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C H R O N I C L E O F T H E C A T H O L I C C H U R C H 

I N L I T H U A N I A No. 6 7 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 

I n 1 9 4 0 , w h e n t h e S o v i e t U n i o n o c c u p i e d L i t h u a n i a b y force, 
8 5 . 5 % o f t h e country ' s m o r e than 3 m i l l i o n inhabi tants w e r e R o m a n 
C a t h o l i c , 4 . 5 % P r o t e s t a n t , 7 . 3 % J e w i s h , 2 . 5 % O r t h o d o x a n d 0 . 2 % 
o f o t h e r p e r s u a s i o n s . 

I n t h e two a r c h d i o c e s e s a n d four d i o c e s e s w e r e : 7 0 8 c h u r c h e s , 
3 1 4 c h a p e l s , 3 7 m o n a s t e r i e s , 8 5 c o n v e n t s , t h r e e a r c h b i s h o p s , n i n e 
b i s h o p s , 1 2 7 1 d i o c e s a n pr iests , 5 8 0 m o n k s , o f w h o m 1 6 8 w e r e pr ies t s . 
F o u r s e m i n a r i e s h a d 4 7 0 s tudents . T h e r e w e r e 9 5 0 n u n s . 

N u n s c a r e d for 3 5 k i n d e r g a r t e n s , 1 0 o r p h a n a g e s , 2 5 h o m e s for 
t h e a g e d , t w o h o s p i t a l s , a y o u t h c e n t e r , a n d a n i n s t i t u t e for t h e 
deaf-mute. 

O n J u n e 1 5 , 1 9 4 0 , t h e R e d A r m y m a r c h e d into L i t h u a n i a ; t h e 
i n d e p e n d e n t g o v e r n m e n t was r e p l a c e d b y a p u p p e t r e g i m e . 

O n J u l y 14-15, r i g g e d e l e c t i o n s w e r e s taged. O n J u l y 2 1 , w i t h t h e 
R e d Army sur rounding t h e a s s e m b l y h o u s e , t h e n e w P e o p l e ' s 
D i e t " u n a n i m o u s l y " d e c l a r e d L i t h u a n i a a S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c . 

O n J u n e 2 5 , 1 9 4 0 , t h e C h u r c h w a s d e c l a r e d s e p a r a t e from t h e 
state, a n d t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e H o l y S e e was e x p e l l e d . 

P a r i s h lands w e r e c o n f i s c a t e d , c l e r g y sa lar ies a n d p e n s i o n s w e r e 
c u t off, a n d t h e i r savings c o n f i s c a t e d . C h u r c h e s w e r e d e p r i v e d o f 
support . C a t h o l i c pr in t ing p lants w e r e c o n f i s c a t e d , a n d re l ig ious 
b o o k s d e s t r o y e d . 

O n J u n e 2 8 , 1 9 4 0 , t h e t e a c h i n g o f re l ig ion a n d r e c i t a t i o n o f 
prayers i n s c h o o l s was forb idden. T h e U n i v e r s i t y ' s D e p a r t m e n t o f 
T h e o l o g y a n d P h i l o s o p h y was a b o l i s h e d , a n d all pr ivate s c h o o l s w e r e 
n a t i o n a l i z e d . T h e s e m i n a r i e s a t V i l k a v i š k i s a n d T e l š i a i w e r e c l o s e d , 
a n d t h e s e m i n a r y at K a u n a s was p e r m i t t e d to o p e r a t e on a very 
l i m i t e d s c a l e . T h e c l e r g y w e r e s p i e d u p o n c o n s t a n t l y . 

O n J u n e 1 5 , 1 9 4 1 , 3 4 , 2 6 0 L i t h u a n i a n s w e r e p a c k e d of f i n cat t le-
cars t o u n d i s c l o s e d po int s i n t h e S o v i e t U n i o n . After W o r l d W a r I I , 
t h e mass d e p o r t a t i o n s r e s u m e d a n d c o n t i n u e d unt i l 1 9 5 3 . 

V i n c e n t a s B o r i s e v i č i u s , B i s h o p o f T e l š i a i , was a r r e s t e d o n F e b ­
ruary 3 , 1 9 4 6 , a n d c o n d e m n e d to d e a t h after a s e c r e t tr ial . B e f o r e 
year ' s e n d , h i s auxi l iary, B i s h o p P r a n a s R a m a n a u s k a s , was a l so ar­
r e s t e d a n d d e p o r t e d t o S i b e r i a . B i s h o p T e o f i l i u s M a t u l i o n i s o f Kai­
šiadorys a n d A r c h b i s h o p M e č i s l o v a s R e i n y s o f V i l n i u s w e r e d e p o r t e d 
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to a S i b e r i a n l a b o r c a m p . A r c h b i s h o p R e i n y s p e r i s h e d in pr i son at 
V lad imir , N o v e m b e r 8 , 1 9 5 3 . By 1 9 4 7 , L i t h u a n i a was left wi th a 
s ing le b i s h o p , K a z i m i e r a s Pal tarokas , o f P a n e v ė ž y s . H e d i e d i n 1 9 5 8 . 

I n 1 9 4 7 , t h e last c o n v e n t s a n d m o n a s t e r i e s w e r e c l o s e d , t h e i r 
c o m m u n i t i e s d i s p e r s e d , a n d all m o n a s t i c ins t i tu t ions w e r e o u t l a w e d 

After S t a l i n ' s d e a t h in 1 9 5 3 , t h e r e was a s l ight i m p r o v e m e n t 
i n t h e re l ig ious s i tuat ion. B i s h o p s M a t u l i o n i s a n d R a m a n a u s k a s w e r e 

a l l o w e d to return to L i t h u a n i a , b u t not to m i n i s t e r to t h e i r 
d i o c e s e s or to c o m m u n i c a t e with t h e c l e r g y or laity. 

B i s h o p R a m a n a u s k a s d i e d i n 1 9 5 9 , a n d A r c h b i s h o p M a t u l i o n i s 
in 1 9 6 3 . 

I n 1 9 5 5 , two n e w b i s h o p s w e r e a p p o i n t e d b y R o m e a n d con­
s e c r a t e d : J u l i j o n a s S t e p o n a v i č i u s a n d P e t r a s M a ž e l i s . S t e p o n a v i č i u s 
has n e v e r b e e n p e r m i t t e d t o a d m i n i s t e r his d i o c e s e . 

B i s h o p V i n c e n t a s S l a d k e v i č i u s , c o n s e c r a t e d i n 1 9 5 7 , was k e p t 
u n d e r s e v e r e g o v e r n m e n t res t r ic t ions unti l 1 9 8 2 . I n 1 9 6 5 , M o n s i g n o r 
J u o z a s L a b u k a s - M a t u l a i t i s was c o n s e c r a t e d i n R o m e t o h e a d t h e 
A r c h d i o c e s e o f K a u n a s a n d t h e D i o c e s e o f Vi lkav i šk i s . T w o n e w 
b i s h o p s w e r e c o n s e c r a t e d i n 1 9 6 9 : B i s h o p R o m u a l d a s Kr ikšč iū­
nas was a p p o i n t e d A p o s t o l i c Admini s t ra tor o f t h e D i o c e s e o f P a n e ­
vėžys, a n d B i s h o p L i u d v i k a s P o v i l o n i s was a p p o i n t e d auxi l iary t o 
B i s h o p L a b u k a s , a n d s u c c e e d e d h i m after his d e a t h i n 1 9 7 9 . 

In 1 9 8 2 , B i s h o p S l a d k e v i č i u s was p e r m i t t e d to return to his 
d i o c e s e a s A p o s t o l i c Admini s t ra tor o f Kaiš iadorys . F a t h e r Antanas 
V a i č i u s was n a m e d b i s h o p a n d Aposto l ic Admini s t ra tor o f t h e D i o c e s e 
o f T e l š i a i a n d t h e P r e l a t u r e o f K l a i p ė d a 

R e l a x a t i o n of p r e s s u r e on rel igi - ts . Ii< vers soon r e v e a l e d that 
t h e L i t h u a n i a n p e o p l e w e r e still d e e p l y re l ig ious . I t was d e c i d e d in 
t h e mid-fifties t o r e s u m e t h e at tack. T h e p r i n c i p a l m e a n s o f a t tack 
w o u l d b e u n l i m i t e d moral p r e s s u r e , s i n c e p h y s i c a l te r ror s e e m e d 
o n l y to s t r e n g t h e n a n d unify t h e faithful. 

In 1 9 7 2 , t h e Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, 
c l a n d e s t i n e l y p u b l i s h e d in that country, b e g a n to r e a c h t h e f ree w o r l d 
a t i r regular intervals . P r i m a r i l y i n t e n d e d to k e e p C a t h o l i c s in L i t h u ­
a n i a i n f o r m e d o f t h e s i tuat ion o f t h e C h u r c h t h e r e , t h e s e L i t h u a n i a n 
samizdat a l so serve as a c o n s t a n t a p p e a l to t h e f ree w o r l d n o t 
to forget t h e p l ight of a p e o p l e s t ruggl ing aga ins t o v e r w h e l m ­
ing odds to d e f e n d t h e i r re l ig ious b e l i e f s a n d to regain t h e i r 
b a s i c h u m a n r ights . 

Rev. Casimir Pugevičius 
T r a n s l a t o r 
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A p p e a r i n g s ince 1 9 7 2 

R e a d this a n d pass i t on! 

R e p r o d u c e it , i f you can ! 

C H R O N I C L E O F T H E C A T H O L I C C H U R C H 

I N L I T H U A N I A , No . 6 7 

In this i ssue : 

1 . E c h o e s o f t he J u b i l e e o f B l e s s e d M y k o l a s G i e d r a i t i s 2 

2 . T h a n k Y o u ! 9 

3. A L e t t e r to t he E d i t o r of t he C h ro n i c 1 e 

( L e t Us S t o p a n d T h i n k ) 9 

4 . T h e K G B T e r r o r i z e s F a t h e r J o n a s Kas ty t i s M a t u l i o n i s 1 3 

5 . T h e P r o t e s t s D o Not A b a t e 1 5 

6 . F r o m T h e C o u r t r o o m 1 8 

7 . M a t e r i a l F r o m t h e C h r o n i c l e A r c h i v e s 2 0 

8 . O u r P r i s o n e r s 3 1 

9 . N e w s F r o m the D i o c e s e s 3 5 
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E C H O E S O F T H E J U B I L E E O F 

B L E S S E D M Y K O L A S G I E D R A I T I S 

W h e n we look a t t he past, a t t he c rad le o f C h u r c h his tory , we 

f requent ly w o n d e r with reason h o w such a weak C h u r c h left by Chr i s t 

in t h e hands of u n e d u c a t e d vil lage f i shermen was ab le to wi ths tand 

the s to rms o f two mi l len ia , when dur ing the s a m e t ime , many m o r e 

c l e v e r , m o r e t a l en ted , much m o r e powerful e m p i r e s c r e a t e d by 

human be ings — k ingdoms , s ta tes , various par t ies and organizat ions 

— c r u m b l e d and d i sappeared wi thout leaving even a t r ace . 

We will not be wrong in affirming that t he s t rength of t he C a t h o l i c 

C h u r c h on ear th — that mustard s e e d m e n t i o n e d in the G o s p e l — 

is t h e saints , h e r sons and daughte r s w h o a re ab le to be pe r fec t 

i n s t rumen t s in t he hands of G o d . T h i s is why Chr i s t left as t he co r ­

n e r s t o n e of His C h u r c h not t he powerful o f that t i m e , bu t t he Apos t les , 

weak in the e y e s of t h e wor ld , with w h o s e n a m e s the world holy i s 

inex t r i cab ly b o u n d up — the holy Apost le P e t e r , t he holy Apos t le 

Paul, e t c . T h e unb roken con t inu i ty of t h e saints in t he h is tory of t he 

C h u r c h did not e n d with the Apos t les . I t was and is still h a n d e d on 

from genera t ion to genera t ion and from nation to nat ion. 

On t h e e v e of t he 6 0 0 - Y e a r J u b i l e e of t he Bap t i sm of L i thuan ia 

we look a t t he road t ravel led by the Ca tho l i c C h u r c h in our na t ion . 

O n c e again we ask, what has b e e n the dec i s ive factor in t he C a t h o l i c 

C h u r c h ' s survival in L i thuan ia th roughou t six h u n d r e d years down to 

our t u n e w h e n , with the suppor t o f powerful al l ies , P ro tes tan t i sm 

and O r t h o d o x ) ' furiously t r ied to r ep l ace it, and today a the i s t i c C o m ­

mun i sm t r i e s? . . . 

I t i s surpr is ing how, unde r such condi t ions , t h e young and weak 

Ca tho l i c i sm of L i thuan ia — t h e r e was no theologica l s emina ry , t h e r e 

w e r e not enough pr ies ts ab le to procla im the word of G o d in a language 

unde r s t andab le to t he peop l e — wi ths tood the s torm of P ro te s t an t i sm, 

w h e n Pro tes t an t i sm was suppor t ed by the major i ty of t he powerful 

nob l e s o f L i thuan ia . T h e Fa i th was p r e s e r v e d by the s imp le folk who 

did not e v e n have the wherewi tha l to have a good grasp of t he t each ings 

of Chr i s t , or t he t i m e to b e c o m e sui tably familiar with it. 

F r o m t h e van tage po in t o f t i m e , we can conf ident ly say tha t t h e 

survival of Ca tho l i c i sm in 15th c e n t u r y L i thuan ia against t h e s torm 

of P ro tes t an t i sm was m a d e poss ib le by the fact that the nat ion in its 

first c e n t u r y of Chr i s t i an i ty had holy pe r sons w h o s e spiri tual nobi l i ty 

and b e a u t y w e r e ins t inc t ive ly s e n s e d by ou r mora l ly sound p e o p l e . 
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Msgr. K. Dulksnys of Panevėžys, exiled Bishop J. Steponavičius, Bishop R. 

Krikščiūnas and Bishop V. Sladkevičius of Kaišiadorys at the closing observ­

ance of the 500th anniversary since the death of St. Casimir, Lithuania's 

patron saint. The government militia were present in front of St. Peter and 

Paul's Church in Vilnius throughout the day on August 26, 1984. 

H o l i n e s s d o e s not age a n d fade, i t b e l o n g s to e t e r n i t y . T h e sands o f 
t i m e c a n n o t c o v e r i t o v e r with t h e dust of obl iv ion . . . 

So i t i s no w o n d e r today, w h e n t h e a t t e m p t i s b e i n g m a d e to 
root o u t t h e F a i t h from o u r nat ion, r e p l a c i n g i t by force with a t h e i s m , 
that i t i s t h e d e s i r e o f t h e b e l i e v i n g p u b l i c to c o m m e m o r a t e s o l e m n l y 
t h e 5 0 0 - y e a r j u b i l e e o f t h o s e h o n o r a b l e sons o f our nat ion, Sa int 
Casimir and Mykolas G i e d r a i t i s . L a s t year , t h e y t r ied as m u c h as t h e y 
c o u l d t o play down t h e c e l e b r a t i o n o f t h e J u b i l e e o f S a i n t C a s i m i r , 
and e v e n m o r e this year , t h e c o m m e m o r a t i o n o f t h e 5 0 0 - Y e a r J u b i l e e 
o f t h e d e a t h o f B l e s s e d M y k o l a s G i e d r a i t i s . 

I t i s painful that t h e a the i s t s s u c c e e d in m i s l e a d i n g e v e n s o m e 
o f t h e faithful. In c o n n e c t i o n with B l e s s e d M y k o l a s G i e d r a i t i s , s o m e ­
t i m e s o n e h e a r s t h e fol lowing c o m p l a i n t : " T h e wish t o c o m m e m o r a t e 
this re l ig ious i s s t r a n g e and b a s e l e s s ! T h e only poss ib le jus t i f icat ion 
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m i g h t he that i t is an archival cur ios i ty ! P e r h a p s he is g reat in t h e 
l ight of e t e r n i t y (as i f we did not k n o w h o w to p r e s e n t h i m as an 
e x a m p l e to i m i t a t e ) . L e t h im res t t h e r e in C r a c o w , foreign to L i t h u a n i a 
and to us ! " 

I t i s s u g g e s t e d that we c o m m e m o r a t e only t h o s e w h o dist inguish 
t h e m s e l v e s b y g rea t e x t e r n a l act iv i ty : B i s h o p M e r k e l i s G i e d r a i t i s , t h e 
founder of t h e first s e m i n a r i e s and o n e of t h e first L i t h u a n i a n l i terary 
lights w h o g a t h e r e d young pr ies ts a r o u n d him and urged t h e m to 
wr i te in L i t h u a n i a n ; B i s h o p M o t i e j u s Va lančius , w h o s o b e r e d up 
L i t h u a n i a , organized t h e pr in t ing press in T i l ž ė (Tils i t), s u p p o r t e d 
t h e b o o k smugg ler s ; B i s h o p Antanas Baranauskas , and o t h e r s . 

T o t h e s e sugges t ions, o n e m i g h t rep ly i n t h e words o f t h e G o s p e l . 
" T h e s e you should have p r a c t i c e d w i t h o u t leaving t h e o t h e r u n d o n e " . 
( L k 1 1 , 4 2 ) T h e e x a m p l e o f t h o s e n o b l e m e n o f our nat ion i s i m p o r t a n t 
for us today, b u t no less i m p o r t a n t i s that of t h e h u m b l e B l e s s e d 
Mykolas G i e d r a i t i s . J u s t w h y i s this l a m e , s ickly August inian B r o t h e r 
i m p o r t a n t to our C a t h o l i c L i t h u a n i a o f t h e 2()th C e n t u r y ? W h y i s he 
a t h r e a t to t h e plans o f t h e g o v e r n m e n t a the i s t s o f this a g e ? 

L e t us o p e n t h e l i t t le b o o k by B i s h o p Va lanč ius , Giwenimai 

Szwentuju Diewa (Lives of the Saints of God), p u b l i s h e d in 1 8 6 8 in 
T i l ž ė , u n d e r t h e difficult c o n d i t i o n s of t h e ban of t h e L i t h u a n i a n press . 
L e t us r e a d t h e b i o g r a p h y o f B l e s s e d M y k o l a s G i e d r a i t i s by this g rea t 
b i s h o p o f ours, d e f e n d e r o f t h e C a t h o l i c F a i t h , i n t h e c o n t e x t o f t h e 
pl ight o f t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h in L i t h u a n i a today. W h e n we h a v e no 
poss ibi l i ty o f e r e c t i n g n e w c h u r c h e s , e s t a b l i s h i n g n e w s e m i n a r i e s and 
p r e s s e s s o bad ly n e e d e d , organiz ing welfare s o c i e t i e s ; w h e n o u r e x t e r ­
nally v i s ib le act iv i t ies a re l i m i t e d by t h e a the i s t s to f reedom to pray, 
o r t o t h e i r way o f th ink ing t h e rec i ta t ion o f prayers , t h e r e r e m a i n s 
t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t i t em o f all: a c c o r d i n g t o t h e e x a m p l e o f t h e saints 
t o e r e c t i n o u r own hear t s and t h e hear t s o f o u r c o u n t r y m e n , t h e 
i n d e s t r u c t i b l e l iving C h u r c h . 

D o e s not t h e e x a m p l e of t h e life o f B l e s s e d Mykolas G i e d r a i t i s 
b e c o m e , i n t h o s e c o n d i t i o n s , e x c e p t i o n a l l y d e a r and c l o s e t o u s ? 
In his b i o g r a p h y we find that dur ing ear ly c h i l d h o o d , having b e c o m e 
an invalid for life as a resul t of ser ious i l lness, this l i t t le p r i n c e of 
ours, w h o had not y e t s tud ied any t h e o l o g y or C h r i s t i a n ph losophy, 
u n d a u n t e d b y t h e m o n a s t e r y , w h e n c o n t e m p o r a r i e s would j e e r a t his 
l a m e n e s s , u s e d t o r e p e a t , " I t h a n k you, G o d for t h e i l lness and t h e 
w e a k n e s s o f body, b y w h i c h you p r o t e c t e d m e from g r e a t e r misfor­
t u n e . B e i n g a p r i n c e , I c o u l d h a v e eas i ly b e c o m e vain, and c o u l d 
h a v e b e c o m e a spiritual invalid. B u t n o w you have saved m e ! " 
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By c o n t r a s t , a c e r t a i n w o m a n oi o u r t i m e w h o had lost t h e F a i t h , 
in a h o o k of a t h e i s t i c p r o p a g a n d a a i m e d at t h e p u b l i c , ag i tates as 
follows. "All my life, I b e l i e v e d so fervent ly . I c o n s t a n t l y asked in 
p r a y e r for o n e th ing for my family, h e a l t h . So why did this imaginary 
G o d not h e a r m y p r a y e r ? W h y did h e take m y c h i l d r e n away from 
m e : o n e i n t h e b l o o m o f youth and t h e o t h e r hardly having b e g u n t o 
l ive? H o w m a n y ill a n d l a m e p e o p l e t h e r e a re , c o n f i n e d for w h o l e 
years t o t h e i r b e d , asking G o d t o s e n d t h e m death, b u t t h e y suffer 
and go on living. W h y is this s o ? W h e r e is j u s t i c e ? Not a s ingle re l ig ious 
p i c t u r e r e m a i n s in o u r h o m e . G o d has d i s a p p e a r e d from o u r h o m e for 
all t i m e . . ." 

I t i s sad that we w h o are n o u r i s h e d by six h u n d r e d years of 
C h r i s t i a n t radi t ion are s o m e t i m e s not a b l e to look a t t h e painful e v e n t s 
of today in as C h r i s t i a n a way as did M y k o l a s G i e d r a i t i s , w h o g r e w 
up in a p r o v i n c e of 1 5 t h - C e n t u r y E a s t L i t h u a n i a , still r e d o l e n t of 
pagani sm. W i t h his d e e p l y C h r i s t i a n w i s d o m , h e i s d e m o l i s h i n g e v e n 
today t h e a l legat ions b r o u g h t against our rel ig ion by t h e a the i s t s . 

T o d a y in L i t h u a n i a , s ta te-suppor ted a t h e i s m can t o l e r a t e only a 
" b r i c k a n d m o r t a r m i n i s t r y " — c o n c e r n e d o n l y with t h e w o o d e n or 
m a s o n r y c h u r c h , w h i l e e v e r y pr ies t o r a c t i v e layman dar ing t o de­
m o n s t r a t e any d e e p e r c o n c e r n for t h e l iving C h u r c h in t h e souls o f 
p e o p l e , e s p e c i a l l y in t h e h e a r t s o f y o u n g p e o p l e and c h i l d r e n , i s 
l a b e l e d a re l ig ious e x t r e m i s t or s ta te c r i m i n a l h a m p e r i n g t h e d e v e l o p ­
m e n t o f " n o r m a l " re la t ions b e t w e e n C h u r c h and s tate. T h i s and s imi lar 
a t t i tudes b e i n g proffered to us by t h e a the i s t s not i n f r e q u e n t l y find 
t h e i r way i n t o c i r c l e s o f pr ies t s loyal t o t h e a t h e i s t i c g o v e r n m e n t , 
whi le individuals w h o loyally foster t h e l iving C h u r c h a r e c a l l e d " a c ­
t ivists", dogs- in- the-manger , t r o u b l e m a k e r s a n d t h e l ike. 

