n . 

C A T H O L I C L I T H U A N I A C O M M E M O R A T E S T H E F I F T I E T H 
A N N I V E R S A R Y O F I T S C O N S E C R A T I O N T O T H E 

S A C R E D H E A R T O F J E S U S 

On J u l y 1 , 1 9 3 4 , L i t h u a n i a was c o n s e c r a t e d to t h e S a c r e d 
H e a r t o f J e s u s . F o r fifty years t h e H e a r t o f J e s u s — its G r e a t 
L o v e — has b e e n l e a d i n g L i t h u a n i a a n d h e r C h u r c h o n t h e hard 
road o f advers i ty . L o o k i n g b a c k a t t h e years w h i c h h a v e p a s s e d , 
w e m u s t thank t h e H e a r t o f J e s u s that i n confus ion, dif f icult ies 
a n d p e r s e c u t i o n s , s u c h as t h e C h u r c h in L i t h u a n i a h a d not 
e x p e r i e n c e d for six c e n t u r i e s , i t has not, thanks to t h e support 
o f G o d ' s love, lost its way. I t has h e l d u p u n d e r t h e o p p r e s s i o n 
o f the a thei s t s , a n d survived u n b o w e d . 

L e t u s reca l l t h e Sta l in e ra : A r c h b i s h o p M e č i s l o v a s R e i n y s , 
B i s h o p T e o f i l i u s M a t u l i o n i s a n d B i s h o p P r a n a s R a m a n a u s k a s w e r e 
i m p r i s o n e d ; B i s h o p B o r i s e v i č i u s was shot; a great n u m b e r o f t h e 
pr ies t s w e n t t h e way o f t h e G u l a g ; c h u r c h e s , s e m i n a r i e s , m o n a s ­
t e r i e s a n d c o n v e n t s w e r e c o n f i s c a t e d a n d c l o s e d . T h e nat ion was 
left w i t h o u t s u i t a b l e l eaders , w i t h o u t a re l ig ious press a n d w i t h o u t 
c a t e c h i s m for the c h i l d r e n . 

P r i e s t s w e r e forb idden not only to c a t e c h i s e , b u t a l so to vis i t 
t h e faithful. A pastor w h o w a n t e d to invi te a pr ies t to h e l p out on 
re l ig ious o c c a s i o n s had to go t h e way of t h e cross in o r d e r to 
obta in g o v e r n m e n t p e r m i s s i o n : o n e was dis loyal t o t h e a t h e i s t i c 
r e g i m e , a n o t h e r ' s s e r m o n s w e r e too good, e t c . As a re su l t o f t h e 
a t h e i s t i c p s y c h o s i s d u r i n g t h e las t y e a r s o f K r u s h c h e v ' s r e g i m e , 
a s c a n t c o u p l e o f s e m i n a r i a n s i n e a c h c l a s s c o u l d s t u d y a t t h e 
s e m i n a r y i n K a u n a s . T w o b i s h o p s , J u l i j o n a s S t e p o n a v i č i u s a n d 
V i n c e n t a s S l a d k e v i č i u s w e r e b a n n e d from t h e i r d i o c e s e ; a n d i n 
t h e i r p l a c e s , V i c a r s C a p i t u l a r w e r e s e n t t o t h e S e c o n d V a t i c a n 
C o u n c i l . 
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Archbishop Teofilius Matulionis, of Kaišiadorys, im­
prisoned for nearly a quarter-century during the Stalin era. 

And m i r a c l e of m i r a c l e s , u n d e r such cond i t ions , a re l ig ious 

rev iva l ! T h e s e e d o f t he p e r s e c u t i o n o f t he nat ion dur ing the 

pos t -War years and o f t he sufferings o f the sons and daughte rs 

of the C h u r c h was not in vain; i t i s b e a r i n g fruit. T h e efforts of 

the a the is t s w e r e in vain. I t i s i m p o s s i b l e to rewr i t e his tory. 
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T h e n a m e s a s s o c i a t e d wi th L i t h u a n i a ' s r e l i g i o u s rev iva l a re 
w e l l - k n o w n t o d a y t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d : B i s h o p s — H i s E x ­
c e l l e n c y , B i s h o p - i n - E x i l e J u l i j o n a s S t e p o n a v i č i u s a n d h i s long­
t i m e b r o t h e r i n e x i l e , B i s h o p V i n c e n t a s S l a d k e v i č i u s ; t h e priest-
p r i s o n e r s : A n t a n a s Š e š k e v i č i u s , J u o z a s Z d e b s k i s , V i r g i l i j u s J a u -
ge l i s ; Ni jo lė S a d ū n a i t ė , Vladas L a p i e n i s , G e m m a S t a n e l y t ė , Anas­
tazas J a n u l i s ; t h e d e f e n d e r s o f b a s i c h u m a n r ights, t h e m e m b e r s 
o f t h e H e l s i n k i G r o u p : Viktoras P e t k u s , Vytautas V a i č i ū n a s , M e č i s ­
lovas J u r e v i č i u s and a host of o thers . 

T h e u n d e r g r o u n d C a t h o l i c press , i l l ega l ly opera t ing re l ig ious 
c o m m u n i t i e s o f m e n and w o m e n , t h e c o r r e s p o n d e n c e - c o u r s e s e m i n ­
ary, t h e F r i e n d s o f t h e E u c h a r i s t m o v e m e n t , t h e C a t h o l i c C o m m i t t e e 
for the D e f e n s e o f B e l i e v e r s ' Right s , t e m p e r e n c e act iv i t ies , pro­
c e s s i o n s o f prayer t o Ši luva, t o t h e fortress-hil l o f M e š k u i č i a i — 
t h r e e t i m e s bull-dozed b u t o n c e again a d o r n e d with crosses . . . 
a n d m a n y o t h e r beaut i fu l e x a m p l e s dur ing this hal f-century wil l be 
r e c o r d e d i n t h e history o f the h o m e l a n d a n d t h e C h u r c h . K n o w i n g 
u n d e r w h a t o p p r e s s i v e c o n d i t i o n s all this c a m e about, g r e w a n d 
spread, i t is i m p o s s i b l e to exp la in apart from the t h e p r o t e c t i o n 
o f t h e H e a r t o f J e s u s , p r o m i s e d t o t h o s e w h o have c o n s e c r a t e d 
t h e m s e l v e s to it. 

A t h e i s t i c o p p r e s s i o n , i n t e n s i f i e d on t h e e v e o f t h e fiftieth 
j u b i l e e o f t h e d e d i c a t i o n o f L i t h u a n i a t o t h e S a c r e d H e a r t o f J e s u s , 
is a sign from h e a v e n , as it w e r e , a r e m i n d e r and a m a n d a t e not 
to rest on our laurels , not to forget that m o s t impor tant of all are 
sacr i f ice a n d fai thfulness, not to forget that, " Y o u are My nat ion 
a n d there fore , with M e , you m u s t suffer a n d s a c r i f i c e ! " 

T o d a y , t h e a the i s t s are trying to p u s h b a c k t h e re l ig ious re­
vival o f t h e nat ion m o r e o r less t w e n t y years . T h e m o s t zea lous 
pr ies ts o f L i t h u a n i a , Alfonsas Svar inskas a n d Sig i tas T a m k e v i č i u s , 
h a v e b e e n a r r e s t e d a n d tr ied. 

T h e y are trying t o crush t h e c a t e c h i z i n g o f c h i l d r e n led b y 
t h e pr iests , to forbid c h i l d r e n to serve at M a s s a n d to m a k e pr ies ts 
ask p e r m i s s i o n to invi te this or that p r ie s t for re l ig ious c e l e b r a t i o n s . 
T h e K G B i s t rying to inter fere in e l e c t i o n s to pr ie s t s ' c o u n c i l s 
a n d e s p e c i a l l y t o s e e that t h e i r own h a n d - p i c k e d c a n d i d a t e s b e c o m e 
c o n s u l t o r s . I t i s t rying in e v e r y way p o s s i b l e to r e d u c e t h e effect 
o f c e l e b r a t i o n s a n d c o m m e m o r a t i o n s a t t h e great shr ines o f L i t h ­
uania . 

F o r e x a m p l e , C o m m i s s i o n e r for R e l i g i o u s Affairs, Pet ras 
Ani l ioni s , i s ter ror iz ing B i s h o p Antanas V a i č i u s o f T e l š i a i in an 
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Gemma-Jadvyga Stanelytė, arrested in 1980 for allegedly 
organizing a religious procession, was released on 
February 16, 1982. 

a t t e m p t to p r e v e n t t h e a n n o u n c e m e n t o f a pr ie s t s ' day a t Ž e m a i č i ų 
Kalvari ja, a n d to p r e v e n t t h e b i s h o p a n d pr ies ts from m a k i n g t h e 
W a y of t h e C r o s s t o g e t h e r with t h e p e o p l e . A l l e g e d l y , this i s a 
b r e a c h o f t h e law regard ing re l i g ious a s s o c i a t i o n s . 

P r i e s t s are a l l o w e d to pray o n l y in t h e i r o w n p a r i s h e s , a n d 
t h e y are s tr ict ly f o r b i d d e n t o m a k e t h e W a y o f t h e C r o s s wi th 
t h e p e o p l e . " L e t t h e p e o p l e m a k e t h e W a y o f t h e C r o s s t h e m s e l v e s , " 
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a n d w h e n t h e y d o m a k e i t t h e m s e l v e s , t h e a theis t s wi l l b e m o r e 
e n c o u r a g e d t o m a k e use o f e x t r e m e m e a s u r e s . 

A c o u p l e of years ago, w h e n a g o v e r n m e n t official in P a n e ­
vėžys s u m m o n e d t h e d e a n s o f t h e d i o c e s e a n d b e g a n t o exp la in 
t o t h e m that o n l y b e l i e v e r s can b e c h a i r m e n o f c h u r c h c o m m i t t e e s , 
o n e o f t h e pr ies ts asked, " A n d w h a t i f t h e pr ies t i s a lso a b e l i e v e r ? " 

T h a t t i m e , t h e official a p o l o g i z e d . N o w t h e y are trying e v e r y 
m e a n s to drive a w e d g e b e t w e e n t h e pr ies t a n d t h e p e o p l e , e v e n 
forb idding t h e m t o pray t o g e t h e r . O f c o u r s e , i f t h e pr ies ts are 
" g o o d " , i f t h e y forget t h e c o n v i c t e d pr ies t s Alfonsas Svar inskas 
a n d Sig i tas T a m k e v i č i u s , do not pray for t h e m p u b l i c l y a n d do 
not r e q u e s t i n var ious pet i t ions that t h e y b e r e l e a s e d , t h e govern­
m e n t atheis t s p r o m i s e t o i n c r e a s e t h e quota o f s e m i n a r i a n s . W h a t 
g o o d i s this sop i f t h e K G B tr ies t o g e t m o r e a n d m o r e o f its own 
a g e n t s in to t h e s e m i n a r y ? 

T h e s e are j u s t a few e x a m p l e s o f a t h e i s t i c o p p r e s s i o n u n d e r 
w h i c h t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h in L i t h u a n i a i s l iv ing a n d suffering 
as i t c e l e b r a t e s t h e fiftieth anniver sary o f t h e c o n s e c r a t i o n o f 
L i t h u a n i a t o t h e S a c r e d H e a r t o f J e s u s . 

R e n e w i n g t h e c o n s e c r a t i o n m a d e fifty years ago, w e p l a c e 
our h o p e i n t h e H e a r t o f J e s u s , b u r n i n g with love. W i t h s i n c e r e 
faith, we repeat , j u s t as we did fifty years ago: 

H e a r t o f J e s u s , m a y Y o u r K i n g d o m c o m e t o our d e a r L i t h ­
uania . T o that e n d w e wi l l sacr i f ice a n d w o r k ! 

E C H O E S O F T H E J U B I L E E Y E A R O F S A I N T C A S I M I R 

K a u n a s 

O n M a r c h 4 , 1 9 8 4 , a smal l group o f y o u n g p e o p l e g a t h e r e d 
from various p l a c e s in L i t h u a n i a a t t h e t o m b of S a i n t C a s i m i r in 
t h e C h u r c h o f S S . P e t e r a n d P a u l i n V i l n i u s t o pray, r e a d v e r s e 
a n d s ing h y m n s . 

A t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f J u n e , 1 9 8 4 , t h e in ter rogat ions b e g a n i n 
K G B offices, a t work a n d in s c h o o l , for par t ic ipat ion in the 
c o m m e m o r a t i o n o f t h e J u b i l e e o f S a i n t C a s i m i r , a n d i n the 
program w h i c h took p l a c e o n that o c c a s i o n . 

F r o m K a u n a s M i d d l e S c h o o l 7 , K G B A g e n t J o n a s M a t u l e v i č i u s 
took pr imary grades t e a c h e r M i s s L a i m u t ė T r u s k a u s k a i t ė t o K G B 
h e a d q u a r t e r s for in ter rogat ion. T h e c h e k i s t was d i s p l e a s e d b e c a u s e 
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M i s s T r u s k a u s k a i t ė h a d p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e S a i n t C a s i m i r c e l e ­
brat ion in V i l n i u s , a n d he s c o l d e d h e r for wr i t ing le t ters to 
pr i soners , s o m e of w h i c h lay u n d e l i v e r e d on a d e s k in t h e office. 
M a t u l e v i č i u s t r ied to p r e s s u r e M i s s T r u s k a u s k a i t ė into wri t ing a 
s t a t e m e n t p r o m i s i n g t o m e n d h e r ways. T h e s u b j e c t o f t h e 
interrogat ion, e x p l a i n i n g that a c c o r d i n g to h e r b e l i e f s i t was t h e 
duty of e v e r y C a t h o l i c to do so, re fused to wri te any a s s u r a n c e s . 

Tomb of St. Casimir over the high altar of the Church of SS. Peter and Paul in 
Antakalnis, Vilnius. The saint's remains were transferred here in 1953, 
when the Soviet authorities confiscated the original resting place, the 
Cathedral of Vilnius. 
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A n g e r e d , t h e c h e k i s t w a r n e d M i s s T r u s k a u s k a i t ė that h e c o u l d 
t h r o w h e r into t h e ce l la r s a n d k e e p h e r t h e r e wi th t h e rats 
for t h r e e days. After two hours of in terrogat ion, p r o m i s i n g that t h e r e 
w o u l d b e a n o t h e r m e e t i n g b e t w e e n t h e m soon, i n w h i c h " t h e 
t o n e o f t h e c o n v e r s a t i o n w o u l d b e q u i t e d i f ferent," C h e k i s t 
M a t u l e v i č i u s l e t M i s s T r u s k a u s k a i t ė go. 

M i s s V i l ė M a s y t ė , o f K a u n a s , was s tern ly r e p r i m a n d e d b y 
t h e admini s t ra t ion o f t h e M a ž y l i s S c h o o l o f M e d i c i n e i n K a u n a s 
for h e r par t ic ipat ion i n t h e c e l e b r a t i o n o f t h e J u b i l e e o f S a i n t 
C a s i m i r . 

Antanas Ž i l i n s k a s was in ter rogated a n d l e c t u r e d b y p e r s o n s 
a u t h o r i z e d b y S a n a u t o Ūkis ( the R e s c u e V e h i c l e s Off ice) o f K a u n a s . 

J o l a n t a G r e b l i a u s k a i t ė h a d a talk wi th r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of 
t h e K a u n a s M e a t C o m b i n e . 

T h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e K a u n a s C l i n i c s e x p r e s s e d c o n c e r n 
a b o u t M i s s G i e d r ė C i b a u s k a i t ė a n d M i s s I l o n a Š u p e n y t ė . 

T h e K G B a n d t e a c h e r s w e r e e s p e c i a l l y d i s p l e a s e d b y t h e 
p o e m s r e c i t e d a t S a i n t C a s i m i r ' s t o m b , a n d e s p e c i a l l y t h e fo l lowing: 

The nation promises you, Saint Casimir 

On the graves of the heroes and by the blood of the 

martyrs! 

On all the fortress-hills we will kindle a new fire — 

Lithuania will never submit to any oppressors! 

The Nemunas was silent, constrained by the centuries 

The Nemunas longed for freedom and for storms... 

Let lightening rend the sky black with troubles, 

Let it burst into tears of torrential rain and wash away 

accumulated faults! 

The nation promises you, Saint Casimir, 

To stand beneath the cross and await the dawn. 

U t e n a 
I n t h e spr ing o f 1 9 8 4 , U t e n a Rayon c h u r c h c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s 

w e r e a d d r e s s e d b y t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e Off ice for R e l i g i o u s 
Affairs. He t r i e d to exp la in w h a t great c r i m i n a l s t h e pr ies ts 
Alfonsas Svar inskas a n d Sig i tas T a m k e v i č i u s w e r e , a n d t r ied to 
i n c i t e c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s t o take o v e r t h e admini s t ra t ion o f 
par i shes from t h e pastors . 
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T h e s p e a k e r was a n n o y e d a t s t a t e m e n t s b y F a t h e r P a u l i u s 
R a b i k a u s k a s over V a t i c a n R a d i o c o n c e r n i n g S a i n t C a s i m i r . T h e 
l e c t u r e r was e s p e c i a l l y d i s p l e a s e d b y F a t h e r R a b i k a u s k a s ' o p i n i o n 
o f t h e ar t ic le , " H o w C a s i m i r B e c a m e a S a i n t " , b y D o c e n t V . 
Laura i t i s , a doctora l c a n d i d a t e in his tory Komjaunimo tiesa (Truth 

for Communist Youth), O c t o b e r 2 3 , 1 9 8 2 . A c c o r d i n g to t h e latter, 
i t i s not t h e b u s i n e s s o f pr iests to c r i t i c i z e t h e work of h i s tor ians, 
o r t o j u d g e w h e t h e r graduate d e g r e e s h a v e b e e n c o r r e c t l y a c c o r d e d 
to propagators o f a t h e i s m . 

P o l e k ė l ė (Radvi l i šk i s R a y o n ) 
O n M a r c h 4 , 1 9 8 4 , i n the c h u r c h o f P o l e k ė l ė , t h e F e a s t o f 

S a i n t C a s i m i r was b e i n g c e l e b r a t e d . L o c a l author i t i e s w e r e 
c o n c e r n e d that t h e r e l i g i o u s fes t iva l n o t b e c o m e a s o l e m n c o m ­
m e m o r a t i o n o f t h e J u b i l e e o f S a i n t C a s i m i r . T h e c o m m u n a l farm 
c h a i r m a n s e n t a w o m a n to t h e pastor o f P o l e k ė l ė , F a t h e r K ę s t u t i s 
D a k n e v i č i u s , a sk ing h i m not to h a v e any p r o c e s s i o n or gues t 
pr iests on t h e feast day. T h e pastor said that he w o u l d not 
d o w n - g r a d e t h e c e l e b r a t i o n o f t h e f e a s t , a n d t h a t e v e r y t h i n g 
w o u l d b e d o n e b y t h e b o o k . O n t h e feast day, a K G B c a r was 
parked i n front o f t h e c h u r c h doors. M e n i n c iv i l i an garb w a t c h e d 
t h e s e r v i c e s , a n d e s p e c i a l l y t h e p r o c e s s i o n , a n d t h e y o u n g p e o p l e 
par t ic ipat ing in it. 

A R E T H E R E A N Y G R O U N D S F O R A C C U S I N G 
M S G R . O L Š A U S K A S O F M U R D E R ? 

T h e a t h e i s t i c g o v e r n m e n t , hav ing g o n e ten years wi thout 
arres t ing any pr ies t s , a n d hav ing n o w a r r e s t e d a n d s e n t e n c e d t o 
long t e r m s o f i m p r i s o n m e n t two o f t h e m o s t e x e m p l a r y pr ies ts i n 
L i t h u a n i a , Alfonsas Svar inskas a n d Sig i tas T a m k e v i č i u s , has s e e n 
that a m o n g t h e b e l i e v i n g faithful, t h e m o r a l author i ty o f t h e a r r e s t e d 
pr ies ts , c a l l e d e x t r e m i s t s b y t h e a thei s t s , has o n l y grown. T h e y 
h a v e b e e n u n a b l e in t h e press to g ive any a r g u m e n t s prov ing 
t h e " g u i l t " o f t h e pr ies t s . T h e a the i s t s are trying t o d i m i n i s h t h e 
effect o f t h e harsh s e n t e n c e o n t h e p u b l i c b y d r e d g i n g u p old 
h i s tor ies from t h e forgotten past. T h e v are us ing for this t h e 
p r e - w a r c a s e o f M s g r . K o n s t a n t i n a s O l š a u s k a s , o n w h i c h a two-
part L i t h u a n i a n t e l e v i s i o n film, Devynai nuopuolio ratai (Descent 

to the Ninth Circle) a p p e a r i n g in t h e m i d d l e of M a y , was 
b a s e d . 
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W i t h this fi lm, as the a theis t s t h e m s e l v e s testify (Kalba 

Vilnius — Vilnius Speaking, M a y ) , an a t t e m p t is b e i n g m a d e 
t o te l l t h e p u b l i c : " T h o s e c o n v i c t e d e x t r e m i s t pr iests , b e l o v e d 
a n d d e f e n d e d by you, a re j u s t as m u c h c r i m i n a l s as was Msgr . 
O l š a u s k a s ; e v e n i n your I n d e p e n d e n t L i t h u a n i a t h e s a m e k i n d o f 
e x t r e m i s t pr ies t was s e n t e n c e d . " 

H e n c e , i t i s impor tant that t h e L i t h u a n i a n p e o p l e , c o n s t a n t l y 
d e c e i v e d b y a t h e i s t i c propaganda, k n o w t h e truth about t h e c h a r g e s 
fabr icated by Nat iona l i s t Party l ibera l s w h o w e r e trying to thwart 
t h e C a t h o l i c m o v e m e n t i n L i t h u a n i a . W i t h t h e passage o f t i m e , 
n e w informat ion has c o m e to l ight s h o w i n g that t h e a l legat ion 
o f m u r d e r a i m e d a t Msgr . Ol šauskas was w i t h o u t grounds. 

T h e aforesa id c a s e was a n a l y z e d i n t h e l ight o f t h e n e w 
information in a b o o k by an author l iv ing in L i t h u a n i a . To 
b l o c k t h e a t h e i s t s ' s c h e m e , w e s u b m i t a s u m m a r y o f t h e b o o k 
m e n t i o n e d a b o v e . 

K o n s t a n t i n a s Olšauskas was born April 2 2 , 1 8 6 7 , in B u r b a i č i a i , 
P l u n g ė Rayon. On April 18, 1 9 3 3 , he was m u r d e r e d n e a r L a u k ž e m ė , 
K r e t i n g a Rayon. 

He was a n o t e d C a t h o l i c socia l act ionis t . In 1 8 9 2 , he graduated 
from t h e Spir i tua l A c a d e m y o f Pet rograd . I n 1 9 0 6 , h e e s t a b l i s h e d 
t h e S a i n t J o s e p h S o c i e t y o f C h r i s t i a n W o r k e r s . H e was o n e o f t h e 
founders of t h e S a i n t C a s i m i r S o c i e t y a n d of t h e Saulė (Sun) 

S o c i e t y . T h e S o c i e t y o f S a i n t C a s i m i r c o n c e r n e d i t s e l f wi th t h e 
C a t h o l i c press . T h e Saulė S o c i e t y f o u n d e d q u i t e a few s c h o o l s . 

F r o m 1 9 1 4 to 1 9 1 6 , he w o r k e d with a c o m m i t t e e for t h e 
r e l i e f o f L i t h u a n i a n war v i c t i m s . ( T h e L i t h u a n i a n C e n t r a l C o m ­
m i t t e e for t h e R e l i e f o f W a r V i c t i m s o r L i t h u a n i a n C e n t r a l R e l i e f 
C o m m i t t e e — Lietuvių Centrinis Komitetas Nukentėjusiems nuo 

Karo Šelpti — It was in t h e faci l i t ies of t h e C o m m i t t e e that 
t h e D e c l a r a t i o n o f I n d e p e n d e n c e was la ter s i g n e d b y t h e C o u n c i l 
of L i t h u a n i a . S e e Encyclopedia Lituanica, V o l . 3, p. 3 8 8 — T r a n s . 
N o t e ) F r o m 1 9 1 6 t o 1 9 1 8 , h e s e r v e d o n t h e s ta f f o f t h e L i t h u ­
a n i a n In format ion B u r e a u in S w i t z e r l a n d . 

W h e n i n 1 9 2 8 , M r s . S tan i s lava U s t j a n a u s k i e n ė d i e d u n d e r 
s t range c i r c u m s t a n c e s , t h e N a t i o n a l i s t g o v e r n m e n t , i n v o l v e d in a 
s truggle aga ins t t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h , a c c u s e d Msgr . O l š a u s k a s o f 
h a n g i n g her , a n d e v e n though i t had n o real e v i d e n c e , s e n t e n c e d 
h i m in 1 9 2 9 to six years in pr i son. In 1 9 3 1 , he was g iven a m n e s t y . 

U s i n g t h e s e i n c i d e n t s , t h e a the i s t s o f L i t h u a n i a h a v e m a d e 
a t e l e v i s i o n film, trying w i t h t h i s c a l u m n y to u n d e r m i n e the 
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authori ty o f pr ies t s i n t h e e y e s o f t h e L i t h u a n i a n p u b l i c . 
M a n y a p e r s o n s e e i n g that film c a n ask w h e t h e r this i s 

h i s tor ica l fact, or j u s t s l a n d e r ar i s ing from ill wil l . 
W h y did F a t h e r O l š a u s k a s b e c o m e fr iends wi th M r s . Ust jan-

a u s k i e n ė ? 
I n 1 8 9 4 , a s p a s t o r i n D e b e i k i a i , h e i n v i t e d M r s . U s t j a n -

a u s k i e n ė t o tu tor h i s b r o t h e r a n d s i s ter , w h o w e r e l i v ing i n t h e 
rectory . L a t e r , in o r d e r to carry out h i s far - r e a c h i n g pro jec t s , 
h e h a d b o r r o w e d severa l t h o u s a n d C z a r i s t r u b l e s from her . I n 
this way, s h e b e c a m e a c l o s e a s s o c i a t e o f t h e m o n s i g n o r . 