I n this c o n t e m p o r a r y c o n t e x t , t h e words o f t h e B l e s s e d M y k o l a s 
G i e d r a i t i s b e q u e a t h e d t o u s through t h e p e n o f B i s h o p M o t i e j u s Valan­
čius, r i n g e s p e c i a l l y t r u e : " F a t h e r s , l ive i n uni ty and f e a r o f G o d ! 
L o v e t h e L o r d a n d love o n e a n o t h e r . K e e p t h e ru les o f t h e o r d e r ; 
through y o u r m o v i n g s e r m o n s lead p e o p l e t o g o o d n e s s . M a y n o t a 
s ingle h o u r sl ip b y w i t h o u t w o r k i n g for t h e sa lva t ion o f sou l s ! " 

T h e e x a m p l e o f h e r o i c h u m i l i t y left u s b y t h e B l e s s e d Mykolas 
G i e d r a i t i s i s e s p e c i a l l y pract ica l in o u r c i r c u m s t a n c e s . B e i n g o f n o b l e 
d e s c e n t , he b e c o m e s a h u m b l e b r o t h e r in a m o n a s t e r y . H a v i n g c o m ­
p l e t e d h i g h e r s tudies with a b a c c a l a u r e a t e , he r e m a i n s t h e lowliest 
o f c h u r c h w o r k e r s — a sacr is tan. W h e n p e o p l e , h e a r i n g a b o u t his 
wonderful s u p e r n a t u r a l gifts ( p r o p h e c y and h e a l i n g ) flood h i m with 
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requests, he cal ls h i m s e l f a s i n n e r a n d asks his a d m i r e r s to pray that 
G o d would b e merci ful t o h i m . 

H o w n e c e s s a r y this v i r tue is for us, l iving as we do in an a t h e i s t i c 
e n v i r o n m e n t , w h e r e o n e w h o wi shes to r e m a i n a loyal ch i ld o f t h e 
C h u r c h m u s t r e n o u n c e all t h o u g h t o f h i g h e r pos i t ion, o r wor ld ly 
c a r e e r ! Y o u a r e unfit for e v e n t h e m o s t r o u t i n e dut ies o f a t e a c h e r , 
i f you wish to be a C a t h o l i c o p e n l y p r a c t i c i n g your faith. 

W h a t i s u s e d t o t e m p t o n e o n t o t h e road o f a t h e i s m ? I f y o u r 
c h i l d r e n faithfully go to c h u r c h , par t ic ipa te ac t ive ly in t h e se rv ices , 
t h e y will ruin t h e i r future, t h e r e will be difficulties apply ing for h i g h e r 
s tudies , e t c . T h e weak, t h o s e t e m p t e d b y r e c o g n i t i o n a n d s u c c e s s , 
s u c c u m b . 

R e a l C h r i s t i a n h u m i l i t y i s n e e d e d i f o n e w i s h e s t o res i s t i n c e s s a n t 
t e m p t a t i o n s o f this n a t u r e . W i t h t h o s e w h o h a v e n o tas te for p r i d e , 
self-love and high pos i t ion, t h e a the i s t s do not k n o w h o w to c a r r y out 
success ful ly t h e i r work o f " a t h e i s t i c e x p o s i t o r y a n d p r o p a g a n d a " . 
T h e r e i s no way to fr ighten h u m b l e p e o p l e ; for t h e i r C h u r c h and t h e i r 
Nat ion, t h e y a r e wil l ing to t a k e up t h e cross — of o p p r e s s i o n , p e r s e ­
c u t i o n , s h a m e and r id icu le . . . 

As in t h e last c e n t u r y , t h e L i t h u a n i a n vi l lage b o o k s m u g g l e r s , 
d e n y i n g t h e m s e l v e s , not s e e k i n g h o n o r s o r high posi t ion a n d u n t e m p t -
e d b y t h e favor o f t h e C z a r ' s g o v e r n m e n t , d e f e n d e d t h e L i t h u a n i a n 
C a t h o l i c press , s o too today t h e future o f t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h a n d o f 
o u r Nat ion will b e successful ly d e f e n d e d b y t h o s e who, i m i t a t i n g t h e 
h u m b l e B l e s s e d M y k o l a s G i e d r a i t i s and o u r u n k n o w n h e r o b o o k 
s m u g g l e r s , do n o t ask h o w t h e y will be r e w a r d e d on ear th for t h e i r 
sacri f ices a n d loyalty t o G o d a n d c o u n t r y , b u t d o w h a t e v e r t h e c o n s c i ­
e n c e o f a C a t h o l i c L i t h u a n i a n d i c t a t e s . I t i s such p e o p l e t h a t t h e 
d i s s e m i n a t o r s o f a t h e i s m fear. S u c h p e o p l e u n d e r s t a n d and follow t h e 
way o f t h e S e r v a n t o f G o d , M y k o l a s G i e d r a i t i s , a n d ho ld h i m i n high 
e s t e e m . 

G i e d r a i č i a i ( M o l ė t a i R a y o n ) 

M a y 2 , 1 9 8 5 , was co ld a n d rainy. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e u n p l e a s a n t 
w e a t h e r , p e o p l e g a t h e r e d i n t h e c h u r c h o f G i e d r a i č i a i w h e r e t h e al tar 
of B l e s s e d M y k o l a s G i e d r a i t i s is. 

B e f o r e t h e se rv ices , a large g r o u p of y o u t h s d r e s s e d in nat ional 
c o s t u m e a n d o f girls w e a r i n g w h i t e d r e s s e s c a m e in to t h e c h u r c h 
w h i c h was d e c o r a t e d with w r e a t h s a n d f lowers. T h e y w e r e all car ry ing 
f lowers. T h e y o u n g p e o p l e k n e l t a t t h e c h u r c h door, a n d p r a y i n g , w e n t 
o n t h e i r k n e e s t o t h e al tar o f B l e s s e d Mykolas G i e d r a i t i s . T h e y o u n g 
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g e n e r a t i o n o f L i t h u a n i a , g a t h e r e d from various c i t i e s a n d towns, 
p l a c e d f lowers on t h e a l tar of B l e s s e d M y k o l a s G i e d r a i t i s as gifts of 
love a n d r e s p e c t . 

T h u s did t h e faithful b e g i n t o c e l e b r a t e t h e 5 0 0 - y e a r J u b i l e e o f 
t h e d e a t h o f B l e s s e d M y k o l a s G i e d r a i t i s . Officially, c e l e b r a t i o n o f t h e 
j u b i l e e was d i s c o u r a g e d . 

Z e a l o u s p r i e s t s d e l i v e r e d s e r m o n s urg ing t h e p e o p l e t o p r e p a r e 
for t h e j u b i l e e . T h e faithful d i s t r i b u t e d p i c t u r e s o f B l e s s e d M y k o l a s 
G i e d r a i t i s , and o n e after a n o t h e r , t y p e w r i t t e n b o o k l e t s a p p e a r e d a b o u t 
t h e life o f t h e b l e s s e d . An e x c e r p t from t h e d i s ser ta t ion of t h e Pol i sh 
pr ies t A n d r e u s G e r a r d u s D y l y s , a b o u t M y k o l a s G i e d r a i t i s , h a d 
r e a c h e d L i t h u a n i a , fol lowed la te r b y t h e e n t i r e d i s ser ta t ion. S p e e d i l y , 
a p r a y e r to t h e B l e s s e d M y k o l a s G i e d r a i t i s prol i ferated, w h i c h m a n y 
p l e d g e d t h e m s e l v e s t o r e c i t e daily t h r o u g h o u t t h e j u b i l e e year . F o r 
t h e m o m e n t , d e v o t e e s g a t h e r e d in his h o m e t o w n (or not far from it, 
s i n c e his b i r t h p l a c e i s not def ini te ly k n o w n ) , pray ing with great e n ­
thus iasm to t h e b l e s s e d to i n t e r c e d e for L i t h u a n i a a n d its C h u r c h . 
S e r m o n s w e r e p r e a c h e d b y F a t h e r s Z e n o n a s Naviekas, R o k a s P u z o n a s 
and Ričardas R e p š y s . 

After t h e s e r v i c e s w h i c h las ted a long t i m e , t h o s e w h o h a d c o m e 
w e r e re luc tant t o d i s p e r s e : t h e youth r e c i t e d a t t h e al tar t h e p r a y e r 
t o M y k o l a s G i e d r a i t i s , sang h y m n s a n d r e c i t e d re l ig ious v e r s e . T h a t 
day t h e pastor, F a t h e r Vi l ius C u k u r a s , was c e l e b r a t i n g t h e t e n t h 
a n n i v e r s a r y o f his p r i e s t h o o d and t h e faithful c o n g r a t u l a t e d h i m . 

W h e n t h e c e l e b r a t i o n was o v e r , g o v e r n m e n t officials a c c o s t e d 
F a t h e r C u k u r a s . C o m i n g from as far away as Vi ln ius , t h e y i n t i m i d a t e d 
and t h r e a t e n e d h i m . T h e y b l a m e d t h e pas tor f o r p l a n n i n g t h e c o m ­
m e m o r a t i o n , and for a l lowing " r e a c t i o n a r y " pr ies t s to d e l i v e r s e r m o n s ; 
a l l eged ly t h e y o u n g p e o p l e had sung t h e old L i t h u a n i a n National 
A n t h e m . N o r w e r e t h e officials p l e a s e d by M a i r o n i s ' Lietuva brangi 

(Dear Lithuania) w h i c h has b e c o m e t h e unofficial a n t h e m of 
L i t h u a n i a . T h e y d e m a n d e d that n o m o r e such c o m m e m o r a t i o n s take 
p l a c e . 

P r a y e r t o t h e B l e s s e d M y k o l a s G i e d r a i t i s 

O Blessed Brother Mykolas, 
humble flower of the Giedraitis line, 
Which came to bloom at the foot of the Cross, 
newly planted in the land of our fathers 

Obtain for us a firm and active Faith! 
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Humble and patient Brother, marked from childhood 
with the Cross of suffering and humiliation, 

And having accepted it with sincere love 
as the greatest gift. 

Teach us to love humility which is so lacking 
in the spirit of contemporary mankind. 

O wise man of learning, 
who remained a servant all your life, 

Obtain for us true wisdom, so that we might understand 
that everything in the world is passing 

And the greatest honor is to seek in all things 
God,our one eternal goal. 

O miraculous healer of the sick. 
cure the soxds of your fel low Lithuanians, 

And of all people, sick and burdened iwith impurity, 
drunkenness, infidelity and other vices, 

So that they might not perish forever. 

Respected prophet of the future, 
look at the land of your birth, 

And obtain for Lithuania a bright, 
truly Christian future! 

Pray for us, Blessed Mykolas, that we might greet 
the 600-year Jubilee of the baptism of our nation 

Newly reborn, and determined to follow 
in the footsteps of the saints. 

Obtain more saints for Lithuania! 

Five hundred years have been unable to cover over 
with the dust of oblivion, 

Your virtues which have merited for you 
the honor and brightness of the blessed. 

Be a shining example for us, so that we too, 
imitating your humility, patience, self-control, 

Spirit of prayer and zeal, 
might gain eternal happines. 

Amen. 

8 Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania No. 67 



T H A N K Y O U ! 

T h e faithful p e o p l e o f L i thuan ia thank His Ho l ines s , P o p e J o h n 

Paul I I , for honor ing fel low coun t ryman Mykolas Giedra i t i s , in his 

l e t t e r to t he par t ic ipants in t h e j u b i l e e ce l eb ra t i on in C r a c o w . 

We h u m b l y p lace a t t he Holy F a t h e r ' s t h r o n e our request that 

our fel low c o u n t r y m e n Mykolas Giedra i t i s and A r c h b i s h o p Ju rg i s 

Matu la i t i s , would be p r o c l a i m e d saints as soon as poss ib le , in k e e p i n g 

with t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 

C a t h o l i c L i t h u a n i a 

A L E T T E R T O T H E E D I T O R S O F T H E C H R O N I C L E 

( L e t U s S t o p a n d T h i n k ) 

Almos t two thousand years age , t he g rea t e s t be t raya l of a man 

took p lace . A man b e t r a y e d his b r o t h e r , a s inner his R e d e e m e r , a 

d i sc ip le his t e a c h e r , a c r e a t u r e his C r e a t o r . T h e ve ry m a n n e r o f b e ­

trayal , t h e kiss of Judas , has left us a d e e p , s ym bo l i c m e a n i n g for all 

t ime . By kissing, o n e e x p r e s s e s one ' s love , a t t a c h m e n t , g ra t i tude and 

f r iendship, one ' s dedica t ion and j o y . T h e kiss o f Judas did not express 

a s ing le o n e of t h e s e e m o t i o n s . I t was t h e t ra i torous kiss of hypocr i sy , 

p r ide , vani ty and envy ; and of fallen mank ind . I t was a repetition of 

t he sin of Adam, w h e n man ' s p r ide , fired by envy , cou ld not s tand 

t h e p r imacy and g rea tnes s o f G o d . 

B r o t h e r s and s is ters in t he faith, a t a t i m e of p e n a n c e and r eco l ­

l ec t ion , le t us look inward, re f lec t ing on our re la t ions with Chr i s t , 

with ou r b r o t h e r s in faith and cal l ing with our nation and our C h u r c h . 

L e t u s th row open t h e doors and windows o f our soul, and s e e w h e t h e r 

t h e spirit of Judas does not lurk h idden in t h e c o r n e r s of our soul , 

awai t ing the oppor tun i ty t o o v e r c o m e and ens lave us c o m p l e t e l y . To 

Sa tan , t h e ea r th ly mer i t s and t i t les of a pe rson are not impor tan t : he 

is i n t e r e s t e d in t h e human soul. His plan is have mank ind fall down 

and worsh ip h im, fear h im and se rve only h im. To attain this goal, 

a l l m e a n s a re a c c e p t a b l e to Satan . 

He c o m e s to us as a fr iend and c o m p a n i o n , p ro t ec t i ng us from 

various mishaps , a s t h e mos t s i n c e r e advisor and h e l p e r . He c o m e s 

as wea l th , as high posi t ion , and h ie ra rch ica l a d v a n c e m e n t . He c o m e s 

as co ld , prac t ica l th inking , as so-ca l led wisdom, as fear of los ing one ' s 

f reedom and t empora l we l l -be ing . F ina l ly , he c o m e s "as a con t r ad ic -
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Throngs of people attended the closing ceremonies of the 500th anniversary 

since the death of St. Casimir, Lithuania's patron saint at SS Peter and 

Paul's Church on August 26 , 1984. Soviet authorities attempted to interrupt a 

St. Casimir observance earlier that year at which church loudspeakers for 

thousands of Catholics unable to fit inside the church were turned off on 

official order. 

tion to p e r c e i v e d T r u t h , as se rv i le submiss ion to evil and c o m p l e t e 

b l indness to goodness and beau ty . 

Satan so confuses and obfuscates t he m i n d that a person b e g i n s 

to c o n s i d e r love of T r u t h and J u s t i c e and r e s i s t ance to evil as a c r i m e , 

b e c a u s e all this d i sp leases Satan . H o w accura te ly t h e playwright Kazys 
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Saja p o r t r a y e d this in his Devynpėdžiai (Nine-Foot),in w h i c h p e o p l e 
h a v e s t o p p e d laughing and s inging b e c a u s e this i s w h a t t h e i r idol, a 
calf, w a n t e d . 

E v e n o u r s e r v i c e o f G o d and t h e C h u r c h o f C h r i s t m u s t b e i n 
k e e p i n g with t h e will o f t h e Evi l O n e . I t s e e m s t o us, b l i n d e d b y t h e 
snares o f t h e devil that e v e n submiss ion to satan m u s t p r o m o t e t h e 
h o n o r of G o d and t h e wel fare o f t h e C h u r c h and t h e faithful. J u d a s 
did not d i r e c t l y wish t h e d e a t h of C h r i s t , and only l a t e r saw t h e 
t e r r i b l e resu l t s of his w i c k e d bet raya l . 

Do we n o t in s imi lar fashion l ightly e n t e r into slavishly s u b m i s s i v e 
pacts with t h e P r i n c e o f D a r k n e s s , h o p i n g to o u t s m a r t h i m ? B u t in 
r e t u r n for o u r d e c e i t , h e wreaks v e n g e a n c e , and t h e n i t b e c o m e s 
difficult for us to talk about h e a l t h w h e n t h e r e is an evil growth in 
o u r soul. 

H a v e we not in such a w e a k and serv i le way s u b m i t t e d to t h e 
r e q u i r e m e n t t h a t u n d e s i r a b l e o u t s i d e in f luences o r d e r t h e in terna l 
affairs of o u r C h u r c h ? 

Is i t not o u r fault that t h e s e m i n a r y , t h e c a t e c h i z a t i o n of c h i l d r e n , 
t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f re l ig ious l i t e r a t u r e , t h e l imitat ion o f pr ie s t s ' pastoral 
act iv i t ies , t h e c h o i c e of c a n d i d a t e s for t h e ecc les ia s t ica l h i e r a r c h y a n d 
m a n y o t h e r ser ious tasks h a v e fallen u n d e r t h e c o n t r o l o f t h e secular 
g o v e r n m e n t ? 

Do we n o t s o m e t i m e s refuse to a c c o m p a n y t h e faithful with a 
cross to t h e H o l y Hil l (This i s poss ib ly a r e f e r e n c e to t h e Hil l o f 
C r o s s e s — T r a n s . N o t e ) or advise t h e m , i f it is heavy, to d r o p t h e c r o s s ? 

I s i t n o t w e w h o a r e afraid t o u t t e r a loud t h e n a m e s o f o u r 
b r o t h e r s , t h e p r i s o n e r s o f c o n s c i e n c e , t h e h o n o r a b l e F a t h e r s Alfonsas, 
Sig i tas a n d J o n a s K a s t y t i s ? W e are afraid t o u r g e o n e a n o t h e r t o pray 
for t h e m , b e c a u s e this i s d i sp leas ing t o t h e P r i n c e o f D a r k n e s s . 

Is i t not we w h o , for var ious — to o u r way of t h i n k i n g — d i p l o m a t i c -
e x c u s e s , carry on unequal d ia logues with p e r s o n s o f q u e s t i o n a b l e 
c o n s c i e n c e , a n d l a t e r c o m p l a i n that t h e y d e c e i v e d u s ? 

I s i t n o t w e w h o p u r p o s e l y m i s l e a d t h e H o l y S e e r e g a r d i n g t h e 
c u r r e n t p l ight o f t h e faithful o f L i t h u a n i a , o r a t least obfuscate t h e 
t r u t h ? 

I s i t n o t w e w h o p u r p o s e l y m i s l e a d t h e H o l y S e e r e g a r d i n g t h e 
c u r r e n t p l ight o f t h e faithful o f L i t h u a n i a ; o r a t least obfuscate t h e 
t r u t h ? 

I s i t n o t w e w h o u r g e p e o p l e not t o speak a b o u t t h e p r e s e n t , not 
t o s e e t h e w o u n d s a n d sorows o f o u r C h u r c h ? 
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Is i t not we w h o give our b r o t h e r s and sis ters e r r o n e o u s adv ice , 

sowing panic , and serv ing the in te res t s o f t he C h u r c h ' s e n e m i e s ? 

Is it not w e . . . ? Y e s , L o r d , i t is we! Y o u r r e d e e m e d ch i ld ren , 

your b r o t h e r s and s is ters , your d isc ip les . We who walk along s ide 

you, bu t do no t r e c o g n i z e you. We who have w a n t e d to shake off t he 

sin of Adam and t h e spirit o f Judas by j u s t our own efforts, forget t ing 

your words " W i t h o u t M e , you can do no th ing . " 

W e , L o r d , have a l lowed t h e m e r c h a n t s and hypocr i t e s t o es tabl ish 

t h e m s e l v e s i n your house . We a re t h e ones w h o f l e e your cross , e v e n 

though we p r o m i s e to ca r ry i t with you. 

I f t h e y p e r s e c u t e and c a l u m n i a t e us, you, Lo rd , have p romised 

us an a m p l e r eward in heaven ; bu t whi le I was put t ing off t rus t ing 

in your p romise s , o the r s b e c o m e c o n c e r n e d abou t m e . In t h e words 

o f o n e contemporary poe t , t h e y sugges t ed to m e : 

"Position, money, recognition. . . and great honor — 
All will he offered to you this night 
At a comparatively infinitesimal price — 
At the price of the Faith by which you have been living, 
At the price of the faith which hds^nven you nothing, 
Without wounds, without worry aruhpciin. . . 

And I a g r e e d , s i nce t h e y r e m i n d e d m e : 

"You know what awaits you tonight, 
If you calmly renounce it all. . ." 

O f c o u r s e , his warn ing unse t t l ed m e somewha t : 

". . .But do you know what awaits you, 
If you take all this?. . . 

On your r e d e m p t i v e j o u r n e y , You , L o r d , did not m a k e use o f 

any d ip lomat i c m a n e u v e r s , you did not submi t to t he b l a n d i s h m e n t s 

of t h e evil spiri t , you did not fall down and worsh ip your t e m p t e r , 

e v e n though he p r o m i s e d you all t h e r i ches , j oys and p leasures o f 

this ear th . W e , h o w e v e r , forget t ing t h e spirit o f t he first Chr i s t i ans , 

and the i r ded ica t ion to you, often easi ly a g r e e to offer i n c e n s e to t h e 

s t range idol. 

F o l l o w i n g t h e road of Chr i s t ' s suffering, be l i ev ing in t he act ion 

of t he Holy Spir i t , t he forg iveness of our sins in t h e h o p e of e t e rna l 

life, l e t us not be b l ind and d e a f to t he r e d e m p t i v e invi tat ion: " C o m e 
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t o m e , all o f y o u . " W e often pray that o u r nat ion ' s son, A r c h b i s h o p 
Jurg i s M a t u l e v i č i u s , would soon be p r o c l a i m e d a saint, b u t we do not 
wish to u n d e r s t a n d his words, "How b l e s s e d to be a c o m m o n rag, 
c l e a n i n g e v e n a small c o r n e r o f t h e C h u r c h . . . " L i k e S a i n t F r a n c i s 
a t o n e t i m e , w e still d o n o t u n d e r s t a n d t h e cal l , " R e b u i l d m y col laps ing 
C h u r c h ! " 

A n d yet , t h e r e are m a n y wonderful ly beauti ful e x a m p l e s o f t h o s e 
w h o having fallen, a re a b l e to get up again; having s t rayed from t h e 
way of r i g h t e o u s n e s s with tearful e y e , a d e e p sigh for foolish straying, 
find it o n c e again. 

L o r d , w e w a n t t o b e with Y o u ! C o m e h e l p us! W i t h t h e ray o f 
your d iv ine l ight, d i s p e r s e t h e shadows o f J u d a s ' spirit . H a v i n g w a s h e d 
away t h e dust o f t h e by-ways, and having c l e a n e d out t h e c o r n e r s o f 
o u r sold, we wish o n c e again to be a t your t a b l e a n d to h e a r your 
v o i c e , " I a m t h e L iv ing B r e a d ! I a m t h e W a y , t h e T r u t h and t h e L i fe ! 
F o l l o w M e ! " 

T H E K G B T E R R O R I Z E S 
F A T H E R J O N A S K A S T Y T I S M A T U L I O N I S 

Vi lnius 
O n J u n e 19, 1 9 8 5 , F a t h e r J o n a s Kastyt i s M a t u l i o n i s was r e l e a s e d 

from t h e S m o l e n s k C a m p u n d e r a m n e s t y . B y a h a p p y c o i n c i d e n c e 
that day, i n t h e C h u r c h o f S a i n t M i c h a e l , F a t h e r Stanis lovas Va­
l iukėnas was c e l e b r a t i n g t h e fiftieth anniver sary o f his p r i e s t h o o d . 
J u s t b e f o r e t h e pr inc ipa l M a s s , a worn-out F a t h e r M a t u l i o n i s , w h o 
had j u s t r e t u r n e d t o Vi lnius , e n t e r e d t h e c h u r c h . H e h a d often sung 
in S a i n t M i c h a e l ' s C h u r c h b a c k in t h e old days, a n d was wel l l iked 
by e v e r y o n e . F a t h e r M a t u l i o n i s , so r e c e n t l y a p r i s o n e r , sang dur ing 
t h e s o l e m n M a s s , j u s t a s h e u s e d to. M a n y o f t h e faithful w e r e sur­
pr i sed : T h e v o i c e was familiar. . . . F a t h e r M a t u l i o n i s . . . B u t n o . . . 
He i s in pr ison . . . I t rea l ly was he . . . 

S i n c e t h e pr ie s t i s ser ious ly ill, t h e y cer t i f ied h i m in c a m p for 
invalid c a t e g o r y n u m b e r o n e . B e s i d e s , t h e a r t ic le o n w h i c h h e was 
s e n t e n c e d was c o v e r e d b y t h e a m n e s t y , s o t h e y l e t h i m go. 

After t h e s o l e m n M a s s w h e n m a n y had a l ready left, t h e f o r m e r 
p r i s o n e r , fa ther M a t u l i o n i s , e x h a u s t e d , e m a c i a t e d b u t with a sh in ing 
c o u n t e n e n c e , c a m e out t o t h e altar. A p p r o a c h i n g t h e altar, h e k i s sed 
t h e g r o u n d and, t h a n k i n g G o d for t h e gift o f t h e F a i t h a n d t h e gift 
o f t h e p r i e s t h o o d , a n d t h e p e o p l e for t h e i r prayers , h e b e g a n t o offer 
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Mass . S e n s i t i v e to all, and p r o n e to w e e p a t t he misfor tunes o f o the r s , 

F a t h e r Matu l ion i s s tood a t t h e altar, e m a n e i a t e d hut not b r o k e n . T h e 

p e o p l e in church wep t , t h e tears flowing spontaneous ly and un­

c h e c k e d . T h e w o m e n and ch i ld ren wept , t he m e n b r u s h e d tears away 

un inh ib i t ed , old ladies g r i eved s i lent ly . No words w e r e neces sa ry . 

E v e r y o n e saw what t h e devasta t ion wrought by Sov ie t pr ison c a m p 

m e a n s . And he had only b e e n t h e r e e igh t m o n t h s . . . 

After t h e gospe l , t he p r ies t u t t e r e d j u s t a few thoughts , bu t e v e r y 

word of his rang t rue from e x p e r i e n c e : " I f peop l e real ly b e l i e v e d in 

G o d and loved H i m , t h e r e would be no c a m p s , and t h e ho r ro r which 

I saw would no t e x i s t , " said F a t h e r Matu l ion i s . He r eca l l ed F a t h e r 

Alfonsas Svar inskas , F a t h e r Sigi tas T a m k e v i c i u s and all t h o s e suffering 

for t he F a i t h , urg ing t h e p e o p l e to pray for G o d ' s b less ing , s t rength 

and f reedom for t h e m . T h e young peop l e who had a s s e m b l e d to 

c e l e b r a t e t he j u b i l e e g r e e t e d t h e r e t u r n e d p r i sone r j oyous ly . After 

M a s s , m a n y still w i shed to m e e t F a t h e r Matu l ion i s and talk with h im; 

bu t t h e p r ies t p r o m i s e d to visit e v e r y o n e la ter , s ince he had to r epo r t 

to t h e mil i t ia t hen , and ge t a t leas t s o m e res t . He said, " T h e r e will 

be t i m e , we shall m e e t . I want to visit and conso l e my s is te r and 

re la t ives . T h e y have suffered m u c h . " 

On Sunday , J u n e 23, F a t h e r Matulionis visi ted Kybar ta i . Y o u n g 

and old g r e e t e d the i r p r ies t on his r e tu rn , wh i l e he t hanked t h e m for 

t he i r p rayers and p r o m i s e d t o visit e v e r y o n e again s o o n . 

B a r e l y a w e e k passed and i t was reported that F a t h e r J o n a s 

Kasty t i s Matu l ion i s had b e e n a r r e s t ed . 

On J u n e 26, abou t noon , a s t h e pr ies t was p repar ing to c e l e b r a t e 

Mass a t h o m e , two unknown m e n c a m e into his apa r tmen t , and ac ­

c o s t e d t h e fo rmer p r i soner , d e m a n d i n g to k n o w why he had not 

r eg i s t e r ed . F a t h e r Matulionis asked the un inv i t ed gues ts to i n t roduce 

t h e m s e l v e s . T h e m e n w h o had c o m e in p r o d u c e d identif icat ion — 

K G B agen t s ! W h e n t h e pr ies t exp la ined that his papers w e r e b e i n g 

put in o rde r , and tha t he had a l ready b e e n to t he mil i t ia (and e v e r y o n e 

knows that in t h e S o v i e t sy s t em, no o n e can r eg i s t e r in a day) , t h e 

chek i s t s o r d e r e d h im to dress and c o m e with t h e m to explain h imsel f . 

T h e K G B a l lowed the h o u s e k e e p e r to pack h im food for a day, saying 

that t h e first day, no o n e would g ive h im any. I t was obvious that 

F a t h e r Matu l ion i s was b e i n g a r r e s t ed again. M a n y still h o p e d that i t 

was a mi sunde r s t and ing , a mis t ake ; i t would be c l e a r e d up and t h e y 

would r e l e a s e h i m . B u t t he days passed wh i l e he sat in t he Lukisk i s 

Pr ison. O n c e again, he was with c r imina l s ! 

T h e y told his family that t h e r e would be no n e w trial , s i nce he 
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had a l ready b e e n c o n v i c t e d ; why t h e y h a d r e a r r e s t e d t h e b a r e l y re­
l e a s e d pr ies t , t h e y n e v e r e x p l a i n e d . O n l y o n e o f t h e c h e k i s t s r e t o r t e d . 
" H e h a r d l y m a n a g e d t o g e t b a c k w h e n h e a r r a n g e d a n e w d e m o n ­
s t r a t i o n . " C a n i t be that t h e w a r m w e l c o m e of a r e t u r n i n g pr ies t in 
t h e faithful is c o n s i d e r e d a c r i m i n a l " d e m o n s t r a t i o n " ? 

C a n t h e r e be a g r e a t e r m o c k e r y — to le t o n e h a v e a tas te of 
f r e e d o m a n d w i t h o u t e v e n l e t t i n g o n e res t and r e c u p e r a t e , r e t u r n 
h i m e x t r e m e l y e x h a u s t e d , actual ly b a r e l y al ive, to t h e n i g h t m a r e o f 
c a m p ? 

T H E P R O T E S T S D O N O T A B A T E 

T o : T h e P r o s e c u t o r o f t h e L i t h u a n i a n S S R 

F r o m : T h e P r i e s t s o f t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f Vi ln ius 

A P e t i t i o n 
O n J a n u a r y 18, 1 9 8 5 , t h e S u p r e m e C o u r t o f t h e L i t h u a n i a n S S R 

s e n t e n c e d F a t h e r J o n a s Kastyt i s M a t u l i o n i s t o t h r e e years o f impris­
o n m e n t after f inding h i m guil ty o f s e v e r e d isrupt ion o f t h e p u b l i c 
o r d e r , a c c o r d i n g t o Par . 1 9 9 o f t h e L S S R C r i m i n a l C o d e . 

O n t h e e v e n i n g o f N o v e m b e r 1 , 1 9 8 4 , F a t h e r J o n a s Kastyt i s 
M a t u l i o n i s , t o g e t h e r with t h e faithful, w e n t from t h e c h u r c h o f Kybar­
tai to t h e n e a r b y c e m e t e r y , to pray for t h e dead. On t h e day for 
h o n o r i n g t h e d e a d (All S o u l s ' D a y — T r a n s . N o t e ) , t h r o u g h o u t 
L i t h u a n i a , e v e n t h e civil g o v e r n m e n t organizes p r o c e s s i o n s t o 
c e m e t e r i e s . T h e faithful, t o g e t h e r with t h e pr ies t u n d e r s e n t e n c e , 
w e n t t o t h e c e m e t e r y i n o r d e r l y fashion wi thout h i n d e r i n g e i t h e r 
traffic or factory work. H e n c e , t h e r e i s no basis for c o n s i d e r i n g t h e 
p r o c e s s i o n " s e v e r e d isrupt ion o f t h e p u b l i c o r d e r " . M o r e o v e r , e v e n 
t h e L S S R C o n s t i t u t i o n , Art. 4 8 , g u a r a n t e e s f r e e d o m o f p a r a d e s a long 
t h e s t r e e t . 

S e n t e n c e d a t t h e s a m e t i m e to two years o f i m p r i s o n m e n t was 
y o u n g R o m a s Ž e m a i t i s , w h o h a d ass i s ted in t h e se rv ices as an usher . 
He was c o n v i c t e d of res i s t ing a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e g o v e r n m e n t , p u r ­
suant t o L S S R C r i m i n a l C o d e , Art. 2 0 1 . H e r e i s w h a t h a p p e n e d : 
D u r i n g t h e p r o c e s s i o n , C h a i r m a n G u d ž i ū n a s o f t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m ­
m i t t e e o f t h e C i t y o f Kybar ta i , w a n t e d t o a p p r o a c h F a t h e r J o n a s 
Kastyt i s M a t u l i o n i s to talk with h i m . Ž e m a i t i s gave a signal with his 
h a n d , l e t t ing i t be u n d e r s t o o d that i t was not fitting to c h a t a t t h a t 
t i m e . C h a i r m a n G u d ž i ū n a s c o u l d h a v e e x p r e s s e d his warn ings b e f o r e 
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or after t h e serv ices . T h u s , t h e r e i s no basis for c o n s i d e r i n g t h e 
aforesaid act ion o f R o m a s Ž e m a i t i s a s r e s i s t a n c e to g o v e r n m e n t r e p r e ­
s e n t a t i v e . 

M e a n t i m e , C h a i r m a n G u d ž i ū n a s i n t e r f e r e d with t h e car ry ing out 
o f re l ig ious c e r e m o n i e s e v e n i n t h e c e m e t e r y , d e m a n d i n g that F a t h e r 
M a t u l i o n i s o r d e r t h e p e o p l e out o f t h e c e m e t e r y ( L S S R C r i m i n a l 
C o d e , 1 4 5 ) . 

W e t h e r e f o r e r e q u e s t you t o nullify this dec i s ion o f t h e L S S R 
S u p r e m e C o u r t for both o f t h o s e s e n t e n c e d , k e e p i n g i n m i n d , 
m o r e o v e r , that F a t h e r M a t u l i o n i s i s a s ick m a n , an invalid of G r o u p I I . 

Vi lnius , M a r c h 2 9 , 1 9 8 5 

P r i e s t s o f t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f Vi lnius . F a t h e r s : 1 . Alg imantas 
K e i n a , 2 . Vytautas Pūkas, 3 . Stasys M a r k e v i č i u s , 4 . J o n a s B o r u t a , 5 . 
J o n a s Vai tonis , 6 . J o r d a n a s Š l e n y s , 7 . Č e s l o v a s T a r a š k e v i č i u s , 8 . 
Josifas Aškelovič ius , 9 . D o m a s Valančiauskas , K ) . E d m u n d a s 
Paul ionis , 1 1 . K a z i m i e r a s Gai l ius , 12 . M a r i j o n a s Savickas, 13 . Stasys 
Puidokas, 14. J u o z a s V e r t s , 15 . S t e p o n a s T u n a i t i s , 16. L e o n a s Savic­
kas, 17. Vytautas J a s k e l e v i č i u s , 18. D o n a t a s Puidokas, 19. J o n a s 
L a u r i ū n a s , 2 0 . K a z i m i e r a s Ž e m ė n a s , 2 I V Aldas Č e p o n i s , 2 2 . Ignas 
Jakut is , 2 3 . Antonas F i l i p č i k , 2 4 . M y k o l a s ^ P e t r a v i č i u s , 2 5 . J o n a s 
Kukta, 2 6 . Antanas S i m o n a i t i s , 2 7 . Alfredas Kunįšauskas , 2 8 . Vladas 
Č e r n i a u s k a s , 2 9 . Alfonsas M e r k y s , 3 0 . D o n a t a s Valfukonis. 

3 1 . Alfonsas P e t r o n i s , 3 2 . Alber tas Ul ickas , 3 3 . J o n a s K a r d e l i s , 
34. Antanas Andr iuškev ič ius , 3 5 . Antanas Valatka, 3 6 . K a z i m i e r a s 
Kindurys , 3 7 . Mykolas Ž e m a i t i s , 3 8 . Vaclovas Aliulis, 3 9 . Aleksandras 
K a š k e v i č i u s , 4 0 . Algis Kazlauskas, 4 1 . P e t r a s Purlys, 4 2 . Stanis lovas 
Kakar ieka , 4 3 . P e t r a s Tarvydas, 4 4 . K o n s t a n t i n a s M o l i s , 4 5 . Vladis­
lovas Novickis , 4 6 . J u o z a s U r b o n a s , 4 7 . Alfonsas T a m u l a i t i s , 4 8 . Stanis­
lovas V a l i u k ė n a s , 4 9 . Kazys M e i l i u s , 5 0 . P e t r a s D a u n o r a s , 5 1 . J u s t i n a s 
Saul ius , 5 2 . B r o n i u s Sakavič ius, 5 3 . K a z i m i e r a s P u k ė n a s , 5 4 . V . V e r -
ikas. 

T h e faithful o f L i t h u a n i a k e e p appea l ing t o t h e P r o s e c u t o r G e n ­
eral o f t h e L S S R with e x p r e s s i o n s o f protes t , d e m a n d i n g t h e r e l e a s e 
o f t h e two wrongful ly a r r e s t e d m e n : F a t h e r J o n a s Kastyt i s M a t u l i o n i s 
a n d y o u n g R o m a s Ž e m a i t i s , and t h e r e l e a s e o f t h e two pr ies t s a l ready 
in t h e s e c o n d y e a r o f t h e i r i m p r i s o n m e n t : Alfonsas Svar inskas a n d 
Sigi tas T a m k e v i č i u s . 

H e r e are a few texts of s t a t e m e n t s : 
" T h e painful n e w s has r e a c h e d us. O n c e again, a pr ie s t w h o has 
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zealously se rved G o d and p e o p l e has b e e n a r r e s t e d , t h e associate 
pas tor o f t h e parish a t Kybarta i , F a t h e r J o n a s Kastyt i s M a t u l i o n i s , 
and a b e l i e v e r from t h e parish of Kybarta i , t h e youth, R o m a s Ž e m a i t i s . 
W e ask you p l e a s e n o t t o d i s o b e y t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e L S S R , not 
to p e r s e c u t e o u r re l ig ion, and as soon as poss ib le to r e l e a s e t h e pr ies t s 
w h o h a v e not c o m m i t t e d any c r i m e : t h e ass is tant pas tor o f t h e parish 
o f Kybar ta i , F a t h e r J o n a s Kastyt is M a t u l i o n i s ; our pastor, F a t h e r 
Sigi tas T a m k e v i č i u s ; t h e pas tor o f t h e parish o f V i d u k l ė , F a t h e r Alfon­
sas Svar inskas a n d t h e zealous y o u n g b e l i e v e r o f t h e parish o f Kybar ta i , 
R o m a s Ž e m a i t i s , and o t h e r p r i s o n e r s suffering for t h e t r u t h . " 

" P l e a s e r e l e a s e t h e wrongful ly a r r e s t e d pr ies t o f t h e parish o f 
Kybarta i , F a t h e r J o n a s Kąstyt i s M a t u l i o n i s and t h e y o u n g b e l i e v e r o f 
t h e parish of Kybar ta i , R o m a s Ž e m a i t i s , as wel l as t h o s e in prison for 
t h e s e c o n d y e a r for zealous fulf i l lment of t h e i r dut ies : t h e pas tor of 
t h e parish of V i d u k l ė , F a t h e r Alfonsas Svar inskas and t h e pas tor o f 
t h e parish o f Kybar ta i , F a t h e r Sigitas T a m k e v i č i u s . 

" W e c o n s i d e r t h e ar res t s o f pr ies t s a n d zealous b e l i e v e r s a s a 
p e r s e c u t i o n of re l ig ion a n d r i d i c u l e o f o u r most s s a c r e d b e l i e f s . " 

N o v e m b e r 9 , 1 9 8 4 , t h e Assoc ia te P a s t o r o f Kybarta i , F a t h e r J o n a s 
Kastyt i s M a t u l i o n i s , was a p p r e h e n d e d , a n d o n N o v e m b e r 12, t h e 
al tar server , R o m a s Ž e m a i t i s . S imi la r ly s e n t e n c e d to ten years o f 
i m p r i s o n m e n t w e r e t h e P a s t o r o f V i d u k l ė , Alfonsas Svar inskas a n d 
t h e P a s t o r o f Kybar ta i , Sig i tas T a m k e v i č i u s . 

F o r our h o m e l a n d L i t h u a n i a , that i s an u n s p e a k a b l y great pain 
and loss, e s p e c i a l l y in t h e s e t i m e s w h e n t h e r e is a l ready a shor tage 
of pr ies t s . T h e r e f o r e , we t h e faithful of L i t h u a n i a c o m e to you, P r o ­
s e c u t o r , d e m a n d i n g that you r e l e a s e t h e unjust ly a c c u s e d and sen­
t e n c e d pr ies t s and all o t h e r s i m p r i s o n e d for t h e i r faith. We also de­
m a n d a ces sa t ion to t h e t e r r o r i z i n g and p e r s e c u t i o n of o t h e r pr ies ts 
zea lous ly and c o u r a g e o u s l y work ing in L i t h u a n i a , as wel l as t h e faith­
ful. 

S i g n e d b y t h e faithful o f t h e fol lowing par i shes : 

Aleksotas ( K a u n a s ) — 4 1 5 B ū d v i e t i s — 5 6 8 
Alytus II — 4 0 1 3 D r u s k i n i n k a i — 7 4 0 
Bagoto j i — 1 4 8 G e l g a u d i š k i s — 4 3 3 
B a l b i e r i š k i s — 2 1 4 Girdžiai — 2 2 8 
B i r š t o n a s — 2 4 8 G r i š k a b ū d i s — 4 3 3 
I lguva — 1 3 0 Ig l iauka — 1 3 8 
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D a u k š i a i — 1 6 5 P a n e v ė ž y s — 4 3 1 5 
Gar l iava — 6 0 6 P i l v i š k i a i — 6 0 0 
G a r d a š i a i — 1 5 2 Pr iena i — 2 1 0 7 
Gižai — 1 3 5 Rieč ia i — 8 1 0 
G u d e l i a i — 101 S a n g r ū d a — 4 0 5 
I š l a u ž a s — 7 9 Seir i ja i — 5 1 3 
K a i m e l i s — 3 3 4 Skardupia i — 1 0 5 
Kalvar i ja — 1 5 8 7 Š e š t o k a i — 3 5 2 
Kas ių R ū d a — 2 6 6 Š u n s k a i — 1 4 7 
K u č i ū n a i — 2 4 0 U t e n a — 1 8 2 5 
L e i p a l i n g i s — 4 0 4 Vei s ie ia i — 9 8 7 
L u k š i a i — 8 3 0 V i l k a v i š k i s — 6 7 5 
Miros lavas — 1 5 0 0 Z. P a n e m u n ė — 81 
P a n e m u n ė 1 3 3 9 Kalvar i ja — 1 5 8 4 
Pažėrai — 1 6 8 K a p s u k a s — 4 2 5 7 
P l o k š č i a i — 5 4 Kriokia laukis — 4 9 5 
R a u d o n d v a r i s — 8 1 0 Lazdi jai — 1 3 0 6 
R u m b o n y s — 5 4 2 L i š k i a v a — 3 3 7 
S a n t a i k a — 3 0 2 M e t e l i a i — 1 6 5 
Sintauta i — 2 4 2 Pakuoni s — 1 4 9 
Šakiai 2 4 3 7 Pati lčiai — 1 5 2 
Š l a v a n t a i — 2 6 8 P l u t i š k ė s — 4 3 
T a b a r i š k ė s — 1 7 2 P u n i a — 98 
Valkininkai — ¡ 1 1 2 R u d u m i n a — 5 6 5 

V i d u k l ė — 3 5 0 Sasnava — 5 9 0 
Višakio - R ū d a — 1 3 2 S i m n a s - 1 5 2 4 
Kalesnykai — 4 5 0 S k r i a u d ž i a i - 1 1 1 
K a p č i a m i e s t i s — 3 4 7 Ši lavotas — 78 
K r i k š t o n y s — 3 3 9 Š v e n t a ž e r i s — 2 7 2 
Kudirkos N a u m i e s t i s — 6 7 4 Ūdr i ja — 6 3 2 
L a k ė č i a i — 40 Veiver ia i — 112 
M a r c i n k o n y s — 1 1 0 Z a p y š k i s — 1 8 
Paluobiai — 81 

F R O M T H E C O U R T R O O M 

In M a r c h , 1 9 8 5 , t h e trial o f Vladas L a p i e n i s took p l a c e in Vi lnius . 
T h e d e f e n d a n t ' s wife, E l e n a L a p i e n i e n e was not i n f o r m e d o f h e r 
h u s b a n d ' s trial officially. H a v i n g l e a r n e d of t h e i m p e n d i n g trial on 
h e r own a n d c o m i n g to t h e c o u r t r o o m , s h e found i t full of p e o p l e , 
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Vladas Lapienis 

with no space avai lable . An ext ra cha i r was b rough t for Mrs . L a p i e -

n i e n e , and p l aced w h e r e the v iew and hea r ing would be impa i red . 