T h e film portrays F a t h e r O l š a u s k a s as h a v i n g h a d a son, 
R i č a r d a s , b y M r s U s t j a n a u s k i e n ė . I s this fac tua l? 

I t i s not factual ! Ričardas was b o r n in 1 8 9 9 , in W a r s a w . 
B e f o r e l e a v i n g for P o l a n d , Mrs . U s t j a n a u s k i e n ė last saw O l š a u s k a s 
in D e b e i k i a i in 1 8 9 7 . I t was for that r e a s o n that O l š a u s k a s , 
dur ing t h e trial, re tor ted. " S u r e l y she c o u l d not h a v e r e m a i n e d 
p r e g n a n t for t h r e e y e a r s ! " 

T h e film d e p i c t s a n e i g h b o r i n g pr ie s t b r e a k i n g t h e seal o f 
c o n f e s s i o n to warn O l š a u s k a s . I s this fac tua l? 

No, this is a pure fabr icat ion of t h e a the i s t s . 
W h o saw M r s . U s t j a n a u s k i e n ė b e f o r e h e r death, a n d w h e n 

did t h e y s e e h e r ? 
I n 1 9 2 8 , Mrs . U s t j a n a u s k i e n ė s p e n t t h e s u m m e r tak ing t h e 

c u r e in B i r š t o n a s . S h e h a d r e n t e d a room with t h e Ž e i m i s family. 
O n S e p t e m b e r 13, w h e n h e r l a n d l o r d a n d l a n d l a d y told h e r 
t h e y w e r e g o i n g to P r i e n a i , s h e took a h a m m o c k a n d a small 
s u i t c a s e , a n d left. A t a b o u t 6 : 0 0 P M , s h e v i s i ted t h e m o n s i g n o r , 
w h o was a l so v a c a t i o n i n g i n B i r š t o n a s , b r i n g i n g h i m s o m e pears 
a n d milk . T h e n s h e v i s i ted h e r f r iends, M r s . R a s c i c k i e n ė a n d 
M r s . K r e i š m i e n ė . S h e to ld t h e m s h e was o n h e r way t o t h e 
forest b e y o n d t h e N e m u n a s R i v e r . A l i t t le later, l o o k i n g at h e r 
watch, s h e sa id that i t was t i m e to l e a v e , a n d d e p a r t e d . 

W h e r e ? C e r t a i n l y not t o t h e forest. I t was 6 : 1 5 P M ( 2 1 0 0 , 
a c c o r d i n g to p r e s e n t s u m m e r t i m e ) , ( s ic — T r a n s . N o t e ) I t was 
drizzl ing, a n d t h u n d e r c o u l d b e h e a r d i n t h e d i s t a n c e . I n t h e 
woods , i t was wet . No o n e saw h e r g o i n g to P r i e n a i . In a word, s h e 
w e n t out a n d d i s a p p e a r e d . 

T h e film d e p i c t s h e r a c c o m p a n y i n g O l š a u s k a s that e v e n i n g 
to Vytautas Park. W a s this s o ? 

N o t s o ! E v e n t h o u g h t h e inves t iga tor s e a r c h e d careful ly, h e 
fa i led to find a s i n g l e p e r s o n w h o h a d s e e n t h e m that e v e n i n g 
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going a n y w h e r e t o g e t h e r . M o r e o v e r , to get to t h e top of Vy­
tautas Hi l l , i t was n e c e s s a r y t o a s c e n d 2 8 0 steps. T h e stairs w e r e 
w o o d e n , in d i s repa i r a n d s l ippery. M r s . U s t j a n a u s k i e n ė a t that t i m e 
was il l, suffering from a hear t c o n d i t i o n a n d r h e u m a t i s m , a n d she 
w e i g h e d 9 7 k g ( 2 1 3 lbs ) . S h e w o u l d n e v e r h a v e b e e n a b l e t o 
get up t h e hi l l a l o n e . Not wi thout a c o u p l e o f s trong m e n carry ing 
h e r up. B u t t h e r e was n o reason for h e r t o g o t h e r e . S h e h a d r e n t e d 
an apar tment , a n d t h e r e , u n o b s e r v e d by a n y o n e , she c o u l d do 
a n y t h i n g w h i c h e n t e r e d h e r h e a d . 

A c c o r d i n g to t h e film, Mrs . U s t j a n a u s k i e n ė was h e a r d c a l l i n g 
for h e l p that night . W a s this s o ? 

W h o s e v o i c e that was, i t w o u l d be hard to say. A c o u p l e o f 
w o m e n , h o w e v e r , tes t i f ied that on t h e i r w a y b a c k from L i n k m e n y s 
a t a b o u t m i d n i g h t , t h e y h a d d e f i n i t e l y h e a r d s o m e o n e c a l l i n g 
t h r e e t i m e s , " H e l p ! " 

H o w e v e r , Msgr . O l š a u s k a s de f in i te ly was not in B i r š t o n a s 
a t t h a t t i m e . A t a b o u t 1 0 : 0 0 A M , B u t k e v i č i u s , t h e d r i v e r , h a d 
t a k e n h i m i n h i s o w n c a r t o K a u n a s , a n d a b o u t 1 1 : 3 0 P M , h e 
left K a u n a s for S a m o g i t i a . To say that t h e s c r e a m was h e a r d after 
t h e m o n s i g n o r w e n t t h e r e t o g e t h e r w i t h M r s . U s t j a n a u s k i e n ė 
is a b i g l i e . 

W h e n and h o w was t h e b o d y o f M r s . U s t j a n a u s k i e n ė dis­
c o v e r e d ? 

T h e b o d y was not found unti l t h r e e days later, o n S e p t e m b e r 
1 6 . It lay in b u s h e s on Vytautas H i l l , on its left s ide, wi th a 
r o p e t w i s t e d a b o u t t h e n e c k . A reddish s u b s t a n c e h a d t r i c k l e d 
from t h e ears a n d n o s e d o w n t h e r ight s ide o f t h e face. Phys i­
c i a n s say that s u c h a l i q u i d s e e p s out after rigor mort i s sets in. 
So t h e b o d y h a d to u n d e r g o r igor mort is ly ing on its r ight s ide. 
After al l, t h e l i q u i d c o u l d not flow upwards . N e a r b y was a 
b l o o d y h a m m o c k . W h y b l o o d y ? I t appears that s o m e o n e h a d 
b r o u g h t t h e a l r e a d y rigid b o d y from s o m e w h e r e , w r a p p e d in 
t h e h a m m o c k , a n d t h r o w n i t d o w n . 

S o w h o k i l l e d Mrs . U s t j a n a u s k i e n ė ? 
O n l y later d id c l u e s t o t h e m u r d e r c o m e t o l ight. Around 

t h e b e g i n n i n g o f 1 9 3 0 , t h e P o l i s h s e c r e t agent , V i l k i c k a s , w h o 
h a d infdtrated t h e staff o f t h e Š iaul ia i Assoc ia t ion ( L i t h u a n i a n 
Nat iona l G u a r d — T r a n s . N o t e ) , was d i s c o v e r e d a n d a r res ted . He 
was s e n t e n c e d a n d shot. W h i l e i n pr ison, h o w e v e r , h e m a n a g e d 
to wri te his r e c o l l e c t i o n s . A m o n g o t h e r th ings , i t says t h e r e that 
V i l k i c k a s h i m s e l f h a d g iven a nat ional guard a u t o m o b i l e to a 
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P o l i s h agent , to go to B i r š t o n a s . T h e r e , he a n d a loca l a c c o m p l i c e 
c a r r i e d out t h e i r task. I t was d i s c o v e r e d that M r s . U s t j a n a u s k i e n ė 
had b e e n r e c r u i t e d b y P o l i s h I n t e l l i g e n c e . W h e n s h e s e e m e d n o 
l o n g e r useful t o t h e m , t h e d e c i s i o n was m a d e t o d i s p o s e o f her , 
i n o r d e r t o k e e p h e r s i lent . 

W h y was Msgr . O l š a u s k a s found gui l ty b y the c o u r t ? 

O b v i o u s l y , t h e m o n s i g n o r was unjus t ly j u d g e d o n l y b e c a u s e 
h e h a d m a n y e n e m i e s . H i s first e n e m y was t h e Nat iona l i s t 
g o v e r n m e n t of t h o s e days, w h i c h h a d s tar ted a b i t t e r war against 
t h e C h u r c h ' s i n f l u e n c e . I t c o n f i s c a t e d a l e t t e r from t h e b i s h o p s 
t o t h e faithful, e x p e l l e d t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f H o l y S e e from 
L i t h u a n i a , p u n i s h e d severa l pr ies ts , b a n n e d t h e ac t iv i t i e s o f 
C a t h o l i c h igh s c h o o l s t u d e n t s ' organizat ions , a n d now, by i n c r i m -
inat ing Msgr . O l š a u s k a s , i t w a n t e d to a d m i n i s t e r y e t a n o t h e r 
b l o w t o t h e C h u r c h ' s authori ty . 

T h e P o l e s h a t e d O l š a u s k a s for h i s L i t h u a n i a n i s m . O n a c c o u n t 
o f his upr ight c h a r a c t e r — he m i n c e d no words with t h e 
great o r t h e h u m b l e — e v e n C h u r c h l e a d e r s h i p c o u l d b a r e l y 
s tand h i m . T h u s , t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f K a u n a s , e v e n t h o u g h i t i n 
n o way a g r e e d t o a c k n o w l e d g e t h e j u d g e m e n t aga ins t O l š a u s k a s 
as b a s e d on fact, n e v e r t h e l e s s , d e m o n s t r a t e d an u n p a r d o n a b l e 
n e g l e c t dur ing t h e tr ial, fai l ing to d e f e n d h i m as i t s h o u l d have 
a n d c o u l d have . 

T h e inscr ip t ion o n t h e cross m a r k i n g Msgr . O l š a u s k a s ' grave 
r ight ly says: " G r e a t in i t ia tor a n d d e v e l o p e r o f L i t h u a n i a n i s m , 
s ta tesman, a n d C a t h o l i c socia l ac t ion i s t . C o n d e m n e d wi thout 
e v i d e n c e i n t h e B i r š t o n a s c a s e b y M a s o n s o f L i t h u a n i a . K e p t i n 
pr i son for o n e year, t e n m o n t h s a n d twenty-f ive days ( F e b r u a r y 
13, 1 9 2 9 — F e b r u a r y 16, 1 9 3 1 ) . " 

W h o k i l l e d M s g r . O l š a u s k a s , a n d w h y ? 

O n J u n e 18, 1 9 3 3 , w h i l e r e t u r n i n g from t h e c e l e b r a t i o n o f the 
A s c e n s i o n i n P a l a n g a , h e was s h o t i n t h e woods b y M a y o r Ži l ius 
o f t h e loca l v i l lage . W h y i t i s not c l e a r . H e m e n t i o n e d t o t h e 
pr i son doctor, ( M i s s ) K a l v a i t y t ė , " O n e o f u s two h a d t o d i e . " I t 
i s p r o b a b l e that Ž i l i u s h a d b e e n in B i r š t o n a s at t h e t i m e — h a d 
h e l p e d t h e P o l i s h a g e n t t o ki l l M r s . U s t j a n a u s k i e n ė , a n d h e n o w 
feared le s t t h e m o n s i g n o r revea l t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f h i s c r i m e . 

D u r i n g t h e war, a s t h e R e d Army was a p p r o a c h i n g L i t h u a n i a , 
a few g o v e r n m e n t officials, p r e p a r i n g to f lee to t h e W e s t , v i s i ted 
t h e c h a n c e r y o f V i l n i u s , a n d told F a t h e r B a s y s , " W e d o n ' t want our 
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c o n s c i e n c e b u r d e n e d b y t h e s e n t e n c i n g o f Msgr . O l š a u s k a s : W e ' r e 
t e l l i n g you that t h e v e r d i c t against h i m was un jus t . " 

T h e m o n s i g n o r i n G a r l i a v a a n d Alexsandras Ži l inskas , w h o 
dur ing t h e trial o f Msgr . Ol šauskas h a d b e e n M i n i s t e r o f J u s t i c e 
i n L i t h u a n i a , w e r e c l o s e fr iends. T h e m i n i s t e r h a d told h i m , " W e 
had no real p r o o f that Msgr . Ol šauskas h a d k i l l e d M r s . Ustjan-
a u s k i e n ė . " H o w e v e r , i t i s hard to b e l i e v e that Msgr . Ol šauskas 
w o u l d b e r e h a b i l i t a t e d today. W e k n o w wel l that t h o s e doing the 
j u d g i n g , e s p e c i a l l y i n difficult t i m e s , m a k e m a n y m i s t a k e s . H o w 
m a n y thousands o f p e o p l e w e r e unjust ly c o n d e m n e d i n S t a l i n ' s 
day? And j u s t a few years later, after his death, many, e v e n of 
t h e dead, w e r e r e h a b i l i t a t e d . 

T h e r e n o w n e d E n g l i s h author, C h e s t e r f i e l d , says, " R e m e m b e r 
as long as you l ive : O n l y t h e str ict truth c a n be your g u i d e in 
t h e world. O n l y b y fo l lowing i t wil l you k e e p your c o n s c i e n c e 
a m i your h o n o r u n s u l l i e d . " 

" I t i s b e t t e r to let y o u r s e l f be b e h e a d e d than to speak a c r o o k e d 
word or to distort t h e truth, or to shut o n e ' s e y e s to in jus t ice 
w h e n i t i s not j u s t o n e m a n w h o i s b e i n g d e m e a n e d , b u t all o f 
h u m a n i t y . " ( S u k h o m l y n s k y , t h e U k r a i n i a n e d u c a t o r . ) 

S o o n e r or later, t h e truth will out. L y i n g a n d l i b e l b r i n g no 
h o n o r t o t h e o n e d o i n g t h e l i b e l i n g . 

T h e faithful o f L i t h u a n i a h a v e the r ight t o k n o w t h e truth 
a n d t o k n o w h o w t o d e f e n d t h e m s e l v e s aga ins t t h e u n f o u n d e d 
a c c u s a t i o n s o f t h e a the i s t s . 

L E T T E R O F F A T H E R J O N A S D A N Y L A T O T H E E D I T O R S 

O F T H E R A Y O N N E W S P A P E R , PIRMYN (FORWARD) 

To T h e E d i t o r s o f t h e M o l ė t a i Rayon n e w s p a p e r , Pirmyn: 

In t h e F e b r u a r y 5 i s sue of your n e w s p a p e r (Nr. 16) an 
a r t i c l e b y K ę s t u t i s D e k s n y s was p r i n t e d , e n t i t l e d , " A t h e i s m , 
M o r a l i t y a n d R e l i g i o n " . E v e n though t h e edi tors are lavish i n t h e i r 
pra i se o f t h e a r t i c l e ' s author, saying that h e , " i s i m p r e s s i v e in his 
r e s e a r c h a n d his ab i l i ty t o h o l d t h e r e a d e r s ' i n t e r e s t " , n e v e r t h e l e s s , 
t h e m o r e as tute r e a d e r wi l l n o t i c e i m m e d i a t e l y that h e lacks the 
m o s t e l e m e n t a r y facts, e s p e c i a l l y h i s tor ica l . 

H e r e are a few facts : (1) T h e author a c c u s e s t h e C h u r c h o f 
t e a c h i n g that " a l l g o v e r n m e n t i s from G o d " . I f t h e C h u r c h did 
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t each this, t he re wou ld be no Chr i s t i ans , s i n c e the Caesa r s 

forbade them to worsh ip Chr i s t as G o d , and the Chr i s t i ans would 

have o b e y e d t h e m and reve r t ed to idol worsh ip , bu t t h e y did not 

do so, and prefer red rather to go to the i r death.. . t hey b e l i e v e d 

T H A T O N L Y J U S T G O V E R N M E N T A N D I T S J U S T R E Q U I R E ­

M E N T S C O M E F R O M G O D . I f the g o v e r n m e n t o r its r e q u i r e m e n t s 

are unjust, t hen t h e r e is no duty to o b e y ; on the contrary , 

T H E R E I S A D U T Y T O D I S O B E Y . T h e Chr i s t i ans o f all ages 

k n o w that: " B e t t e r t o o b e y G o d , ra ther than m e n . " (Acts 5 , 2 9 ) 

D e k s n y s a l l eges that the popes o rgan ized the C r u s a d e s des i r ing 

" to se i ze n e w lands and force the inhabi tan ts o f severa l m o r e lands 

to pay t r ibute and to amass n e w wea l t h . " Is this h o w i t r ea l ly w a s ? 

After all , P a l e s t i n e , Asia Mino r and North Africa w e r e o n c e 

Chr i s t ian lands , and l ived for severa l c en tu r i e s in p e a c e . La t e r , 

the M u s l i m s b e g a n to at tack those lands . T h e y k i l l ed Chr i s t i ans , 

forced t h e m to ab jure the i r re l ig ion , forced those w h o wou ld not 

o b e y into s lavery, and d is t royed eve ry th ing that was dear and 

sac red to the Chr i s t i ans , such as the i r c h u r c h e s and the p l aces 

w h i c h had f igured in the life and death o f Chr is t . T h e C r u s a d e s 

w e r e o rgan ized to de fend those p l aces r e v e r e d by the Chr i s t i ans , 

and to defend t h e m s e l v e s . T h i s i s c o m p l e t e l y contrary to what 

D e k s n y s a l l e g e s . I T W A S N O T T O C O N Q U E R F O R E I G N L A N D S , 

B U T T O D E F E N D T H E I R O W N , T H A T C H R I S T I A N S O L D I E R S 

M A R C H E D T O P A L E S T I N E . D i d the S o v i e t U n i o n not act 

s imi la r ly? W h y did i t fight the Nazis w h e n they b e g a n to c o v e t 

foreign l ands? 

F i n a l l y , t he Arabs and T u r k s w e r e not sat isf ied wi th P a l e s t i n e 

and Asia Minor , bu t c r o s s e d into E u r o p e , taking G r e e c e , Bu lgar ia , 

A lban ia and Yugos lav ia ; t h e y poured into Hungary , and e v e n 

su r rounded V i e n n a , t he capi ta l o f Austr ia , and t r ied to r e a c h 

I taly. . . 

M a n y ac t ions o f t he Inqu i s i t i on are not d e f e n d e d by a n y o n e 

today, bu t w e r e the re no t g rea te r and m o r e t e r r ib l e inqu i s i t ions 

i n t he T w e n t i e t h C e n t u r y ? H o w m a n y mi l l ions o f c o m p l e t e l y 

i n n o c e n t p e o p l e p e r i s h e d dur ing the Sta l in era in pr i sons , c a m p s , 

e x i l e and dur ing art if icial f a m i n e ? W h a t horror s tor ies o n e can hea r 

from U k r a i n i a n s , C a u c a s i a n s a n d G e r m a n s from t h e V o l g a a n d 

from Odessa . . . B e f o r e t h e s e tens o f mi l l ions o f v ic t ims , t he n u m b e r s 

of I nqu i s i t i on v ic t ims pa le . 

M a n y m o r e o f our fe l low c o u n t r y m e n p e r i s h e d dur ing the 

s ix teen years o f t he S ta l in terror (up t o t h e XX Par ty C o n g r e s s ) , 
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than d i ed unde r the Knights of the Cross in two h u n d r e d years . 

W h y do you not wr i te any th ing abou t those mat ters , e v e n though 

t h e y are still a l ive in t he m e m o r y of the majori ty o f r e s iden t s 

in our count ry , ins tead of wri t ing with re l i sh abou t t hose w h i c h 

took p l ace severa l c en tu r i e s ago, and w e r e m u c h less s ign i f i can t? 

H o w many sc ien t i s t s p e r i s h e d in S o v i e t pr isons and c a m p s ? 

( H e r e are j u s t a f ew n a m e s o f spec ia l i s t s in the s c i e n c e o f g e n e t i c s : 

Vavi lov , Che tve r i kov , F e r i , E f ro imsov , Agoli , L e v i c k y , K a r p e s h e n k o , 

Kolsov , Se reb rovsk . . . ) T h e i r p l aces w e r e t aken by such a s L y s e n k o , 

L e p e s i n s k a y a and o thers . In L i thuan ia , too, the r e n o w n e d Professor 

S iv ick i s was fur loughed from work for a long t ime w h i l e Professors 

Dovyda i t i s , Karsavin , B i s h o p R e i n y s and m a n y others p e r i s h e d in 

pr isons and camps . So i t i s not iust in the M i d d l e Ages that t he re 

was an Inquis i t ion . . . 

D e k s n y s wri tes in a mos t un in formed m a n n e r abou t the work 

o f the J e s u i t s : " T h e ac t iv i ty o f the J e s u i t s was b a d n e w s . " 

F o u r years ago, we c e l e b r a t e d the 4 0 0 t h Anniversa ry o f the 

Un ive r s i ty o f V i l n i u s . W h o founded that un ive r s i ty? I t was the 

ve ry J e s u i t s w h o m D e k s n y s de sp i s e s . Apparent ly , h e n e v e r read 

t h e f i rs t v o l u m e of t h e d e f i n i t i v e History of the University of 

Vilnius, w h e r e he would have found in the very in t roduct ion 

the fo l lowing: 

" T h e founding of a univers i ty , e v e n in our t imes , is a great 

and s igni f icant e v e n t in the life of a c i ty , a count ry a n d a state. 

I t was all t he more s ignif icant in the M i d d l e Ages . T h e unusual , 

ac tua l ly excep t iona l s ign i f i cance of a un ivers i ty for educa t ion , 

s c i e n c e and cul tural in gene ra l , found its express ion in the tradi­

t ional . . . t e rm o f e n d e a r m e n t ' a l m a mater ' , nour i sh ing mothe r . 

" F o u n d e d in 1 5 7 9 a s the A c a d e m y and Univers i ty o f V i l n i u s , 

i t was , for severa l c en tu r i e s , the on ly inst i tut ion for h i g h e r 

l ea rn ing in the G r a n d D u c h y of L i thuan ia , and had a great 

i n f luence on the in te l l ec tua l l ife o f Li thuania . . . Cha rac t e r i s t i c o f 

t he Un ive r s i ty o f V i ln ius i s t he t radi t ion o f coopera t ion b e t w e e n 

p e o p l e of various nat ions . S tudy ing t he r e w e r e L i t h u a n i a n s and 

Russ i ans , P o l e s and Ukra in ians , B y e l o r u s s i a n s and La tv ians , and 

t he r e w e r e professors from a lmos t all the coun t r i e s o f E u r o p e . So 

the mer i t s o f the un ivers i ty w e r e great for the cu l tu re and learn ing , 

not on ly o f L i thuan ia , bu t a lso o f n e i g h b o r i n g coun t r i e s , a b o v e all , 

P o l a n d and B y e l o r u s s i a . 

" F a m o u s professors and a lumni o f the un ivers i ty w e r e author­

i t ies in the wor ld o f s c i e n c e and i n f l u e n c e d the sc ien t i f i c thought 
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Professor Pranas Dovydaitis, deported in 1941 to 
Siberia where he later died. He was a signer of the 
Lithuanian Declaration of Independence in 1918, and 
a founder of the Lithuanian Catholic Youth movement, 
"Ateitis" ("Future"). 

of t h e w o r l d . " (History of the University of Vilnius, 1579 — 

1803. I n t r o d u c t i o n pp. 7 ,8) 
So you s e e , my d e a r Kęs tut i s , t h e edi tors of t h e History of the 

University of Vilnius h a v e an o p i n i o n d i f fe rent from yours , a n d 
e v e r y t h i n k i n g person, u n b l i n d e d b y fanat ic i sm, wi l l b e l i e v e t h e m 
a n d not you. 

U n t i l t h e arrival o f t h e J e s u i t s , L i t h u a n i a l a c k e d n o t o n l y a n 

ins t i tut ion o f h i g h e r l earn ing, b u t e v e n a n i n t e r m e d i a t e s c h o o l . 
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T h e f i r s t year t h e y arr ived, t h e J e s u i t s o p e n e d a m i d d l e school , 
a n d ten years later, an ins t i tut ion o f h i g h e r l earn ing . I t i s t h e 
o l d e s t un iver s i ty wi th in t h e b o r d e r s o f t h e S o v i e t U n i o n . 

T h e univers i ty p r o d u c e d a w h o l e l ist o f r e n o w n e d sc ient i s t s 
k n o w n e v e n a b r o a d such as : t h e m a t h e m a t i c i a n S i m a n a v i č i u s , 
t h e a s t r o n o m e r P o č o b u t a s a n d t h e p o e t S a r b i e v i u s ( S a r b i e w s k i ) . 
Koja lav ič ius wrote t h e first history o f L i t h u a n i a ; Sirvydas, t h e f i r s t 
d ic t ionary o f t h e L i t h u a n i a n language . T h e univers i ty d e v e l o p e d a 
w h o l e l i n e o f ju r i s t s w h o p r e p a r e d t h e S ta tu te o f L i t h u a n i a , 
a c k n o w l e d g e d by all as a j u r i d i c a l work of h igh qual i ty . B e s i d e s 
t h e c o l l e g e s o f V i l n i u s , m i d d l e s c h o o l s w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d i n K a u n a s , 
Kražia i , I lukš ta a n d e l s e w h e r e . S o t h o s e w h o speak o f " J e s u i t 
act iv i ty o f u n h a p p y m e m o r y " are very poor ly a c q u a i n t e d with t h e 
his tory o f L i t h u a n i a . 

E v e n m o r e b a s e l e s s i s D e k s n y s ' a c c u s a t i o n against t h e J e s u i t s , 
that t h e y taught " t h e e n d jus t i f ies t h e m e a n s " . T h i s i s a c a l u m n y 
m a d e u p out o f t h i n air, often r e p e a t e d b y e n e m i e s o f t h e J e s u i t s , 
b u t n e v e r p r o v e n to this day. 