T h e P r o s e c u t o r o f t h e trial was Murauskas ; t h e a c c u s e d r e j e c t e d 

c o u n s e l . T h e trial l as ted o n e day. A t t he b e g i n n i n g , t h e e v i d e n c e , 

which cons t i t u t ed seven v o l u m e s , was read . I t was read so qu ick ly 

and qu ie t ly that no th ing cou ld be hea rd in t h e c o u r t r o o m . Lap ien i s 

was a c c u s e d o f an t i -Sov ie t p ropaganda and c a l u m n y . 

W i t n e s s e s in t h e c a s e w e r e Mis s O n a D r a n g i n y t e , a r e s iden t o f 

Kaunas , in w h o s e h o m e Vladas Lap ien i s was a r r e s t e d ( S e e Chronicle 
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No. 66 — T r a n s . N o t e ) and t h e t e a c h e r , Juozas Puodžiukas . W i t n e s s 
D r a n g i n y t ė e x p l a i n e d that she did not know L a p i e n i s had b e e n sought 
b y t h e mil i t ia; and why h e was c o m i n g t o s e e h e r , she had b e e n 
u n a b l e to ascer ta in in t i m e . Puodžiukas was a w i t n e s s for t h e p r o s e c u ­
tion, affirming that L a p i e n i s k e p t his books in his yard s h e d and 
s u g g e s t e d r e a d i n g t h e m . T h e c o u r t n e e d e d only o n e w i t n e s s t o b e 
a b l e to find t h e de fendant guilty of a n t i - S o v i e t propaganda. 

As L a p i e n i s was making his final r e m a r k s , K G B a g e n t s o b s t r u c t e d 
his wife in var ious ways so that she m i g h t h e a r as l i t t le as poss ib le of 
h e r h u s b a n d ' s s p e e c h . T h e de fendant , d e s p i t e c o n s t a n t i n t e r r u p t i o n s 
b y t h e j u d g e , s p o k e for a b o u t ten m i n u t e s . H e said: " T h e g r e a t e s t 
proof that h u m a n r ights a re b e i n g a b u s e d in t h e S o v i e t U n i o n i s t h e 
fact that I am on trial. A c c o r d i n g to i n t e r n a t i o n a l a g r e e m e n t s , I should 
not be t r ied, s i n c e I 've d o n e n o t h i n g wrong. Joyful ly I go to prison 
for C h r i s t and o u r n a t i o n . " 

D u r i n g t h e trial, L a p i e n i s r e m a i n e d very c a l m . 
T h e c o u r t s e n t e n c e d L a p i e n i s ( a 7 9 - y e a r old m a n ) p u r s u a n t t o 

t h e Criminal C o d e , Art. 6 8 . Id, to four years of l abor c a m p and two 
years e x i l e . T h e c o n v i c t e d man j o k e d that t h e c o u r t thus was prolong­
ing his life on e a r t h , s i n c e i t would be awkward to e n t e r e t e r n i t y 
w i t h o u t having c o m p l e t e d t h e s e n t e n c e , that is, in d e b t to t h e s ta te . 

D u r i n g t h e vis i t ing p e r i o d , L a p i e n i s r e m a i n e d i n t e r n a l l y c a l m . 
W h e n his wife c o m p l a i n e d that she d o e s not s l e e p nights , a n d often 
w e e p s , h e g e n t l y c o m f o r t e d h e r , " W h y d o you w e e p ? I f you rea l ly 
can ' t s tand it, and have to w e e p , w e e p dur ing t h e day and at n ight , 
s l e e p peaceful ly . 

A K G B a g e n t s i t t ing n e a r t h e m c o n s t a n t l y i n t e r r u p t e d t h e i r c o n ­
versat ion. W h e n t h e visit was over , t h e w o m a n w a n t e d t o kiss h e r 
husband, b u t t h e c h e k i s t i n t e r p o s e d h imsel f . As t h e y p a r t e d , M r s . 
L a p i e n i e n ė b l e s s e d h e r h u s b a n d . 

B e f o r e leaving t h e vis i t ing r o o m , L a p i e n i s r e p e a t e d to his wife 
t h e words o f t h e h y m n , " W i t h J e s u s I too take up my cross , w h i c h 
t h e h a n d of t h e L o r d has given m e , I 'm d e t e r m i n e d to carry i t p a t i e n t l y 
e v e r y day, and I will offer m y s e l f on it daily as a s a c r i f i c e . " 

F R O M T H E C H R O N I C L E A R C H I V E S 

On August 1, 1 9 7 6 , t h e feast of S a i n t D o m i n i c , t h e c h u r c h of 
P a l ė v e n ė (Kupišk i s Rayon), c e l e b r a t e d its 3 0 0 - y e a r j u b i l e e . T h e ser­
m o n o n t h e occas ion was p r e a c h e d b y F a t h e r P r a n c i š k u s Mas i l ioni s , 
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Father Pranciškus Masilionis 

w h o had s e r v e d a t this c h u r c h . He m e n t i o n e d brief ly t h e his tory o f 
t h e c h u r c h i n P a l ė v e n ė ; t h e D o m i n i c a n F r i a r y founded t h e r e , a n d 
t h e school a n d l ibrary t h e y ran, and h e d e s c r i b e d o t h e r c h u r c h e s and 
schools l ike t h o s e of P a l ė v e n ė — Pažaisl is in K a u n a s ; SS P e t e r a n d 
Paul , S a i n t M i c h a e l a n d t h e B e r n a r d i n e C h u r c h i n Vi lnius ; T y t u v ė n a i , 
L i n k u v a a n d Kražiai . T h e s e w e r e c e n t e r s o f art and l e a r n i n g w h i c h 
had a d e c i s i v e i n f l u e n c e on t h e format ion of t h e c o u n t r y ' s a t t i tudes 
and c u s t o m s : 

"All this p r e p a r e d t h e L i t h u a n i a n s for t h o s e s t ruggles a n d suffer­
ings w h i c h awai ted t h e m later . All this n o u r i s h e d and s t r e n g t h e n e d 
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t h e L i t h u a n i a n s in t h e i r m o s t difficult t i m e s . All this e n c o u r a g e d t h e 
L i t h u a n i a n s to hold out and s t ruggle for f r e e d o m . All this a r o u s e d in 
L i t h u a n i a n s feel ings of a d m i r a t i o n , se l f-conf idence a n d e v e n a h e a l t h y 
s e l f - e s t e e m . A n d now, t h e y are t r e a s u r e s o f o u r nat ion, given to us 
by on i a n c e s t o r s , invit ing us to hold on to o u r faith and love of o u r 
" f a t h e r l a n d , " said F a t h e r Mas i l ioni s . 

T h e p r e a c h e r r e m i n d e d his l i s t e n e r s that o n e o f t h o s e w h o at­
t e n d e d t h e c h u r c h in P a l ė v e n ė and s tudied in t h e school run by t h e 
friary was t h e famous L i t h u a n i a n a r c h i t e c t , L a u r e n c i j u s S t u o k a 
G u c e v i č i u s . T o u c h i n g o n t h e difficulties o f t h e c h u r c h o f P a l ė v e n ė 
( t h r o u g h o u t its 3 0 0 - y e a r his tory), F a t h e r Mas i l ioni s vividly r e c a l l e d 
t h e fire w h i c h h a p p e n e d t o t h e c h u r c h i n 1 9 5 8 , a n d t h e p r o b l e m s 
with rayon r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s a n d with t h e office of t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r 
for R e l i g i o u s Affairs in c o n n e c t i o n with t h e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e 
c h u r c h . F o l l o w i n g i s an e x c e r p t from t h e s e r m o n : 

" . . . I n c o n c l u s i o n , m a y I r e m i n d you o f w h a t w e have exper i­
e n c e d in c o m m o n with you. I r e m e m b e r t h e fire and t h e p r o b l e m s 
until t h e roof was r e c o n s t r u c t e d . At that t i m e , you s h o w e d unusual 
k i n d n e s s . Y o u r faith and g o o d n e s s surpr i sed e v e n t h e n e i g h b o r i n g 
c le rgy . To all of you, I am v e r y gra te fu l . " 

"At that t i m e , t h e c h u r c h c o m m i t t e e , with its c h a i r m a n , s e c r e t a r y 
and t r e a s u r e r , t h e c h o i r a n d adorat ion soc ie ty , a m o n g w h o m w e r e a 
good n u m b e r o f o u r beauti ful young p e o p l e , p e r f o r m e d y e o m a n ser­
v ice . I reca l l v e r y m a n y good individuals and famil ies w h o h e l p e d in 
all sorts of ways. I t rust that you will c o n t i n u e to h e l p t h e c h u r c h so 
that this beauti ful a n d d e a r m o t h e r o f ours m i g h t be loved as b e ­
fore. . . " — — 

O n J u l y 10, 1 9 5 8 , t h e r o o f o f t h e friary c a u g h t fire a t t h e c h i m n e y 
o n t h e c h u r c h s ide n e a r t h e c h u r c h . T h e roofs w e r e o f w o o d e n shingles , 
old a n d v e r y dry. A s t rong wind b l e w in t h e d i r e c t i o n of t h e c h u r c h . 
T h e c h u r c h is high; i t c a n n o t be c l i m b e d to ext inguish a fire. A c r o w d 
g a t h e r e d , I a s k e d o n e b o y to c l i m b up on t h e c h u r c h and quick ly 
t h r o w down from t h e t o w e r windows c h u r c h d o c u m e n t s and old books 
w h i c h had l i t t le value. T h e b o y t h r e w down s o m e o f t h e things, and 
that w h i c h h e t h r e w down b e c a m e s c o r c h e d and w e r e fur ther dam­
a g e d . 

B y t h e t i m e t h e f i r e m e n ar r ived from Kupišk i s , and with t h e m 
t h e rayon l e a d e r s h i p , t h e friary was a l m o s t g o n e . S o m e m e n a l m o s t 
b e a t up rayon C h a i r m a n Paplauskas for te l l ing t h e f i r e m e n to ext in­
guish t h e dy ing friary fire and not a l lowing t h e m to save t h e c h u r c h . 
T h e fire paid n o a t t e n t i o n t o t h e f i r e m e n , d e v o u r i n g m o r e a n d m o r e 
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o f t h e c h u r c h roof. I b r o u g h t t h e B l e s s e d S a c r a m e n t out t o m y apart­
m e n t . T h e r e was d a n g e r that t h e r o o f would b u c k l e , so I took out t h e 
l i turgical vesse l s a n d a p p o i n t m e n t s . T h e zeal o f t h e salvagers did s o m e 
d a m a g e : o n e powerful m a n r i p p e d o u t t h e t a b e r n a c l e t o salvage it, 
o t h e r s t o r e down a b o u t four s tat ions o f t h e cross , m e r e l y d e s t r o y i n g 
t h e m , w h i l e o t h e r s j u m p e d u p a n d g r a b b e d t h e c h a n d e l i e r s t o salvage 
t h e m , b u t o n l y b r o k e t h e m up. S e e i n g i t all, I told t h e m not to do 
so. T h e y s t o p p e d b r i n g i n g out t h e t a b e r n a c l e a n d t e a r i n g out t h e 
s tat ions o f t h e cross , b u t t h e y d e m o l i s h e d t h e c h a n d e l i e r s . 

T h e fire was g e t t i n g c l o s e t o t h e t o w e r . T h e large w i n d o w s o f 
t h e t o w e r h a d b e e n o p e n for m a n y years . C r o w s a n d m a g p i e s u s e d 
to b r i n g twigs for t h e i r n e s t s in t h e spr ing. B e l o w , on top o f t h e t o w e r 
a r c h e s , was a g rea t p i le of twigs. T h e r e also lay a d e a d c r o w . It was 
i m p o s s i b l e t o c lean t h e m out, n e i t h e r down through t h e o p e n i n g 
b e h i n d t h e wall n o r upward through t h e windows w h i c h w e r e high, 
p e r h a p s ten o r m o r e m e t e r s a b o v e . 

T h e good be l l - r inger , J u o z a s , c h o p p e d a n o p e n i n g i n t h e m a s o n r y 
a n d o n e o n t h e L ė v e n a s s ide T h e n h e h a u l e d out o f t h e t o w e r s ix teen 
large wagonloads of twigs ! T h i s was a b e n e f i t w h i c h h a d not for s e e n . 
M e a n t i m e , t h e fire a p p r o a c h e d t h e tower , a n d t h e f lames l ike golden 
s e r p e n t s c r a w l e d through t h e w i n d o w s a n d w e r e l ick ing a t t h e w o o d e n 
support s o f b o t h g rea t b e l l s . 

I a s k e d t h e m e n to save t h e b e l l s , b u t t h e h o s e was too shor t 
and t h e f i r e m e n from K u p i š k i s , w e r e u n a b l e t o d o anyth ing . I t l o o k e d 
as t h o u g h t h e r e was no h o p e : t h e b e l l s w o u l d fall, c a v e in t h e t o w e r 
a r c h e s a n d b r e a k . W e w e r e afraid that t h e c h u r c h roof would also 
c o l l a p s e . I a s k e d all t h e p e o p l e to l e a v e t h e c h u r c h , a n d l o c k e d t h e 
door . B u t w h a t was I to do with t h e b e l l s ? I c o u l d n ' t do anyth ing . As 
I left t h e c h u r c h I saw t h a t t h e w o o d e n be l l - support s w e r e a l ready 
b u r n i n g . T o n g u e s o f fire w e r e glowing. A l i t t le w h i l e l o n g e r and t h e 
b e l l s would b e falling. 

S u d d e n l y , in to t h e c h u r c h y a r d r a c e d a n o t h e r e n g i n e c o m p a n y . 
T h e y w e r e w e a r i n g h e l m e t s l ike so ld iers o f o ld. T h e first o n e b a r e l y 
into t h e c h u r c h y a r d s h o u t e d , " W h e r e ' s t h e p r o b l e m ? " 

I r e p l i e d that i t was t h e be l l s in t h e tower , b u t in t h e bel fry i t 
was e q u a l l y d a n g e r o u s for p e o p l e . T h e f i r e m e n i m m e d i a t e l y r u s h e d 
t o ext inguish t h e fire. T h e be l l supports w e r e b u r n i n g . S o m e o f t h e m 
w e r e b u r n e d t h r o u g h a n d sagging. I t was d a n g e r o u s for t h e be l l s a n d 
for t h e f i r e m e n . H o w e v e r , t h e y w e r e a b l e t o ext inguish t h e fire. B u t 
t h e d a n g e r o f c o l l a p s e was not past b e c a u s e t h e support s w e r e bad ly 
d a m a g e d . 

Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania No. 67 2 3 



T h i s c h u r c h was a n ar t i s t ic m o n u m e n t . F o r t h e preserva t ion o f 
ar t i s t ic m o n u m e n t s , t h e r e is a c o m m i t t e e . I t has a p o w e r g r e a t e r than 
that o f t h e c o m m u n a l farm, t h e dis t r ict ; rayon o r reg ional g o v e r n m e n t s 
I t i s r e s p o n s i b l e d i r e c t l y to t h e C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s . T h e r e was a 
local division of it, a n d p e r h a p s it still is in Šiaul iai . P a l ė v e n ė is in 
t h e reg ion o f Šaul iai . 

T h e n e x t day I t o r e off to Šiaul iai , to t h e aforesaid division, and 
t h e y i m m e d i a t e l y s e n t a specia l i s t . E n g i n e e r - A r c h i t e c t Niste l i s . He 
c h e c k e d e v e r y t h i n g a n d told u s what had t o b e d o n e t o p r e v e n t t h e 
be l l s from falling until t h e y w e r e r e s t o r e d . He did not say that t h e 
c h u r c h should b e c l o s e d . T h e m e n i m m e d i a t e l y took c a r e o f every­
thing. 

W e m o v e d b a c k in to t h e c h u r c h and b e g a n hold ing se rv ices 
t h e r e . I n Vi lnius , t h e C o m m i t t e e for P r e s e r v a t i o n o f M o n u m e n t s has 
a specia l shop. I i m m e d i a t e l y c o n t r a c t e d with it. T h e y s e n t a m a n to 
draft r e n o v a t i o n plans, and a l lo t ted mater ia l . B i s h o p Pal tarokas a n d 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e C o m m i t t e e for t h e P r e s e r v a t i o n o f M o n u m e n t s 
advised me to go to C o m m i s s i o n e r tor R e l i g i o u s Affairs Puš in i s to ask 
for m o r e m a t e r i a l . Puš in i s spoke in a s t range ly p l e a s a n t a n d s a c c h a r i n e 
m a n n e r . H e h e a r d m e out w h e n I told h i m that w e w e r e hav ing 
s e r v i c e s in t h e c h u r c h again. No s o o n e r had I left than Puš i­
nis o r d e r e d t h e Kupiškis , Rayon to c l o s e down our c h u r c h . T h e s e c o n d 
a n d t h i r d day after I ar r ived h o m e from Vi lnius, t h e V i c e C h a i r m a n 
of t h e Kupiškis , Rayon c a m e to s e e m e ; he was a Russ ian. I f i t h a d 
b e e n Paplauskas, i t would have b e e n worse . To t h e Russ ian, I c o m ­
p l a i n e d that we had no p l a c e to ho ld serv ices . I a s k e d h i m to al low 
us to do so in t h e sacristy. H e , b e i n g s e n s i b l e a n d s e e i n g that t h e r e 
was no d a n g e r to life, left us t h e sacristy. D e p a r t i n g , he l o c k e d t h e 
c h u r c h doors a n d took t h e keys with h i m . 

In t h e sacris ty, a t t h e d o o r to t h e c h u r c h , we set up an al tar o f 
sorts. T h e sacr is ty keys w e r e i n our possess ion. T h e renovat ion w o r k 
b e g a n . In t h e c h u r c h y a r d , l u m b e r was p i led. Rayon C h a i r m a n P a p ­
lauskas a n d t h e Rayon Par ty S e c r e t a r y , w h o h a d c o m e from t h e Vi l lage 
o f Aščiagaliai in t h e s a m e parish o f P a l ė v e n ė , b e c a m e v e r y angry. 
T h e y s c o l d e d m e , t h r e a t e n i n g m e with i m p r i s o n m e n t . T h e Party 
S e c r e t a r y e v e n b e c a m e hys ter ica l , I n t h e c h u r c h y a r d , t h e w o r k e r s 
a s s e m b l e d t h e rafters and h a d to hois t t h e m up o n t o t h e c h u r c h . . . 
I a s k e d t h e rayon for t h e keys, s i n c e t h e s teps to g e t o n t o t h e r o o f 
o f t h e c h u r c h w e r e only from t h e tower , w h i c h was also l o c k e d . T h e 
rayon w o u l d not a c c e d e to my r e q u e s t . T h e y told me to go to Vi ln ius 
t o s e e P u š i n i s . 
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I w e n t to Vi ln ius to s e e Puš in i s a n d told h i m w h a t was t h e m a t t e r . 
H e c a l l e d Kupišk i s , saying;, " O p e n t h e c h u r c h ! L e t t h e m pray ! " and 
he to ld me to go h o m e . W h e n I a r r ived h o m e , I w e n t for t h e keys . 
O n c e m o r e , t h e rayon would not g ive t h e m t o m e . T h e y d e m a n d e d 
a d o c u m e n t w h i c h no o n e h a d given m e . I w e n t b a c k to Puš in i s 
O n c e m o r e , i t was t h e s a m e story. I don ' t k n o w h o w m a n y t i m e s I 
w e n t t o s e e Puš in i s and i t was always t h e s a m e story. T h e w o r k m e n 
m a d e t h e m s e l v e s a long ladder, c l i m b e d up on t h e c h u r c h r o o f and 
b e g a n to haul up rafters a n d w h a t e v e r e l s e was n e e d e d . After s o m e 
t i m e , t h e m e n o n c e again asked for t h e c h u r c h keys, b e c a u s e from 
c h u r c h , i t i s easy to c l i m b in to t h e tower , a n d from t h e tower , i t i s 
not difficult to c l i m b up o n t o t h e roof. O n c e again, I w e n t to Puš in i s 
O n c e a t t h e b e g i n n i n g h e a s k e d m e , a m o n g o t h e r th ings . " W h e r e d o 
you pray n o w ? " 

N o t s e n s i n g t h e tr ick, I r e p l i e d , " T h e y left us t h e sacr is ty b e c a u s e 
t h e r e i s no r o o m e l s e w h e r e . T h a t ' s w h e r e we p r a y . " I h a d hard ly 
r e t u r n e d h o m e and f inished M a s s w h e n Rayon c h a i r m a n Paplauskas 
h i m s e l f s h o w e d u p a n d s te rn ly o r d e r e d e v e r y t h i n g t o b e taken out o f 
t h e sacris ty. H e d i s r e g a r d e d m y explanat ion a n d e n t r e a t y . H o w t o 
save t h e s i tua t ion? W h e r e to t u r n ? I said to myself , " I ' m going to 
t e l e p h o n e t h e b i s h o p , a n d ask h i m , w h a t t o d o . " 

I took t h e sacris ty k e y a n d h u r r i e d out . T h e p u b l i c p h o n e was 
t h e n n e a r b y . I t was difficult to m a k e c o n n e c t i o n s with Vi lnius, a n d I 
had to wait . S u d d e n l y , Paplauskas a p p e a r e d in t h e doorway and said, 
" I ' v e s e a l e d t h e sacr is ty ! J u s t try to b r e a k i t o p e n . . . " and he left. 

T h e sacr is ty k e y r e m a i n e d in my possess ion. I w e n t h o m e a n d 
found t h e sacr is ty sea led, b u t u n l o c k e d , so I l o c k e d it. R e m a i n i n g in 
t h e sacr i s ty w e r e t h e B l e s s e d S a c r a m e n t , all t h e sacred vesse l s a n d 
al tar b r e a d s , w i n e , b o o k s , m y o v e r c o a t a n d m y assistant 's brev iary . 
My ass is tant was subs t i tu t ing for m e , b e c a u s e I was suffering from 
t u b e r c u l o s i s . 

T h e c h u r c h y a r d of P a l ė v e n ė i s e n c l o s e d by a m a s o n r y wall. In i t 
a r e f o u r t e e n n i c h e s for s tat ions o f t h e cross . T h e n i c h e s a re shal low. 
T h e D e a n a n d P a s t o r o f Kupiškis , l e n t m e e v e r y t h i n g n e c e s s a r y for 
o n e pr ie s t to ho ld se rv ices and bury t h e dead. We set up an altar in 
o n e n i c h e o f t h e m a s o n r y wall. T h e y h a d h e l d two c a n d l e s . I t was 
m o r e difficult w h e n t h e wind b lew, s i n c e t h e n t h e B l e s s e d S a c r a m e n t 
was in d a n g e r . In t h o s e cases , we u s e d to c o v e r i t with t h e pall. On 
S u n d a y s I u s e d to p r e a c h r ight t h e r e , and after M a s s , I u s e d to go in 
front o f t h e sacr is ty a n d k n e e l down, s i n c e b e h i n d t h e doors was t h e 
L o r d , a n d we u s e d to s ing Šventas Dieve (Holy God). D u r i n g M a s s , 
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t h e chor i s t e r s and congrega t ion also used to sing. W h e n t h e r e was a 

funeral , we used to se t t h e caske t r ight t h e r e in t h e chu rchya rd . I ts 

r o o f was t h e beautiful sky. I used to h e a r confess ions s i t t ing on a cha i r . 

We s t rugg led a long in this way for two mon ths ; t he w e a t h e r was 

good. B u t with t h e c o m i n g o f S e p t e m b e r , t he w e a t h e r b e c a m e coo le r . 

In t h e morn ing , g r e y fog would e n v e l o p our c h u r c h l ike i n c e n s e . 

W h a t was go ing to happen n e x t ? Au tumn was a t our door . T h e work­

m e n kep t asking for t h e keys and we had b e g u n to run out o f mater ia l . 

In Vi ln ius , m e n from t h e C o m m i t t e e for t he Prese rva t ion of M o n u ­

m e n t s and its workshop advised me to go to Puš in is and ask h im in 

wr i t ing for mate r ia l and for t he c h u r c h key. I t hough t that this would 

on ly m a k e ma t t e r s wor se , b e c a u s e he would again form a c o m m i t t e e , 

on which would be p e o p l e from t h e first c o m m i t t e e . After c o n s i d e r a b l e 

pe r suas ion , I gave in. 

I w r o t e Puš in is a s e c o n d r e q u e s t that he form a c o m m i t t e e , 

ascer ta in t h e condi t ion of t he c h u r c h and re turn the keys . In Vi ln ius , 

I also d r o p p e d in on o n e of t h e m e m b e r s of t h e aforesaid c o m m i t t e e . 

S u d d e n l y , he r e c e i v e d a call from P u š i n i s . Puš in is b e g a n to c r i t i c ize 

me to an e m p l o y e e , w h o did not k n o w m e : " T h a t pas tor i s t e r r ib ly 

lazy. J u s t th ink, I told h im to submi t a r e q u e s t in wr i t ing and we 

would open t h e c h u r c h . B u t he refuses! Obv ious ly , he ' s lazy! I f I 

w e r e t h e rayon cha i rman , I would take a f ence p i cke t to h im!" I was 

s tanding ve ry n e a r and cou ld h e a r eve ry th ing , wh i l e t he e m p l o y e e 

looked a t me and smi l ed . Puš in i s ' ange r s e e m e d s t range to h im, too . 

W h e n I r e t u r n e d from Vi ln ius , t he c h u r c h y a r d was swarming 

with m a n y m e n , l ed by rayon officials. I t was t h e n e w c o m m i t t e e to 

c h e c k t h e condi t ion o f t h e c h u r c h . I n t h e c e n t e r o f t h e c h u r c h y a r d 

s tood a man w h o was not g e t t i n g involved , bu t on ly s m o k e d i n c e s ­

santly. I was told tha t i t was s o m e o n e from Vi ln ius , specia l ly sen t 

from t h e C o m m i s s i o n for t h e Prese rva t ion of M o n u m e n t s . I l a te r 

l e a r n e d that t h e r e real ly had b e e n a man from Vi ln ius , bu t that he 

had b e e n sen t to t h e Kupišk is Rayon r egard ing t rac tors! T h e l ie was 

i n v e n t e d t o g ive t h e c o m m i s s i o n g r e a t e r we igh t . T h e m e n o f t h e 

c o m m i s s i o n , all sorts of l i t t le m e n c h o s e n to m a k e a g r e a t e r impress ion 

and l e n d an ai r o f i m p o r t a n c e , c l i m b e d e v e r y w h e r e and p o k e d into 

eve ry th ing . F ina l ly they left. 

F r o m eve ry th ing , i t was c l e a r that for ou r c h u r c h , i t was t h e end! 

T h e r e was a se r ious d a n g e r that i t would be d e m o l i s h e d . T h a t s a m e 

day, I left for Vi ln ius to go to t he C o m m i s s i o n for t h e P rese rva t ion 

o f M o n u m e n t s for ass i s tance . In Vi ln ius , t he offices w e r e a l ready 

c losed . T h a t e v e n i n g , I w e n t to s e e an impor t an t e n g i n e e r . Not f inding 
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h i m h o m e , I w a i t e d o u t s i d e his h o u s e unti l m i d n i g h t . W h e r e was 1 
to p u t up for t h e n i g h t ? W i t h g rea t c a r e , I p a u s e d for a m o m e n t b e f o r e 
t h e b i s h o p ' s door . I h a d n o t m a d e a m i s t a k e . I m m e d i a t e l y , I was 
a d m i t t e d a n d p l e a s a n t l y r e c e i v e d b y t h e C h a n c e l l o r , C a n o n B r o n i u s 
Antanai t i s . 

I t was u s e l e s s to try to s e e a n y o n e on Saturday . On S u n d a y , I 
was s u p p o s e d t o b e i n P a n e v ė ž y s , and t o p r e a c h t h e r e . I n r e t u r n , t h e 
pas tor a t that town, t h e n still C a n o n D u l k s n y s , p r o m i s e d to se t ass ide 
t h e e n t i r e c o l l e c t i o n for t h e e r e c t i o n of a c h u r c h . I was still h o p i n g 
t o m e e t s o m e o n e from a m o n g r e s p o n s i b l e p e r s o n s b e f o r e M o n d a y , 
s i n c e on M o n d a y , I t h o u g h t , t h e C o m m i s s i o n from Kupišk i s , Rayon 

w o u l d s e n d Puš in i s t h e i r r e p o r t , t h e l a t t e r would g ive a n unfavorable 
a n s w e r a n d i t w o u l d b e all o v e r with o u r c h u r c h . T o m y way o f 
th ink ing, i t was e s s e n t i a l to h e a d off this mis for tune, b u t I did n o t 
k n o w that t h e r e p o r t h a d a l ready ar r ived a n d t h e C o m m i s s i o n for t h e 
P r e s e r v a t i o n o f M o n u m e n t s h a d a l ready b e e n i n f o r m e d . I did not 
u n d e r s t a n d h o w t h e rayon c o u l d do i t so quickly . 

I h u r r i e d , b u t t h e y w e r e q u i c k e r . On Saturday, I got n o w h e r e 
a n d n o o n e h e l p e d m e . T h e b i s h o p did n o t g e t involved i n such 
m a t t e r s . T h e c h a n c e l l o r s m e r e l y h e l p e d o n e t o s e e Puš in i s o r his 
s e c r e t a r y , c o d e - n a m e d Audronaša (Stormy). 

I t was a beaut i ful ear ly S u n d a y m o r n i n g . In P a n e v ė ž y s t h e y w e r e 
o b s e r v i n g t h e F e a s t o f t h e Nat iv i ty o f M a r y . T h a t ' s w h e r e I should 
h a v e b e e n . I m a d e e x c u s e s for mysel f , saying that t h e p a s t o r was a 
g e n t l e m a n , w o u l d u n d e r s t a n d a n d w o u l d not g e t angry. W h a t was I 
to d o ? 

U n e x p e c t e d l y t h e i d e a o c c u r r e d t o m e : T h e c h u r c h i s a n ar t i s t ic 
m o n u m e n t . I t b e l o n g s t o t h e C o m m i s s i o n for t h e P r e s e r v a t i o n o f 
M o n u m e n t s ! T h e C o m m i s s i o n has a j u r i s d i c t i o n g r e a t e r than that o f 
t h e rayon o r o f t h e d e p a r t m e n t . So t h e c o n c l u s i o n was c l e a r ; I m u s t 
g o t o t h e m a n d say, " T h i s c h u r c h i s u n d e r y o u r c o n t r o l . Y o u y o u r s e l v e s 
m a k e up a c o m m i s s i o n , go t h e r e a n d on t h e spot c h e c k e v e r y t h i n g . 
I f you find t h a t t h e c h u r c h i s i n d a n g e r o f col laps ing, r e s t o r e it ! I f i t 
i s in good s h a p e , a l low us to ho ld se rv ices in i t a n d l e t t h e w o r k m e n 
p r o c e e d ! " 

O n M o n d a y , w o r k i n g i n t h e office w e r e p e o p l e w h o w e r e i m p o r ­
t a n t t o m e . M y i d e a m e t wi th approval from t h e m o n u m e n t p r o t e c t i o n 
p e o p l e . T h e y i m m e d i a t e l y r e c o m m e n d e d that t h e c h i e f i n s p e c t o r g o 
a n d c h e c k e v e r y t h i n g . W i t h h i m t o P a l ė v e n ė c a m e also a y o u n g e n ­
g i n e e r , t o d r a w u p t h e plan for t h e m o n a s t e r y roof, b e c a u s e t h e 
m o n a s t e r y , t o o h a d b e e n d a m a g e d b y fire. S o t h e c o m m i t t e e f o r m e d 
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itself. I s u g g e s t e d that we leave Vi ln ius in t i m e to arr ive in Kupiškis 
b e f o r e 9 : 0 0 A M , s i n c e after 9 : 0 0 A M t h e rayon l eaders g o out t o t h e 
c o m m u n a l farms. 

E a r l y o n T u e s d a y , w e w e r e a l ready i n P a l ė v e n ė , s i n c e t h e road 
g o e s through t h e r e . T h e e n g i n e e r s found t h e c h u r c h still s e a l e d . A t 
9 : 0 0 , we w e r e a l r e a d y in Kupišk i s . At o n c e we found t h e two rayon 

l e a d e r s , Paplauskas a n d t h e Par ty S e c r e t a r y from Aščiagaliai, w h o m 
I m e n t i o n e d ear l ie r . T h e r e i s no way t h e y w a n t e d to g ive up t h e 
c h u r c h key. T h e man from Aščiagaliai k e p t asking for t h e p a p e r s , a n d 
c h e c k i n g t h e m o v e r again. T h e i n s p e c t o r said, " W h y a r e you fighting 
with t h e c h u r c h . T h a t ' s n o t y o u r j o b . Y o u r j o b i s t o worry a b o u t t h e 
c o m m u n a l farm. T o u n d e r m i n e t h e c h u r c h , t h e r e i s C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Puš in i s . " 

W h e t h e r a n y o n e was l i s ten ing t o h i m o r not , t h e m a n from 
Aščiagaliai k e p t c r i t ic iz ing and b l a m i n g m e for i n t e r e f e r i n g with t h e 
c o m m u n a l farm, and h e told m e t h a t I would not b e e a t i n g t h e tasty 
b r e a d of Kupišk i s m u c h longer . F i n a l l y t h e rayon l e a d e r s gave us 
t h e keys , a n d we left for P a l ė v e n ė with Paplauskas a n d t h e m a n from 
Aščiagal iai hur ry ing after us to P a l ė v e n ė . 

T h e m e m b e r s o f t h e c o m m i s s i o n w e r e a l ready going t o i n s p e c t 
t h e c h u r c h w h e n t h e m a n from Aščiagaliai s u d d e n l y a c c o s t e d t h e m 
a n d d e m a n d e d p a p e r s . T h i s b e h a v i o r o n t h e i r part s e e m e d v e r y 
s t range . T h e c o m m i s s i o n r e m o v e d t h e seal o n t h e e n t r a n c e a n d 
c l i m b e d u p t h e t o w e r o n t o t h e c h u r c h roof. T h e y w e r e fol lowed b y 
t h e m a n from Aščiaga l ia i . An a r g u m e n t e n s u e d , t h e m a n from 
Aščiagaliai aff irmed that t h e c h u r c h walls w e r e o f unf ired b r i c k . T h e y 
h a d c r u m b l e d from t h e b l a z e . T h e walls w e r e going t o c o l l a p s e ! 

T h e c o m m i s s i o n , after m a k i n g its i n s p e c t i o n , r e p l i e d that , " T h e 
walls h a v e b e c o m e f i re-hardened. T h e r e i s n o d a n g e r ! " 

T h e m a n from Aščiagaliai c o n t i n u e d t o argue, " Y o u can s e e t h e 
c r a c k i n t h e c h u r c h wall. T h e t o w e r i s l e a n i n g t o o n e s ide, a n d t h e 
c h u r c h t o t h e o t h e r . I t ' s dangerous\ to life a n d l i m b ! " 

As a m a t t e r of fact, t h e c h u r c h roof, p e r h a p s as a resu l t of t h e 
war, h a d h a d a c r a c k across it, b u t a c c o r d i n g to t h e e x p e r t , such a 
c r a c k i s not d a n g e r o u s . T h e c o m m i t t e e , after m a k i n g its i n s p e c t i o n 
said, " I t c o u l d support a tank! T h e r e real ly i s no d a n g e r that i t w o u l d 
c o l l a p s e . " 

T h e rayon c h a i r m a n r e m a i n e d s i lent . I s tayed with h i m a n d 
e x p l a i n e d that we g e t a long wel l wi th t h e c o l l e c t i v e farm. I w a n t e d 
v e r y m u c h t o b e with t h e c o m m i s s i o n , b u t I p u r p o s e l y r e m a i n e d with 
t h e c h a i r m a n b e c a u s e my ass is tant pr ie s t had, a b o u t a m o n t h previ­
ously, deftly twis ted b a c k t h e s t r ing from t h e seal, we h a d o p e n e d 
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t h e sacr i s ty a n d r e m o v e d t h e e i b o r i u m with t h e B l e s s e d S a c r a m e n t , 
a n d e v e r y t h i n g w e n e e d e d . T h e n m y ass is tant pr ies t h a d careful ly 
r e p l a c e d t h e s t r ing a n d t h e r e r e m a i n e d n o significant t r a c e o f w h a t 
had b e e n d o n e . I was afraid lest t h e c h a i r m a n would c h e c k t h e sacr is ty 
doors w h i c h h e h i m s e l f h a d sea led, and n o t i c e s o m e t h i n g suspic ious, 
so I s tayed with h im and t r ied to k e e p h i m talking. B u t t h e c h a i r m a n 
did n o t m o v e from t h e spot, a n d w a i t e d su l lenly for t h e c o m m i s s i o n 
t o c l i m b d o w n . W h e n t h e c o m m i s s i o n r e t u r n e d , t h e c h i e f i n s p e c t o r 
said, " Y o u can o p e n t h e sacr is ty y o u r s e l f . " 

I r e p l i e d , " T h e rayon c l o s e d it. P l e a s e o p e n i t so that you m i g h t 
not b l a m e me for i t l a ter . 

I n t h e m e a n t i m e , I h a d u n l o c k e d t h e sacr is ty door . T h e i n s p e c t o r , 
in o p e n i n g t h e door, p u l l e d off t h e seal and w e n t in, with me c l o s e 
b e h i n d . B e h i n d m e , t h e m a n from Aščiagal iai fairly f lew in and dis­
r e g a r d e d b y e v e r y o n e , b u t c l e a r l y a n d s u d d e n l y upset , r e p e a t e d , 
" T h e r e i s n o d a n g e r h e r e ! T h e r e i s n o d a n g e r h e r e ! R e a l l y , t h e walls 
h e r e a r e a m e t e r th ick and o f h a r d e n e d m a s o n r y . T h e r e i s n o clanger 
h e r e ! " 

Y e t i t was p r e c i s e l y on a c c o u n t o f this " d a n g e r " that t h e y h a d 
e j e c t e d us from t h e c h u r c h and from this sacr is ty ! In t h e sacris ty, 
t h e y drafted a r e p o r t to t h e effect that t h e c h u r c h h a d b e e n i n s p e c t e d , 
that i t was in no d a n g e r o f co l lapse , a n d t h a t se rv ices c o u l d be h e l d 
t h e r e . T h e y gave i n s t r u c t i o n s that w e should not r ing t h e b e l l s unti l 
t h e y w e r e r e p a i r e d . T h e y left me a c o p y . T h e rayon r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
w e r e s h o c k e d . T h e y b o t h k e p t qu ie t . T h e c o m m i s s i o n w e n t t o c h e c k 
t h e f i re-damaged m o n a s t e r y w h e r e t h e office o f t h e c o m m u n a l farm 
was. L a t e r , p e o p l e said that t h e c o m m u n a l farm l e a d e r s h a d b e e n 
q u i t e n e r v o u s s i n c e t h e m o n a s t e r y p r e m i s e s w e r e i n g rea t disarray. 

I a c c o m p a n i e d t h e vis i tors as far as t h e gates of t h e m o n a s t e r y 
e n c l o s u r e . After t h e i n s p e c t i o n of t h e F r i d a y b e f o r e , as I a l ready 
m e n t i o n e d , c a r r i e d out with d e c e i v i n g s o l e m n i t y , t h e rayon govern­
m e n t h a d i m m e d i a t e l y r e p o r t e d t o Vi lnius that t h e c h u r c h i n P a l ė v e n ė 
was in a p r e c a r i o u s c o n d i t i o n s i n c e t h e t o w e r was l e a n i n g to o n e s ide 
and t h e c h u r c h i t s e l f t o t h e o t h e r . N o w t h e rayon g o v e r n m e n t k e p t 
s i lent , a n d this was not all. After p e r h a p s a good half-year, t h e ar­
c h i t e c t s o f L i t h u a n i a h a d a m e e t i n g . A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e Office 
for t h e P r e s e r v a t i o n o f M o n u m e n t s i n his s p e e c h c o m p l a i n e d that 
t h e r e a r e rayons w h o s e l e a d e r s h i p not o n l y fails to h e l p p r e s e r v e 
m o n u m e n t s , b u t e v e n i n t e r f e r e s with t h e i r repai r . A s a n e x a m p l e o f 
such a rayon, he m e n t i o n e d t h e Rayon of Kupišk i s , w h i c h i n t e r f e r e d 
with t h e r e p a i r o f t h e c h u r c h i n P a l ė v e n ė . 
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B u t t h e rayon would n o t ca lm down. . . It c o u l d still go after 
t h e w o r k e r s on t h e c o m m u n a l farm, a n d i t did. I t a n n o u n c e d that i t 
woidd c h e c k i n t h e b a r n s t h e hay r e s e r v e s o f t h o s e c o m m u n a l farm 
w o r k e r s w h o w e n t o n w e e k d a y s t o h e l p o u t o n t h e repai r s t o t h e 
c h u r c h . And that h e l p was n e c e s s a r y ! T h e r e was a law at t h e t i m e , 
a n d p e r h a p s still is, to t h e effect t h a t n i n e - t e n t h s o f t h e a l lo t ted land 
p a r c e l was e a r m a r k e d for grazing, a n d o n l y o n e - t e n t h c o u l d b e m o w e d 
b y t h e c o m m u n a l farm w o r k e r for w i n t e r hay. P e o p l e used t o d o j u s t 
t h e o p p o s i t e , grazing o n e - t e n t h a n d m o w i n g n i n e - t e n t h s for t h e 
w i n t e r . T h u s , e v e r y o n e was guil ty. T h e g o v e r n m e n t k n e w i t a n d 
t h r e a t e n e d , " W h o e v e r g o e s on a w o r k day to h e l p out a t t h e c h u r c h 
will h a v e his hay r e s e r v e c h e c k e d . I f an o v e r a g e i s found, all o f t h e 
hay will b e conf i sca ted . 

So p e o p l e w e n t to h e l p out, not on work days, b u t on hol idays . 
W h e n i t was t i m e to lay t h e sh ing les , t h e r o o f was full o f p e o p l e after 
se rv ices , l ike b e e s a r o u n d h o n e y . I t finally e n d e d a s follows: t h e 
c h u r c h r o o f was r e b u i l t , t h e r o t t e n w o o d e n c r o s s o n t h e bel fry was 
r e p l a c e d with o n e o f i ron. T h e iron s tat ions o f t h e cross i n t h e c h u r ­
c h y a r d w e r e r e p l a c e d o r re-set , a n d i n p l a c e o f t h e cross o n t h e g rea t 
b e l l s w h i c h had b e e n d a m a g e d by fire, t h e r e was n o w an iron cross . 
I t r e m a i n e d only t o m o u n t two r a t h e r original iron o r n a m e n t s i n t h e 
gates . T h e y r e m a i n e d t o b e m o u n t e d b e c a u s e t h e o n e w h o m a d e 
t h e m was la te with his work. T h e l ives tock h a n d , G u o b a , k e p t p r o m ­
ising. F i n a l l y , he c a m e with his son, e r e c t e d a w o r k tab le , took down 
t h e ga te archway, a n d h a d b e g u n t o m o u n t t h e o r n a m e n t s w h i c h w e r e 
s u p p o s e d t o b e o n e i t h e r s ide o f t h e c r o s s ( t h e y a r e still t h e r e ) , w h e n 
two m e n s h o w e d u p i n t h e c h u r c h y a r d a n d said, " I a m t h e Kupišk i s 
Rayon a r c h i t e c t , a n d this m a n is from Vi lnius, from t h e C o m m i s s i o n 
for t h e P r e s e r v a t i o n of M o n u m e n t s . By w h a t r ight i s this r e s t o r a t i o n 
taking p l a c e ? D o you h a v e a p e r m i t ? " 

I r e p l i e d t h a t we had a g e n e r a l p e r m i t . T h e a r c h i t e c t angr i ly 
said, " S t o p w o r k i n g i m m e d i a t e l y , you r e not a l lowed t o m a k e r e p a i r s . " 
H o w c o u l d such an e d u c a t e d m a n , an a r c h i t e c t , a high official, l i e ? I 
b e l i e v e d h i m . I a s k e d l i ves tock h a n d G u o b a t o p u t e v e r y t h i n g b a c k 
as i t h a d b e e n , a n d n o t to c o n t i n u e with t h e repa i r s . After all this , 
t h e y o r d e r e d m e out o f P a l ė v e n ė a n d t o o k away for awhi le m y p e r m i t 
to w o r k as a pr ie s t . 

S o m e t i m e la ter , t h e c h a i r m a n o f t h e C o m m i s s i o n for t h e P r e s e r ­
vat ion o f M o n u m e n t s h imse l f , a y o u n g m a n , c a m e t o i n s p e c t P a l ė v e n ė . 
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R e v e r e n d F a t h e r J o n a s U o g i n t a s , t h e n e w pastor , said, " Y o u r office 
s e n t o v e r a m a n on such a n d such a d a t e . He c a m e with t h e rayon 

a r c h i t e c t w h o t h e n forbade m e t o c o m p l e t e smal l repai r s o n t h e c h u r ­
c h y a r d g a t e . " 

T h e gues t , after re f lec t ing, r e p l i e d , " N o , w e s e n t n o m a n a t that 
t i m e ! " So t h e Kupišk i s Rayon official d i s h o n o r a b l y l i e d ! I t s e e m s that 
p e t t y sp ies h a d i n f o r m e d t h e rayon a b o u t t h e repai r s on t h e ga te a n d 
rayon a d m i n i s t r a t o r s h a d s e n t t h e i r a r c h i t e c t to P a l ė v e n ė to s top t h e 
w o r k b y lying. T h e w o r k was c o m p l e t e d b y F a t h e r U o g i n t a s , t h e n e w 
pas tor o f P a l ė v e n ė . S o o n after, t h e m a n from Aščiagal iai was r e l i e v e d 
of h i s d u t i e s , r e p o r t e d l y for specula t ion in flour from t h e b a k e r y , a n d 
C h a i r m a n Paplauskas i s d e a d . 