I n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e last c e n t u r y ( 1 8 5 2 ) , i n Frankfor t , t h e 
J e s u i t mis s ionary R o h p u b l i c l y p r o c l a i m e d : 

" 1 . I f a n y o n e s h o w s t h e law faculty o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f 
H e i d e l b e r g or o f B o n n any work by a J e s u i t , in w h i c h , in t h e 
j u d g e m e n t o f t h e faculty, this shamefu l e x p r e s s i o n ' t h e e n d jus t i f ies 
t h e m e a n s ' i s taught in t h e s e or s imi lar words, t h e n fo l lowing 
t h e d e c i s i o n o f t h e faculty, I wi l l pay t h e d e n o u n c e r o f that b o o k 
1 0 0 0 gui lders . 

" 2 . A n d w h o e v e r a c c u s e s t h e J e s u i t o r d e r o f t h a t s h a m e l e s s 
d o c t r i n e w i t h o u t prov ing it by word or in wr i t ing is a d i s h o n o r a b l e 
s l a n d e r e r . " (Ehrloser verleumder) 

F o r t w e n t y years after this a n n o u n c e m e n t ( R o h d i e d i n 1 8 7 2 ) , 
n o o n e c o u l d b e found t o c l a i m this h a n d s o m e pr ize . 

I n 1 8 9 0 , t h e offer was r e n e w e d b y R i c h t e r D ū s b u r g , a n d i n 
1 9 0 3 , D a s b a c h , a m e m b e r o f t h e R e i c h s t a g , p u b l i c l y stated, 
" I wi l l pay 2 0 0 0 gui lders t o t h e o n e w h o proves that J e s u i t 
wri t ings t e a c h that t h e e n d jus t i f ie s t h e m e a n s . " 

N o o n e c l a i m e d that reward, e i t h e r . 
In L i t h u a n i a , I b e l i e v e in 1 9 2 4 , Profes sor Antanas M a l i a u s k a s 

a l so offered a r e w a r d of 5 0 0 0 l itas to a n y o n e w h o w o u l d p r o v e t h e 
a l lega t ion that t h e J e s u i t s taught that " t h e e n d jus t i f ie s t h e m e a n s " , 
b u t no o n e a t that t i m e t r ied to c l a i m t h e reward e i t h e r , a n d the 
a c c u s a t i o n d i m i n i s h e d great ly in t h e a t h e i s t i c press . I t was r e v i v e d 
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again i n 1 9 4 0 , w h e n t h e re l ig ious press was c o m p l e t e l y s u p p r e s s e d . 
A n y o n e w h o i s the leas t b i t b e t t e r a c q u a i n t e d with t h e t e a c h i n g o f 
t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h k n o w s w e l l a n d u n d e r s t a n d s that t h e J e s u i t s 
n o t o n l y d i d n o t b u t c o u l d n o t t e a c h s u c h a r u l e . W h o , a f t e r 
a l l , a r e t h e J e s u i t s ? T h e y are a r e l i g i o u s o r d e r o f t h e C a t h o l i c 
C h u r c h w h i c h has n o separate J e s u i t mora l i ty o f its own, b u t k e e p s 
t h e g e n e r a l ru les o f C a t h o l i c moral i ty . 

B e t w e e n 1 9 2 5 a n d 1 9 3 9 , I m y s e l f w e n t through t h e e n t i r e 
ten-year J e s u i t e d u c a t i o n a n d c o u r s e o f s tudies , a n d after four 
years o f p r a c t i c u m , t e a c h i n g s e c o n d a r y s c h o o l , I a t t e n d e d J e s u i t 
h o u s e s o f h i g h e r s tudy i n the N e t h e r l a n d s , B e l g i u m a n d F r a n c e , 
b u t n e v e r d id I h e a r from my professors nor did I r e a d in any 
b o o k s wr i t ten by J e s u i t s (and I read s e v e r a l h u n d r e d o f t h e m ) , 
n o r have I e v e r h e a r d from my fr iends, that a n y o n e h a d taught s u c h 
a p r i n c i p l e or d i s s e m i n a t e d it; i .e., that t h e e n d jus t i f ie s any m e a n s , 
a s u n d e r s t o o d b y e n e m i e s o f t h e J e s u i t s . I n real i ty, J e s u i t s h o l d 
the s a m e p r i n c i p l e s a s t h e w h o l e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h a n d t h e c iv i l 
law of al l c i v i l i z e d s tates . 

M o r e o v e r , w e m u s t n o t forget o n e m o r e th ing : E v e r y b o o k 
wri t ten by a J e s u i t must, b e f o r e i t is p u b l i s h e d , r e c e i v e a b i s h o p ' s 
approval that t h e r e i s n o t h i n g in i t cont rary to t h e m o r a l t e a c h i n g 
o f t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h . N o b i s h o p wi l l g ive s u c h approval i f i t 
c o n t a i n s t h e a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d r u l e — " t h e e n d j u s t i f i e s t h e 
m e a n s " . 

At t h e b e g i n n i n g of 1 9 3 0 , w h e n I was s tudying a t V a l k e n b u r g 
(in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s ) , i n t h e S c h o o l o f T h e o l o g y a n d P h i l o s o p h y , 
I h e a r d t h e J e s u i t a r c h i v e s d i r e c t o r , K l e i s e r , g i v e a r e p o r t o n 
t h e r e c e n t l y p u b l i s h e d wirk o f t h e Austrian, F i l l o p - M i l l e r , Macht 

unci Geheimnis der Jezuiten (The Power and Secret of the Jesuits). 

T h a t s a m e a u t h o r h a d e a r l i e r wr i t ten a work on B o l s h e v i s m 
i n w h i c h h e states that t h e B o l s h e v i k s h o l d t h e " J e s u i t p r i n c i p l e " 
that " t h e e n d jus t i f i e s t h e m e a n s " . A t that t i m e , K l e i s e r d e n i e d 
t h a t a c c u s a t i o n a g a i n s t t h e J e s u i t s , a n d a d v i s e d F i l l o p - M i l l e r 
t o s tudy t h e his tory o f t h e J e s u i t o r d e r a n d its t e a c h i n g . F i l l o p -
M i l l e r d e v o t e d four w h o l e years to this task, a n d t h e fruit o f this 
was a n e w work, Macht und Geheimnis der Jezuiten. In it M i l l e r 
r e t r a c t e d his e a r l i e r t h e s i s a n d e m p h a s i z e d that J E S U I T T E A C H ­
I N G O N M O R A L Q U E S T I O N S D O E S N O T D I F F E R I N A N Y 
WAY F R O M T H A T O F O T H E R C A T H O L I C T H E O L O G I A N S , 
a n d that t h e a l l e g e d p r i n c i p l e i s w i t h o u t foundat ion. 

T o d a y , I w o u l d l i k e to r e p e a t to you, K ę s t u t i s D e k s n y s , t h e 
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same adv ice g iven by K l e i s e r t o F i l l o p - M i l l e r : "S tudy , inves t iga te , 

and I am sure that i f you s i n c e r e l y s e e k the truth, you will 

soon b e c o m e c o n v i n c e d l ike all s e e k e r s for the truth that the 

aforesaid t e a c h i n g a t t r ibu ted to the J e s u i t s is j u s t a mis t ake and 

a c a l u m n y . 

Pe rhaps the b e s t and mos t exhaus t ive ar t ic le on this ques t ion 

in the L i t h u a n i a n l angauge was p u b l i s h e d in 1 9 1 1 , by the 

magaz ine Ateitis (The Future) on pp 1 0 5 , 1 5 4 , 2 9 5 . 

In t he last s ec t ion o f his a r t ic le , D e k s n y s e q u a t e s re l ig ion 

with fear: " F e a r forces a pe r son to h is k n e e s . " F i r s t of all , i t 

i s not j u s t fear w h i c h forces a pe rson to his k n e e s , bu t m u c h more 

often, r e spec t and grat i tude or r e p e n t a n c e for wrong-do ing . 

M o r e than o n c e , I have s e e n in the S o v i e t press a photograph 

in w h i c h a h igh- ranking S o v i e t gene ra l or major is k n e e l i n g to 

kiss a uni t ' s flag. W h a t b rought t h e m to the i r k n e e s ? S u r e l y not 

fear, bu t more l ike ly r e s p e c t and grat i tude to those w h o a c c o m p a n ­

i e d this flag into ba t t l e and sacr i f iced the i r l ives for the i r country . 

We the faithful a lso k n e e l be fo re the cross o r the t a b e r n a c l e , 

not from fear, bu t from r e s p e c t and love and grat i tude to O u r 

L o r d and R e d e e m e r . 

A ch i ld w h o has se r ious ly of fended h is parents or bene fac to r s , 

and has c o m e to unders tand his own ingrat i tude and offense , 

apo log izes to t hem, and s o m e t i m e s e v e n gets down on h is k n e e s 

to r e q u e s t fo rg iveness . By k n e e l i n g , he e x p r e s s e s r eg re t for his 

bad b e h a v i o r and his des i r e to m a k e a m e n d s for his m i sbehav io r . 

D o e s this d e m e a n a p e r s o n ? F a r from it. I t demons t r a t e s his 

c o n s c i e n t i o u s n e s s and des i r e to repa i r the wrong. At t he s a m e t ime , 

he w i s h e s to hono r those agains t w h o m he offended. 

In the de s i r e to p r e v e n t c r i m e , g o v e r n m e n t s often take s tern 

m e a s u r e s agains t c r imina l s . I s this b a d ? No. M o r e than o n e person 

refrains out of fear from doing wrong. Is p u n i s h m e n t the re fo re an 

evi l m e a n s ? I t can often be the on ly m e a n s to p r even t c r i m e . 

S t r ange ly enough , D e k s n y s b l a m e s re l ig ion , saying that in 

I ta ly , b e l i e f in G o d has not p r e v e n t e d the Mafia . In I ta ly , only 

a part of the popula t ion are b e l i e v e r s — abou t h a l f of t hem. 

After al l , the C o m m u n i s t s a lone (and t h e y are mos t l i ke ly a the i s t s ) , 

ga rner abou t 3 0 % o f the vo te . B e s i d e s that, t h e r e are S o c i a l 

D e m o c r a t s , Soc ia l i s t s , L i b e r a l s and m e m b e r s o f o ther par t ies , m a n y 

o f w h o m are a the is t s . 

In wes t e rn d e m o c r a c i e s , a long wi th good and pos i t ive s igns, 

t h e r e are t he nega t ive . O n e o f t h e m i s e x c e s s i v e f reedom, w h i c h 
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i s a good e x c u s e for d i sorder ly e l e m e n t s to mani fes t t h e m s e l v e s . 
B u t i s i t not e v e n w o r s e w h e n t h e r e i s too l i t t le f r e e d o m , w h e n 
re l ig ion i s r e p r e s s e d a n d c a n n o t do t h e pos i t ive work w h i c h i t 
o t h e r w i s e c o u l d d o ? T h e n p u b l i c mora l s d e c l i n e , you n e e d in­
c r e a s i n g l y m o r e mi l i t ia , pr i sons a n d labor c a m p s . S O , T H E W A R 
A G A I N S T R E L I G I O N I S A R E A L A N O M A L Y , w h i c h c a n n o t b e 
jus t i f i ed in a n y way. L i f e has often c o n f i r m e d t h e fact that w h e r e 
p e o p l e pray m o r e , t h e y c u r s e l e s s ; w h e r e t h e r e are m a n y p e o p l e 
i n c h u r c h , t h e r e are f e w e r o f t h e m i n pr ison. H e r e i s o n e e x a m p l e : 

D u r i n g t h e s u m m e r o f 1 9 6 9 , i n M o l ė t a i , t h e pastor o f t h e 
par ish o f D u b i n g i a i , F a t h e r Antanas Š e š k e v i č i u s , was o n trial 
for two days b e c a u s e he e x p l a i n e d to a few c h i l d r e n in c h u r c h 
t h e truths o f t h e c a t e c h i s m w h o s e bas i s i s t h e D e c a l o g u e : D o 
not ki l l . D o not c o m m i t adul tery . D o not l i e . D o not steal . 
D o not c u r s e . D o not o v e r i n d i d g e i n drink. H o n o r your father a n d 
m o t h e r . D o not i gnore prayer . B e s o b e r . D o your duty c o n s c i e n -
ciously. . . 

F a t h e r Š e š k e v i č i u s c a r r i e d out h i s s e n t e n c e i n t h e labor 
c a m p o f Alytus, w h e r e t h e r e w e r e a b o u t 1 5 0 0 i n m a t e s , m o s t o f 
t h e m y o u n g p e o p l e . Y e s , y o u n g p e o p l e , a n d a l r e a d y c r i m i n a l s . 
C h r i s t m a s c a m e a n d t h e n E a s t e r — b a r e l y t h r e e or four c e l e ­
b r a t e d t h e s e hol idays , w h i l e n o n e o f t h e others h a d any i d e a 
a b o u t re l ig ion, b u t l i v e d a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i r " o w n c o n s c i e n c e " , 
m o r e l i k e l y a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i r u n t r a m m e l e d p a s s i o n s . A t h e i s m , 
after u n d e r m i n i n g t h e i r re l ig ion, u n d e r c u t t h e i r mora l s , too. All 
p e o p l e w h o t h i n k a b i t m o r e d e e p l y a c k n o w l e d g e that in h u m a n 
b e i n g s t h e r e are m a n y b a s e r ins t inct s w h i c h , w i t h o u t re l ig ion, 
that is, w i t h o u t t h e h e l p o f G o d ' s g r a c e , t h e y c a n n o t o v e r c o m e ; 
a n d this i s t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t reason why, w h e r e t h e r e are f e w e r 
p e o p l e in c h u r c h t h e r e are m o r e in pr i son. 

A good c o n f e s s i o n a n d H o l y C o m m u n i o n form barr ie r s to 
contro l t h e pass ions o f our b a s e r n a t u r e . M a i r i o n i s has beaut i fu l ly 
e x p r e s s e d that truth in his p o e m : 

"Thank you, Lord because by loving me 

You protected the morning of my life. 

Did I not more than once, 

Succombing to temptation, 

Run for the net 

Cleverly set out for me? 

I WAS NOT ALLOWED TO PERISH BY MY HOLY FAITH, 

AND YOUR VIGILANT, PATERNAL PROVIDENCE." 
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A t t h e e n d , D e k s n y s p r a i s e s t h e a t h e i s t i c w o r l d - v i e w w h i c h 
" r e q u i r e s a c o n s c i e n t i o u s , se l f less mora l life, as r e q u i r e d by 
c o n s c i e n c e . . . " I t i s e x a c t l y this w h i c h re l ig ion r e q u i r e s in t h e 
first p l a c e . B u t w h a t are t h e fruits o f that a t h e i s t i c w o r l d v i e w ? 
W h a t d o e s life s a y ? W h y , a m o n g us, in spi te o f t h e army, con­
trol lers , auxi l iary p o l i c e , mi l i t ia a n d s e c r e t mil i t ia , are t h e r e so 
m a n y c r i m e s , a n d s o m u c h w r o n g d o i n g ? W h y i n t h e s c h o o l s , 
e s p e c i a l l y profess ional a n d t e c h n i c a l s c h o o l s , d o t h e t e a c h e r s 
c o m p l a i n o f t h e u n u s u a l l y difficult w o r k ? W h y i s t h e r e s o m u c h 
mora l d e c l i n e , s c h e m i n g , th ievery , h o o l i g a n i s m , d r u n k e n n e s s a n d 
sexual d e p r a v i t y ? W h y are t h e r e so few w h o " l i v e as r e q u i r e d 
b y c o n s c i e n c e " ? 

I n t h e last s e n t e n c e o f his a r t ic le , t h e author d i r e c t l y contra­
dicts t h e sad truth, by saying that " C o m m u n i s t mora l i ty stands 
h i g h e r than re l ig ious moral i ty w h i c h d e m a n d s b l i n d o b e d i e n c e and 
fear" . Actual ly, re l ig ion r e q u i r e s not b l i n d , b u t I N F O R M E D 
o b e d i e n c e ; not fear, b u t J U S T I C E , R E S P E C T A N D L O V E . F e a r 
s tands in t h e last p l a c e h e r e . T h i s truth i s b e s t d e m o n s t r a t e d 
by family life. B e f o r e t h e war, in L i t h u a n i a , d i v o r c e was a rarety, 
a n d m o s t often, a sensa t ion. W i t h the growth of a t h e i s t i c e d u c a t i o n , 
t h e fami l ies b e g a n m o r e a n d m o r e t o d i s in tegra te . W i t h t h e dis­
in tegra t ion o f fami l ies , t h e mora l i ty o f t h e w h o l e nat ion d e c l i n e d . 
I n 1 9 5 0 , 2 . 7 % o f marr iages e n d e d i n d ivorce , a n d t h e s e w e r e , 
for t h e m o s t part, not t h e p e o p l e o f L i t h u a n i a b u t arrivals from 
o t h e r " m o r e p r o g r e s s i v e " r e p u b l i c s . 

— After t e n years, t h e d i v o r c e rate h a d r i sen to 9% ( I 9 6 0 ) , 
— in a n o t h e r ten years ( 1 9 7 0 ) 2 3 % , 
— b y 1 9 8 0 , 3 3 % , 
— T h i s year, we are a p p r o a c h i n g 3 6 % . 
T h e y e a r b e f o r e last, in M o l ė t a i Rayon, as r e p o r t e d in 

t h e n e w s p a p e r Pirmyn, 1 7 8 c o u p l e s c e l e b r a t e d m a r r i a g e s . . . a n d 
t h e r e w e r e 6 0 p e t i t i o n s for d i v o r c e . S o , a g o o d t h i r d o f t h e 
fami l ies are b r e a k i n g up. 

T o d a y , t e n t i m e s as m u c h a l c o h o l i s c o n s u m e d as b e f o r e t h e 
war i n i n d e p e n d e n t L i t h u a n i a , a n d severa l s c o r e t i m e s t h e w i n e . 

A t h e i s t i c e d u c a t i o n c r e a t e s a v a c u u m in y o u n g p e o p l e ' s souls, 
w h i c h i s t h e s o u r c e o f m a n y ev i l s . T h i s i s a d m i t t e d today e v e n b y 
t h e m o r e c o n v i n c e d a the i s t s . I h e a r d from a r e l i a b l e p e r s o n a b o u t 
o n e j o u r n a l i s t ' s l e c t u r e t o t e a c h e r s i n w h i c h h e spoke a b o u t c o n ­
t e m p o r a r y youth. After t h e l e c t u r e , he was a s k e d h o w to exp la in 
t h e c r u e l t y o f today ' s youth, a n d its refusal to a d h e r e to t h e n o r m s 
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o f moral i ty . T h e j o u r n a l i s t a n s w e r e d , " F o r m e r l y , t h e m i n d o f youth 
was formed by re l ig ion. After t h e lat ter was d o n e away with, a 
v a c u u m a p p e a r e d w h i c h n o t h i n g e l s e c a n fill; t h e r e i s n o t h i n g 
to take t h e p l a c e o f r e l i g i o n . " 

L a s t spring, t w e l v e m e m b e r s o f t h e B a l n i n k a i C o m m u n i s t 
Youth w e n t on trial in M o l ė t a i , to a n s w e r for t h e i r " a c t i o n s " : 
petty t h i e v e r y a n d robbery . T h o s e y o u n g p e o p l e h a d e v e r y t h i n g a t 
h o m e : T h e b o d y a n d its i n c l i n a t i o n s w e r e taken c a r e o f i n e v e r y 
way, b u t t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t th ing was lacking, that w h i c h m a k e s 
a h u m a n b e i n g h u m a n — a fee l ing of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for o n e ' s 
own a c t i o n s . T h e y h a d n o i d e a o f G o d , W h o m t h e y k n e w about 
only from a t h e i s t i c propaganda, a n d so t h e y did not worry t h e i r 
h e a d s about H i s c o m m a n d m e n t s . 

I f you do not h a v e an immorta l soul, grab from life what 
you can, b e c a u s e after death, e v e r y t h i n g wil l b e f in i shed. T h a t ' s 
what t h e y did. T h e i r c o n s c i e n c e n e v e r spoke t o t h e m o f duty 
o r re spons ib i l i ty . T h e y feared only t h e mil i t ia , b u t t h e y t h o u g h t 
t h e y w e r e smarter than t h e guardians o f t h e law. T h i s t i m e , i t 
did not work. H o w e v e r , wi l l t h e y not try in t h e future to be 
s m a r t e r ? G o d grant that t h e y learn t h e i r l e s s o n . 

So in spite o f all t h e s c h o o l s , press , radio a n d t e l e v i s i o n , 
mora l i ty today i s m u c h l o w e r than in C h r i s t i a n L i t h u a n i a b e f o r e 
t h e war. T h e s e are t h e c a t a s t r o p h i c l y sad facts today, w h i c h we 
c a n n o t i g n o r e ; o t h e r w i s e w e wil l b e d e c e i v i n g ourse lves . 

Bi ju t i šk i s , D e c e m b e r 7 , 1 9 8 3 F a t h e r J o n a s D a n y l a 

W E A R E G R A T E F U L F O R T H E S A C R I F I C E 

O n M a r c h 2 5 , 1 9 8 4 , M e č i s l o v a s J u r e v i č i u s o f Š iaul ia i was 
r e l e a s e d after t h r e e years o f strict r e g i m e c a m p . H e was m e t a t 
t h e gates o f t h e C h e l y a b i n s k b y f r iends from L i t h u a n i a , a n d b y 
t h e 2 7 t h , all w e r e b a c k i n L i t h u a n i a . 

O n M a r c h 7 , J u r e v i č i u s ' wife h a d s e n t h i m 7 0 r u b l e s for 
t h e j o u r n e y . H o w e v e r , t o this day, t h e m o n e y has not r e a c h e d 
J u r e v i č i u s , e v e n t h o u g h h e has b e e n h o m e for t h r e e m o n t h s . 

B e f o r e J u r e v i č i u s c a m e h o m e , t h e s e c u r i t y p o l i c e b e g a n t o 
q u e s t i o n his wi fe a n d fr iends. I n t h e m i d d l e o f M a r c h , 1 9 8 4 , 
h i s d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w , M r s . L o r e t a J u r e v i č i e n ė , w a s q u e s t i o n e d 
a t work, a n d an a t t e m p t was m a d e to r e c r u i t her . W h e n t h e 
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p r i s o n e r c a m e h o m e , Mrs . J u r e v i č i e n ė was again s u m m o n e d for 
interrogat ion, a n d q u e s t i o n e d a b o u t p e o p l e v i s i t ing J u r e v i č i u s . 
T h e K G B tr ied again t o recru i t h e r a s a n informer . M r s . J u r e v i ­
č i e n ė re fused t o c o o p e r a t e , a n d refused t o k e e p s i l ent a b o u t t h e 
interrogat ion. 

O n M a y 2 8 , 1 9 8 4 , J u r e v i č i u s was s e r v e d with a n official 
s u m m o n s t o a p p e a r a t t h e Š iaul ia i D e p a r t m e n t o f I n t e r n a l Affairs, 
K a p s ų g-vė nr. 19, to s e e I n v e s t i g a t o r M r s . P a š k e v i č i e n ė . D u r i n g 
t h e interrogat ion, he was a s k e d why he was not working, w h e r e he 
i n t e n d e d t o work, a n d t h e l ike . T h e ex-conv ic t e x p l a i n e d that 
t h e law a l lows h i m not to work for t h r e e m o r e m o n t h s , a n d that 
e v e n i n c a m p , e x c e p t i o n s h a d b e e n m a d e for h i m o n a c c o u n t 
o f his poor h e a l t h . 

I n v e s t i g a t o r P a š k e v i č i e n ė w a r n e d h i m that after t h r e e m o n t h s , 
he w o u l d r e c e i v e a warning, a n d i f he did not go to work, he 
" w o u l d b e t a k e n c a r e o f . 

At t h e p r e s e n t t i m e , M e č i s l o v a s J u r e v i č i u s ' h e a l t h i s poor, 
with his fee t c o n s t a n t l y swel l ing . 

O U R P R I S O N E R S 

F a t h e r S ig i tas T a m k e v i č i u s wr i tes : 

H e r e i t i s , t h e s e c o n d m o n t h s i n c e I s e t t l e d i n t o m y n e w 
surroundings . I ' m working i n t h e k i t c h e n , d o i n g u n c o m p l i c a t e d 
work... D i v i n e P r o v i d e n c e has m a d e i t p o s s i b l e for me to perform 
a k i n d of work w h i c h t e a c h e s me to s y m p a t h i z e wi th a n d to 
a p p r e c i a t e t h o s e w h o , a t first s ight, s e e m to be d o i n g q u i t e 
m e a n i n g l e s s work, w h i c h i n t h e e y e s o f G o d i s n o less m e r i t o r i u s 
than t h e b i g j o b s . I offer e v e r y t h i n g to t h e L o r d , a n d I am 
c o n v i n c e d that my p r e s e n t work i s no l e s s useful to t h e C h u r c h 
a n d to the faithful than e v e r y t h i n g w h i c h I h a v e d o n e for t w e n t y 
years . W h a t a comfort to k n o w t h i s ! O u r H e a v e n l y F a t h e r s e e s 
every th ing, and j u d g e s every th ing . 

No o n e i n t e r f e r e d with my work, so in my thoughts , I c a n 
c o n s t a n t l y b y with G o d a n d i n H i m , wi th t h o s e w h o w e r e s o n e a r 
a n d d e a r to my h e a r t w h e n I was free. W h e n you are wi th G o d , 
p l e a s e r e m e m b e r m e , too, so that I m i g h t k n o w h o w to m a k e 
e v e r y t h i n g a lways m e a n i n g f u l , a n d offer i t to G o d , that in my 
p r e s e n t life t h e r e m i g h t not be a s i n g l e e m p t y day. I t w o u l d be a 
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On June 6, 1983, one month after the arrest of Father Sigitas Tamkevičius, 
his prishioners in Kybartai went around the church in procession on their 
knees, praying for their beloved pastor. 

t ragedy i f I d id not k n o w h o w to i n j e c t m e a n i n g into my p r e s e n t 
l ife. I w o u l d be l ike t h e m a n w h o r e c e i v e d a t a l e n t a n d b u r i e d 
i t in t h e ground, e a r n i n g nothing. . . 