O U R P R I S O N E R S 

Klaipėda 
A t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f 1 9 8 5 , two m e n from K l a i p ė d a a c c u s e d o f 

i l legal c o m m e r c e , M u r a u s k a s a n d J a n u l i s , w e r e a r r e s t e d . I n G a r g ž d a i , 
in p r i v a t e q u a r t e r s , t h e y h a d p r i n t e d holy c a r d s for C h r i s t m a s a n d 
E a s t e r , a s s o u v e n i e r s o f B a p t i s m , C o n f i r m a t i o n a n d F i r s t C o m m u n i o n , 
a n d t h e W a y o f t h e C r o s s sung i n S a m o g i t i a . T h e a r r e s t e d a r e b e i n g 
h e l d in Vi ln ius pr i son. 

S e r g e i K o v a l e v , b a c k from e x i l e , w r i t e s : " . . . I r e t u r n e d from 
M a g a d a n i n t h e b e g i n n i n g o f D e c e m b e r . W i t h i n t w o w e e k s I was 
a l r e a d y officially a c c u s e d by t h e local mi l i t ia as an o f fender against 
passpor t r e g u l a t i o n s , a n d e v e n as a vagrant , a l though I n e v e r s p e n t 
t h r e e full days a t h o m e . E v e n my wife i s a d a n g e r o u s t r a n s g r e s s o r o f 
t h e law — s h e a l lowed h e r u n r e g i s t e r e d h u s b a n d t o s p e n d t h e n ight . 
I l ive in K a l i n i n . T h e h o u s e i s in t h e vi l lage. I h a v e my own c o r n e r 
w h i c h I t a k e c a r e of, a n d am in t h e p r o c e s s o f repa i r ing . After m u c h 
t r o u b l e , I h a v e finally o b t a i n e d e m p l o y m e n t . F o r a m o n t h now, I 
h a v e b e e n w o r k i n g as a n i g h t w a t c h m a n a t c o n s t r u c t i o n s i tes . My 
c u r r e n t a d d r e s s is: 

1 7 0 0 0 7 , 
K a l i n i n o b l a c t n o y , 
2-aya H o v o z a v o d s k a y a ul. d o m . 1 1 4 
K o v a l e v , S e r g e i A d o m o v i c h 

April, 1 9 8 5 
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Sergei Kovalev in exile, Magadan region, March 1982, with wife and 

daughter. He was sentenced in D e c e m b e r , 1975, in Vilnius for dis­

seminating the Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania. 

M o r d o v i a 

On J u n e 13 , 1 9 8 1 , D o c e n t Vytau tas Skuod i s , in a l e t t e r to C h a i r ­

man L e o n i d B r e z h n e v o f t h e P re s id ium o f t he S u p r e m e Sov i e t , U S S R , 

and t o t h e P r o s e c u t o r G e n e r a l A . M . R e k u n k o v , o f t h e U S S R , 

exp l a ined logical ly that l ie will exp re s s his be l ie fs by h u n g e r s t r ikes 

on t h e fol lowing days: J u n e 15, t he day on which t h e L i thuan ian s ta te 

lost its sove re ign ty : O c t o b e r 3 0 , U S S R Pol i t ical P r i s o n e r D a y and 

D e c e m b e r 10, In t e rna t iona l H u m a n Righ t s and B a s i c F r e e d o m s day. 

D o c e n t Skuod i s has a i i nouned tha t he will fast on o n e des igna t ed day 

a w e e k until he r e c e i v e s a sat isfactory r e s p o n s e from t h e C e n t r a l 

C o m m i t t e e o f t h e C o m m u n i s t Par ty o f L i t h u a n i a to a l e t t e r in wh ich , 

b a s e d on d o c u m e n t s o f in te rna t iona l law, he has exp la ined that t h e 

Regu la t i ons for L i thuan ian Re l ig ious Associa t ions a re i l legal . 

R e c e n t l y , in t h e c a m p in Mordov ia , h u n g e r s t r ikes have b e c o m e 

" t h e wors t d i s rup te r s o f d i sc ip l ine" , for wh ich p r i soners a r e pu t in 

p u n i s h m e n t ce l l s and t h e c a m p p r o s e c u t o r c l a ims that t o t o r tu re pr is­

o n e r s in sol i tary c o n f i n e m e n t and p u n i s h m e n t ce l l s for p roc l a iming 

3 2 Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania No. 67 



Vytautas Skuodis 

h u n g e r s t r ikes is a c o m p l e t e l y normal th ing, in k e e p i n g with t h e 

p r inc ip l e s o f t h e c o d e for U S S R c o r r e c t i v e work c a m p s and with t h e 

n o r m s o f S o v i e t law in gene ra l . 

O n O c t o b e r 3 0 , 1 9 8 4 , D o c e n t Vytau tas Skuod i s , "for a n n o u c i n g 

an unjust i f ied h u n g e r s t r ike" , was l o c k e d in a p u n i s h m e n t ce l l for t en 

days and n ights , five days and n ights of wh ich he was c o m p l e t e l y 

wi thou t food. In S e p t e m b e r , t he c a m p adminis t ra t ion t rans fe r red 

D o c e n t Skuod i s from t h e laundry to work as a d i shwashe r and j a n i t o r 

in t h e d in ing hal l , w i thou t t h e r ight o f hav ing days off o r c e l e b r a t i n g 

hol idays . L a t e l y m o s t l e t t e r s and pos tcards add re s sed to Skuodis have 
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not b e e n r e a c h i n g h i m . Pe t i t ions and compla in t s wr i t t en by t h e pr is­

o n e r t o t h e h ighes t au thor i t i e s c o n c e r n i n g s imi lar a rb i t ra r iness on t h e 

par t o f t h e c a m p admin is t ra t ion do no t l e ave t h e c a m p o r a re sen t t o 

t h e c a m p p r o s e c u t o r for " inves t iga t ion and r e s p o n s e " . 

Mordovia 
G a l i n a Ivanovna B a r a c , a Hungar ian w o m a n , bo rn in T r a n s c a r -

pathia , was e m p l o y e d unti l 1 9 7 7 on the h is tory faculty o f t h e S t a t e 

Un ive r s i t y of M o s c o w . H e r h u s b a n d , Vasil i B a r a c , i s an e n g i n e e r , a 

spec ia l i s t in c o m p u t e r s and a f o r m e r officer of t h e gene ra l staff. In 

1 9 7 7 , o n a c c o u n t o f u n w a r r a n t e d K G B p e r s e c u t i o n , Vasil i B a r a c was 

t h r e e t i m e s s u b j e c t e d to c o m p u l s o r y " t r e a t m e n t " in psych ia t r i c hos ­

pitals and suffered paralysis o f t h e r ight s ide from a m i n a z i n e in jec t ions . 

G a l i n a and Vasi l i B a r a c r e s i g n e d from t h e C o m m u n i s t Par ty , 

r e n o u n c e d S o v i e t c i t i z ensh ip and asked pe rmis s ion to e m i g r a t e to any 

non-Soc ia l i s t coun t ry . Po l i t bu ro m e m b e r G r i s h i n pe r sona l ly spoke 

with G a l i n a B a r a c as a f o r m e r C o m m u n i s t , and p r o m i s e d to a l low h e r 

to e m i g r a t e . G a l i n a B a r a c was t rans fe r red from t h e faculty to t h e 

g a r d e n i n g divis ion o f t h e s a m e un ivers i ty a t a salary o f 70 rub les . H e r 

h u s b a n d was u n e m p l o y e d : i t was no t unt i l a yea r l a t e r tha t he o b t a i n e d 

e m p l o y m e n t in a laundry as a l abo re r . 

I n Augus t 1 9 8 2 , Vasi l i B a r a c w e n t on emig ra t ion ma t t e r s t o t h e 

C i t y o f R o v n o , w h e r e h e was b e a t e n u n c o n s c i o u s b y K G B agen t s . 

F o r t en days, G a l i n a did no t k n o w w h e r e h e r h u s b a n d had disap­

p e a r e d . Vasi l i B a r a c p r o c l a i m e d a h u n g e r s t r ike , d e m a n d i n g that for 

his a r res t , a war ran t be i ssued (he fasted t h i r t e en days) . After t h i r t een 

days, t h e y took h im to R o s t o v - o n - t h e - D o n , w h e r e , in a s e c r e t trial 

t h e y s e n t e n c e d h im t o n i n e yea r s o f s t r ic t r e g i m e l abor c a m p . 

Vasi l i B a r a c i s conf ined in t h e c a m p a t P e r m . G a l i n a B a r a c c a m e 

from M o s c o w to R o s t o v - o n - t h e - D o n to find out w h e n h e r h u s b a n d 

wou ld be t r i ed , b u t s h e was a r r e s t e d on t h e spot and l ike h e r h u s b a n d 

was s e n t e n c e d in a s e c r e t trial to six yea r s in a s t r ic t r e g i m e c a m p 

and t h r e e years o f ex i l e . W h e n t h e y b r o u g h t h e r t o c a m p , Ga l i na was 

no t g iven c lo th ing for a lmos t a m o n t h , e v e n though she had b e e n 

s t r ipped a lmos t t o h e r u n d e r w e a r . I n 1 9 8 3 , G a l i n a B a r a c w e n t o n 

long fasts five t i m e s (fifty-eight days a l t oge the r ) . F r o m J u n e 9 - 1 9 , 

1 9 8 4 , s h e was con f ined to a p u n i s h m e n t ce l l . 

G a l i n a B a r a c suffers from r h e u m a t i s m and ar thr i t i s , and c a n n o t 

t ake m e d i c a t i o n . H e r spec t ac l e s w e r e r e t u r n e d t o h e r , b u t la te ly t h e y 

a r e too weak . H e r h u b an d ' s l e t t e r s hard ly e v e r r each G a l i n a B a r a c . 

H e r pe t i t i ons t o t h e p r o s e c u t o r r e c e i v e n o rep l i e s and n o re la t ives 
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c o m e to visit. Vasil i a n d G a l i n a B a r a c h a v e b e e n vilified in a n u m b e r 
o f n e w s p a p e r s . B o t h a r e b e l i e v e r s — P e n t e c o s t a l s . I n o n e l e t t e r , 
G a l i n a B a r a c wr i tes : 

" E v e r y t h i n g will b e a s G o d wishes , for m a n p r o p o s e s b u t G o d 
d i sposes . B e s i d e s , w h a t c a n m a n do to us i f G o d i s wi th us, for we 
k n o w t h a t for t h o s e w h o l o v e G o d , w h o are c a l l e d b y H i s will, all 
th ings w o r k t o g e t h e r for good. L e t us l ive with G o d , Pray for us ! G o d 
b les s y o u ! " 

N E W S F R O M T H E D I O C E S E S 

Vilnius 
U p o n e x a m i n a t i o n of t h e 1 9 8 5 Catholic Calendar-Directory, o n e 

n o t i c e s c e r t a i n m i s t a k e s a n d d i s c r e p a n c i e s from last year ' s Catholic 

Calendar-Directory. F o r e x a m p l e , in t h e list o f b i s h o p s in L i t h u a n i a , 
t h e r e i s n o m e n t i o n a s t h e r e was e a r l i e r o f t h e i r funct ion. (Also t h e 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . ) T h i s i s n o t e d o n l y a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e list o f c l e r g y 
o f e a c h d i o c e s e . B i s h o p J u l i j o n a s S t e p o n a v i č i u s i s m e n t i o n e d only i n 
t h e list o f c l e r g y in Ž a g a r ė , a n d his t i t l e as Apos to l ic A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
o f Vi ln ius i s not m e n t i o n e d , e v e n t h o u g h last y e a r h e was m e n t i o n e d 
brief ly in t h e g e n e r a l list o f b i s h o p s in Vi ln ius , L i t h u a n i a . T h i s was 
d o n e a t t h e d i r e c t i o n o f C o m m i s s i o n e r for R e l i g i o u s Affairs P e t r a s 
Ani l ionis . 

T h e list o f j u d g e s o f t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f Vi lnius should i n c l u d e 
t h e n a m e of F a t h e r D o n a t a s Val iukonis — as a m a t t e r of fact he i s 
funct ioning, b u t in t h e l ist g iven in t h e Calendar he i s n o t m e n t i o n e d . 
Ani l ionis m o s t p r o b a b l y dis l ikes h i m b e c a u s e h e i n t e r f e r e d with t h e 
u n c a n o n i c a l e l e c t i o n s t o t h e P r i e s t s ' C o u n c i l o f t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f 
Vi ln ius . 

In t h e Liturgical Prayerhook p u b l i s h e d in 1 9 8 4 , t h e late F a t h e r 
P r a n c i š k u s M a s i l i o n i s i s n o t m e n t i o n e d a s t h e a u t h o r o f t h e h y m n , 
"Radau bičiulį" ("I Found a Friend") F a t h e r Mas i l ion i s also has n e v e r 
b e e n l iked b y t h e a the i s t s . 

Vilnius 
O n J u n e 2 8 , 1 9 8 5 , C o m m i s s i o n e r for R e l i g i o u s Affairs P e t r a s 

Ani l ionis inv i ted t h e b i s h o p s a n d a d m i n i s t r a t o r s o f d i o c e s e s to Vi lnius . 
T h e C o m m i s s i o n e r h i m s e l f s p o k e t o t h e m angr i ly a n d aggress ive ly . 
T h e first t o p i c w h i c h Ani l ionis t o u c h e d u p o n was t h e c h o s i n g o f c a n ­
didates for t h e s e m i n a r y in K a u n a s . 

T h e s ta te , "has t h e r ight t o i n t e r f e r e b e c a u s e t h e C h u r c h funct ions 
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within t h e s t a t e " , Ani l ionis e m p h a s i z e d a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f liis talk. 
A n u m b e r of t h e c a n d i d a t e s p r o p o s e d i s u n s u i t a b l e . In p r o p o s i n g 
c a n d i d a t e s , o n e m u s t pay a t t e n t i o n t o t h e i r pol i t ical o r i e n t a t i o n , h o w 
t h e i r p a r e n t s b e h a v e d dur ing t h e G e r m a n o c c u p a t i o n a n d post-war 
years ( T h e p a r e n t s o f c a n d i d a t e s e n t e r i n g n o w w e r e t h e n , i n m o s t 
c a s e s still t e e n a g e r s or c h i l d r e n . — E d . N o t e ) to m a k e sure that t h e y 
w e r e not e x t r e m i s t s . " F o r i n s t a n c e , " Ani l ionis c o n t i n u e d , " o n t h e 
o c c a s i o n of a first M a s s at F a t h e r A. Bala iš i s ' in Saločia i , o n e of t h e 
s p e a k e r s said, 'A pr ies t m u s t not only r e c i t e prayers , b u t also be a 
f ighter for C h i n c h and c o u n t r y ! ' W h i c h do you wish to h a v e ? " Ani l ionis 
i ronical ly asked t h e b i shops , " p r i e s t s o r f i g h t e r s ? " ( H e r e o n e recal l s 
t h e w a r n i n g o f C h r i s t regard ing t h o s e w h o only pray: " N o t e v e r y o n e 
w h o says, L o r d , L o r d will e n t e r in to t h e K i n g d o m o f H e a v e n " . — 
E d . N o t e ) 

Ani l ionis r e c i t e d a w h o l e l i t any of c a n d i d a t e s to t h e s e m i n a r y 
w h o , a c c o r d i n g t o h i m , w e r e u n s u i t a b l e , e.g., Ju l ius Sasnauskas , 
w h o had b e e n a c t i v e in Antanas T e r l e c k a s ' and F a t h e r P . Mas i l ion i s ' 
g roups, and had b e e n s e n t e n c e d i n 1 9 8 0 ; ( H e did not e v e n h a v e t h e 
o p p o r t u n i t y to s u b m i t his appl icat ion to t h e s e m i n a r y . — E d . N o t e ) . 
Saul ius K e l p š a s , o r g a n i z e r o f ant i-s tate act iv i t ies (Las t y e a r s o m e 
s e m i n a r y professors t r ied to a c c u s e h i m of act iv i t ies against t h e 
spiritual au thor i t i e s . — E d . N o t e ) . Adolfas T e r e s i u s — F a t h e r Alfonsas 
Svar inskas ' e m i s s a r y . 

Also c a l l e d u n s u i t a b l e w e r e K a z i m i e r a s Stulgys , V i d m a n t a s 
Str iukas, L i o n g i n a s Virbalas , J o n a s Vai l ionis and o t h e r s , on a c c o u n t 
of t h e i r a c q u a i n t a n c e with zea lous — in t h e words of Anil ionis, ex­
t r e m i s t — pr ies t s . " L e t t h e b i s h o p s not talk with or ordain such m e n . 
T h i s i s a p e r s o n a l r e m i n d e r to B i s h o p S ladkev ič ius , w h o has o r d a i n e d 
m a n y such c a n d i d a t e s to t h e p r i e s t h o o d . In t h e future, this will not 
be tolerated! 

"As m a n y il legal pr ies t s a s a re o r d a i n e d , by that n u m b e r t h e 
quota o f seminar ians-admit ted that y e a r will b e d e c r e a s e d . T h e b i shops 
h a v e t o g u a r a n t e e that future pr ies t s not b e e x t r e m i s t s . T h o s e pastors 
w h o r e c o m m e n d e x t r e m i s t - o r i e n t e d pr ies t s t o t h e s e m i n a r y m u s t b e 
d i s c i p l i n e d . T h e q u o t a p r e s e n t l y e s t a b l i s h e d i s th i r ty c a n d i d a t e s a n n u ­
ally. D o n ' t b e l i e v e B i s h o p J u l i j o n a s S t e p o n a v i č i u s w h o c l a i m s that i t 
was t h a n k s t o l e t t e r s h e w r o t e that t h e q u o t a was i n c r e a s e d . 

" I f e x t r e m i s t - o r i e n t e d s e m i n a r i a n s b e c o m e t h e major i ty i n t h e 
s e m i n a r y , t h e q u e s t i o n o f c los ing t h e s e m i n a r y will b e r a i s e d , " 
t h r e a t e n e d Ani l ionis . " F o r i n s t a n c e , s e m i n a r i a n s V . L i u i m a a n d A . 
L u o t e b r o u g h t a n t i - S o v i e t l i t e r a t u r e t o t h e s e m i n a r y ( i . e . , J u o z a s G i r -
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nius ' b o o k s Žmogus be dievo — Man without God and Idealas ir 
laikas — Ideals and the Times — E d . N o t e ) . F o r that , t h e y w e r e 
l iab le to s e v e n years in pr i son, b u t we c o n t e n t e d o u r s e l v e s with 
e x p e l l i n g t h e m from t h e s e m i n a r y . ( O r d e r s in t h e s e m i n a r y are to 
forbid s e m i n a r i a n s to h a v e typewritten m a t e r i a l ; for spiritual reading, 
only o u t l i n e s o f var ious d i sc ip l ines and l i t e r a t u r e p u b l i s h e d dur ing 
t h e S o v i e t e r a a r e a l lowed. — E d . N o t e ) 

Ani l ionis e x p r e s s e d a n n o y a n c e that u n s u i t a b l e c a n d i d a t e s w e r e 
b e i n g p r o p o s e d as ins t ructors in t h e s e m i n a r y , w h i l e " s u i t a b l e " can­
didates ( F a t h e r B r o n i u s B u l i k a ) are b l o c k e d b y B i s h o p S ladkev ič ius . 
Al legedly, c a n d i d a t e s r e c o m m e n d e d b y t h e b i s h o p s : M . P e t k e v i č i u s , 
M i n t a u č k i s , J . T u n a i t i s and B . Strazdas a re e i t h e r old o r ill o r u n e d u ­
c a t e d . H e r e B i s h o p S l a d k e v i č i u s i n t e r r u p t e d ; for that h e was s t e r n l y 
r e p r i m a n d e d by Anil ionis . F a t h e r Vaclovas Aliulis, w h o i s n e i t h e r ill 
n o r old n o r u n e d u c a t e d was p r o p o s e d . T o that, Anil ionis r e s p o n d e d , 
" Y o u d o not k n o w Aliulis ! H e d o e s not k n o w h o w t o as soc ia te with 
s e m i n a r i a n s , f i e will n e v e r b e a l lowed into t h e s e m i n a r y . B e s i d e s , 
h e refused w h e n t h e g o v e r n m e n t w a n t e d t o s e n d h i m t o Spa in, a n d 
n o w h e has e n o u g h t o d o . " 

Ani l ionis d e m a n d e d that t h e b i s h o p s not i n t e r f e r e in t h e semi­
nary, in t h e e d u c a t i o n of s e m i n a r i a n s or in d e c i d i n g t h e suitabi l i ty of 
s e m i n a r i a n s for t h e p r i e s t h o o d and c h o i c e of ins t ructors , saying that 
this was exc lus ive ly t h e b u s i n e s s o f t h e s e m i n a r y r e c t o r . T h e s e m i n a r y 
i s an i n d e p e n d e n t inst i tut ion ( T h u s Ani l ionis requires that t h e b i s h o p s 
d i s regard C a n o n L a w Nos . 253, 259 and 263 — E d . N o t e ) . 

T h e C o m m i s s i o n e r e x p r e s s e d a n n o y a n c e a t t h e fact that t h e 
b i s h o p s do not s top t h e act iv i t ies o f e x t r e m i s t s in C h u r c h life. F o r 
i n s t a n c e , B i s h o p S ladkev ič ius has not s t r a i g h t e n e d out F a t h e r Rokas 
P u z o n a s a n d B i s h o p Vaič ius , F a t h e r Vytautas Skipar i s and Antanas 
B e n i u š i s . In t h e c h u r c h at Žagarė , a show was p r o d u c e d for t h e 
J u b i l e e o f S a i n t C a s h n i r . I n Girdž ia i , s ignatures w e r e c o l l e c t e d and 
in V i d u k l ė , an a n t i - S o v i e t n e s t has b e e n o r g a n i z e d u n d e r t h e leader­
ship of a w o m a n . If this c o n t i n u e s , i t will be n e c e s s a r y to start c los ing 
c h u r c h e s . 

F a t h e r J o n a s Kastyt i s M a t u l i o n i s has b e e n r e - a r r e s t e d b e c a u s e 
in a s e r m o n , he r e c o u n t e d his i m p r e s s i o n s from pr i son. As far as t h e 
C o m m i s s i o n e r knows, F a t h e r J o n a s Kastyt is M a t u l i o n i s was intro­
d u c e d t o Kybarta i b y F a t h e r Alg imantas K e i n a and D o n a t a s Val-
iukonis . (This i s an u n t r u t h , fabr icated by Anil ionis to se t t h e b i s h o p s 
against t h e s e pr ies t s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , i t w o r k e d : O n e of t h e h i e r a r c h s 
r e m a r k e d at this point, " O h , those act iv i s t s ! " — E d . N o t e ) 
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H e c o m p l a i n e d that too m u c h was b e i n g c h a r g e d for officially 
p u b l i s h e d p r a y e r b o o k s , e.g., i n J o n i š k i s a n d t h e c h u r c h o f Ž v ė r y n a s 
i n Vi ln ius , b u t t h e y d o not w a n t t o pay in to t h e P e a c e F u n d . S p e a k i n g 
o f t h e P e a c e F u n d , t h e c o m m i s s i o n e r c o m p l a i n e d that t h e s i tuat ion 
i s t o l e r a b l e only i n t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f Vi lnius , w h e r e o n e par ish 
c o l l e c t s 9 3 . 1 0 r u b l e s . T h i n g s a r e b a d i n t h e D i o c e s e s o f K a u n a s a n d 
Vilkaviškis w h e r e t h e a v e r a g e parish only c o l l e c t s 4 6 . 2 0 r u b l e s . 
P a n e v ė ž y s , 4 1 . 6 0 r u b l e s ; T e l š i a i , 4 0 r u b l e s a n d Kaiš iadorys , 3 5 . 3 0 
r u b l e s . I n t h e op in ion o f t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r , e v e r y parish should al lot 
1 0 0 r u b l e s for t h e P e a c e F u n d . 

Ani l ionis s c o l d e d t h e b i s h o p s for not par t ic ipat ing in t h e F o r t i e t h 
Anniver sas ry o f M o s c o w ' s v ic tory, April 1 7 - 1 9 , o r g a n i z e d b y P a t r i a r c h 
P i m a n . B i s h o p Vaič ius said, " O u r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , A r c h b i s h o p L i u d a s 
Povi lonis , was t h e r e . " T h e a r c h b i s h o p said that h e r e p r e s e n t e d only 
h imsel f . 

Ani l ionis c o n t i n u e d t o b e r a t e t h e b i s h o p s , e x p r e s s i n g dissatisfac­
t ion t h a t B i s h o p S l a d k e v i č i u s d o e s not always inform h i m w h e r e and 
w h e n h e g o e s t o w h i c h parish. H e cas t i t u p t o t h e b i s h o p s t h a t t h e y 
s u b m i t pastoral l e t t e r s to h i m too la te for his e x a m i n a t i o n ; that is, 
c e n s o r s h i p . U n e x a m i n e d l e t t e r s will not b e a l lowed t o g o t o t h e Vat­
ican. I f t h e V a t i c a n m a k e s r e a c t i o n a r y c o m m e n t a r i e s a b o u t pr ies t s 
w h o h a v e d i e d , t h e n t e l e g r a m s c o n c e r n i n g t h e d e a t h o f pr ies t s also 
will n o t b e a l lowed t h r o u g h . After t h e c o n f e r e n c e , t h e a r c h b i s h o p 
t h a n k e d C o m m i s s i o n e r Ani l ionis " for this b r a i n w a s h i n g " . 

Kaišiadorys 
O n M a y 2 8 , 1 9 8 5 , C o m m i s s i o n e r P e t r a s Ani l ionis c a m e t o t h e 

C h a n c e r y o f t h e D i o c e s e o f Kaiš iadorys w h e r e h e a r r a n g e d " a confer­
e n c e " for t h e d e a n s o f t h e d i o c e s e , w h o had b e e n s u m m o n e d t h e r e . 
Ani l ionis was dissatisf ied with t h e b e h a v i o r o f t h e pas tor o f G i e d r a i č i a i , 
F a t h e r Viktoras C u k u r a s , w h o , i n t h e words o f t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r , 
a r r a n g e d on M a y 5 in G i e d r a i č i a i a c o m m e m o r a t i o n of t h e 5 0 0 - y e a r 
J u b i l e e o f B l e s s e d M y k o l a s G i e d r a i t i s . " W o r s e s t i l l , " t h e C o m m i s ­
s i o n e r c o m p l a i n e d , " h e inv i ted e x t r e m i s t pr ies t s R o k a s P u z o n a s a n d 
Kastyt i s Kr ikšč iūkia i t i s w h o p r e v e n t e d t h e p e o p l e from praying. . . 
T h e L i t h u a n i a n nat ional a n t h e m ; Lietuva Tėvynė Mūsų ( " L i t h u a n i a , 
O u r F a t h e r l a n d " ) was sung ( t h e h y m n was n o t sung — E d . N o t e ) 
a n d M a i r o n i s ' Lietuva Brangi, Mano Tėvyne ( " D e a r L i t h u a n i a , My 
F a t h e r l a n d " ) was sung. " W h y , " h e asked, " i s that n e c e s s a r y ? " 

F a t h e r Kr ikšč iūkia i t i s gave an u n s u i t a b l e s e r m o n in V e p r i a i on 
P e n t e c o s t , t e l l ing t h e p e o p l e t h a t his p a r e n t s h a d b e e n e x i l e d t o 
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S i b e r i a w h i l e he h i m s e l f and g o n e hungry , g r e w up in an o r p h a n a g e 
a n d b e c a m e h a n d i c a p p e d . . . " D u r i n g t h e s e r m o n , o n e m u s t speak 
only a b o u t G o d , " Ani l ionis e x p l a i n e d t o t h e d e a n s . 

T h e C o m m i s s i o n e r c r i t i c i z e d pr ies t s o f P a n e v ė ž y s and Vi lnius for 
not c o o r d i n a t i n g t h e i r efforts in c h o o s i n g P r i e s t s ' C o u n c i l s . " I t i s not 
good t h a t p e o p l e pray not only in c h u r c h b u t also in t h e fores t , " said 
Ani l ionis . " W h y did t h e y h a v e t o m a k e t h e W a y o f t h e C r o s s i n t h e 
Vi lnius C a l v a r y ? After all, t h e s tat ions o f t h e Calvary h a v e long ago 
b e e n d e m o l i s h e d , so w h y walk a r o u n d in t h e w o o d s . " 

D u r i n g t h e l e c t u r e , t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r b o a s t e d t o t h e d e a n s that 
he knows w h o i s in c h a r g e o f t h e u n d e r g r o u n d s e m i n a r y . 

Kaunas 
O n M a y 3 1 , 1 9 8 5 , t h e d e a n s o f K a u n a s a n d Vilkaviškis w e r e 

s u m m o n e d to a m e e t i n g with t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r for R e l i g i o u s Affairs, 
P e t r a s Ani l ionis . Ani l ionis s t a t e d that he would r e a d a r e p o r t a b o u t 
mani fes ta t ions o f e x t r e m i s m last y e a r a m o n g t h e pr ies t s . Ani l ionis 
c o n s i d e r s F a t h e r R o k a s Puzonas and F a t h e r Antanas J o k u b a u s k a s a s 
t h e g r e a t e s t e x t r e m i s t s . Al legedly, t h e s e pr ies ts , by t h e i r s e r m o n s — 
t h e o n e p u b l i c l y te l l ing h o w t h e K G B r e c r u i t e d h im a s a n i n f o r m e r 
and t h e o t h e r , u n i n v i t e d , s inging t h e pra ises i n t h e C h u r c h e s o f S a i n t 
T h e r e s a a n d Sa int s P e t e r a n d Paul in Vi ln ius o f t h e pr ies t s w h o h a d 
b e e n s e n t e n c e d — a r e t h e m s e l v e s asking for pr ison. T h e C o m m i s ­
s i o n e r p r o m i s e d that a r r a n g e m e n t s for t h e m to w i n d up in pr ison 
would b e m a d e . " J u s t t h i n k , " said Ani l ionis , " F a t h e r Puzonas 
p r e a c h e d t o p e o p l e w h o c a m e t o V e p r i a i for P e n t e c o s t t o r e c e i v e t h e 
H o l y Spi r i t , not a b o u t t h e H o l y Spi r i t , b u t a b o u t h i m s e l f . " 

I n t h e opinion o f Ani l ionis , t h e J u b i l e e o f S a i n t C a s i m i r w e n t b y 
not badly, t h e r e was no g rea t fuss, e x c e p t for t h e u p r o a r c a u s e d in 
t h e C h u r c h o f S S P e t e r and Paul b y t h e e x t r e m i s t . A J o k u b a u s k a s 
a n d his c o h o r t s . " D u r i n g t h e i n c i d e n t , a surp l ice was torn, a n d t h a t 
is s ta te p r o p e r t y , " aff irmed Ani l ionis . 

I n his talk, t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r t o u c h e d upon d i o c e s a n P r i e s t s ' 
C o u n c i l s : In his op in ion, in t h e d i o c e s e s w h e r e t h e r e i s a s t r o n g h a n d , 
all i s wel l . Al legedly, i t was only b e c a u s e of a w e a k h a n d at t h e h e l m 
that in t h e D i o c e s e o f P a n e v ė ž y s , two c o u n c i l s m a t e r i a l i z e d w h i l e in 
t h e A r c h d i o c e s e of Vi ln ius , as m a n y as t h r e e . 

S p e a k i n g o f F a t h e r J o n a s Kastyt i s M a t u l i o n i s , Ani l ionis aff irmed 
that he had, by his b e h a v i o r , b e e n asking for l abor c a m p . (I t i s s t r a n g e 
that after his a r res t , s o m e pr ies t s s p o k e in t h e s a m e words . ) 

T h e C o m m i s s i o n e r b l a m e d F a t h e r J u o z a s Gražu l i s for p u b l i c l y 
urg ing t h e faithful to sign a pe t i t ion to d e f e n d t h e a r r e s t e d pr ies t s . 
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T h e C o m m i s s i o n e r r id icu led t h e u n d e r g r o u n d seminary . " W h a t k ind 
o f s e m i n a r y i s it: i s n o t F a t h e r Antanas Š e š k e v i č i u s t h e e n t i r e f a c u l t y ? " 
said Ani l ionis . 

T h e d e a n s , for t h e m o s t part, r e m a i n e d s i lent . After t h e l e c t u r e , 
t h e r e w e r e r e f r e s h m e n t s for all. 

Kretinga 
I n t h e spr ing o f 1 9 8 5 , t h e office o f P e t r a s Ani l ionis s e n t its rep­

r e s e n t a t i v e t o K r e t i n g a t o g ive a l e c t u r e t o m e m b e r s o f c h u r c h c o m ­
m i t t e e s . T h e l e c t u r e r r i d i c u l e d m a t u r e p e o p l e for r e l i n q u i s h i n g t o 
c h i l d r e n and youth " p l a c e s b e l o n g i n g only to t h e m " — t h e dut ies o f 
a l tar s e r v e r s . A c c o r d i n g to h i m , i t was e m b a r a s s i n g e v e n to s e e h o w 
at t h e t i n k l e of a be l l in t h e hands of c h i l d r e n e l d e r l y p e o p l e fall to 
t h e i r k n e e s . I n t h e opinion o f t h e l e c t u r e r , old p e o p l e should s e r v e 
a t M a s s and not " k i d s " 

Telšiai 
O n J u n e 4 , 1 9 8 5 , t h e d i o c e s a n d e a n s a n d v i c e d e a n s w e r e sum­

m o n e d to t h e d iocesan c h a n c e r y a t T e l š i a i on ins t ruc t ions from Rel ig i­
ous Affairs C o m m i s s i o n e r P e t r a s Ani l ionis . Ani l ionis , speak ing a b o u t 
t h e P r i e s t s ' C o u n c i l s o f t h e D i o c e s e s o f Vi lnius and P a n e v ė ž y s aff irmed 
that pr ies t s d o not a g r e e a m o n g t h e m s e l v e s , that t h e r e w e r e severa l 
e l e c t i o n s to t h e P r i e s t s ' C o u n c i l s , a n d so in t h e s e d i o c e s e s an a b n o r m a l 
s i tuat ion d e v e l o p e d : in o n e t h e r e w e r e two a n d in t h e o t h e r , a s m a n y 
as t h r e e . 

T h e C o m m i s s i o n e r s ta ted t o t h e d e a n s that i n e l e c t i n g P r i e s t s ' 
C o u n c i l s , thatf t h e pas tor o f Š e d u v a ( D i o c e s e o f P a n e v ė ž y s ) a c t e d 
c o n t r a r y t o C a n o n L a w a n d urged o t h e r s t o d o so. A c c o r d i n g t o 
in format ion i n t h e possess ion o f t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r , C a n o n Antanai t i s 
a c c o m p a n i e d t o Aušros Varta i ( G a t e o f D a w n ) i n Vi lnius F a t h e r An­
tanas J o k u b a u s k a s , w h o s p o k e from t h e pulp i t dur ing t h e festival 
u n i n v i t e d . 

I t i s in t h e D i o c e s e of T e l š i a i , c o m p a r i n g i t with o t h e r d i o c e s e s , 
t h a t t h e r e a r e t h e g r e a t e s t n u m b e r o f p a r i s h e s w i t h o u t pr ies t s . 
Ani l ionis d a r e d t o explain t o t h e d e a n s that t h e b i s h o p s o f L i t h u a n i a 
h a d a g r e e d in a d v a n c e to l e a v e o n e d i o c e s e w i t h o u t pr ies t s so that 
t h e y m i g h t b e a b l e l a t e r t o p r o c l a i m a b r o a d t h a t i t was t h e fault o f 
t h e g o v e r n m e n t that t h e r e was a s h o r t a g e o f pr ies t s in t h e d i o c e s e . 
W h e n F a t h e r Palš is a s k e d w h y t h e pr ies t s a r r e s t e d wi thout c a u s e 
w e r e n o t r e l e a s e d , t h e c o m m i s s i o n e r r e t o r t e d that " t h e y a s k e d for i t " 
and so, t h e y would not b e r e l e a s e d . 
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Biržai 
I n t h e spr ing o f 1 9 8 5 , t h e c h u r c h c o m m i t t e e s o f t w e n t y from t h e 

rayon w e r e s u m m o n e d to t h e Birža i Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e for 
a talk. T h e y w e r e a d d r e s s e d by a l e c t u r e r s e n t from t h e Office of t h e 
C o m m i s s i o n e r for Re l ig ious Affairs, T h e l e c t u r e r affirmed p u b l i c l y b y 
n a m e that o n e pr ies t w o r k i n g in t h e rayon has a mis t re s s and a chi ld . 
He said all this in spi te o f t h e fact that S o v i e t cour t s and e v e n t h e 
S u p r e m e C o u r t o f t h e L S S R n e v e r cer t i f ied t h e aforesaid accusa t ions 
for lack o f w i t n e s s e s . S t r a n g e log ic : T h o s e w h o d o u b t t h e basis for 
t h e s e n t e n c i n g o f t h e pr ies t s a re a c c u s e d o f b e i n g a n t i - S o v i e t a n d 
dis respect fu l o f t h e law. (A c o u p l e o f years ago, t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f 
t h e L S S R S u p r e m e C o u r t , Ignotas , spoke s imi lar ly o v e r te lev i s ion 
a b o u t t h o s e w h o t h e m s e l v e s pray p u b l i c l y for t h e pr ies t s u n d e r sen­
t e n c e a n d w h o u r g e o t h e r s t o pray for t h e m . ) 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , by decis ion o f t h e s a m e S u p r e m e C o u r t , a l e c t u r e r 
is s e n t to var ious rayon to g ive official l e c t u r e s . 

T h i s d o e s a d i s se rv ice to a t h e i s t i c propaganda. 

Šakiai 
On April 2 , 1 9 8 5 , c o m m i t t e e s o f t w e n t y o f c h u r c h e s in t h e rayon 

w e r e s u m m o n e d t o t h e Šakiai E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e . T h e m e e t i n g 
was c o n d u c t e d by V i c e C h a i r m a n for R e l i g i o u s Affairs, Olšauskas . At 
t h e b e g i n n i n g , t h e s p e a k e r said that he h a d b e e n a j u d g e for t e n 
years , a n d in his c a r e e r he h a d t r i e d s o m e c a s e s in w h i c h i t h a d b e e n 
n e c e s s a r y to punish individuals for n o t k e e p i n g t h e law r e g a r d i n g 
re l ig ious cu l t s , s o h e i n d i c a t e d that t h e p u r p o s e o f t h e m e e t i n g was 
t h e n e e d " t o c l e a r u p all p o s s i b l e confusion s o that t h e r e w o u l d b e 
no u n p l e a s a n t n e s s in c o u r t " . 

V i c e C o m m i s s i o n e r Olšauskas was d i s t u r b e d b y pr ies t s w h o had 
c o m p l e t e d t h e u n d e r g r o u n d s e m i n a r y , ca l l ing t h e m " i m p o s t e r s " w h o 
h a d not c o m p l e t e d t h e i r e d u c a t i o n and w e r e w i t h o u t O r d e r s . T h e y 
w e r e c r i m i n a l s o f var ious sorts, m a n y o f w h o m h a d b e e n i n ja i l for 
b r e a k i n g S o v i e t law o r w e r e e v e n n o w serv ing s e n t e n c e s t h e r e . " A n d 
you go to confess ion to t h e m ! " said t h e s p e a k e r , w o n d e r i n g . 

A s a n e x a m p l e , h e u s e d F a t h e r J o n a s Kąstyt is M a t u l i o n i s , sen­
t e n c e d for a n All S o u l s ' P r o c e s s i o n . H e r e c a l l e d that t h e r e a r e t i m e s 
w h e n pas tors e m p l o y such pr ies t s a s sacr i s tans a n d organis t s , a n d 
t h e n t h e l a t t e r work in c h u r c h as pr ies t s . In such c a s e s , not o n l y t h e 
pastors w o u l d b e p u n i s h e d , b u t also c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s , w a r n e d 
V i c e C o m m i s s i o n e r Olšauskas H e i n s t r u c t e d t h e m that c o m m i t t e e 
m e m b e r s s e e i n g a s t r a n g e pr ie s t in c h u r c h a r e s u p p o s e d to c h e c k to 

Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania No. 67 41 



s e e w h e t h e r l ie has a reg i s t ra t ion card and I f he has n o n e to put h im 
out o f c h u r c h . 

T h e c h u r c h i s t h e h o u s e o f prayer , a n d you m u s t b e o n guard 
les t t h e pr ies t s u s e i t for s p r e a d i n g a n t i - S o v i e t p ropaganda, w h i c h 
often h a p p e n s , t h e s p e a k e r c o n t i n u e d , and h e r e a d a n u m b e r o f ser­
m o n e x c e r p t s taken out o f c o n t e x t , i n w h i c h s t a t e m e n t a r e m a d e 
against t h e a r b i t r a r i n e s s o f a t h e i s t s (officials o r t e a c h e r s ) . Olšauskas 
c a l l e d t h e s e vulgar a t tacks against t h e e n t i r e S o v i e t g o v e r n m e n t . 
A m o n g such pr ies t s , t h e l e c t u r e r m e n t i o n e d t h e D e a n o f U k m e r g ė , 
F a t h e r Antanas D a n y l a , a n d t h e pas tor o f t h e parish o f Josva inia i , 
F a t h e r L e o n a s Kal inauskas , saying that t h e faithful t h e m s e l v e s w e r e 
dissatisf ied with t h e m , a n d p e t i t i o n e d t h e b i s h o p a n d C o m m i s s i o n e r 
for R e l i g i o u s Affairs to r e m o v e t h e m . 

Olšauskas raged against F a t h e r Kal inauskas for a l lowing P e t r a s 
Paulai t i s , w h o had r e t u r n e d t o L i t h u a n i a after long years o f impr i son­
m e n t , t o speak i n c h u r c h . T h e C o m m i s s i o n e r c h a r a c t e r i z e d Paulait is 
a s a h a r d e n e d foe o f t h e S o v i e t g o v e r n m e n t . " Y o u s e e w h a t t h e pr ies t s 
turn y o u r h o u s e s of w o r s h i p into, a n d what t h e y use t h e m for — for 
s p r e a d i n g a n t i - S o v i e t agi tat ion a n d as t h e a t e r s for showing fi lms: n o t 
long ago, a film was shown in t h e c h u r c h of Š a k i a i , itself. " A r e t h e r e 
no film t h e a t e r s in Šakiai , or p e r h a p s t h e r e i s a lack of f i l m s ? " C o m ­
m i s s i o n e r Olšauskas e m o t e d . 

T h e l e c t u r e r s ta ted that pr ies t s can p e r f o r m re l ig ious c e r e m o n i e s 
o n l y in c h u r c h a n d in t h e c e m e t e r y , a n d a r e a l lowed to visit t h e s ick 
i n t h e hospi ta l only i n t h e e v e n t that t h e r e a r e s e p a r a t e faci l i t ies. F o r 
t h e c a t e c h i z i n g o f c h i l d r e n a n d visi tat ion o f b e l i e v e r s , pr ies t s , a c c o r d ­
ing to t h e ass is tant, will be p u n i s h e d j u s t as s t r ict ly . F i n a l l y , us ing a 
c a t e c h i s m a n d t h e s c r i p t u r e s for h e l p , t h e ass is tant c o m m i s s i o n e r t r i e d 
t o c o n v i n c e m e m b e r s o f parish c o m m i t t e e s that all g o v e r n m e n t i s 
from G o d ; t h e r e f o r e i t i s n e c e s s a r y to r e s p e c t i t a n d to o b e y its laws. 

After such a n d s imi lar c o m m a n d s a n d d e m a n d s , t h e floor was 
o p e n e d for q u e s t i o n s . M e m b e r s o f t h e par ish c o m m i t t e e would not 
a g r e e that pr ies t s should b e forb idden t o t e a c h c h i l d r e n c a t e c h i s m . 
After all, that i s w h a t t h e y had t r a i n e d for, to t e a c h us b e l i e v e r s , 
w h i l e p a r e n t s d o n o t h a v e e n o u g h t i m e o r k n o w l e d g e and h a v e forgot­
t e n m u c h . . . " W h y m a y re l ig ion be taught only by o n e w h o i s n o t 
p r o p e r l y t r a i n e d ? H o w would i t look i f s o m e o n e i s sued a law forbidding 
d o c t o r s t o t r e a t p e o p l e , t u r n i n g o v e r t h e h e a l i n g function t o p e o p l e 
w h o k n e w n o t h i n g a b o u t i t ? ! " par t ic ipants i n t h e m e e t i n g a s k e d t h e 
l e c t u r e r . 

T o this q u e s t i o n , t h e l e c t u r e r shot b a c k angri ly, " W h e t h e r i t 
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a p p e a r s as a paradox to you or not is your b u s i n e s s , b u t t h e r e is a 
law s o i t m u s t b e o b s e r v e d s tr ict ly, a n d i f c h i l d r e n b e g a n t o b e taught 
by such p r i e s t s as Alfonsas Svar inskas , Sigi tas T a m k e v i č i u s , M a t u l i o n i s 
o r o t h e r s l ike t h e m , t h e y would t e a c h t h o s e c h i l d r e n w h o knows 
what . . .You y o u r s e l v e s h a v e f inished M i d d l e S c h o o l a n d you c a n 
very wel l t e a c h y o u r own c h i l d r e n re l ig ion (As t h o u g h in school t h e r e 
was talk, not against re l ig ion, b u t in favor of i t ) , a n d i f that ' s n o t 
e n o u g h for t h e m , t h e r e i s t h e s e m i n a r y , " Ol šauskas r e p l i e d t o t h e 
m e m b e r s u b m i t t i n g t h e q u e s t i o n . 