D u r i n g t h e past t e n . m o n t h s , I h a v e l e a r n e d to p l a c e m o r e 
trust i n G o d ; b u t e v e n w h e n w e forget, H e i s i n t h e v e s s e l o f 
our life a n d d o e s not a l l o w i t to sink. 

P l e a s e g ive m y regards t o e v e r y o n e w h o r e m e m b e r s m e . M y 
prayers a n d sacr i f ices are for all o f you. M a y t h e l o v e o f J e s u s 
C h r i s t grow in your hear t s . 

F e b r u a r y 2 4 , 1 9 8 4 

April 18 was very s p e c i a l for me — I t h a n k t h e L o r d for 
t h e gift o f t h e p r i e s t h o o d . T w e n t y - t w o years ago, on t h e W e d n e s ­
day b e f o r e E a s t e r (just a s this year) , t e n o f us d e a c o n s s t e p p e d with 
t r e m b l i n g hear t be fore t h e m a i n altar o f t h e c a t h e d r a l , a n d prostrat ing 
o u r s e l v e s , p r a y e d to t h e martyrs a n d o t h e r saints for h e l p . After­
wards, B i s h o p P e t r a s M a ž e l i s o f T e l š i a i o r d a i n e d u s t o t h e priest­
h o o d . On April 2 3 , t h e s e c o n d day o f E a s t e r , I offered my first 
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Father Sigitas Tamkevičius 

H o l y M a s s in t h e c h u r c h of my h o m e parish. I am inf in i te ly 
grateful to t h e L o r d b o t h for t h e p r i e s t h o o d , a n d for t h e road 
c o v e r e d . I h a v e a lways felt t h e p r o t e c t i v e h a n d of D i v i n e P r o ­
v i d e n c e , a n d o n l y with its support I g u a r d e d l ike a p r e c i o u s pear l 
t h e idea l s o f t h e p r i e s t h o o d ; i t s e e m s a s t h o u g h t h e s e years 
w e r e not s p e n t in vain, a l though, i f I h a d k n o w n h o w to c o o p e r a t e 
with G o d ' s g race per fect ly , t h e resul t s w o u l d h a v e b e e n s o m e w h a t 
b e t t e r . M a y t h e L o r d be merc i fu l to me for fai l ing to do as I was 
s u p p o s e d t o ! M y p r e s e n t l i fe wi l l p e r h a p s fill t h o s e gaps w h i c h 
t u r n e d up in my minis t ry . 
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E a s t e r b r o u g h t m u c h j o y . N o m a t t e r w h e r e y o u a r e , t h e 
C h r i s t w h o c o n q u e r e d d e a t h wil l r e a c h a n d rev ive you. H o w sad 
i t w o u l d b e t o l ive i f o n e d id not k n o w t h e L o r d W h o suffered, 
d i e d a n d rose . W i t h a h o l y t r e m o r in my heart , I r e m e m b e r 
t h o s e p r e c i o u s E a s t e r m o r n i n g s w h e n , tak ing t h e m o n s t r a n c e from 
t h e t o m b of Chr i s t , I w o u l d i n t o n e , "Linksma diena mums nušvito" 

( " T h e j o y o u s day has d a w n e d for u s ! " ) , a n d t h e c r o w d o f 
thousands , l ike a n g e l c h o i r s , w o u l d c o n t i n u e t h e h o l y E a s t e r 
h y m n with joyful hear t s , s ing ing t h e inef fably beaut i fu l Al le lu ia . 
P e r h a p s w e m u s t for s o m e years i n t o n e t h e R e s u r r e c t i o n h y m n , not 
with our l ips, b u t wi th our l ives.. . W e m u s t l earn t o b e c o n t e n t 
with t h e m i n i m u m in al l th ings . T h i s i s t h e e s s e n t i a l c o n d i t i o n 
for al l t o attain h a p p i n e s s . H e w h o wants m u c h o f e v e r y t h i n g wil l 
n e v e r b e a t p e a c e o r ful l o f j o y . I p r a y for y o u a l l a n d b l e s s 
y o u ! 

M a y , 1 9 8 4 

F r o m t h e le t ters o f F a t h e r Alfonsas S v a r i n s k a s : 

T h i s was a good m o n t h . I r e c e i v e d severa l l e t te r s . ( T h e 
faithful wr i te a b u n d a n t l y , b u t F a t h e r Svar inskas d o e s not r e c e i v e 
t h e i r le t ters — E d . N o t e ) I am v e r y , v e r y s i n c e r e l y g r a t e f u l to 
e v e r y o n e for t h e i r C y r e n i a n a s s i s t a n c e , a n d I pray for all k inds of 
b l e s s i n g s for e v e r y o n e . . . I am very grateful for t h e M a s s e s in 
J a n u a r y ( T h e a n n i v e r s a r y o f his arres t was c o m m e m o r a t e d i n 
V i d u k l ė — E d . N o t e ) , G o d a l o n e i s our h o p e a n d protect ion. . . 
I thank B i s h o p J u l i j o n a s ( S t e p o n a v i č i u s ) a n d all w h o r e m e m b e r 
m e a n d s e n d greet ings . . . 

E v e r y t h i n g c o u l d b e t o l e r a b l e , b u t I d e e p l y r e g r e t b e i n g 
u n a b l e to offer M a s s , to go to c o n f e s s i o n and H o l y C o m m u n i o n . 
M a y G o d a c c e p t that sacr i f ice a l so. 

Y o u ask a b o u t my h e a l t h . P s y c h o l o g i c a l l y a n d spir i tual ly, I 
f e e l w e l l . I b e l i e v e i n t h e t r i u m p h o f g o o d , b u t 1 w o u l d l i k e 
t o d o s o m u c h m o r e w o r k i n m y h o m e l a n d , a n d t h i s t o r m e n t s 
m e . P h y s i c a l l y , I do n o t f e e l b a d : I am a l i v e a n d w e l l . . . . E v e r y 
m o n t h i n t h e s t o r e , I c a n b u y 5 t o 7 r u b l e s w o r t h o f m a r ­
gar ine, c h e a p c a n d y , v e g e t a b l e fats a n d o n i o n s . T h a t ' s e n o u g h ! 
T h e y e x t r a c t e d two t e e t h — p e r i o d o n t a l d i s e a s e ! I e x e r c i s e e v e r y 
day... so my h e a l t h i s good... P l e a s e forgive t h e s i m p l e thoughts , 
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Father Alfonsas Svarinskas 

t he r e is so m u c h I wou ld l ike to say. (I t is thought that he is 

a l l o w e d to s e n d le t ters on ly on eve ryday top ics — E d . Note . ) 

M a r c h 18 , 1 9 8 4 

My Spi r i t s are good. E v e r y t h i n g that h a p p e n s i s t he wil l o f 

G o d . I am not c o m p l a i n i n g of my hea l th , on ly work ing e v e r y day 

I ge t a l i t t le t i red , so I res t m o r e (2 — 3 hours ) on Sundays . 

T h e n the fo l lowing w e e k i s be t t e r . In my spare t i m e , I r ead 

n e w s p a p e r s and m a g a z i n e s r e c e i v e d from L i thuan ia , I work on 
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my F r e n c h , I h a v e l e a r n e d I ta l ian a n d I am p r e p a r i n g to s tudy 
S p a n i s h . I th ink that in our l ives, e v e r y t h i n g c a n c o m e in handy . 
T h e p r o s p e c t s are poor. T h e wor ld has lost G o d a n d sunk i n 
darkness . . . T h e r e is so m u c h m o r e I w o u l d l ike to write. . . 

M a y 2 0 , 1 9 8 4 

R A I D S A N D I N T E R R O G A T I O N S 

K a p č i a m i e s t i s ( L a z d i j a i r a y o n ) 

O n J u l y 2 2 , 1 9 8 3 , t h e p a s t o r o f t h e p a r i s h o f K a p č i a m i e s t i s , 
F a t h e r I g n a s P l iora i t i s , was s u m m o n e d to t h e Lazdi ja i Rayon 

P r o s e c u t o r ' s Off ice t o s e e P r o s e c u t o r S.Žiautys . S i n c e F a t h e r 
Pl ior ia t i s re fused to wr i te a s t a t e m e n t , arguing that he felt h i m s e l f 
t o b e i n n o c e n t , P r o s e c u t o r Žiautys h i m s e l f drafted it. B a s i n g 
h i m s e l f o n mater ia l c o l l e c t e d b y V i c e C h a i r m a n L i u d a s V a n a g a s , 
o f t h e Lazdi ja i Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e , P r o s e c u t o r Žiautys , 
in his s t a t e m e n t , t o u c h e d on the fo l lowing q u e s t i o n s : 

" W h y d o you n o t get a long wi th V i c e C h a i r m a n V a n a g a s o f 
t h e Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e ? " 

" H o w d o e s m a t e r i a l from talks wi th g o v e r n m e n t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
get into t h e Chronicle; for e x a m p l e , y o u r i n t e r v i e w wi th V a n a g a s ? " 
( S e e Chronicle N o . 58 — T r a n s . N o t e ) 

" W h y d o you n o t s u b m i t in format ion a b o u t re l i g ious fest ivals 
to t h e rayon g o v e r n m e n t ? " 

" W h y d o e s y o u r c h u r c h c o m m i t t e e n o t e n t e r into a c o n t r a c t 
with t h e Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e ? P e r h a p s you, as pastor, 
are in ter fe r ing in this matter , a n d c a u s i n g t h e d e l a y ? 

" H o w a n d w h e n w e r e you e l e c t e d V i c e C h a i r m a n o f t h e par ish 
c h u r c h c o m m i t t e e , s i n c e you are f o r b i d d e n t o b e o n t h e c o m m i t t e e ? 
P e r h a p s you c o e r c e c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s ? " 

" D o you s p e a k aga ins t t h e g o v e r n m e n t a n d aga ins t a the i s t s 
i n your s e r m o n s ? " 

" M a y b e you c o l l e c t o r organize t h e c o l l e c t i o n o f s ignatures t o 
various p e t i t i o n s ? " 

" W h y d o you o r g a n i z e y o u n g p e o p l e t o serve i n c h u r c h ? " 

F a t h e r P l iora i t i s w o u l d not r e a d t h e s t a t e m e n t dra t ted b y t h e 
p r o s e c u t o r , a n d d id n o t s ign it. " E v e n t h o u g h you d e n y all t h e 
a l l e g a t i o n s , I am sti l l o b l i g e d as p r o s e c u t o r to warn you in 
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wri t ing . " said P r o s e c u t o r Žiautys , a n d h a n d e d t h e pr ies t a w a r n i n g 
r e a d i n g as fol lows: 

" I warn you a b o u t s y s t e m a t i c p r e a c h i n g against a t h e i s m , 
i n t e r f e r e n c e with c o m p l i a n c e with c o n t r a c t law a n d t h e organiz ing 
o f youth. F o r fai lure to carry out t h e law regard ing contrac t s , you 
wi l l be f ined, a n d for any organiz ing o f the youth, you wi l l be t a k e n 
t o c r i m i n a l c o u r t . " 

F a t h e r Pl iora i t i s w o u l d not s ign t h e warning. P r o s e c u t o r Žiautys 
w o u l d not a l l o w t h e pr ies t to m a k e a c o p y of t h e w a r n i n g a d d r e s s e d 
t o h i m . T h e c o n v e r s a t i o n l a s t e d m o r e o r les s two hours . 

E i g i r d ž i a i ( T e l š i a i R a y o n ) 

O n J u l y 2 6 , 1 9 8 3 , two K G B agents from V i l n i u s c a m e t o s e e 
F a t h e r F e r d i n a n d a s Ži lys , t h e pastor o f t h e parish o f E i g i r d ž i a i . 
T h e unofficial in ter rogat ion las ted a b o u t two hours . T h e b a s i c 
p r o b l e m was, i n t h e o p i n i o n o f t h e K G B , t h e u n s u i t a b l e s e r m o n s o f 
F a t h e r Ži lys . I t s e e m s that i n his s e r m o n dur ing t h e re l ig ious 
festival a t Ž e m a i č i ų Kalvari ja, h e m e n t i o n e d t h e i m p r i s o n e d 
pr ies t s , Alfonsas Svar inskas a n d Sig i tas T a m k e v i č i u s . T h e K G B was 
i n t e r e s t e d i n k n o w i n g h o w informat ion a b o u t t h e raid w h i c h 
o c c u r r e d e a r l i e r r e a c h e d abroad. ( S e e Chronicle N o . 5 7 , 59 — 
T r a n s . N o t e ) " I f t h e y f ind out a b r o a d a b o u t this vis i t too, you ' l l 
b e sorry," t h e c h e k i s t s t h r e a t e n e d a s t h e y took t h e i r l e a v e o f 
F a t h e r Ži lys . 

V i l n i u s 
O n J a n u a r y 13, 1 9 8 4 , t h e fo l lowing w e r e s u m m o n e d t o t h e 

Off ice o f t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r for R e l i g i o u s Affairs: F a t h e r V a c l o v a s 
Al iu l i s ; t h e Admini s t ra tor o f t h e A r c h d i o c e s e , F a t h e r Algirdas 
G u t a u t a s a n d the P a s t o r o f H o l y Sp i r i t C h u r c h , F a t h e r Aleksandras 
K a s k e v i č i u s . I n t h e p r e s e n c e o f t h e la t ter two a s w i t n e s s e s , Assist­
a n t C o m m i s s i o n e r J o z ė n a s r e b u k e d F a t h e r Al iul i s , b e c a u s e i n a 
s e r m o n d e l i v e r e d i n P o l i s h a t t h e C h u r c h o f t h e H o l y Spir i t , 
F a t h e r Aliul is r e m i n d e d t h e faithful that e v e n t h e se t t ing u p o f 
a C h r i s t m a s t r e e for c h i l d r e n was c o n s i d e r e d an a n t i — S o v i e t affair. 

On S e p t e m b e r 8 , 1 9 8 3 , a K G B a g e n t v i s i t e d S . P e č k e v i č i u s , a 
r e s i d e n t a t T r i m i t ų 8 2 - 2 , i n V i l n i u s , a n d d e m a n d e d that h e 
i m m e d i a t e l y c o m e t o K G B h e a d q u a r t e r s . W h e n P e č k e v i č i u s in­
q u i r e d a b o u t t h e r e a s o n s for t h e s u m m o n s , t h e c h e k i s t re tor ted, 
" W h e n you c o m e , you ' l l f ind o u t . " T h a t day, P e č k e v i č i u s d id not 
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go to t h e K G B . S o m e t i m e later, a s e c o n d s u m m o n s was d e l i v e r e d 
t o P e č k e v i č i u s , t o c o m e t o K G B h e a d q u a r t e r s S e p t e m b e r 19. 
F a i l i n g t o find P e č k e v i č i u s a t h o m e , a n d w a r n i n g that i f h e did 
not c o m e , t h e y w o u l d take h i m off wi th t h e h e l p o f t h e mi l i t ia , 
t h e y left the s u m m o n s with his m o t h e r . 

O n S e p t e m b e r 19, P e č k e v i č i u s was a s k e d i n t h e c o u r s e o f 
in ter rogat ion w h e r e h e k n e w F a t h e r Sig i tas T a m k e v i č i u s from, 
what h e c o u l d say a b o u t t h e s e r m o n s h e had d e l i v e r e d , e t c . T h e 
inves t iga tor was i n t e r e s t e d i n k n o w i n g h o w long P e č k e v i č i u s h a d 
b e e n a c q u a i n t e d wi th F a t h e r J o n a s M a t u l i o n i s a n d t r ied t o 
c o n v i n c e h i m that h e was, i n his words, " a real b a s t a r d " a n d not 
a priest . 

T h e c h e k i s t s are u n h a p p y that F a t h e r T a m k e v i č i u s has m a n y 
a c q u a i n t a n c e s abroad, a n d thay h a v e found fault wi th t h e fact 
that he h a d g o n e to t h e airport with f lowers to m e e t h i m . 
F i n a l l y , t h e p r o s e c u t o r s tated: 

" Y o u are i n t h e h a n d s o f t h e K G B ; w e k n o w e v e r y t h i n g ; 
what you do in K a u n a s ( P e č k e v i č i u s sets up t h e c r e c h e at 
C h r i s t m a s t i m e i n t h e C a t h e d r a l o f K a u n a s — E d . N o t e ) . W e 
w o n ' t say anything, j u s t don ' t go to t h e airport to m e e t t h o s e devi l s 
( foreigners — E d . N o t e ) . " T h e interrogat ion l a s t e d a b o u t t h r e e 
hours . 

P r i o r t o t h e S a i n t C a s i m i r J u b i l e e , a K G B a g e n t v i s i t e d 
P e č k e v i č i u s a t h o m e . N o t f inding h i m t h e r e , t h e c h e k i s t a c c o s t e d 
h i m o n t h e street, o n his way h o m e . T h i s t i m e , t h e K G B a g e n t 
t r ied to start up a c o n v e r s a t i o n a b o u t t h e c r e c h e w h i c h h a d b e e n 
e r e c t e d i n the K a u n a s C a t h e d r a l a n d i n q u i r e d w h o h a d h e l p e d wi th 
t h e work. P e č k e v i č i u s r e s p o n d e d that h e h a d w o r k e d o p e n l y , 
w i t h o u t h i d i n g anything, a n d s o h e n o w refused t o m a k e s t a t e m e n t s 
or g ive e x p l a n a t i o n s . 

On M a r c h 2 0 , 1 9 8 4 , a s e a r c h was c a r r i e d out in t h e a p a r t m e n t 
of p e n s i o n e r L i u d a s D a m b r a u s k a s in V i l n i u s , his wife ' s a p a r t m e n t 
i n K a u n a s , a n d t h e i r g a r d e n shed. D u r i n g t h e search, t h e c h e k i s t s 
s e i z e d D a m b r a u s k a s ' wr i t ten r e c o l l e c t i o n s o f pr i son life a n d life i n 
forced labor c a m p . ( D u r i n g t h e rule o f Sta l in, D a m b r a u s k a s was 
g iven t h e death s e n t e n c e , w h i c h was la ter c o m m u t e d t o imprison­
m e n t . ) L a t e l y , h e has b e e n c h a r g e d o n t h e bas i s o f t h e C r i m i n a l 
C o d e , Par . 6 8 , " for a n t i - S o v i e t act iv i ty a n d ag i ta t ion" , a n d h e i s 
b e i n g t h r e a t e n e d wi th s e v e n years o f i m p r i s o n m e n t . U n t i l now, 
t h e in ter rogat ions h a v e t a k e n p l a c e on a dai ly b a s i s . S i n c e D a m ­
b r a u s k a s ' h e a l t h i s poor, t h e in ter rogat ion has b e e n p o s t p o s e d . 
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E x h a u s t e d b y t h e c o n s t a n t interrogat ion a n d threats , D a m b r a u s k a s 

suffered a m y o c a r d i a l infarct ion, a n d he is p r e s e n t l y in t h e 

hospi ta l . 

(On O c t o b e r 3 , 1 9 8 4 , L i u d a s D a m b r a u s k a s was s e n t e n c e d t o t h r e e 
a n d a h a l f years str ict r e g i m e c a m p , to be fo l lowed by two 
years of internal e x i l e . — T r a n s . N o t e ) 

O n M a y 4 , 1 9 8 4 , a t 8 : 0 0 A M , i n t h e a p a r t m e n t o f Mrs . E l e n a 
T e r l e c k i e n ė (Vi lnius, N e m e n č i n ė s p l e n t a s 6 8 ) , e i g h t K G B agents 
c a r r i e d out a search. S e i z e d dur ing t h e s e a r c h w e r e : t h e 
Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, N o . 6 0 ; d iar ies 
from 1 9 7 1 , 1 9 7 5 , 1 9 7 6 ; le t ters o f Antanas T e r l e c k a s wr i t ten from 
prison, a n d n o t e b o o k s from his e x i l e ; various postal r e c e i p t s a n d 
o t h e r d o c u m e n t s and t h e book, Romas Kalanta. 

After t h e s e a r c h , M r s T e r l e c k i e n ė was taken t o K G B h e a d ­
quarters a n d i n t e r r o g a t e d for two hours . Also i n t e r r o g a t e d by t h e 
K G B was Antanas T e r l e c k a s ' son, G i n t a s . 

O n J u n e 19, 1 9 8 4 , Mrs . T e r l e c k i e n ė was i n t e r r o g a t e d b y 
c h e k i s t Č e s n a v i č i u s . T h e interrogator, a c c u s i n g Mrs . T e r l e c k i e n ė 
o f m a i n t a i n i n g t ies a b r o a d (speci f ica l ly with K ę s t u t i s J o k u b y n a s ) 
a n d " a n t i - S o v i e t e l e m e n t s " i n L i t h u a n i a , t h r e a t e n e d t o b r i n g h e r 
t o trial o n Par. 6 8 . 1 o f t h e C r i m i n a l C o d e . 

J u r b a r k a s 
O n M a y 1 1 , 1 9 8 4 , C o n d u c t o r E l e n a B u t k u v i e n ė was s u m m o n e d 

t o s e e I n v e s t i g a t o r R a m a n a u s k a s . W h e n she arr ived, s h e was 
i n t e r r o g a t e d b y t h e C h i e f o f t h e K G B himse l f , S h e r k s h n o v . T h e 
c h e k i s t s c o l d e d M r s . B u t k u v i e n ė for p u r c h a s i n g t i c k e t s for 
pupi l s to a t t e n d t h e anniversary in Kapsukas o f t h e d e a t h o f 
A r c h b i s h o p J u r g i s M a t u l e v i č i u s , a n d d e m a n d e d , in his words, 
that s h e s top corrupt ing c h i l d r e n a n d y o u n g p e o p l e . 

" Y o u c a n g o t o c h u r c h , what g r e a t e r f reedom d o you n e e d ? " 
K G B C h i e f S h e r k s h n o v said. 

" A n d i f I w e r e a t e a c h e r , c o u l d I go to c h u r c h p u b l i c l y ? " 
M r s . B u t k u v i e n ė w o u l d not g ive in. 

" T h e two th ings are i n c o m p a t i b l e , " t h e K G B a g e n t re tor ted. 
L e t t i n g M r s . B u t k u v i e n ė go, c h e k i s t S h e r k s h n o v t h r e a t e n e d t o 
have h e r e m p l o y m e n t t e r m i n a t e d . 

Vadžgirys (Jurbarkas R a y o n ) 
T h e pas tor o f t h e par ish o f Vadžgirys , F a t h e r Alfonsas B u l o t a s , 

was s u m m o n e d to t h e K G B in V i l n i u s for a talk. Arguing that 
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s i n c e he m i n i s t e r e d to two p a r i s h e s he h a d no t i m e for s u c h a 
j o u r n e y , F a t h e r B u l o t a s re fused t o go. O n April 2 4 , t h e K G B 
a g e n t s v i s i t e d t h e p r i e s t i n p e r s o n . O n e o f t h e first q u e s t i o n s the 
c h e k i s t s h a d was w h y t h e pr ies t h a d not m a i l e d t h e c h a n c e r y 
his c o m p l e t e d b a l l o t for e l e c t i o n s t o t h e P r i e s t s ' C o u n c i l o f t h e 
A r c h d i o c e s e o f K a u n a s . F a t h e r B u l o t a s r e p l i e d , " I t h o u g h t that 
t h e b a l l o t h a d to be t u r n e d in to t h e c h a n c e r y , b u t n o w i t 
appears that i t h a d to be t u r n e d in to y o u . " 

D u r i n g t h e i n t e r v i e w , t h e gues t s w e r e i n t e r e s t e d i n F a t h e r 
B u l o t a s ' a t t i tude toward t h e t w o pr ies t s w h o h a d b e e n s e n t e n c e d , 
Alfonsas Svar inskas and S ig i tas T a m k e v i č i u s . 

T e l š i a i 
O n J u l y 2 3 , 1 9 8 3 , o n t h e e v e o f t h e F e a s t o f S a i n t J o h n t h e 

Bapt i s t , (Joninės) a g roup of y o u n g b e l i e v e r s from t h e C i t y of 
T e l š i a i was s i n g i n g a n d d a n c i n g at a b o n f i r e on a h i l l n e a r t h e 
forest 's e d g e . After t h e Joninės c e l e b r a t i o n , an i n v e s t i g a t i o n of 
the par t ic ipants b e g a n . M r s J a d v y g a I g n o t i e n ė a n d M r s G e n u t ė 
J u r e v i č i e n ė w e r e s u m m o n e d t o K G B h e a d q u a r t e r s . T h e D a m b r a u ­
skas family, w h o s e c h i l d r e n h a d p a r t i c i p a t e d in t h e St . J o h n ' s 
E v e bonf i re , was v i s i t e d severa l t i m e s b y t h e K G B . T h e c h e k i s t s 
w e r e anx ious to find out w h o h a d o r g a n i z e d t h e c e l e b r a t i o n , 
w h o h a d a c t i v e l y p a r t i c i p a t e d , that is, sang, s p o k e a n d to t h e i r 
k n o w l e d g e , h a d sung t h e L i t h u a n i a n N a t i o n a l A n t h e m ( N o o n e h a d 
sung the a n t h e m . — E d . N o t e ) , a n d w h o h a d p r e p a r e d a n d 
d i s t r i b u t e d t h e s n a c k s . 

S k u o d a s 
O n J u l y 2 6 , 1 9 8 3 , S k u o d a s r e s i d e n t M i s s B r o n ė N a v i c k a i t ė 

was s u m m o n e d t o t h e rayon K G B . W i t h o u t i n t r o d u c i n g h i m s e l f , 
a K G B a g e n t b l a m e d M i s s N a v i c k a i t ė b e c a u s e t h e story o f h e r 
d i s c h a r g e from work h a d got ten in to t h e Chronicle. ( S e e Chronicle 

N o . 5 7 , 5 8 — T r a n s . N o t e ) T h e c h e k i s t was i n t e r e s t e d i n dis­
c o v e r i n g w h o c o u l d h a v e g iven t h e in format ion t o t h e under­
ground p u b l i c a t i o n , a n d t o w h i c h o f h e r a c q u a i n t a n c e s s h e h a d 
g i v e n c o p i e s o f h e r l e t te r s t o Tiesa (Truth). T h e K G B a g e n t stated 
that in t h e C h r o n i c l e t h e r e i s an e x c e r p t from h e r l e t t e r to t h e 
edi tors of Tiesa: 

" E v e n t h e d i r e c t o r ' s r e q u e s t that I say n o t h i n g to a n y o n e 
s o u n d e d s t range. After al l, i f e v e r y t h i n g w a s b e i n g d o n e 
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jus t ly , w h y s u c h an a n n o u n c e m e n t or d e m a n d ? A n d i f i t was 
b e i n g d o n e unjust ly, t h e n w h y m u s t I k e e p q u i e t ? " 

— a n d t h e n u m b e r of a r e p l y s e n t h e r by t h e M i n i s t r y o f 
E d u c a t i o n , w h i c h n o o n e b u t s h e c o u l d h a v e g i v e n t o the 
Chronicle. 

M i s s N a v i c k a i t ė said that s h e was not c o n c e a l i n g anything, 
that s h e h a d told e v e r y o n e p u b l i c l y a b o u t h e r d i smis sa l ; h o w all 
that got into t h e Chronicle, s h e did not know. M i s s N a v i c k a i t ė 
a s k e d h o w s h e h a d d o n e w r o n g b y wr i t ing t o t h e edi tors o f 
Tiesa. T h e c h e k i s t af f i rmed that she was e n t i t l e d to wr i te a n d s e e k 
j u s t i c e , a n d that s h e c o u l d a p p e a l t o t h e edi tors , not only o f 
r e p u b l i c n e w s p a p e r s , b u t t h o s e o f t h e S o v i e t U n i o n . 

" T h e n w h y was I s u m m o n e d to s p e a k with Z a l e p ū g a a n d 
P o c e v i č i u s ? " M i s s N a v i c k a i t ė i n s i s t e d . T h e c h e k i s t r e m a i n e d s i lent . 

C o n c l u d i n g t h e interrogat ion, t h e K G B a g e n t m e n t i o n e d a few 
ar t ic les a c c o r d i n g t o w h i c h M i s s N a v i c k a i t ė c o u l d b e p u n i s h e d 
for false s t a t e m e n t s , fai lure to d i s c l o s e a c r i m e , a n d s e n d i n g 
informat ion abroad. 

Š a t ė s ( S k u o d a s R a y o n ) 

O n J u l y 8 , 1 9 8 3 , t h e fo l lowing w e r e s u m m o n e d t o t h e S k u o d a s 
Rayon P r o s e c u t o r ' s Off ice to s e e I n v e s t i g a t o r R. Kurpav ič ius , wi th 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n , r e g a r d i n g t h e s u b j e c t o f t h e c h i l d r e n ' s re l i g ious 
i n s t r u c t i o n : M r s . I r e n a S t o n č i e n ė , M r s . Virg ini ja S e r e č k i e n ė , M r s . 
L i n a V i s k o n t i e n ė , Mrs . G e n o v a i t ė B e r t i e n ė , M r s . J u l i j a G a r b i n č i e n ė 
a n d M r s . A l e k s a n d r a J a b l o n s k i e n ė . 

O n J u l y 2 2 , t h e c h i l d r e n w e r e s u m m o n e d t o t h e P r o s e c u t o r ' s 
Off ice w i t h o u t t h e i r m o t h e r s , b u t t h e p a r e n t s w o u l d not a l l o w 
t h e m to go a l o n e . O b v i o u s l y , an a t t e m p t was b e i n g m a d e to b u i l d 
a c a s e aga ins t t h e pastor o f t h e par ish, F a t h e r V a c l o v a s S e n k u s , 
for t e a c h i n g c a t e c h i s m t o c h i l d r e n . T h e m o t h e r s w h o w e r e sum­
m o n e d , a n d the i i c h i l d r e n , tes t i f ied that t h e pas tor h a d n o t taught 
t h e m , b u t o n l y p r e a c h e d s e r m o n s dur ing s e r v i c e s , t o w h i c h t h e y 
l i s t e n e d . 

O n August 8 , 1 9 8 3 , S k u o d a s Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e V i c e 
C h a i r w o m a n , M r s . L u o ž i e n ė , to ld Š a t ė s P o s t m i s t r e s s , M r s . V . 
S e b e c k i e n ė , b y p h o n e : " I f your c h i l d r e n are g o i n g t o c h u r c h again, 
you ' l l b e d i s c h a r g e d , a n d you ' l l e n d u p d igg ing p o t a t o e s ! " 

T h e s a m e M r s . L u o ž i e n ė to ld Ša tės k i n d e r g a r t e n t e a c h e r 
G e n o v a i t ė B e r t i e n ė t o s u b m i t h e r r e s i g n a t i o n i n wr i t ing b e c a u s e 
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h e r two sons go to c h u r c h . In August, Mrs . B e r t i e n ė was d i s c h a r g e d 
from h e r pos i t ion. 

T w o w e e k s b e f o r e t h e b i s h o p ' s v is i t to t h e par ish, Rayon 

C o m m u n i s t Par ty C o m m i t t e e S e c o n d S e c r e t a r y Z a l e p ū g a v i s i ted 
Šatės a l m o s t daily. " I f you g o t o c h u r c h , you ' re go ing t o b e f i r e d ! " 
Z a l e p ū g a w a r n e d m u n i c i p a l e m p l o y e e s . D u r i n g t h e s a m e p e r i o d , 
M i d d l e S c h o o l P r i n c i p a l , M r s . J a k š t i e n ė , v i s i ted t h e parents o f 
pupi l s w h o w e r e re l ig ious b e l i e v e r s a n d told t h e m , " Y o u h a v e n o 
r ight to take S o v i e t s c h o o l c h i l d r e n to c h u r c h ! " 

K a u n a s 
I n M a r c h , 1 9 8 4 , K a u n a s r e s i d e n t M r s . A l d o n a Š u p e n i e n ė 

was s u m m o n e d t o t h e K a u n a s K G B t o s e e I n v e s t i g a t o r J o n a s 
M a t u l e v i č i u s . T h e secur i ty a g e n t was i n t e r e s t e d i n f inding out 
w h e t h e r t h e m o t h e r k n e w w h a t k i n d o f p e o p l e a n d fr iends h e r 
daughter , I l o n a Š u p e n y t ė , was c o n s o r t i n g with ( I l o n a Š u p e n y t ė 
s i g n e d a l e t t e r t o t h e At torney G e n e r a l o f t h e L S S R p r o t e s t i n g 
t h e t r e a t m e n t o f b e l i e v e r s w h o w i s h e d t o a t t e n d t h e trial o f F a t h e r 
Alfonsas Svar inskas — T r a n s . N o t e ) . He said that s h e was wr i t ing 
le t ters to pr i soners , a n d c o u l d be s e v e r e l y p u n i s h e d for it. M r s . 
Š u p e n i e n ė d e f e n d e d t h e p r i s o n e r s : Ga jauskas , S k u o d i s a n d others , 
w h o m M a t u l e v i č i u s was insul t ing, a n d d e f e n d e d h e r daughter ' s 
b e h a v i o r . A t t h e e n d o f t h e in ter rogat ion, c h e k i s t M a t u l e v i č i u s 
d e m a n d e d that t h e m o t h e r instruct t h e d a u g h t e r t o c o m e t o K G B 
h e a d q u a r t e r s herse l f , a n d te l l all. 

I n v i t e d through h e r m o t h e r a n d b y M a t u l e v i č i u s p e r s o n a l l y 
b y t e l e p h o n e , M i s s Š u p e n y t ė re fused t o g o t o K G B h e a d q u a r t e r s . 
T h e agents w e r e forced to d e l i v e r a wr i t ten s u m m o n s to h e r h o m e . 
P a r t i c i p a t i n g i n t h e in ter rogat ion o f M i s s Š u p e n y t ė , b e s i d e s c h e k i s t 
M a t u l e v i č i u s , was D i r e c t o r R u b i n o v o f t h e M u s i c a l S t u d i o for Y o u t h 
a t t h e Cul tura l C e n t e r a t t a c h e d t o t h e K a u n a s S y n t h e t i c s F a c t o r y . 
H e t r i e d t o find out w h o h a d a d v i s e d M i s s Š u p e n y t ė t o qui t t h e 
Y o u t h S t u d i o w h i c h h e d i r e c t e d . I n h i s o p i n i o n , t h e gui l ty party 
was A l d o n a R a i ž y t ė , a n d h e t r i e d t o get t h e s u b j e c t u n d e r inter­
rogat ion to conf i rm his s u s p i c i o n . 

C h e k i s t M a t u l e v i č i u s e x p r e s s e d dissat i s fact ion o v e r t h e fact that 
t h e girl wrote le t ters to p r i s o n e r s a n d p a r t i c i p a t e d in t h e n i n t i e t h 
anniver sary of t h e Kražia i m a s s a c r e . ( S e e Chronicle N o . 60 — 
T r a n s . N o t e ) M a t u l e v i č i u s d e m a n d e d that s h e e x p l a i n h e r s e l f i n 
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wri t ing a n d p r o m i s e that s h e w o u l d s top wr i t ing le t ters to pr i soners , 
a t t e n d i n g trials, e t c . 

W h e n M i s s Š u p e n y t ė c a t e g o r i c a l l y re fused, h e a d v i s e d h e r t o 
t h i n k i t o v e r a n d c o m e b a c k . T h e in ter rogat ion last four hours . 

N E W S F R O M T H E D I O C E S E S 

V i l n i u s 
O n M a y 2 2 - 2 3 , 1 9 8 4 , b a l l o t s w e r e b e i n g c o u n t e d i n t h e 

e l e c t i o n o f r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o t h e P r i e s t s ' C o u n c i l o f t h e A r c h ­
d i o c e s e o f V i l n i u s . W h e n R e l i g i o u s Affairs C o m m i s s i o n e r P e t r a s 
A n i l i o n i s w a s i n f o r m e d o f t h e r e s u l t s o f t h e v o t i n g , h e s e v e r e l y 
r e p r i m a n d e d t h e a d m i n i s t r a t o r o f t h e a r c h d i o c e s e , F a t h e r Algirdas 
G u t a u s k a s , for c o n f o r m i n g w i t h t h e d i r e c t i v e o f B i s h o p J u l i j o n a s 
S t e p o n a v i č i u s t o c o n d u c t t h e e l e c t i o n s b y s e c r e t bal lot , a n d for not 
i n t e r f e r i n g w i t h t h e e l e c t i o n t o t h e P r i e s t s ' C o u n c i l o f F a t h e r s 
A l g i m a n t a s K e i n a , J o n a s L a u r i ū n a s a n d D o n a t a s V a l i u k o n i s . 

A n i l i o n i s to ld Admini s t ra tor G u t a u s k a s w h o m h e was s u p p o s e d 
t o a p p o i n t t o t h e P r i e s t s ' C o u n c i l , a n d w h o s h o u l d c o n s t i t u t e t h e 
B o a r d o f C o n s u l t o r s . O f t h o s e e l e c t e d t o m e m b e r s h i p i n t h e 
c o u n c i l , only o n e p r i e s t i s s u i t a b l e for t h e b o a r d o f c o n s u l t o r s 
i n t h e o p i n i o n o f A n i l i o n i s . E i g h t pr ies t s w e r e e l e c t e d t o t h e P r i e s t s ' 
C o u n c i l , b u t A n i l i o n i s i s a l l o w i n g only six; he refuses to a c k n o w ­
l e d g e t w o o f t h e p r i e s t s e l e c t e d , K a z i m i e r a s V a s i l i a u s k a s a n d 
J o r d a n a s S l ė n y s . I f t h e a foresa id pr ies t s j o i n t h e P r i e s t s ' C o u n c i l 
i n sp i te o f the in terd ic t , A n i l i o n i s said, h e w o u l d i m m e d i a t e l y m o v e 
F a t h e r V a s i l i a u s k a s o u t o f V i l n i u s , a n d r e l e a s e c o m p r o m i s i n g 
p i c t u r e s o f F a t h e r S l ė n y s i n t h e press . 

A n i l i o n i s t h r e a t e n e d t h e A p o s t o l i c A d m i n i s t r a t o r o f t h e Arch­
d i o c e s e o f V i l n i u s , B i s h o p J u l i j o n a s S t e p o n a v i č i u s , that for inter­
f e r i n g i n w h a t w a s n o t h i s b u s i n e s s , ( i . e . , t h e m a k e u p o f t h e 
A r c h d i o c e s a n P r i e s t s ' C o u n c i l a n d B o a r d o f C o n s u l t o r s — E d . 
N o t e ) , h e w o u l d b e e x i l e d from Ž a g a r ė t o a p l a c e w h e r e n o 
o n e w o u l d b e a b l e t o r e a c h h i m . T h e c o m m i s s i o n e r was a n n o y e d 
b e c a u s e pr ies t s o f t h e a r c h d i o c e s e vis i t t h e i r b i s h o p a n d a s s o c i a t e 
with h i m . 

S i m i l a r l y , A n i l i o n i s p r e s s u r e d P a n e v ė ž y s D i o c e s a n A d m i n ­
istrator, K a z i m i e r a s D u l k s n y s , d i r e c t i n g h i m h o w t o p u t t o g e t h e r 
a P r i e s t s ' C o u n c i l a n d B o a r d o f C o n s u l t o r s a c c e p t a b l e t o t h e 
a t h e i s t s . 

3 8 Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania No. 63 



K a u n a s 
I n M a y , 1 9 8 4 , t h e D e a n s o f t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f K a u n a s a n d 

t h e D i o c e s e o f V i l k a v i š k i s w e r e s u m m o n e d t o a m e e t i n g w i t h 
R e l i g i o u s Affairs C o m m i s s i o n e r , P e t r a s A n i l i o n i s . T h e C o m m i s s i o n e r 
d e v o t e d h i s l e c t u r e t o jus t i fy ing t h e c o n v i c t i o n o f F a t h e r s Alfon­
sas S v a r i n s k a s a n d S i g i t a s T a m k e v i č i u s . H e a r g u e d that e v e n i n 
" b o u r g e o i s " L i t h u a n i a , pr ies ts w e r e put o n trial. F o r e x a m p l e , h e 
m e n t i o n e d t h e c a s e o f Msgr . O l š a u s k a s . " B e s i d e s , e v e n i n pre-War 
days, pr ies ts w e r e a t tacked, r o b b e d , a n d e v e n m u r d e r e d , " Ani l ioni s 
e x p l a i n e d , a n d i m m e d i a t e l y q u o t e d a n u m b e r o f n e w s i t e m s 
from Ūkininko patarėjas (The Farmer's Advisor). T h e c o m m i s s i o n e r 
c l a i m e d that i n t h o s e days, n o o n e b l a m e d t h e g o v e r n m e n t , a n d n o 
o n e s e n t s u c h n e w s i t e m s a b r o a d ( B u t h e " f o r g o t " t o say that t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t d i d n o t f o r b i d it, a n d t h a t e v e n t h e f o r e i g n p r e s s 
wrote a b o u t t h e c a s e o f M s g r . O l š a u s k a s , ra is ing t h e q u e s t i o n o f 
t h e court ' s o b j e c t i v i t y a n d t h e lack o f e v i d e n c e — E d . N o t e ) 

A n i l i o n i s urged t h e d e a n s t o a c k n o w l e d g e t h e c o n v i c t e d pr ies ts , 
Alfonsas Svar inskas a n d Sig i tas T a m k e v i č i u s , as s tate c r i m i n a l s , a n d 
in return, he p r o m i s e d to c o n s i d e r t h e poss ib i l i ty o f i n c r e a s i n g t h e 
n u m b e r o f s tudents a d m i t t e d t o t h e s e m i n a r y . 

In his talk, A n i l i o n i s e x p r e s s e d dissat i s fact ion with t h e b e h a v i o r 
o f t h e d e a n s o f t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f K a u n a s a n d t h e D i o c e s e o f 
V i l k a v i š k i s : I t s e e m s t h a t w h a t h e h a d s a i d t o t h e m a y e a r a g o 
h a d al l b e e n t r a n s m i t t e d t o t h e V a t i c a n , " a n d you c a n ' t ca l l that 
a n y t h i n g b u t s w i n i s h b e h a v i o r ! " A n i l i o n i s angri ly e n d e d hi s l e c t u r e . 

N e v a r ė n a i ( T e l š i a i R a y o n ) 
O n M a r c h 4 , 1 9 8 4 , a t a b o u t 6 : 0 0 P M , t h e t e l e p h o n e rang i n 

t h e a p a r t m e n t o f t h e p a s t o r o f N e v a r ė n a i . W h e n F a t h e r Š i k š n y s 
p i c k e d u p t h e p h o n e , t h e fo l lowing c o n v e r s a t i o n , m o r e o r less , took 
p l a c e : 

" P a s t o r , y o u d i d n o t v o t e . P e r h a p s y o u a r e i l l , a n d w e 
should c o m e t o your h o m e , s o that you m i g h t v o t e . " 

" I ' m wel l , a n d you n e e d n ' t s e n d t h e box . A n d t o w h o m a m I 
s p e a k i n g ? " 

" T h i s i s t h e c h a i r m a n o f t h e e l e c t i o n c o m m i t t e e . " 
" A n d what i s your n a m e ? " 
" T h a t ' s not i m p o r t a n t , " t h e c h a i r m a n o f t h e e l e c t i o n c o m m i t t e e 

t r ied to e v a d e the q u e s t i o n . 
" I f y o u w o n ' t i n t r o d u c e yourse l f , t h e n I ' m h a n g i n g u p ! " t h e 

pastor c a t e g o r i c a l l y s tated. 
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T h e o n e s p e a k i n g sa id that h e was K e l i a u s k a s ( S e c r e t a r y o f t h e 
N e v a r ė n a i Par ty O r g a n i z a t i o n ) . W h e n F a t h e r Š ikšnys e x p l a i n e d that 
t h e e l e c t i o n s w e r e f r e e a n d t h a t h e r e f u s e d t o v o t e , S e c r e t a r y 
K e l i a u s k a s sti l l t r i e d t o c o n v i n c e h i m , " B u t Pastor , you s h o u l d d o 
your duty as a S o v i e t c i t i z e n . " 

" W h e n y o u l e t F a t h e r s Alfonsas S v a r i n s k a s a n d S i g i t a s T a m -
k e v i č i u s out o f pr i son, I wi l l c o m e a n d v o t e w i t h o u t a n y urg ing," 
r e p l i e d the pastor. 

W i t h this , t h e first c o n v e r s a t i o n e n d e d . L e s s than t e n m i n u t e s 
l a t e r , t h e p h o n e w a s h e a r d a g a i n . N o w i t w a s V i c e C h a i r m a n 
M i k a l a u s k a s o f N e v a r ė n a i , c a l l i n g F a t h e r Š i k š n y s a b o u t t h e e l e c ­
t ions . T h e q u e s t i o n s a n d a n s w e r s w e r e s i m i l a r t o t h e first c o n v e r ­
s a t i o n . W h e n t h e V i c e C h a i r m a n a s k e d w h a t h e s h o u l d t e l l t h e 
Rayon a b o u t t h e pas tor ' s fa i lure to v o t e , F a t h e r Š i k š n y s r e p l i e d , 
" T e l l t h e m e v e r y t h i n g I to ld y o u . " 

D u b i č i a i ( V a r ė n a R a y o n ) 
O n M a y 2 , 1 9 8 4 , t h e pastor o f t h e par ish o f D u b i č i a i , F a t h e r 

M y k o l a s P e t r a v i č i u s , was s u m m o n e d to s e e Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m ­
m i t t e e V i c e C h a i r m a n L a u k e l i s . F a t h e r P e t r a v i č i u s w a s r e a d a 
w r i t t e n w a r n i n g f rom t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r for R e l i g i o u s Affa irs , 
P e t r a s A n i l i o n i s , b e c a u s e d u r i n g t h e L e n t e n r e t r e a t t h i s y e a r i n 
B y e l o r u s s i a , i n t h e p a r i s h o f N a u j a d v a r i s , h e h e l p e d t h e p r i e s t 
serv ing that par i sh to h e a r c o n f e s s i o n s . In this way, F a t h e r Petra­
v ič ius was a l l e g e d t o h a v e t r a n s g r e s s e d Ar t ic le 1 9 o f t h e R e g u l a ­
t i o n s for R e l i g i o u s A s s o c i a t i o n s , f o r b i d d i n g t h e c a r r y i n g o u t o f 
f u n c t i o n s w i t h o u t p e r m i s s i o n o f t h e l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s . ( S u c h per­
m i s s i o n s a r e n e v e r g i v e n t o p r i e s t s from L i t h u a n i a , s o t h e y a r e 
p r e v e n t e d from ass i s t ing pr ies t s in B y e l o r u s s i a , w h o h a v e to serve 
t h r e e or four p a r i s h e s . — E d . N o t e ) 

T h e w a r n i n g s t a t e d t h a t i f t h e pr ie s t d id n o t c o m p l y , s t e r n e r 
m e a s u r e s w o u l d b e t a k e n . T h i s i s t h e th i rd s u c h w a r n i n g for F a t h e r 
P e t r a v i č i u s . S i n c e V i c e C h a i r m a n L a u k e l i s w o u l d n o t a l l o w h i m 
to m a k e a c o p y of the warning, F a t h e r P e t r a v i č i u s re fused to sign 
a n y a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t . 

V i c e C h a i r m a n L a u k e l i s w a r n e d t h e p r i e s t that n e w s o f th i s 
c o n v e r s a t i o n h a d b e t t e r n o t r e a c h t h e Chronicle; o t h e r w i s e , t h e 
rayon g o v e r n m e n t w o u l d n o t g r a n t a fuel a l l o t m e n t to h e a t t h e 
c h u r c h . " D o n ' t spit in t h e w e l l you ' l l h a v e to dr ink from yourse l f , " 
s a i d E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e V i c e C h a i r m a n L a u k e l i s e n d i n g t h e 
d i s c u s s i o n . 
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K a l e s n i n k a i ( Š a l č i n i n k a i R a y o n ) 

O n J u n e 7 , 1 9 8 4 , t h e pas tor o f t h e par ish o f K a l e s n i n ­
kai, J o n a s V a i t o n i s , was s u m m o n e d t o s e e E x e c u t i v e C o m ­
m i t t e e V i c e C h a i r w o m a n , M r s . T a m a š a u s k i e n ė . T h e V i c e C h a i r ­
w o m a n r e a d a w r i t t e n w a r n i n g from R e l i g i o u s Affairs C o m ­
m i s s i o n e r Pet ras A n i l i o n i s , fo rb idd ing F a t h e r V a i t o n i s t o assist 
pr ies ts in h e a r i n g c o n f e s s i o n s dur ing re l i g ious fest ivals a n d re t reats 
i n B y e l o r u s s i a . M r s . T a m a š a u s k i e n ė w o u l d n o t g i v e t h e p r i e s t 
t h e text o r e v e n a l l o w h i m t o c o p y it. F a t h e r V a i t o n i s w o u l d not 
sign t h e warning . 

P a d u b y s i s ( K e l m ė R a y o n ) 
D u r i n g t h e s u m m e r o f 1 9 8 3 , n e a r t h e p i n e grove o f Pa­

dubys i s , a cross was e r e c t e d wi th a l i t t le s h r i n e a t t a c h e d . 
P e o p l e u s e d t o c o m e t o pray b e f o r e t h e n e w l y e r e c t e d cross , a n d 
t h e y p l a n t e d s o m e f l o w e r s . Al l t h i s d i s p l e a s e d P a r t y S e c r e t a r y 
K e r b e d i s o f t h e Tarybinis Artojas ( S o v i e t P l o w m a n ) C o m m u n a l 
F a r m , a n d h e b e g a n u r g i n g t h e t r a c t o r d r i v e r s t o k n o c k d o w n 
t h e c r o s s , p r o m i s i n g for t h e i r efforts to g ive t h e m a n e w t ractor . 
T r a c t o r d r i v e r A n t a n a s M a r o z a s , a P a r t y c a n d i d a t e , a g r e e d t o 
k n o c k d o w n t h e c r o s s . O n e n i g h t a t t h e e n d o f D e c e m b e r , 1 9 8 3 , 
t h e c r o s s w a s o v e r t u r n e d u s i n g a K i r o v i e c t r a c t o r , a n d t a k e n , 
n o o n e k n o w s w h e r e . 

Party S e c r e t a r y K e r b e d i s k e p t h i s p r o m i s e : S i n c e t h e d e m o ­
l i t ion of t h e cross , t ractor dr iver M a r o z a s i s dr iv ing a n e w tractor. 

T e l š i a i 
O n S e p t e m b e r 2 1 , 1 9 8 3 , i n T e l š i a i , C a t h o l i c A n t a n a s D r o b a 

w a s b e i n g b u r i e d . C o w o r k e r s w e n t t o t h e Rayon E x e c u t i v e 
C o m m i t t e e , a s k i n g p e r m i s s i o n f o r t h e f u n e r a l p r o c e s s i o n t o 
p r o c e e d through t h e c i ty s t reets . P e r m i s s i o n was g i v e n o n c o n d i t i o n 
t h a t n o p r i e s t w o u l d a c c o m p a n y it, a n d n o r e l i g i o u s s y m b o l s — 
c r o s s o r b a n n e r — w o u l d b e c a r r i e d . U s u a l l y , o n l y n o n - r e l i g i o u s 
p a r a d e s a r e a l l o w e d o n t h e c i t y s t r e e t s . T h u s , a s t h e f u n e r a l 
p r o c e s s i o n p r e c e d e d t h r o u g h t h e c i ty , F a t h e r J u o z a p a s P a č i n s k a s 
was d r i v e n t o t h e c e m e t e r y separa te ly . 

Ž l i b i n a i ( P l u n g ė R a y o n ) 
I n 1 9 8 2 t h e f a i t h f u l o f Ž l i b i n a i i n P l u n g ė Rayon s e n t 

a p e t i t i o n ( s i g n e d b y 3 0 0 o f t h e f a i t h f u l ) t o t h e L S S R C o u n c i l 
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o f M i n i s t e r s a n d t h e b i s h o p , d e m a n d i n g t h e return o f t h e i r c h u r c h , 
w h i c h h a d b e e n t u r n e d into a w a r e h o u s e . In t h e p e t i t i o n , i t was 
p o i n t e d out t h a t i t i s d i f f icu l t for t h e faithful to c a r r y o u t t h e i r 
r e l i g i o u s d u t i e s w i t h o u t a c h u r c h : T h e r e a r e n o b u s e s t o o t h e r 
p l a c e s w h e r e t h e r e are c h u r c h e s , a n d t o b u r y t h e d e a d , t h e y are 
f o r c e d t o d r i v e 5 k m a l o n g i m p o s s i b l e r o a d s t o t h e c h u r c h i n 
K a n t a u č i a i a n d afterwards b a c k to t h e c e m e t e r y in Ž l i b i n a i . 

I n s t e a d of a reply, in ter rogat ions b e g a n . W o r k e r s , high school 
s t u d e n t s a n d univer s i ty s tudents w h o had s i g n e d t h e p e t i t i o n w e r e 
t h r e a t e n e d w i t h e x p u l s i o n f r o m w o r k a n d s c h o o l s , a n d w e r e 
p r e s s u r e d t o r e t r a c t t h e i r s i g n a t u r e s . A t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f 1 9 8 3 , 
1 0 6 o f t h e faithful again w e n t t o t h e L S S R C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s , 
r e q u e s t i n g that t h e i r r e l i g i o u s a s s o c i a t i o n b e r e g i s t e r e d , a n d that 
t h e y be a l l o w e d to o p e n a h o u s e o f p r a y e r in Ž l i b i n a i . 

O n M a y 1 8 , 1 9 8 3 , P l u n g ė Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e V i c e 
C h a i r m a n , H e n r i k a s B u i v y d a s , r e p l i e d i n w r i t i n g t o t h e faithful, 
regard ing w h y in Ž l i b i n a i , t h e re l ig ious a s soc ia t ion was not a l l o w e d 
t o b e r e g i s t e r e d , a n d t h e y w e r e n o t a l l o w e d t o o p e n a h o u s e 
o f prayer : 

1. B u s e s are operat ing, h e n c e , i t i s p o s s i b l e to r ide to c h u r c h 
a n d e l s e w h e r e . T r u e , t h e r e are no b u s e s from Ž l i b i n a i , b u t a route 
i s p l a n n e d for t h e future. ( W h e n ? — E d . N o t e ) 

2 . Ž l i b i n a i i s an u n c e r t i f i e d p l a c e o f r e s i d e n c e , a n d so, in t h e 
future, i t w o u l d not n e e d a c h u r c h — all t h e h o m e s t e a d s wil l be 
t ransferred. 

L a z d i j a i R a y o n 

T h e faithful o f t h e V i l l a g e o f P a v e i s i n i n k a i , V i k a l i š k ė , S a p i e -
giškiai , Navikai a n d Aleknišk ia i a p p l i e d t o g o v e r n m e n t a g e n c i e s 
t h e V i l l a g e o f P a v e i s i n i n k a i . I n N o v e m b e r , 1 9 8 3 , t h e y r e c e i v e d 
a n a n s w e r t o t h e i r p e t i t i o n t o t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r for R e l i g i o u s 
Affairs s i g n e d by 1 3 0 o f t h e faithful: 

L S S R C o m m i s s i o n e r o f t h e C o u n c i l for R e l i g i o u s Affairs 
A t t a c h e d t o t h e C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s o f t h e U S S R 
N o v e m b e r 14 , 1 9 8 3 , N o . 4 6 

T o : C i t i z e n Antanas J a n u k o n i s 
Lazdi j i a i Rayon 

K a p č i a m i e s t i s P o s t Off ice 
V i l l a g e o f P a v e i s i n i n k a i 

W e w i s h t o i n f o r m y o u t h a t t h e r e l i g i o u s a s s o c i a t i o n o f 
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P a v e i s i n i n k a i i s not r e g i s t e r e d , a n d so d o e s not h a v e t h e r ight to 
use t h e h o u s e of prayer . 

Y o u r p e t i t i o n , b a s e d on Art. 5 of t h e R e g u l a t i o n s for R e l i g i o u s 
Assoc ia t ions , has b e e n d i r e c t e d t o t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f the 
Lazdi ja i Rayon C o u n c i l o f W o r k e r s ' D e p u t i e s for c o n s i d e r a t i o n , 
as r e q u i r e d . 

C o m m i s s i o n e r for t h e C o u n c i l P . A n i l i o n i s 

Lazdi ja i Rayon C o u n c i l o f W o r k e r s ' D e p u t i e s E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e 
N o v e m b e r 3 0 , 1 9 8 3 N o . 1 4 7 

R e s p o n s e t o a p e t i t i o n w r i t t e n t o t h e L S S R C o m m i s s i o n e r o f 
t h e C o u n c i l for R e l i g i o u s Af fa i r s , a t t a c h e d t o t h e C o u n c i l o f 
M i n i s t e r s o f t h e U S S R . 

T o : Antanas J a n u k o n i s 
R e s i d i n g i n t h e V i l l a g e o f P a v e i s i n i n k a i 
I n t h e D i s t r i c t o f K a p č i a m i e s t i s 

T h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f L a z d i j a i Rayon, h a v i n g c o n ­
s i d e r e d your c o l l e c t i v e p e t i t i o n r e g a r d i n g t h e o p e n i n g o f a c h u r c h 
i n t h e V i l l a g e o f P a v e i s i n i n k a i , repor t s t h a t w e d o n o t a c c e d e t o 
t h e p e t i t i o n o n a c c o u n t o f t h e fo l lowing c i r c u m s t a m c e s . 

I n 1 9 8 4 , w h e n t h e reg i s t ra t ion o f re l i g ious a s s o c i a t i o n s was 
b e i n g c a r r i e d out i n t h e r e p u b l i c , t h e C a t h o l i c c o m m u n i t y o f 
P a v e i s i n i n k a i fa i led t o reg i s ter , a n d n o c o n t r a c t b e t w e e n t h e 
re l ig ious a s s o c i a t i o n a n d g o v e r n m e n t organs for t h e t ransfer to t h e 
a s s o c i a t i o n o f t h e h o u s e o f w o r s h i p a n d o f c h u r c h proper ty 
b e l o n g i n g t o i t was e n t e r e d into. T h e V i l l a g e o f P a v e i s i n i n k a i 
formed part o f t h e D i s t r i c t o f K a p č i a m i e s t i s , a n d b y t h e s a m e t o k e n 
t h e re l i g ious a s s o c i a t i o n was r e g i s t e r e d a s part o f t h e C a t h o l i c 
re l ig ious a s s o c i a t i o n o f K a p č i a m i e s t i s . I n 1 9 5 0 , t h e c h u r c h b u i l d i n g 
was t u r n e d o v e r b y t h e C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s o f t h e L i t h u a n i a n S S R t o 
t h e V e i s ė j a i Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e for a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , w h i c h 
gave it to t h e Zygis į Gyvenimą (Venture into Life) C o m m u n a l 
F a r m , to use for cu l tura l p u r p o s e s . 

T h e c o m m u n a l farm d i d n o t d e m o l i s h t h e b u i l d i n g , n o r d id 
i t m o v e t h e b u i l d i n g t o t h e p l a n n e d c e n t r a l r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a i n 
S e m o š k a i . 

W h e n t h e V e i s ė j a i Rayon w a s a m a l g a m a t e d w i t h L a z d i j a i , 
a n d the c o m m u n a l forms w e r e la ter m e r g e d , t h e former h o u s e o f 
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prayer b e c a m e t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f t h e Kapčiamiestis C o m m u n a l 
F a r m in Lazdi ja i Rayon, a n d p r e s e n t l y b e l o n g s to it. Par t of t h e 
f o r m e r i n v e n t o r y a n d o t h e r c h u r c h p r o p e r t y w a s t u r n e d o v e r t o 
t h e M u s e u m o f A t h e i s m , p a r t w a s r e c l a i m e d b y t h e r e s i d e n t s 
t h e m s e l v e s , a n d par t w a s t u r n e d o v e r t o t h e C a t h o l i c r e l i g i o u s 
a s s o c i a t i o n o f K a p č i a m i e s t i s ( P a r t o f t h e p r o p e r t y w a s t u r n e d 
over, not to t h e re l ig ious a s soc ia t ion o f K a p č i a m i e s t i s , b u t to that 
o f V e i s ė j a i , b e c a u s e P a v e i s i n i n k a i was s e r v e d u n t i l 1 9 6 9 b y t h e 
pastor o f V e i s ė j a i — E d . N o t e . ) 

T h u s t h e b u i l d i n g , w h i c h h a s n o t b e e n u s e d a s a h o u s e o f 
p r a y e r for severa l years, has lost its funct ional v a l u e a n d m e a n i n g . 

S e c o n d l y , t h e r e are no grounds for r e c o n s i d e r i n g t h e q u e s t i o n 
o f t h e r e g i s t r a t i o n o f t h e C a t h o l i c r e l i g i o u s a s s o c i a t i o n o f P a v e i ­
s i n i n k a i a n d t h e t r a n s f e r t o i t o f t h e f o r m e r h o u s e o f p r a y e r 
s i n c e t h e V i l l a g e o f P a v e i s i n i n k a i i s n o t g r o w i n g , a n d h a s n o 
future. At t h e p r e s e n t t i m e , t h e v i l l age has twenty-f ive h o m e s t e a d s , 
with sixty-two r e s i d e n t s . N o r are t h e r e a n y substant ia l r e s i d e n t i a l 
a r e a s n e a r b y from w h i c h i t w o u l d b e c o n v e n i e n t for t h e faithful 
t o g o t o P a v e i s i n i n k a i r a t h e r t h a n t o K a p č i a m i e s t i s , V e i s ė j a i o r 
K u č i ū n a i . 

O n t h e b a s i s o f t h e f a c t s s e t f o r t h , t h e Rayon E x e c u t i v e 
C o m m i t t e e has d e c i d e d not t o h o n o r your r e q u e s t . 

L . V a n a g a s 

V i c e C h a i r m a n o f t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e 

V i l n i u s 

T o : T h e P r o s e c u t o r o f t h e L i t h u a n i a n S S R 

T h e C h i e f o f S t a t e S e c u r i t y o f t h e L i t h u a n i a n S S R 

F r o m : V ladas L a p i e n i s 
R e s i d i n g a t G e l v u o n i ų 4 7 - 7 
V i l n i u s 

A P e t i t i o n 
" E v e r y o n e i s a l l o w e d t o speak a n d wr i te w h a t e v e r h e p l e a s e s , 

w i t h o u t r e s t r i c t i o n , " sa id t h e f o u n d e r o f t h e B o l s h e v i k ( n o w t h e 
C o m m u n i s t ) Party. ("Writings of Lenin, V o l . 1 0 , p. 1 9 5 ) 

After t h e O c t o b e r R e v o l u t i o n , this party, h a v i n g s e i z e d p o w e r , 
p r o c l a i m e d i n t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , " T h e r i g h t o f r e l i g i o u s a n d ant i-
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Vladas Lapienis 

r e l ig ious p ropaganda i s r e c o g n i z e d for all c i t i z e n s . " ( Ja ros lavsk is , 

Apie religija — Concerning Religion, 1 9 5 9 , V i l n i u s , p. 2 7 ) T h i s 

C o n s t i t u t i o n d e c l a r e s t h e e q u a l i t y o f all c i t i z e n s b e f o r e the l aw, 

i n d e p e n d e n t o f the i r r e l a t ionsh ip t o re l ig ion . B u t w h e n this Par ty 

b e c a m e i n t r e n c h e d i n t h e g o v e r n m e n t , t h e y p r o c l a i m e d a n e w 

C o n s t i t u t i o n w h i c h d e c l a r e s o n l y t h e r i g h t t o c o n d u c t a t h e i s t i c 

p r o p a g a n d a . (Art. 5 2 ) I n th i s C o n s t i t u t i o n , b e l i e v e r s a re a l r e a d y 

v i c t i m s o f d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , s i n c e t h e y a re d e n i e d t h e r igh t o f r e ­

l ig ious propaganda. 

M o r e o v e r , t h e s a m e a r t i c l e o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n d e c l a r e s , 
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" I n c i t i n g d i s c o r d a n d h a t r e d in c o n n e c t i o n with re l ig ious cul ts i s 
f o r b i d d e n . " T h i s a l so d i s c r i m i n a t e s aga ins t b e l i e v e r s s i n c e t h e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n d o e s not m e n t i o n i n c i t i n g d i s c o r d a n d h a t r e d i n 
c o n n e c t i o n wi th a t h e i s t i c propaganda. H e n c e , Ar t ic le 5 2 o f the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n nul l i f ies t h e e q u a l i t y b e f o r e t h e law p r o c l a i m e d i n 
Ar t ic le 3 4 o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . T h i s i s w h e r e a h o s t o f c o n f l i c t i n g 
s i tuat ions b e t w e e n r e l i g i o u s l y b e l i e v i n g c i t i z e n s a n d t h e state ar i ses . 
A n d as l o n g as this m i s t a k e i s u n c o r r e c t e d , to u s e L e n i n ' s words, 
" U n l e s s this i s d o n e , a n y words a b o u t t o l e r a n c e or re l ig ious free­
d o m wi l l be a r e g r e t t a b l e g a m e a n d a d i s h o n o r a b l e l i e ! " ("Patval-

d y s t ė svyruoja — Autocracy is Tottering, L e n i n , Complete Works 

V 1 9 7 8 , V o l . 7, p. 1 2 1 ) 

W e often h e a r from t h e l ips o f a thei s t s o n radio a n d t e l e v i s i o n , 
a n d e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e press , d i s respect fu l a n d untruthful r e f e r e n c e s 
t o G o d a n d t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h , profaning t h e t e a c h i n g o f Chr i s t , 
untruthful ly se t t ing forth t h e truths o f faith, a b u n d a n t l y s p e w i n g 
v i c i o u s n e s s , c a l u m n i e s aga ins t t h e P o p e , t h e b i s h o p s , pr ies ts a n d 
re l ig ious . W e h e a r a n d i n t h e press w e r e a d insul ts against 
b e l i e v e r s , a n d wrong-doings are very often a t t r i b u t e d to t h e faithful 
w i t h o u t foundat ion. In a word, w h e n athei s t s , s u p p o r t e d and i n c i t e d 
b y t h e g o v e r n m e n t fight aga ins t G o d a n d t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h wi th 
t h e h e l p o f mass m e d i a , t h e faithful m u s t d e f e n d t h e m s e l v e s . 
B y w h a t m e a n s ? T h e g o v e r n m e n t d o e s not a l l o w b e l i e v e r s t o 
d e f e n d t h e m s e l v e s through t h e mass m e d i a . T h e faithful d e f e n d 
t h e m s e l v e s in t h e Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, 

p u b l i c i z i n g t h e in jus t ices p e r p e t r a t e d aga ins t t h e m , w i t h i n t h e 
L S S R C r i m i n a l C o d e ' s de f in i t ion o f e s s e n t i a l d e f e n s e , that is, 
d e f e n d i n g t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e p u b l i c (in this c a s e , t h e b e l i e v i n g 
p u b l i c ) from attacks a n d a c c u s a t i o n s , as l o n g as t h e l imi t s are not 
e x c e e d e d . 

S i n c e t h e a the i s t s , i n t h e i r a t tack aga ins t t h e b e l i e v i n g p u b l i c 
u s e p e r i o d i c a l p u b l i c a t i o n s p r i n t e d i n m a s s i v e e d i t i o n s , b r o c h u r e s , 
b o o k s , radio a n d t e l e v i s i o n , w h i l e t h e faithful c a n d e f e n d t h e m ­
s e l v e s o n l y wi th t h e Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, 

j u s t a few p a g e s long, t y p e d for smal l c i r c u l a t i o n , it is self-
e v i d e n t that t h e C a t h o l i c s d o not e x c e e d t h e l imi t s o f e s s e n t i a l 
se l f-defense . H e n c e , t h e r e are n o grounds for a c c u s i n g t h e C a t h o l i c s 
of p u b l i s h i n g a n d d i s s e m i n a t i n g t h e Chronicle of the Catholic 

Church in Lithuania, s i n c e t h e y do so w i t h i n t h e def in i t ion of 
n e c e s s a r y se l f-defense . 

On J u l y 2 , 1 9 7 5 , Tiesa wrote, " D u r i n g t h e fascist d i c t a t o r s h i p 
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in S p a i n , wi th terror a n d r e p r e s s i o n rampant , t h e p o l i t i c a l , soc ia l 
a n d e c o n o m i c a c h i e v e m e n t s o f t h e S p a n i s h nat ion w e r e destroyed. . . 
I n 1 9 3 9 , t h e act iv i t ie s o f all po l i t i ca l par t ies , e x c e p t t h e ru l ing 
pol i t ica l party, w e r e forbidden.. . S o m e m i n i s t e r s o f cul t , i n t h e i r 
s e r m o n s , m a k e harsh s t a t e m e n t s aga ins t t h e s ta te . . . " ( s ic) 

J. G r i g u l e v i č i u s in his b o o k , Vatikanas XX amžius (The Vatican 

— The Twentieth Century), p u b l i s h e d in V i l n i u s , 1 9 8 2 , p. 1 3 8 , 
w r o t e : " E v e n t s i n Nazi G e r m a n y d e v e l o p e d i n t h e s a m e way 
that t h e y did i n F a s c i s t I ta ly . H o w e v e r , M u s s o l i n i d id not d e c i d e 

t o c u t off al l t ies wi th t h e C h u r c h , a n d c h o s e c o m p r o m i s e . T h e 
G e r m a n F u e h r e r r e c o g n i z e d o n l y t h e k i n d o f C h u r c h w h i c h s h o u t e d , 
' H e i l , H i t l e r ! ' C a t h o l i c organizat ions w e r e t a k e n o v e r b y t h e Nazis , 
a n d all c h u r c h p e o p l e w e r e t r a n s f o r m e d into servants o f t h e 
T h i r d R e i c h ; t h e C e n t r a l Party was d i s p e r s e d . T h o s e w h o o p p o s e d 
s u c h a pol icy , t h e Nazis c r a m m e d into c o n c e n t r a t i o n c a m p s , 
or k i l l e d out r ight . " 

T h e C z a r i s t g o v e r n m e n t i n Russ ia , a n d t h e Nazi s dur ing t h e i r 
r e g i m e i n G e r m a n y , i n c r e a s e d r e p r e s s i o n s aga ins t d i s s e n t e r s : T h e y 
t e r r o r i z e d p e o p l e a n d t r ied t o get rid o f t h e m p h y s i c a l l y , h o p i n g 
t o r e p p r e s s o p p o s i t i o n s , a n d i n t h i s w a y t h e y b e c a m e b o g g e d 
d o w n in a sti l l g r e a t e r cr i s i s unt i l f inal ly t h e y c o l l a p s e d . So we 
c l e a r l y s e e that today w e n e e d , not o p p r e s s i o n , not r e p r e s s i o n , t h e 
prol i ferat ion o f g r e a t e r p u n i s h m e n t s , b u t d e m o c r a t i c re forms, a m o n g 
t h e m e q u a l r ights a n d t h e grant ing o f f r e e d o m s t o al l c i t i z e n s , 
a s p r o c l a i m e d i n t h e D e c l a r a t i o n o f H u m a n R i g h t s a n d o t h e r 
d o c u m e n t s d e a l i n g wi th h u m a n rights a n d b a s i c f r e e d o m s , a n d 
that t h o s e rights be not j u s t on paper, b u t in actual i ty . 

E v e r y day o f t h e p r e l i m i n a r y inves t iga t ion, i t b e c o m e s m o r e 
a n d m o r e c l e a r that j u s t i c e i s o v e r r u l e d b y anger , h a t r e d a n d e v e n 
v e n g e a n c e . I t i s b e c o m i n g i n c r e a s i n g l y c l e a r that t h e y h a v e a 
g rowing d e s i r e , i f n o t to des t roy m e , t h e n a t leas t to curta i l my 
f reedom, t o foist o n m e t h e i r o w n c o n v i c t i o n s w h i c h are e s s e n t i a l l y 
o p p o s e d t o t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f f r e e d o m . 

In my work, I was g u i d e d by natural law, t h e C o m m a n d ­
m e n t s o f G o d and t h e C h u r c h , Ar t ic les 3 4 , 3 9 , 4 9 , 5 0 a n d 5 2 o f t h e 
country ' s C o n s t i t u t i o n a n d o t h e r p u b l i c l y p r o m u l g a t e d S o v i e t laws, 
t h e a p p l i c a b l e a r t i c l e s o f t h e U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f H u m a n 
Rights , a n d e s p e c i a l l y Ar t ic le 2 , w h i c h says : 

" E v e r y o n e i s e n t i t l e d to all t h e r ights a n d f r e e d o m s set forth 
in this D e c l a r a t i o n , w i t h o u t d i s t i n c t i o n o f any k ind, s u c h as... 
pol i t ica l . . . j u r i s d i c t i o n a l or i n t e r n a t i o n a l status... 
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Art ic le 1 9 : " E v e r y o n e has the r ight to f reedom of op in ion and 

exp res s ion ; this r ight i nc ludes f reedom to hold op in ions wi thout 

i n t e r f e r ence and to s eek , r e c e i v e and impart informat ion and ideas 

through any m e d i a and regard less o f f ront ie rs . " 

Ar t i c le 3 0 : " N o t h i n g in this D e c l a r a t i o n m a y be in t e rp re t ed a s 

imp ly ing for any S ta te , g roup or pe r son any r ight to e n g a g e in any 

ac t iv i ty o r to perform any ac t a i m e d a t t he des t ruc t ion o f any o f the 

r ights and f reedoms set forth h e r e i n . " 

A n d i n S o v i e t law, i t says: " I f a n in te rna t ional a g r e e m e n t o f 

the U S S R sets forth r ides w h i c h are dif ferent from those set forth 

i n S o v i e t L a w , the ru les o f the in te rna t iona l a g r e e m e n t app ly . " 

( L S S R C o d e x o f C iv i l P r o c e d i n g s , Ar t i c le 4 8 2 . " T h e F o u n d a t i o n s 

o f P u b l i c E d u c a t i o n i n the U S S R " . M o s c o w , 1 9 7 3 , Ar t i c le 6 5 , et . a l . ) 

T h u s in my work, I b a s e d m y s e l f on natural law, t he count ry ' s 

Cons t i tu t ion and S o v i e t law wh ich has b e e n p romulga ted , inter­

na t iona l a g r e e m e n t s dea l i ng with human rights and b a s i c f r eedoms , 

i n c l u d i n g f reedom o f thought , c o n s c i e n c e , re l ig ion and b e l i e f s , 

and not r e q u i r e m e n t s thought up and i m a g i n e d by s o m e off icials , 

w h o , in c o m m i t t i n g offenses aga ins t Soc i a l i s t j u s t i c e are mi s t aken 

t h e m s e l v e s and l e ad o thers astray. F o r " to r e s p e c t the pe rson o f 

c i t i z e n s , to d e f e n d the i r r ights and f reedoms , i s the duty of all 

s tate o rgans : p u b l i c organiza t ions and of f ic ia l s , " p roc l a ims Ar t ic le 

5 7 o f t he Cons t i tu t ion . 

T h e exp lana t ion o f s o m e state organs and officials fai l ing to 

r e s p e c t t he pe r sons o f the i r count ry ' s c i t i z ens , and fai l ing to guard 

the i r r ights and f reedoms , that t h e y do so in the n a m e of the law, 

a re s imi la r t o the exp lana t ions o f t he Nazis w h o c r o w d e d p e o p l e 

in to c o n c e n t r a t i o n c a m p s o r dea th c a m p s in t he n a m e of the law; 

dur ing the era o f the Sta l in pe rsona l i ty cul t , i n n o c e n t p e o p l e w e r e 

put i n pr i son o r b e h i n d b a r b e d wi re , a n d e x i l e d . T h e s e d e e d s , 

sa id t o b e " in the n a m e o f the l aw" , t he X X Par ty C o n g r e s s la ter 

r e so lu t e ly c o n d e m n e d . 

A m o n g the b a s e s o f p e a c e i s r e s p e c t for i n a l i e n a b l e h u m a n 

r ights , for p e a c e is j u s t i c e , and war a r i ses from the t ransgress ion 

o f r ights . I f human rights a re v io la t ed u n d e r p e a c e t i m e cond i t i ons , 

t h e n par t icular ly impor tan t and, from the a s p e c t o f progress 

i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e , i s any mani fes ta t ion of war aga ins t humani ty , 

w h i c h canno t b e r e c o n c i l e d wi th any program ca l l i ng i t s e l f 

" h u m a n e " . 

S t rugg l ing for t rue and c o m p l e t e f reedom of re l ig ion , for the 

4 8 Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania No. 63 



right to p roc la im o n e ' s b e l i e f s p u b l i c l y , I am d e t e r m i n e d again to 

be unjust ly a c c u s e d and unjust ly s e n t e n c e d . 

J u s t i c e e l e v a t e s a nat ion. I n ju s t i c e m a k e s i t unhappy , and 

e v e n ki l ls it. 

March 9 , 1 9 8 4 

Vladas L a p i e n i s s en t pe t i t ions o f s imi la r na ture , showing 

the absurd i ty o f t he t rumped-up accusa t ions , and the i r ut ter 

lack o f foundat ion in t he j u r i d i ca l s e n s e , t o t he P r o s e c u t o r o f 

the L S S R and the C h i e f o f t he K G B , o n Apri l 1 3 and 19 , 1 9 8 4 . 

L e i p a l i n g i s (Lazd i ja i R a y o n ) 

A t t he b e g i n n i n g o f 1 9 8 4 , off icers , i n c l u d i n g Major M a r c h e n k a , 

Major Gorba t sky , Major K i m and o the rs , to ld Pr iva te Robe r t a s 

Gr igas , w h o i s do ing his mi l i ta ry s e r v i c e a t B a d a m Sta t ion , 

Kazakh, that i f he c o n t i n u e d refusing to take the (mi l i ta ry) oath, 

( S e e Chronicle No . 54 — T r a n s . N o t e ) , that he r i sked five years 

depr iva t ion o f f r eedom acco rd ing t o t he C r i m i n a l C o d e o f Kazakh. 

T h e young man r e i t e r a t ed h is d e c i s i o n , saying, " I don ' t e x p e c t 

any th ing b e t t e r from y o u , " and in a wr i t ten report to the C h i e f 

o f t he Po l i t i ca l D i v i s i o n , he e x p l a i n e d that, b e i n g a C a t h o l i c , he 

cou ld not swea r a l l e g i a n c e to a sys tem b a s e d on a the i s t i c ideo logy . 

D u r i n g the d i scuss ion , t he off icers kep t us ing profani ty and 

th r ea t en ing the young man with the horrors o f S o v i e t pr i son . 

I n May , 1 9 8 4 , R o b e r t a s G r i g a s ' c o m p u l s o r y mi l i ta ry se rv ice 

e n d e d . O n e o f the super io r officers w h o ea r l i e r r i d i cu l ed h im, 

told h im, in part ing, " I t i s my wish for you that you a lways be 

steadfast as bef i ts a h u m a n b e i n g and a man. I wou ld l ike my sons 

to be l ike y o u . " 
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A 1976 photo of the Queen of Peace Church in Klaipeda, which 
was confiscated from the faithful in 1962 and converted into a 
concert hall. 

K l a i p e d a 

T o : Yur i Andropov , 

G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y o f t he Cen t r a l C o m m i t t e e , 

C o m m u n i s t Party, U S S R 

C o p i e s to : L S S R C o u n c i l o f Min i s t e r s 

C o m m i s s i o n e r Kuroyedov o f the 

C o u n c i l for R e l i g i o u s Affairs 

a t t ached t o the U S S R C o u n c i l o f Min i s t e r s 

F r o m : T h e C h u r c h C o m m i t t e e and Fa i th fu l o f K l a i p e d a 

A P e t i t i o n 

W e r e q u e s t t ha t you a l l o w u s t o u s e t h e c h u r c h w h i c h w e 

e r e c t e d in 1 9 6 1 , a t our o w n e x p e n s e and wi th our o w n labor , and 

w h i c h was con f i s ca t ed from us dur ing the rule o f K r u s h c h e v , and 

t u r n e d in to a p h i l h a r m o n i c ha l l . T h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e c h u r c h , 

and all pe rmi t s nece s sa ry , w e r e c l e a r e d not on ly wi th the govern-
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m e r i t o f t h e r e p u b l i c , b u t w i t h t h a t o f t h e e n t i r e u n i o n . B u t 
w h e n t h e c h u r c h h a d b e e n c o m p l e t e d , t h e y c o n f i s c a t e d it, a n d w e 
b e l i e v e r s felt p r a c t i c a l l y t h r o w n out o n t h e s t reet . T h i s s i tuat ion has 
l a s t e d t o th i s day. T h e p r e s e n t c h u r c h i s v e r y s m a l l , b a r e l y 2 2 0 
square m e t e r s , a n d c a n n o t h o l d al l o f t h e faithful, s o that dur ing 
se rv ices we are f o r c e d to s tand in t h e s t reet , e v e n w h e n i t i s 
ra in ing a n d w h e n i t i s c o l d . 

A f t e r t h e c h u r c h e s i n N i d a a n d J u o d k r a n t ė w e r e c l o s e d , 
t h e r e w e r e 1 3 0 , 0 0 0 C a t h o l i c s l iv ing i n K l a i p ė d a a n d its e n v i r o n s . 
W e b e l i e v e r s h a v e d i r e c t e d a w h o l e l i s t o f p e t i t i o n s t o t h e govern­
m e n t organs, r e q u e s t i n g that t h e w r o n g c o m m i t t e d b e r ighted . 

— I n 1 9 7 4 , w e a p p l i e d t o C o m m i s s i o n e r K u r o y e d o v o f t h e 
C o u n c i l for R e l i g i o u s Affairs, a t t a c h e d t o t h e U S S R C o u n c i l o f 
M i n i s t e r s . T h e p e t i t i o n was s i g n e d b y 3 0 0 0 b e l i e v e r s . 

— I n M a r c h , 1 9 7 9 , t o C h a i r m a n L e o n i d I . B r e z h n e v , C h a i r ­
m a n o f t h e P r e s i d i u m o f t h e U S S R C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s . 

— I n O c t o b e r , 1 9 7 9 , w e a g a i n a p p l i e d t o L e o n i d B r e z h n e v 
a n d K u r o y e d o v w i t h a p e t i t i o n s i g n e d by 1 4 8 , 1 4 9 o f t h e faithful. 

— In 1 9 8 0 , a p e t i t i o n wi th 6 0 0 s ignatures was s e n t to L e o n i d 
B r e z h n e v a n d K u r o y e d o v . 

— I n J u n e , 1 9 8 1 , a d e l e g a t i o n o f t h r e e p e o p l e p e r s o n a l l y 
p r e s e n t e d p e t i t i o n s t o C o m m i s s i o n e r K u r o y e d o v o f t h e C o u n c i l for 
R e l i g i o u s Affairs. 

— In S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 8 1 , a d e l e g a t i o n of t e n p e r s o n s p r e s e n t e d 
p e t i t i o n s t o B r e z h n e v a n d K u r o y e d o v . 

— I n A p r i l , 1 9 8 1 , w e s e n t a p e t i t i o n t o L e o n i d B r e z h n e v 
wi th 2 1 , 0 3 3 s ignatures . 

— I n J u n e , 1 9 8 2 , for t h e t h i r d t i m e , a d e l e g a t i o n o f t e n 
p r e s e n t e d t h e p e t i t i o n t o B r e z h n e v a n d K u r o y e d o v . 

W e c a n n o t c o n t e n t o u r s e l v e s w i t h t h e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e 
p r e s e n t c h u r c h , b e c a u s e e v e n a f te r r e m o d e l i n g , i t w i l l n o t b e 
a b l e t o h o l d a l l t h e fa i thful , a n d d u r i n g t h e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , w e 
w o u l d b e le f t for s e v e r a l y e a r s c o m p l e t e l y w i t h o u t a h o u s e o f 
prayer . 

F e w p e o p l e p a t r o n i z e t h e c h u r c h c o n v e r t e d i n t o a c o n c e r t 
hal l . A large propor t ion of t h e faithful a l so do n o t go to c o n c e r t s 
t a k i n g p l a c e i n t h e c h u r c h w h i c h h a s b e e n c o n v e r t e d i n t o a 
p h i l h a r m o n i c h a l l , ( s i c ) L a t e l y , w i t h t h e e r e c t i o n o f t h e Ž v e j a i 
C u l t u r a l C e n t e r , h o l d i n g 1 2 0 0 , b a r e l y a f e w c o n c e r t s a m o n t h 
are h e l d i n t h e p h i l h a r m o n i c hal l , w h i c h seats o n l y 6 0 0 . 

W e c o n s t r u c t e d t h e c h u r c h o u r s e l v e s . W i t h o u t t h e n e c e s s a r y 

Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania No. 63 5 1 



too l s , we d r a i n e d s w a m p s , dug the foundat ion wi th s h o v e l s and 

ca r r i ed b r i cks and o ther foundat ion mate r ia l s by hand . M o r e than 

o n e person w e e p s w h e n r e m e m b e r i n g the cond i t ions u n d e r w h i c h 

the C h u r c h o f the Q u e e n o f P e a c e was e r e c t e d . 

W e a g a i n r e q u e s t t ha t y o u c o r r e c t t h e i n j u s t i c e d o n e t o u s 

dur ing the re ign o f K r u s h c h e v : To return the chu rch e v e n i n t he 

c o n d i t i o n i t i s i n n o w — a t l e a s t t h e w a l l s . W e w o u l d n o t 

c o m p l a i n ; w e w o u l d b e gra tefu l for its r e tu rn . T h u s , t h e w o r l d 

w i l l s e e a n d b e l i e v e tha t t h e S o v i e t g o v e r n m e n t a n d t h e Pa r ty 

a r e c o n c e r n e d a b o u t p e o p l e . W e a w a i t a n a f f i r m a t i v e r e p l y . 

E n c l o s e d i s a s u p p l e m e n t o f 91 pages , b e a r i n g 2 2 , 5 3 9 s ignatures . 

K la ipeda , J anua ry , 1 9 8 3 

In S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 8 2 , C o m m i s s i o n e r for R e l i g i o u s Affairs Pe t ras 

An i l ion i s , in r ep ly to the d e m a n d s of the faithful for t he re turn of 

t h e conf i sca ted c h u r c h o f the Q u e e n o f P e a c e i n Kla ipeda , offered 

to r e m o d e l the p r e s e n t chu rch in K la ipeda , to i n c r e a s e its capac i ty 

t h r e e - f o l d , b u t t h e fai thful w o u l d no t a g r e e , a n d d e m a n d e d the 

re turn o f t he c h u r c h w h i c h t h e y had e r e c t e d . I n D e c e m b e r , 

D i r e c t o r Ga lus t i an o f the M o s c o w D e p a r t m e n t for R e l i g i o u s Affairs, 

Pe t ras Ani l ion i s and the E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f K l a i p e d a offered 

to e n l a rge the p r e s e n t chu rch to 8 0 0 square me te r s , but the 

faithful again d e m a n d e d the return o f t he church w h i c h t h e y had 

bui l t . (Th i s was t h e or igin o f the pe t i t ion o f J anua ry , 1 9 8 3 , 

wr i t t en t o G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y Yuri Andropov o f the Cen t r a l C o m ­

m i t t e e o f the C o m m u n i s t Party, U S S R — E d . No te . ) 

I n M a y , 1 9 8 3 , a d e l e g a t i o n o f t e n p e o p l e w e n t t o t h e R e l i ­

g i o u s Affairs C o u n c i l i n M o s c o w , d e m a n d i n g tha t t h e i n j u s t i c e 

p e r p e t r a t e d b y the c o u n c i l b e r epa i r ed . C o m i n g s o m e t i m e la te r 

from M o s c o w , G a l u s t i a n s u m m o n e d t h e fai thful a n d to ld t h e m , 

" T h e g o v e r n m e n t w i l l c o n s t r u c t a c h u r c h i n K l a i p e d a , t e l l u s 

your p r e f e r e n c e s . " 4 6 0 0 o f the faithful to ld Kuroyedov in wr i t ing 

( c o p i e s t o P e t r a s A n i l i o n i s a n d t h e E e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f 

K l a i p e d a ) that t h e y w a n t e d to have a c h u r c h as large as t he o n e 

w h i c h had b e e n conf i sca ted . G o v e r n m e n t officials told the faithful 

to e s t a b l i s h a n e w c h u r c h c o m m i t t e e , b u t wi th t h e de t e r i o r a t i on 

o f U S S R foreign and d o m e s t i c p o l i c i e s , An i l ion i s has forgot ten all h is 

p r o m i s e s and k e e p s r epea t ing , " W e wi l l g ive t h e m no th ing , a n d 

wi l l a l low t h e m no th ing ! " 
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Jonas Sadūnas 

V i l n i u s 

T o : T h e C h i e f J u s t i c e o f t h e L S S R S u p r e m e C o u r t 
T h e P r o s e c u t o r o f t h e L S S R 

F r o m : C o n v i c t J o n a s S a d ū n a s 
J o n a v a , D a r i a u s - G i r e n o 19, 
S p e c k o m e n d a t u r a 

A P e t i t i o n 
S e p t e m b e r 1 9 a n d 2 0 , 1 9 8 3 , I w a s i n t e r r o g a t e d a t t h e h e a d ­

quar te r s o f t h e L i t h u a n i a n S S R K G B , b y I n t e r r o g a t o r - L i e u t e n a n t 
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V i d a s B a u m i l a o f t h e I n t e r r o g a t i o n S e c t i o n , a s a w i t n e s s i n t h e 
c a s e o f F a t h e r S ig i tas T a m k e v i č i u s . 

S o m e o f t h e interrogator ' s q u e s t i o n s : 
1 . Y o u r s ister, Nijolė S a d ū n a i t ė , c o m e s to J o n a v a to vis i t you. 

W h e n did you last s e e h e r ? , e t c . 
2 . H o w d i d c o p i e s o f l e t t e r s a n d g r e e t i n g s f r o m N i j o l ė 

S a d ū n a i t ė , P e t r a s P a u l a i t i s , P e t r a s P l u m p a P l u i r a a n d o t h e r s , 
c o p i e d i n m y ( s i c ) h a n d , g e t t o F a t h e r T a m k e v i č i u s ' a p a r t m e n t ? 

3 . H o w , from t h e a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d l e t t e r s , d i d t w o e x c e r p t s 
from t w o of Nijolė S a d ū n a i t ė ' s l e t te r s g e t p r i n t e d in t h e Chronicle 

of the Catholic Church in Lithuania"? 

4 . D i d F a t h e r S i g i t a s T a m k e v i č i u s v i s i t o u r ( s i c ) a p a r t m e n t ? 
5 . W h y d id you c o p y t h e l e t t e r s ? 
6. D i d y o u r e a d t h e Chronicle of the Catholic Church in 

Lithuania? 

7 . T o w h i c h po l i t i ca l p r i s o n e r s d id you wr i te l e t t e r s ? 
M o r e o v e r , t h e i n v e s t i g a t o r w o u l d n o t c o n s e n t t o t h e s e t w o 

d e m a n d s o f m i n e : 

1 . T o s h o w m e t h e s e a r c h r e c o r d , t o s e e w h e t h e r c o p i e s o f 
le t ters m a d e b y m e w e r e found i n F a t h e r T a m k e v i č i u s ' a p a r t m e n t 
dur ing t h e raid. 

2 . T h e in ter rogator s tr ict ly forbade m e , as a w i t n e s s , to m a k e 
a n o t e o f t h e d a t e s o f l e t t e r s I h a d c o p i e d , s h o w i n g w h o h a d 
w r i t t e n t h e m , a n d from w h e r e . 

3 . T o ar range a conf ronta t ion for m e wi th F a t h e r T a m k e v i č i u s , 
i n o r d e r t o a n s w e r t h e fo l lowing q u e s t i o n s : 

a . W a s t h e p r i e s t in our a p a r t m e n t ? 
b . W e r e c o p i e s o f t h e a f o r e m e n t i o n e d l e t t e r s f o u n d i n t h e 

pr ies t ' s a p a r t m e n t dur ing t h e ra id? 
c . D i d t h e p r i e s t , d u r i n g i n t e r r o g a t i o n , r e a l l y say t h a t I h a d 

g i v e n h i m c o p i e s o f t h e a foresa id l e t te r s , a s t h e i n v e s t i g a t o r h a d 
told m e dur ing t h e in ter rogat ion, S e p t e m b e r 19, 1 9 8 3 ? 

W h e n I re fused for t h e a f o r e s a i d r e a s o n s to s i g n t h e r e c o r d 
o f in ter rogat ion, t h e in ter rogator sa id: " W e h a v e t h e r ight t o h o l d 
y o u u n t i l O c t o b e r 1 0 ; y o u w i l l su f fer e x t r e m e u n p l e a s a n t n e s s , 
b e c a u s e you are a c r i m i n a l offender, a n d wi l l r e m a i n s u c h all your 
l i fe. I f you d o n ' t test i fy i n c o u r t that F a t h e r S i g i t a s T a m k e v i č i u s 
v i s i t e d y o u r a p a r t m e n t , w e w i l l p u t y o u o n tr ia l aga in, af ter t h e 
trial o f F a t h e r S ig i tas T a m k e v i č i u s , e i t h e r for refusal to testify, or 
for g i v i n g fa l se t e s t i m o n y i n t h e c a s e o f F a t h e r S i g i t a s T a m k e ­
v i č i u s , e t c . " 

5 4 Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania No. 63 



I n t h e r e c o r d o f in ter rogat ion, t h e in ter rogator wrote , " I h a v e 
r e a d t h e r e c o r d . E v e r y t h i n g h a s b e e n w r i t t e n t ru th fu l ly , I h a v e 
no addi t ions, I refuse to sign, a n d I refuse to t a k e part in t h e 
t r ia l " , e t c . 

I to ld the interrogator that I h a d not said that e v e r y t h i n g in t h e 
r e c o r d h a d b e e n c o r r e c t l y wr i t ten down, that I re fused to take part 
in t h e tr ial , e t c . , b u t that I re fused o n l y to s ign t h e r e c o r d . T h e 
i n t e r r o g a t o r r e p l i e d , " W e ' l l g e t a l o n g w i t h o u t y o u r s i g n a t u r e . I 
h a v e s i g n e d , a n d t h e c o u r t , t h e j u d g e , w i l l t a k e m y w o r d t h a t 
e v e r y t h i n g i n t h e r e c o r d has b e e n wr i t ten d o w n fai thful ly ." 

I r e q u e s t t h e C h i e f J u d g e o f t h e U S S R S u p r e m e C o u r t a n d t h e 
P r o s e c u t o r for t h e L S S R : 

1 . T o a t t a c h m y s t a t e m e n t t o F a t h e r S i g i t a s T a m k e v i č i u s ' 
f i le. 

2 . T o a l l o w m e , a s a w i t n e s s , t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e t r i a l o f 
F a t h e r S i g i t a s T a m k e v i č i u s , s o t h a t I m i g h t b e a b l e t o r e a d this 
s t a t e m e n t dur ing t h e a foresa id trial. 

3 . T o c o n s i d e r t h e r e c o r d o f in ter rogat ion wr i t ten b y I n v e s t i ­
gator Vidas B a u m i l a o n S e p t e m b e r 1 9 - 2 0 , 1 9 8 3 , inval id, s i n c e 
i t d o e s not b e a r my s ignature, a n d I d id n o t g ive t h e in ter rogator 
a u t h o r i z a t i o n t o d r a w u p a n i n t e r r o g a t i o n r e p o r t i n m y n a m e , 
a n d in his o w n way. 

S e p t e m b e r 2 0 , 1 9 8 3 

I N T H E S O V I E T S C H O O L 

V i d u k l ė 
O n M a y 2 3 , 1 9 8 4 , C l a s s 1 1 B H o m e r o o m t e a c h e r , M r s . M i k o -

l a i t i e n ė , to ld h e r pupi l , M i s s J u r a t ė K a p l a n a i t ė , that b e c a u s e she 
h a d g r e e t e d a r e t u r n e d pr i soner , a n d h a d p r a y e d p u b l i c l y in 
c h u r c h with e v e r y o n e e l s e for t h e i m p r i s o n e d pastor, F a t h e r 
Alfonsas Svar inskas , s h e w o u l d not be a l l o w e d to take final exam­
inat ions . V i c e P r i n c i p a l M r s . S . B a l u t i e n ė a c c u s e d J u r a t ė o f anti-
S o v i e t act iv i ty a n d c a l l e d h e r mora l ly d e g e n e r a t e , e v e n t h o u g h i n 
p a r e n t s ' m e e t i n g s , t h e girl u s e d t o b e pra i sed, a n d n o fault h a d 
b e e n found with her . 

T h e parents took a pe t i t ion t o t h e M i n i s t e r o f E d u c a t i o n , 
protes t ing aga ins t s u c h b e h a v i o r b y t h e t e a c h e r s . O n l y o n t h e 
s e c o n d try w e r e t h e y a b l e to get in to s e e t h e m i n i s t e r for a 
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short w h i l e , p r a c t i c a l l y forc ing t h e i r way in. T h e m i n i s t e r s ta ted 
that h e c o u l d d o n o t h i n g , that h e w o u l d h a v e t o i n v e s t i g a t e 
e v e r y t h i n g i n p e r s o n , a n d for that h e h a d n o t i m e . " M o s t o f the 
j u r i s d i c t i o n in this m a t t e r rests wi th t h e Rayon D e p a r t m e n t of 
E d u c a t i o n , g o s e e t h e m , " t h e M i n i s t e r o f E d u c a t i o n told t h e parents . 

T o : T h e M i n i s t e r o f E d u c a t i o n o f t h e L i t h u a n i a n S S R 
F r o m : S a l o m ė j a K a p l a n i e n ė , D a u g h t e r o f R a p o l a s 

R a s e i n i ų Ra j . , V i d u k l ė s a p y l i n k ė 
V i d u k l ė s ge l . st. D a r b i n i n k ų g. 

A P e t i t i o n 
H o n o r a b l e M i n i s t e r , I a p p e a l to y o u in t h e m a t t e r o f my 

daughter , J ū r a t ė K a p l a n a i t ė . My d a u g h t e r i s a s t u d e n t in t h e 
M i d d l e S c h o o l o f V i d u k l ė . S h e f i n i s h e d t h e e l e v e n t h c lass , a n d 
w i t h o u t i n d i c a t i n g a n y c a u s e , t h e y w o u l d n o t a l l o w h e r t o take t h e 
graduat ion e x a m i n a t i o n . Al ready dur ing t h e s c h o o l year, m y 
d a u g h t e r was w a r n e d that for a n t i - S o v i e t act ivi ty, s h e w o u l d n o t 
b e a l l o w e d t o t o take t h e e x a m i n a t i o n . ( F o l l o w i n g t h e arres t o f 
F a t h e r Alfonsas S v a r i n s k a s i n 1 9 8 2 , J ū r a t ė a n d h e r s i s ter Asta 
w e r e i n t e r r o g a t e d b y t h e K G B i n t h e p r i n c i p a l ' s office. S e e 
Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, N o . 56 — 
T r a n s . N o t e . ) 

A t t h e e n d o f t h e s c h o o l year, h e r c o n d u c t mark was l o w e r e d 
for t h e s a m e r e a s o n . J u s t b e f o r e t h e final b e l l , h e r h o m e r o o m 
t e a c h e r to ld h e r that s h e w o u l d not b e a b l e t o take t h e exam­
inat ion on a c c o u n t of a n t i - S o v i e t act iv i ty . I do not u n d e r s t a n d w h a t 
a n t i - S o v i e t act iv i ty is. My d a u g h t e r i s a b e l i e v e r , a n d g o e s to 
c h u r c h ; surely, n e i t h e r o f t h o s e t h i n g s i s a n t i - S o v i e t ac t iv i ty ! 
P r i n c i p a l A. K u o d i s has e x p l a i n e d to me that s h e i s b e i n g pre­
v e n t e d from taking t h e e x a m i n a t i o n , n o t o n a c c o u n t o f h e r re l ig ion, 
not b e c a u s e o f a n t i - S o v i e t act iv i ty, b u t b e c a u s e t h r e e years ago, 
t h e girl h a d g iven a n e x - c o n v i c t s o m e f lowers, a n d m a i n t a i n s 
c o n t a c t s with c o n v i c t s . Again, I do not u n d e r s t a n d w h e r e or w h a t 
k i n d o f t ies s h e m a i n t a i n s with c o n v i c t s . T h e girl has n e v e r g o n e 
t o v is i t c o n v i c t s . W h y i s m y d a u g h t e r b e i n g s o s t range ly a c c u s e d ? 
I r e q u e s t e d t h e p r i n c i p a l for a c o p y of t h e d e c i s i o n by t h e T e a c h e r s ' 
C o u n c i l . T h e y gave m e n o n e . T h e y e x p l a i n e d that t h e E x e c u t i v e 
C o m m i t t e e h a d told t h e m n o t t o g ive m e any, a n d V i c e P r i n c i p a l 
M r s . S . B a l u t i e n ė b e g a n i n s u l t i n g m e , say ing that my girl w a s a 
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moral d e g e n e r a t e . I n our s c h o o l , s o m e girls, a n e ighth-c las s pupi l 
a n d a n inth-class p u p i l , are e x p e c t i n g b a b i e s , b u t sti l l t h e y are 
a l l o w e d t o take t h e e x a m i n a t i o n . I t m e a n s that this i s mora l . B u t 
my d a u g h t e r i s c a l l e d a m o r a l d e g e n e r a t e b e c a u s e s h e goes to 
c h u r c h . 

W h e n I w a n t e d to p i c k up t h e p r o m i s e d c o p y , t h e p r i n c i p a l 
e x p l a i n e d that t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e h a d to ld h i m not t o 
i s sue it, so in s c h o o l I h a v e r e c e i v e d no c o p y . 

O t h e r b e l i e v i n g c h i l d r e n are a l so b e i n g t h r e a t e n e d b y t e a c h e r s , 
w h o say that t h e y wi l l r e c e i v e t h e s a m e t r e a t m e n t a s J ū r a t ė . 

H o n o r a b l e M i n i s t e r , p l e a s e e x p l a i n t h e s e c o m p l i c a t e d matters , 
a n d a l l o w m y d a u g h t e r t o take t h e e x a m i n a t i o n . 

A t t h e e n d o f t h e s c h o o l y e a r i n 1 9 8 4 , M i s s V a l d a B a k a n a i t ė , 
a tenth-class s t u d e n t a t t h e V i d u k l ė M i d d l e S c h o o l , h a d h e r 
c o n d u c t mark l o w e r e d to satisfactory, on g r o u n d s that s h e h a d 
g r e e t e d Vytautas V a i č i ū n a s w h e n h e r e t u r n e d from pr i son. T h e 
pupi l was m a d e to stand in front o f t h e c lass , so t h a t all m i g h t 
a g r e e that h e r c o n d u c t mark h a d b e e n j u s t l y l o w e r e d . W h e n h e r 
c l a s s m a t e s w o u l d n o t a g r e e , t h e angry h o m e r o o m t e a c h e r t h r e a t e n e d 
t o s u m m o n t h e K G B . 

K y b a r t a i 
O n M a y 2 4 , 1 9 8 4 , E l e v e n t h - C l a s s H o m e r o o m T e a c h e r Ž a k i e n ė , 

o f Kybarta i M i d d l e S c h o o l , to ld pupi l R o m a s Ž e m a i t i s o f that 
c lass that h e w o u l d n o t b e a l l o w e d t o take final e x a m i n a t i o n s . 
S h e gave as a r e a s o n an i n c i d e n t w h i c h took p l a c e a few days 
ear l ier , i n v o l v i n g Ž e m a i t i s a n d tenth-c las s p u p i l M e r k e v i č i u s . 
R o m a s , s e e i n g a n e i g h b o r s ' b o y c r y i n g in t h e s c h o o l y a r d , a n d 
k n o w i n g that h e h a d b e e n b e a t e n b y a pupi l from o n e o f t h e 
u p p e r grades, d e m a n d e d that t h e b u l l y a p o l o g i z e . T h e la t ter a s k e d 
his f r iend M e r k e v i č i u s to r e p a y R o m a s . Ž e m a i t i s was forced to 
d e f e n d h i m s e l f . A m e e t i n g o f t h e T e a c h e r s ' C o u n c i l , d i s r e g a r d i n g 
t h e fact that R o m a s was i n n o c e n t in t h e affair, d e c i d e d not to a l l o w 
h i m t o take final e x a m i n a t i o n s . O n M a y 2 8 , t h e p a r e n t s o f 
R o m a s Ž e m a i t i s w e n t t o t h e L S S R M i n i s t r y o f E d u c a t i o n wi th t h e i r 
son, w h e r e t h e y f i led a p e t i t i o n wi th M i n i s t e r o f E d u c a t i o n Spurga, 
i n w h i c h t h e y e x p l a i n e d that t h e rea l r e a s o n for not a l l o w i n g R o m a s 
to take e x a m i n a t i o n s was his re l i g ious b e l i e f s . A y e a r e a r l i e r he 
h a d b e e n t h r e a t e n e d that b e c a u s e o f h i s a c t i v e par t ic ipa t ion i n 
c h u r c h life, h e w o u l d n o t b e a l l o w e d t o take t h e e x a m i n a t i o n s . 
I n t h e E l e v e n t h C l a s s , after his par t ic ipa t ion i n t h e trial o f F a t h e r 
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Sig i tas T a m k e v i č i u s , h e was again t h r e a t e n e d with e x p u l s i o n 
from s c h o o l , a n d wi th d i squal i f ica t ion from t h e e x a m i n a t i o n s . ( S e e 
Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, N o . 60 — T r a n s . 
N o t e ) F o u r t e e n pupi l s w h o w i t n e s s e d t h e i n c i d e n t s i g n e d t h e 
p e t i t i o n , i n w h i c h t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s surrounding t h e e v e n t with 
T e n t h - C l a s s pupi l M e r k e v i č i u s w e r e set forth in deta i l , a l o n g with 
t h e s t a t e m e n t that R o m a s h a d b e e n te r ror ized all y e a r long o n 
a c c o u n t o f his re l ig ion. 

W h e n t h e m i l i t i a a n d K G B w e r e trying t o find out w h o h a d 
r a i s e d t h e t r ico lor o n t h e s c h o o l p o w e r h o u s e c h i m n e y t h e n i g h t 
o f F e b r u a r y 15, a n d wr i t ten a n t i - S o v i e t s logans o n t h e wal ls o f 
t h e Kybarta i C i t y H a l l , P o s t Off ice a n d o t h e r c i ty b u i l d i n g s , 
s e a r c h e s w e r e c a r r i e d out a t t h e Ž e m a i t i s h o m e , F e b r u a r y 1 7 a n d 
2 2 , u n d e r t h e p r e t e x t that t h e y w e r e l o o k i n g for a s t o l e n m o p e d 
a n d its parts. In t h e in ter rogat ions w h i c h took p l a c e after t h e 
s e a r c h , t h e K G B a n d m i l i t i a " f o r g o t " , a s i t w e r e , t h e " s o u g h t -
a f t e r " m o p e d . D u r i n g t h e in ter rogat ions , R o m a s Ž e m a i t i s a n d his 
b r o t h e r s , Arvydas a n d E d m u n d a s , T e n t h - C l a s s , w e r e p r e s s u r e d t o 
a d m i t that t h e y h a d ra i sed t h e flag a n d wr i t ten on t h e wal ls o f 
t h e b u i l d i n g s . T h e w h o l e t i m e , R o m a s was t h r e a t e n e d with pr ison. 
M i n i s t e r o f E d u c a t i o n S p u r g a b e c a m e i n t e r e s t e d i n f inding out 
w h e t h e r R o m a s was a b e l i e v e r . H e a s k e d h i m t o r e c i t e t h e T e n 
C o m m a n d m e n t s , a n d w i t h o u t saying a n y t h i n g def in i te , s e n t h i m t o 
I n s p e c t o r Kairys . T h e la t ter said that t h e i n c i d e n t w o u l d b e 
i n v e s t i g a t e d . 

O n M a y 3 1 , I n s p e c t o r Ž i l i n s k a s a n d M r s . P a k r o s n e v i č i e n ė 
o f t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f E d u c a t i o n q u e s t i o n e d pupi l s w h o h a d s i g n e d 
t h e p e t i t i o n . T h e pupi l s again aff irmed that R o m a s was i n n o c e n t . 
S i n c e m o s t o f t h o s e w h o h a d s i g n e d w e r e m e m b e r s o f t h e C o m ­
m u n i s t Y o u t h L e a g u e , t h e s c h o o l admini s t ra t ion t h r e a t e n e d that 
t h e i r d e f e n s e o f R o m a s w o u l d not b e forgiven. T h e y a l so s ta ted 
that C o m m u n i s t Y o u t h L e a g u e m e m b e r s h a v e t o k n o w what t o 
s ign a n d w h a t n o t t o sign. H e e m p h a s i z e d that t h e y w e r e g e t t i n g 
i n v o l v e d in po l i t ic s . 

O n M a y 3 1 , a n o t h e r m e e t i n g o f t h e T e a c h e r s ' C o u n c i l took 
p l a c e , dur ing w h i c h t h e d e c i s i o n was c o n f i r m e d t o disqual i fy 
R o m a s Ž e m a i t i s from t h e e x a m i n a t i o n s . 

K a u n a s 
I n N o v e m b e r , 1 9 8 3 , K a u n a s M i d d l e S c h o o l 1 5 V i c e P r i n c i p a l , 

M i s s L . U r b a n a v i č i ū t ė , s u m m o n e d t o h e r o f f ice t w o F i f t h - C l a s s 
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p u p i l s , D a n g u o l ė Ž u k a i t y t ė a n d L a i m u t ė M a r a z a i t ė . T h e V i c e 
P r i n c i p a l a s k e d w h e t h e r t h e g i r l s w e n t t o c h u r c h . W h e n t h e y 
a d m i t t e d it, s h e t r i e d to e m b a r a s s t h e m , saying that i t was shameful 
t o s t u d y i n a S o v i e t s c h o o l a n d t o g o t o c h u r c h . S h e t r i e d t o 
c o n v i n c e t h e m that t h e s e w e r e t w o i n c o m p a t i b l e mat ter s , s i n c e t h e 
c h u r c h i s s e p a r a t e d from t h e s c h o o l . L a i m u t ė M a r a z a i t ė t r i e d t o 
e x p l a i n t o t h e v i c e p r i n c i p a l t h a t i f t h e s t a t e d o e s n o t w a n t 
re l ig ious ly b e l i e v i n g c h i l d r e n t o a t t e n d S o v i e t s c h o o l , t h e y should 
b u i l d t h e m a s e p a r a t e s c h o o l . T h e v i c e p r i n c i p a l ' s inqui ry , w h i c h 
o t h e r c h i l d r e n g o t o c h u r c h , t h e g i r l s m e t wi th s i l e n c e . G e t t i n g 
n o w h e r e , V i c e P r i n c i p a l U r b o n a v i č i ū t ė s a i d t h a t e v e n w i t h o u t 
t h e m , s h e k n e w all o f t h e pupi l s o f M i d d l e S c h o o l 1 5 . 

T h i s w a s n o t t h e f i r s t t i m e t h a t D a n g u o l ė Ž u k a i t y t ė a n d 
L a i m u t ė M a r a z a i t ė h a d b e e n q u e s t i o n e d l i k e this . 

I n D e c e m b e r , 1 9 8 3 , t h e D i r e c t o r o f t h e K a u n a s C i t y D e p a r t ­
m e n t o f E d u c a t i o n i s s u e d a n o r d e r t o t h e p r i n c i p a l s o f a l l 
L i t h u a n i a n s c h o o l s i n t h e C i t y o f K a u n a s t o a r r a n g e d i s c o t e q u e s 
o n D e c e m b e r 2 4 , i n w h i c h p u p i l s w e r e t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e 
g r e a t e s t n u m b e r s p o s s i b l e . S o m e c l a s s l e a d e r s , r e c e i v i n g s u c h a 
d i r e c t i v e from t h e i r p r i n c i p a l , r e p e a t e d l y i n v i t e d t h e pupi l s , a n d 
e v e n d e m a n d e d t h a t e v e r y l a s t o n e o f t h e m p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e 
d i s c o t e q u e that e v e n i n g . I n s o m e s c h o o l s , threats w e r e m a d e that 
t h o s e w h o did not p a r t i c i p a t e w o u l d h a v e to wr i te e x p l a n a t i o n s . 

I n t h i s way, a n a t t e m p t w a s m a d e t o t e a r c h i l d r e n from t h e 
f a m i l y h e a r t h , s o t h a t t h e y w o u l d n o t c e l e b r a t e C h r i s t m a s E v e 
with t h e i r p a r e n t s , a n d w o u l d not be a b l e to p a r t i c i p a t e a t M i d -
n i g h t M a s s , a n d t h a t i n t h e e x c i t m e n t o f t h e d a n c e , t h e y w o u l d 
forget t h e re l i g ious t radi t ions o f t h e i r family a n d nat ion. 

K r a k ė s ( K ė d a i n i a i R a y o n ) 
O n D e c e m b e r 1 7 , 1 9 8 3 , M r s . Š e p a i t i e n ė , p r i n c i p a l o f t h e 

K r a k ė s M i d d l e S c h o o l , s t a t e d d u r i n g a p a r e n t s ' m e e t i n g t h a t i n 
t h e future, c h i l d r e n w h o a t t e n d e d c h u r c h w o u l d h a v e t h e i r c o n d u c t 
mark l o w e r e d , r e g a r d l e s s o f w h e t h e r t h e i r s c h o l a s t i c m a r k s w e r e 
per fec t . 

R o k i š k i s 
I n D e c e m b e r , 1 9 8 3 , M r s . V a i č i ū n i e n ė , a t e a c h e r a t t h e R o k i š k i s 

S c h o o l o f C u l t u r e , s u m m o n e d J o l a n t a J u r g e l e v i č i ū t ė , a p u p i l o f 
h e r s w h o i s a r e l i g i o u s b e l i e v e r , a n d e x p l a i n e d t o h e r t h a t 
cu l tura l work was i n c o m p a t i b l e wi th r e l i g i o n a n d c h u r c h a t tend-
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n n c e . O n J a n u a r y 4 , 1 9 8 4 , M i s s J u r g e l e v i č i ū t ė w a s s u m m o n e d 
co t h e p r i n c i p a l ' s o f f ice w h e r e a s t r a n g e r w a i t e d to s p e a k w i t h 
h e r . After q u e s t i o n i n g J o l a n t a a b o u t h e r s t u d i e s a n d h e r family, 
a n d l e a r n i n g t h a t t h e p u p i l i s a b e l i e v e r , g o e s t o c h u r c h a n d 
t h e r e f o r e has not j o i n e d t h e C o m m u n i s t Y o u t h L e a g u e , t h e m a n 
of fered to h a v e a s i m i l a r ta lk w i t h h e r e v e r y day. J o l a n t a w o u l d 
not a g r e e , saying that t h e r e was no n e e d for e m p t y talk. 

W h e n M i s s J u r g e l e v i č i ū t ė s p e c i f i c a l l y d e m a n d e d t h a t t h e 
s t r a n g e r i n t r o d u c e h i m s e l f a n d e x p l a i n w h y h e w a s c o n c e r n e d 
a b o u t h e r , a n d after s h e s t a t e d that s h e i f h e d id n o t i n t r o d u c e 
h i m s e l f , s h e r e f u s e d t o s p e a k w i t h h i m a n y further, t h e s t r a n g e r 
t r i e d t o t e l l h e r t h a t J o l a n t a w a s s p e a k i n g n o t h e r o w n w o r d s , 
b u t c o a c h e d b y s o m e o n e , u n t i l f i n a l l y a f t e r s o m e s i l e n c e h e 
i n t r o d u c e d h i m s e l f as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e from t h e C o m m u n i s t Y o u t h 
L e a g u e . M i s s J u r g e l e v i č i ū t ė did not r e s p o n d to any further explan­
at ions or a d v i c e from t h e stranger. 

I n F e b r u a r y , t h e s c h o o l p r i n c i p a l s p o k e wi th M i s s J u r g e l e ­
v i č i ū t ė a b o u t re l ig ion. S h e e x p l a i n e d that J o l a n t a was very br ight, 
b u t r e g a r d i n g r e l i g i o n , s h e was m i s t a k e n , s o e v e r y o n e w i s h e d t o 
h e l p h e r . 

" P r i n c i p a l , i t i s not I w h o am m i s t a k e n , b u t y o u . G e n e r a l l y 
s p e a k i n g , I am an adul t , a n d so I am ful ly r e s p o n s i b l e for my 
a c t i o n s . T h a n k you for y o u r d e s i r e t o h e l p m e , b u t I d o n ' t n e e d 
your h e l p . " J o l a n t a J u r g e l e v i č i ū t ė to ld t h e pr inc ipa l . 

J o l a n t a ' s p a r e n t s c a m e t o s c h o o l t o s p e a k wi th t h e p r i n c i p a l 
a b o u t t h e i r d a u g h t e r . T h e p r i n c i p a l , a g r e e i n g w i t h t h e p a r e n t s 
that t h e i r d a u g h t e r was b r i g h t a n d s t u d i e d we l l , and that this was 
w h y t h e s c h o o l h a d i n c r e a s e d h e r s u b s i d y , t h e n b e g a n a c c u s i n g 
t h e p a r e n t s o f g o i n g astray t h e m s e l v e s , a n d said that this was w h y 
t h e d a u g h t e r was poor ly reared . I n t h e p r i n c i p a l ' s words, " W h e n 
a n y o n e m e n t i o n s re l ig ion, J o l a n t a gets h e r b a c k up l ike a p o r c u p i n e . 
C u l t u r a l work i s a t h e i s t i c w o r k . " 

On M a r c h 4 (A S u n d a y — T r a n s . N o t e ) , a l l s t u d e n t s o f t h e 
S c h o o l o f C u l t u r e h a d s t r i c t o r d e r s n o t t o g o h o m e . ( T h a t day, 
i n a l l c h u r c h e s o f L i t h u a n i a , t h e 5 0 0 - Y e a r J u b i l e e o f t h e D e a t h 
o f S a i n t C a s i m i r was c o m m e m o r a t e d . — E d . N o t e ) O n M a r c h 5 , 
J o l a n t a J u r g e l e v i č i ū t ė w a s s u m m o n e d b y V i c e P r i n c i p a l S i n k e ­
v i č i e n ė a n d told to e x p l a i n in wri t ing w h y s h e h a d d i s o b e y e d and 
g o n e h o m e M a r c h 4 , w i t h o u t par t ic ipat ing in a s c h e d u l e d c o n c e r t . 

W h e n J o l a n t a e x p l a i n e d that s h e h a d run out o f m o n e y , t h e 
v i c e p r i n c i p a l c o u l d n o t r e s t r a i n h e r s e l f . " Y o u w e n t t o c h u r c h ! " 
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she said. T h i s was f o l l o w e d by an a t h e i s t i c d ia t r ibe , dur ing w h i c h 
M i s s J u r g e l e v i č i ū t ė r e m a i n e d s i l e n t . T h a t very e v e n i n g , t h e 
school pr inc ipa l , s u m m o n i n g M i s s J u r g e l e v i č i ū t ė , to ld h e r that a s 
o f M a r c h 6 , s h e was e x p e l l e d from t h e R o k i š k i s S c h o o l o f C u l t u r e . 

K a p s u k a s 
On F e b r u a r y 2 1 9 8 4 , L i n a M e r č a i t y t ė , a pupi l a t t h e Kapsukas 

S c h o o l o f C u l t u r e , r e s i d i n g a t A l y v ų l a , w a s s u m m o n e d t o t h e 
K a p s u k a s P r o s e c u t o r ' s O f f i c e . T h e a s s i s t a n t p r o s e c u t o r a s k e d 
w h e t h e r m i l i t i a m e n h a d b r o k e n d o w n h e r d o o r o n J a n u a r y 2 8 , 
who h a d t h e key, h a d s h e rea l ly b e e n i n t h e b a t h r o o m w h e n t h e 
m i l i t i a k n o c k e d o n t h e d o o r , a n d d i d t h e y r e a l l y try t o b r e a k 
into t h e b a t h r o o m ? 

O n F e b r u a r y 7 , 1 9 8 4 , M i s s J o l a n t a K a l v a i t y t ė , a p u p i l a t 
t h e S c h o o l o f C u l t u r e , w a s a s k e d t h e s a m e q u e s t i o n s . P r i n c i p a l 
J o n u š k a o f t h e S c h o o l o f C u l t u r e , a r g u i n g t h a t t h e o w n e r o f t h e 
apar tment , M i s s G e n o v a i t ė N a v i c k a i t ė , was too y o u n g , a n d c o u l d 
d r a w t h e m i n t o " t h e b l a c k m a r k e t " , d e m a n d e d t h a t b o t h g i r l s 
c h e c k o u t o f A l y v ų l a a s q u i c k l y a s p o s s i b l e , a n d m o v e i n t o a 
s t u d e n t dormitory . 

L i n a M e r č a i t y t ė ' s m o t h e r , M r s . G e n ė M e r č a i t i e n ė , c a m e t o t h e 
S c h o o l o f C u l t u r e t o i n q u i r e w h y h e r d a u g h t e r was b e i n g f o r c e d 
t o c h e c k out, a n d t o l d P r i n c i p a l J o n u š k a t h a t n o o n e w a s in ter­
fering wi th L i n a ' s s tudies a t h e r p l a c e o f r e s i d e n c e , a n d that s h e 
did not a g r e e to a l l o w h e r d a u g h t e r to m o v e to t h e dormitory . 

V a r ė n a 
I n 1 9 8 4 , a s t h e E a s t e r h o l i d a y s a p p r o a c h e d , p u p i l s i n t h e 

V a r ė n a c i t y s c h o o l s w e r e w a r n e d n o t t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n s e r v i c e s . 
O n E a s t e r D a y , s p e c i a l l y a s s i g n e d officials w a t c h e d p u p i l s part ici­
pat ing i n t h e s e r v i c e s a n d p r o c e s s i o n . After E a s t e r , t h e " e d u c a t i o n " 
o f t h o s e s e e n i n t h e p r o c e s s i o n a n d p a r t i c i p a n t s i n t h e s e r v i c e s 
b e g a n . T h e s c h o o l c h i l d r e n w e r e p r e s s u r e d t o b e t r a y t h e i r f r iends 
w h o h a d p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e s e r v i c e s o r p r o c e s s i o n , a n d t h e y 
w e r e w a r n e d n o t t o g o t o c h u r c h . O n e o f t h e s c h o o l c h i l d r e n 
w a s w a r n e d t h a t i f h e c o n t i n u e d t o p a r t i c i p a t e a c t i v e l y i n 
s e r v i c e s a n d w o u l d n o t b e t r a y h i s f r i e n d s , h i s a u n t w h o t o o k 
c a r e o f h i m w o u l d be d i s c h a r g e d from work as a s t r e e t s w e e p e r . 

D u b i č i a i ( V a r ė n a R a y o n ) 
D u b i č i a i M i d d l e S c h o o l s t u d e n t s , o n d i r e c t i o n s from rayon 
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officials, a re o b l i g e d o n t h e m o r e i m p o r t a n t r e l i g i o u s h o l i d a y s t o 
p a r t i c i p a t e in var ious affairs. On t h e first day of E a s t e r , a sports 
fest ival was organized, s c h e d u l e d t o b e g i n a t 8 : 0 0 A M , w h e n t h e 
r e s u r r e c t i o n s e r v i c e s b e g i n i n c h u r c h . O n l y later, w h e n t h e t e a c h e r s 
b e c a m e c o n v i n c e d that t h e s t u d e n t s w o u l d n e v e r g a t h e r s o ear ly 
o n S u n d a y , t h e rayon g o v e r n m e n t a l l o w e d t h e t r a c k a n d f i e l d 
m e e t to b e g i n a c o u p l e o f hours later . 

O n P e n t e c o s t , s o l e m n F o r t y H o u r s d e v o t i o n s take p l a c e i n t h e 
c h u r c h o f D u b i č i a i . O n P e n t e c o s t S u n d a y , t h e s c h o o l was o r d e r e d 
to organize an obl iga tory f ie ld trip. 

S i m n a s (Alytus R a y o n ) 
O n A p r i l 2 9 a n d M a y 3 , 1 9 8 4 , C l a s s E i g h t - B H o m e r o o m 

T e a c h e r , M r s . L . Ž i l i o n i e n ė , t o l d t h e c l a s s a b o u t a n a l l e g e d 
a n o n y m o u s l e t t e r she h a d r e c e i v e d , c a l u m n i a t i n g t h e b e l i e f s a n d 
c o n d u c t o f p u p i l R e d a T a r a s e v i č i ū t ė a n d t h e a n o n y m o u s l e t t e r 
l i b e l i n g h e r b e h a v i o r . O n M a y 8 1 9 8 4 , M r s . P e t r o n ė T a r a s e -
v i č i e n ė , R e d a ' s m o t h e r , d i r e c t e d a p e t i t i o n t o t h e L i t h u a n i a n 
M i n i s t e r o f E d u c a t i o n , t h e Alytus Rayon D e p a r t m e n t o f E d u ­
cat ion, a n d t h e P r i n c i p a l o f S i m n a s M i d d l e S c h o o l , d e m a n d i n g that 
t h e mora l w r o n g d o n e t o h e r d a u g h t e r b e r ighted, o t h e r w i s e , t h e 
d a u g h t e r w o u l d not b e a l l o w e d t o g o t o s c h o o l . 

" T h e h o m e r o o m t e a c h e r , a l l e g e d l y b a s i n g h e r s e l f o n a n anony­
m o u s l e t t e r , r i d i c u l e d m y d a u g h t e r for g o i n g t o c h u r c h a n d for 
f l i r t i n g a t t o o e a r l y a n a g e w i t h b o y s o f t h e s a m e p e r s u a s i o n , " 
M r s . T a r a s e v i č i e n ė wrote i n h e r p e t i t i o n . 

O n April 1 5 , 1 9 8 4 , M r s . P e t r o n ė T a r a s e v i č i e n ė was s u m m o n e d 
t o t h e Aly tus Rayon D e p a r t m e n t o f E d u c a t i o n . I n t h e p r e s e n c e 
o f D i r e c t o r M a k š t u t i s , T e a c h e r Ž i l i o n i e n ė a d m i t t e d t h a t s h e h a d 
d o n e wrong, a n d of fered t h e e x c u s e t h a t s h e h a d b e e n n e r v o u s , 
a n d t h a t t h e r e a d i n g o f t h e l e t t e r h a d b e e n c l e a r e d w i t h t h e 
p r i n c i p a l . T e a c h e r Ž i l i o n i e n ė re fused t o a p o l i g i z e p u b l i c l y t o t h e 
p u p i l , e x p l a i n i n g t h a t th i s w o u l d l o w e r h e r a u t h o r i t y a m o n g h e r 
p u p i l s . P r i n c i p a l M a k š t u t i s a d m i t t e d t h a t t h e t e a c h e r h a d a c t e d 
unjust ly by h u m i l i a t i n g t h e pupi l , b u t an apology, in his o p i n i o n , 
was not n e c e s s a r y . 

M a k š t u t i s w a r n e d M r s . T a r a s e v i č i e n ė t h a t for n o t a l l o w i n g 
h e r d a u g h t e r t o g o t o s c h o o l , s h e w o u l d b e f ined 3 0 r u b l e s . 

T a u r a g n a i ( U t e n a R a y o n ) 
O n Apri l 3 0 , 1 9 8 4 , t h e faithful o f T a u r a g n a i w e r e p r e p a r i n g 
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for t h e s i l v e r j u b i l e e o f t h e p r i e s t h o o d o f t h e i r p a s t o r , F a t h e r 
B r o n i u s Š l a p e l i s . T h e t e a c h e r s a t T a u r a g n a i M i d d l e S c h o o l b e c a m e 
i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e c e l e b r a t i o n . T h e y d e m a n d e d that o n t h e day o f 
t h e c e l e b r a t i o n , t h e s tudents not g o t o c h u r c h . F i f t h - C l a s s H o m e ­
r o o m T e a c h e r B e l a p e t r a v i č i u s w a r n e d h i s c h a r g e s t h a t o n Apri l 
3 0 , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s from t h e rayon party c o m m i t t e e , t h e e x e c u t i v e 
c o m m i t t e e a n d o f t h e s c h o o l , w o u l d m a k e a l ist o f al l pupi l s w h o 
had b e e n i n c h u r c h . 

L i t h u a n i a n , do n o t forget ! 

F a t h e r Alfonsas S v a r i n s k a s 
F a t h e r S ig i tas T a m k e v i č i u s 
D o c e n t Vytautas S k u o d i s 
J a d v y g a B i e l i a u s k i e n ė 
S e r g e i K o v a l e v 
G i n t a u t a s I e š m a n t a s 
Povi las P e č e l i ū n a s 
Viktoras P e t k u s 
Antanas T e r l e c k a s 
J u l i u s S a s n a u s k a s 
B a l y s Gajauskas 

a n d o t h e r s b e a r t h e c h a i n s o f i m p r i s o n m e n t t h a t y o u m i g h t 

l ive a n d b e l i e v e f ree ly ! 
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T O H E L P T H E C H U R C H I N C O M M U N I S T - O C C U P I E D 

L I T H U A N I A O R T O O B T A I N F U R T H E R I N F O R M A T I O N , 

S E N D Y O U R T A X - E X E M P T D O N A T I O N , O R W R I T E T O : 

L i t h u a n i a n C a t h o l i c R e l i g i o u s Aid, I n c . 
3 5 1 H i g h l a n d B o u l e v a r d 
B r o o k l y n , N Y 1 1 2 0 7 
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