T h e a s s e m b l e d faithful a s k e d t h e ass is tant c o m m i s s i o n e r w h e t h e r 
a g r a n d m o t h e r m a y n o t t e a c h h e r g r a n d c h i l d re l ig ion. T h e ass is tant 
c o m m i s s i o n e r shot b a c k that n o , only t h e fa ther and m o t h e r h a v e t h e 
r ight to t e a c h re l ig ion. 

F r o m t h e a u d i e n c e c a m e t h e q u e s t i o n : " I s i t t r u e that pr ies t s , 
d u r i n g t h e i r s e r m o n s , c r u d e l y a t tack t h e g o v e r n m e n t as you said in 
t h e b e g i n n i n g o f y o u r ta lk? I n e v e r h e a r d such th ings . P e r h a p s this 
i s j u s t s o m e t h i n g i n v e n t e d b y t h e a t h e i s t s ? Y o u y o u r s e l f g o t o Š i luva 
a n d t h e C a l v a r y o f t h e S a m o g i t i a n s , s o what k ind o f a n t i - S o v i e t prop­
aganda was c o n d u c t e d t h e r e ? " 

" A n d w h a t gives you t h e r ight to call f i rm e v i d e n c e a t h e i s t i c 
i n v e n t i o n s ? Y o u can b e sure that t h e law p r o t e c t s t h e r ights and 
pr iv i leges of a t h e i s t s as wel l as b e l i e v e r s . So for such l ibe l , you c a n 
b e p u n i s h e d , " Ass i s tant C o m m i s s i o n e r Olšauskas a t t a c k e d t h e q u e s ­
t i o n e r . 

P a r t i c i p a n t s i n t h e m e e t i n g , scanda l ized b y such r u d e n e s s o n t h e 
part o f t h e ass is tant c o m m i s s i o n e r , b e g a n r e t o r t i n g from t h e i r 
p l a c e s . . . O n e w o m a n s tanding up, said, " I f you a t h e i s t s a r e so eas i ly 
of fended, w h y do you y o u r s e l v e s insul t t h e b e l i e v e r s ? . . . B e c a u s e 
m y d a u g h t e r w e n t t o c h u r c h , h e r t e a c h e r s tood h e r u p b e f o r e t h e 
class, c a l l e d h e r a c h u r c h - m o u s e , an old w o m a n , backward, a n d after­
wards, tak ing h e r to t h e faculty r o o m , c o n t i n u e d to taunt a n d t h r e a t e n 
h e r . M y girl c a m e h o m e w e e p i n g . B y what r ight was this d o n e ? " 

O n e m a n asked, " T h e y p r e s s u r e d m y son t h e s a m e way, t h r e a t e n ­
ing that all roads w o u l d be b l o c k e d for h i m i f he did n o t j o i n t h e 
C o m m u n i s t Y o u t h O r g a n i z a t i o n . D o t e a c h e r s have t h e r ight t o act 
l ike t h a t ? " 

W h e n t h e m e e t i n g was over , a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e Rayon E x e c u ­
t ive C o m m i t t e e s ta ted : " N o w le t us t h a n k o u r s p e a k e r with a r o u n d 
of applause for c o n d u c t i n g such an i n t e r e s t i n g and s u b s t a n t i v e discus­
s i o n . " B u t t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s i n t h e " d i s c u s s i o n " h u r r i e d out o f t h e hall 
a s i f t h e y h a d not h e a r d t h e sugges t ion t o t h a n k t h e s p e a k e r . 
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S k u o d a s 
O n April 10, 1 9 8 5 , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f rayon c h u r c h c o m m i t t e e s 

w e r e s u m m o n e d t o t h e S k u o d a s Rayon for c o n s u l t a t i o n . T h e l e c t u r e 
i n t h e p r e s e n c e o f V i c e C h a i r w o m a n M r s . L o ž i e n ė o f t h e Rayon 

E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e , dis t r ict c h a i r p e r s o n s and o t h e r g o v e r n m e n t 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s was d e l i v e r e d by Kizas, a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e C o m ­
m i s s i o n e r for Re l ig ious Affairs. T h e speaker ' s p u r p o s e was to r e p o r t 
on t r a n s g r e s s i o n s against t h e laws regard ing re l ig ious cul t s , p e r p e t ­
r a t e d in t h e r e p u b l i c dur ing 1 9 8 4 . 

A m o n g t ransgressors o f t h e law was m e n t i o n e d F a t h e r P u d ž e m i s , 
t h e parish pr ies t of M o s ė d i s , in t h e Rayon of Skuodas , w h o dur ing a 
s e r m o n h a d u r g e d t h e faithful n o t t o read a t h e i s t i c books . T h e l e c t u r e r 
c r u d e l y l i b e l l e d t h e i m p r i s o n e d pr ies t s Alfonsas Svar inskas , Sigitas 
T a m k e v i č i u s and J o n a s Kąstyt is M a t u l i o n i s , ca l l ing t h e suggest ion to 
pray for t h e m a c r i m e 

Kizas furiously a t t a c k e d pr ies t s w h o h a v e c o m p l e t e d t h e u n d e r ­
g r o u n d s e m i n a r y , cal l ing t h e m false pr ies t s and i m p o s t e r s , a n d h e 
d e m a n d e d that parish e x e c u t i v e organs forbid t h e m to p r e a c h or 
per form o t h e r re l ig ious mini s t ra t ions . H e c o n s i d e r e d a s c r i m e t h e 
organiz ing o f c h i l d r e n ' s C h r i s t m a s par t ies a t c h u r c h , p r o c e s s i o n s t o 
t h e c e m e t e r y on All Soul ' s D a y , t h e c o l l e c t i n g o f s ignatures on b e h a l f 
of t h e j a i l e d pr ies t s , traffic in re l ig ious ar t ic les in c h u r c h y a r d s , and 
e v e n t h e explanat ion o f re l ig ious t ruths dur ing t h e s e r m o n . Kizas 
m e n t i o n e d a host of e x a m p l e s in w h i c h he c o n s i d e r e d e v e r y s t a t e m e n t 
by a p r i e s t c o n c e r n i n g offenses by a the i s t s , t e a c h e r s or g o v e r n m e n t 
officials against t h e faithful to be a b u s e o f t h e pulpit , and a t t h e s a m e 
t i m e , a c r u d e t ransgress ion of t h e law. 

V i c e C h a i r w o m a n L o ž i e n ė o f t h e Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e 
e x p r e s s e d e m b a r r a s s m e n t that only t h e evange l ica l s a l lo t ted a por t ion 
o f t h e i r c o l l e c t i o n , t o t h e P e a c e F u n d , and urged o t h e r c o n g r e g a t i o n s 
t o follow t h e i r e x a m p l e . T h e v i c e c h a i r w o m a n a d m i t t e d o b s e r v i n g t h e 
funeral o f t h e pas tor o f Tru ik ina i , F a t h e r K o n s t a n t i n a s Pet r ikas , for 
p u r p o s e s o f spying, going t o Š a t ė s t o inves t iga te that c h i l d r e n w e r e 
not b e i n g taught re l ig ion in c h u r c h , to watch serv ices on N o v e m b e r 
1 ( T h e F e a s t o f All S a i n t s ' — T r a n s . N o t e ) , to s e e w h e t h e r t h e r e 
would be a p r o c e s s i o n to t h e c e m e t e r y . L e c t u r e r Kizas affirmed that 
only t h e p a r e n t s t h e m s e l v e s have t h e r ight t o t e a c h t h e i r c h i l d r e n 
re l ig ion, and upon a t ta in ing major i ty, t h e young p e o p l e can s tudy in 
spiritual school s . 

H e r e Kizas l i s ted all t h e spiritual schools o f t h e var ious faiths 
o p e r a t i n g i n t h e S o v i e t U n i o n , o f w h i c h j u s t two are C a t h o l i c , t h e 

4 4 Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania No. 67 



s e m i n a r i e s o f R i g a a n d K a u n a s , hypocr i t ica l ly s ta ted that t h e n u m b e r 
o f s t u d e n t s i s set b y t h e s e m i n a r y admini s t ra t ion a n d that t h e govern­
m e n t h e l p s i n e v e r y way, prov id ing t h e s e m i n a r y with t h e n e c e s s a r y 
land, e t c . 

Kaišiadorys 

On April 12, 1 9 8 5 , a m e e t i n g — br ie f ing sess ion — of parish 
c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s from t h e rayon took p l a c e a t the Kaiš iadorys 
H o u s e o f C u l t u r e . T h e m e e t i n g was h e a d e d b y a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f 
t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r for R e l i g i o u s Affairs and b y t h e V i c e C h a i r m a n o f 
t h e Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e , K a u b r y s . 

T h e s p e a k e r s b e g a n t h e m e e t i n g with t h e s tandard talk a b o u t 
f r e e d o m o f re l ig ion, a n d t h e b r o a d f r e e d o m s o f b e l i e v e r s , w h i c h t h e y 
i m m e d i a t e l y n e g a t e d with an e n d l e s s list o f var ious p r o h i b i t i o n s : 
" C h i l d r e n u n d e r t h e age o f e i g h t e e n h a v e n o r ight t o assist t h e pr ies t 
a t M a s s or o t h e r se rv ices , s ing in t h e c h o i r , p a r t i c i p a t e in p r o c e s s i o n s , 
t h e s e th ings will b e s tr ict ly m o n i t o r e d , " said t h e s p e a k e r . H e w a r n e d 
that t h o s e d i s o b e y i n g would b e d i s c i p l i n e d , b u t h e did not specify 
w h o w o u l d b e d i s c i p l i n e d — t h e c h i l d r e n , t h e i r p a r e n t s o r t h e pastors 
o f t h e par i shes . 

U p o n i n q u i r y w h y m i n o r s w e r e forcibly e n r o l l e d i n t h e L i t t l e 
O c t o b r i s t a n d P i o n e e r organizat ions w i t h o u t e v e n t h e i r p a r e n t s ' 
k n o w l e d g e , t h e s p e a k e r angri ly r e t o r t e d , " T h i s i s n o t t h e p l a c e for 
pol i t ick ing ! T h a t ' s not why w e a s k e d you h e r e ! " 

R e s p o n d i n g t o s o m e o t h e r q u e s t i o n s , h e e x p l a i n e d that t h e y d o 
not k n o w a n y t h i n g b e c a u s e e v e r y t h i n g i s d o n e from M o s c o w and t h e 
V a t i c a n . 

Kiaukliai (Širvintai R a y o n ) 
O n M a r c h 2 2 , 1 9 8 5 , F a t h e r R o k a s P u z o n a s , pas tor o f Kiaukl ia i , 

was s u m m o n e d to t h e Širv intai Rayon Office of t h e P r o s e c u t o r . W a i t ­
ing for t h e p r i e s t in t h e P r o s e c u t o r s Office was t h e Assis tant P r o ­
s e c u t o r for t h e R e p u b l i c , J u r g i s B a k u č i o n i s , w h o gave t h e pr ies t 
a n o t h e r w a r n i n g regard ing infract ions of t h e Regulations for Religious 

Associations. In t h e warning, F a t h e r P u z o n a s ' " t r a n s g r e s s i o n s " w e r e 
i t e m i z e d : g r o u p c a t e c h i z a t i o n o f c h i l d r e n , t h e All S o u l s ' P r o c e s s i o n 
t o t h e c e m e t e r y and " h e r o - w o r s h i p p i n g par t icular ly d a n g e r o u s s tate 
c r i m i n a l s ' . 

I t par t icu lar ly d i s p l e a s e d P r o s e c u t o r B a k u č i o n i s that F a t h e r 
P u z o n a s u r g e d t h e faithful to pray for t h e s e n t e n c e d pr ies t s Alfonsas 
Svar inskas , Sigi tas T a m k e v i č i u s and J o n a s Kastyt i s M a t u l i o n i s , and 
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m e n t i o n e d t h e m in his s e r m o n s . T h e official was of fended also by t h e 
e x h i b i t i n t h e c h u r c h o f Kiaukl iai , with t h e a b o v e - n a m e d pr ie s t s ' 
p h o t o g r a p h s . " I t i s p e r m i s s i b l e to pray for t h e m s i lent ly , 
b u t t r e a t i n g t h e m a s m a r t y r s o f t h e C h u r c h c o n s t i t u t e s agitation against 
S o v i e t law. Y o u t h e r e b y show that you want to follow in t h e i r 
f o o t s t e p s . " B a k u č i o n i s said. 

F a t h e r Puzonas e x p l a i n e d that t h e C a t h o l i c s o f L i t h u a n i a s tand 
i n sol idari ty with t h e m e n w h o have b e e n s e n t e n c e d , a n d that today 
i t i s t h e duty of e v e r y C h r i s t i a n to a c t t h e way t h e i m p r i s o n e d pr ies t s 
a c t e d . 

After t h e s e words o f F a t h e r P u z o n a s , B a k u č i o n i s took out two 
i s sues of t h e Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania a n d b e g a n 
t ry ing to s h o w that i t i s a pub l ica t ion l ibe l ing t h e S o v i e t sy s tem, and 
that t h e i m p r i s o n e d pr ies t s p u b l i s h e d it, so t h a t t h e y have b e e n sen­
t e n c e d j u s t l y . 

" B u t t h e y a r e n o w in pr i son, a n d t h e Chronicle i s still c o m i n g 
out. T h i s m e a n s that i t was not t h e y w h o w e r e p u t t i n g i t out, " F a t h e r 
P u z o n a s p o i n t e d out . 

" T h e y c o l l a b o r a t e d i n t h e p u b l i c a t i o n , " t h e P r o s e c u t o r c o r r e c t e d 
h imsel f . H a v i n g r e a d a few e x c e r p t s from t h e Chronicle in w h i c h t h e 
p r e s e n t g o v e r n m e n t i s c o n s i d e r e d t o b e a n o c c u p a t i o n a l g o v e r n m e n t , 
a n d t h e m u r d e r o f F a t h e r L e o n a s Š a p o k a i s t r e a t e d a s a n a c t o f 
v e n g e a n c e o f t h e part o f t h e a the i s t s , B a k u č i o n i s t r ied t o s h o w that 
this i s not so. To t h e pr ies t ' s q u e s t i o n h o w i t would be poss ib le to 
c a t e c h i z e c h i l d r e n w i t h o u t b r e a k i n g S o v i e t law, B a k u č i o n i s r e p l i e d 
that i t i s p e r m i s s i b l e to quiz t h e m only o n e by o n e . G r o u p c a t e c h i z a t i o n 
i n t h e op in ion o f t h e p r o s e c u t o r i s a l ready t h e n u c l e u s o f C a t h o l i c 
s c h o o l s . 

W h e n t h e pr ie s t e x p l a i n e d that t h e t e a c h i n g of c h i l d r e n i s a d i r e c t 
d u t y o f pr ies t s , a n d that o v e r 5 0 0 pr ies t s a n d two b i shops o f L i t h u a n i a 
re fused in wr i t ing to a b i d e by t h e Regulations for Religious Associa­
tions a n d would n e v e r a b i d e by t h e m . B a k u č i o n i s s ta ted that no o n e 
would pay a n y a t t e n t i o n to that, and t h e Regulations would not be 
r e p e a l e d . 

F a t h e r P u z o n a s c a l l e d t h e p r o s e c u t o r ' s a t t e n t i o n t o t h e fact t h a t 
t h e a t h e i s t s b r a z e n l y b r e a k S o v i e t law, b u t n o o n e p u n i s h e s t h e m for 
that . As an e x a m p l e , he m e n t i o n e d that in t h e Kiaukliai e l e m e n t a r y 
school , b e l i e v i n g pupi ls a r e forced on S u n d a y s to p a r t i c i p a t e in various 
p r o g r a m s . T h o s e w h o d o not c o m p l y a r e s u m m o n e d t o t h e faculty 
r o o m , i n t e r r o g a t e d a n d r id icu led . B e l i e v i n g c h i l d r e n a r e e n r o l l e d i n 
t h e L i t t l e O c t o b r i s t a n d P i o n e e r organizat ions a n d a t h e i s t g roups 
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w i t h o u t a s c e r t a i n i n g t h e i r w i shes o r t h o s e o f t h e i r p a r e n t s . Asked 
w h e t h e r S o v i e t t e a c h e r s h a v e t h e r ight t o d o so, P r o s e c u t o r B a k u č i o n i s 
r e p l i e d that no o n e has such a r ight, b u t he d e c l a r e d t h a t this i s 
m e r e l y t h e a r b i t r a r i n e s s o f this o r that t e a c h e r . 

F a t h e r P u z o n a s r e j e c t e d this l ie , saying that i t i s a universa l 
p h e n o m e n o n — b e l i e v i n g y o u t h a r e t r e a t e d this way in all t h e schools 
o f L i t h u a n i a . 

T o : T h e C h a i r m a n o f t h e T a u r a g e Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e 
C o p i e s t o : C o m m i s s i o n e r for R e l i g i o u s Affairs, P e t e r Ani l ionis 

T h e Aposto l ic A d m i n i s t r a t o r o f t h e D i o c e s e o f T e l s i a i , 

B i s h o p Antanas Va ič ius 

F r o m : T h e C o m m i t t e e o f t h e Batakia i R o m a n C a t h o l i c 
R e l i g i o u s C o m m u n i t y 

A P e t i t i o n 
On M a r c h 1 6 , 1 9 8 5 , we s e n t y o u a p e t i t i o n asking p e r m i s s i o n to 

add a n e x t e n s i o n t o t h e bel fry o f t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c parish c h u r c h 
of Batak ia i , so that t h e faithful w o u l d h a v e at least t o l e r a b l e c o n d i t i o n s 
to p a r t i c i p a t e in s e r v i c e s . H o w e v e r , to d a t e , we h a v e not r e c e i v e d a 
reply . W e t h e r e f o r e r e m i n d you again that for fifteen years , w e h a v e 
not h a d su i tab le faci l i t ies for se rv ices . Of ten, e s p e c i a l l y on hol idays 
and t h e o c c a s i o n o f funerals , w e a r e forced t o b e o u t s i d e dur ing 
s e r v i c e s in t h e rain, w i n d a n d c o l d . After all, we a r e pray ing in a 
bel fry w h o s e ins ide a r e a i s only twenty-f ive s q u a r e m e t e r s . 

We h e a r that rayon a u t h o r i t i e s a l l e g e t h e r e i s a s h o r t a g e of bui ld­
ing m a t e r i a l s . T h a t i s n o n s e n s e ! F i r s t o f all, w e shall not n e e d mater ia l s 
from g o v e r n m e n t c o n s t r u c t i o n r e s e r v e s , a n d i f w e did, i t would b e 
n o t h i n g c o m p a r e d to t h e sca le of c o n s t r u c t i o n in t h e T a u r a g ė Rayon. 

S e c o n d , b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s f reely sold a t bu i ld ing m a t e r i a l w a r e h o u s e s 
would b e e n o u g h for us. W e r e q u e s t and w e d e m a n d that you im­
m e d i a t e l y s e n d a c l e a r , w r i t t e n r e p l y to o u r pe t i t ion o f M a r c h 1 6 , 
1 9 8 5 . I f w e d o n o t r e c e i v e a n a n s w e r wi th in t e n days, w e will appea l 
t o h i g h e r g o v e r n m e n t leve l s . 

W e h a v e b e c o m e s o e x h a u s t e d i n such a b n o r m a l c o n d i t i o n s tor 
fifteen years that we c a n n o t b u t r e m i n d you that we will n o t give up 
until p e r m i s s i o n i s r e c e i v e d to bu i ld an e x t e n s i o n to t h e belfry. 

D o w e , t h e faithful o f t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c parish o f Batak ia i , 
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w o r k i n g c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y for t h e g o v e r n m e n t in farm work and o t h e r 
labor, not h a v e t h e r ight to have su i tab le facil it ies for s e r v i c e s ? 

After all, we a r e r e q u e s t i n g of our rayon officials n o t a lms l ike 
beggars , b u t we are d e m a n d i n g that to w h i c h we h a v e a r ight, w h i c h 
t h e U S S R C o n s t i t u t i o n a n d o t h e r a p p l i c a b l e laws g u a r a n t e e . 

Batak ia i , J u n e 1 1 , 1 9 8 5 

S i g n e d b y 1 5 m e m b e r s o f t h e Batakia i 
Par ish C o u n c i l ( T h e tex t i s u n e d i t e d . — E d . N o t e ) 

T o : G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y o f t h e U S S R , D r . M . G o r b a c h e v 
T h e U S S R C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s 
C o u n c i l o f R e l i g i o u s Affairs, a t t a c h e d t o t h e 

U S S R C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s 

F r o m : R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s and Faithful o f t h e C h u r c h C o m m i t t e e 
a n d Fai thfu l o f t h e parish o f Gargždai . 
K l a i p ė d a Rayon, L i t h u a n i a S S R 

A P e t i t i o n 
E s t e e m e d D r . G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y , w e s i n c e r e l y ask you for per­

miss ion to add to t h e h e i g h t of our c h u r c h — a s h e d — so that forty 
y e a r s after t h e war, i t would not look l ike a c o m m u n a l farm pig-sty, 
b u t l ike a real c h u r c h in w h i c h t h e r e would be e n o u g h air, l ight a n d 
s p a c e . T h e C o m m i s s i o n for R e l i g i o u s Affairs, a t t a c h e d t o t h e C o u n c i l 
o f M i n i s t e r s , gave us t h e fol lowing r e s p o n s e to o u r r e q u e s t : 

" Y o u r pe t i t ion r e g a r d i n g t h e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e H o u s e o f 
P r a y e r has b e e n e x a m i n e d b y t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f t h e Rayon 

o f K l a i p ė d a . T o d e c i d e t h e q u e s t i o n , a n a p p r o p r i a t e c o m m i s s i o n was 
se t u p with r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e H e a l t h D e p a r t m e n t E p i d e m i o l o g y 
S e c t i o n a n d o f t h e E x e c u t i v e Organ o f your c o m m u n i t y . T h e c o m m i s ­
sion r e c o m m e n d e d instal l ing a v e n t i l a t o r in y o u r c o m m u n i t y ' s bui ld­
ing. D e p a r t m e n t D i r e c t o r E . S . G a l u s t i a n . " 

R e g a r d i n g t h e c o m m i s s i o n , w e have b e t t e r in format ion: I t was 
a m i s t a k e : T h e y v i s i ted t h e c h u r c h - s h e d for t h r e e m i n u t e s a n d r e s o l v e d 
t h e w h o l e m a t t e r b e c a u s e i t h a d a l ready b e e n d e c i d e d not t o a l low 
t h e h e i g h t o f t h e bu i ld ing t o b e i n c r e a s e d , b u t r a t h e r t h e will o f P e t r a s 
Ani l ionis . A c o m m i s s i o n m u s t inves t iga te e v e r y t h i n g t h o r o u g h l y and 
r e c o r d t h e facts. T h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e H e a l t h D e p a r t m e n t 
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E p i d e m i o l o g y S e c t i o n should have c h e c k e d the c u b i c m e a s u r e m e n t s , 

t he vent i la t ion and l ight ing, and c o n s i d e r e d h o w the ven t i l a to r would 

effect p e o p l e . B u t t h e y did no th ing . 

F o r w e had a l ready asked t h e m ea r l i e r ( S e p t e m b e r 2 2 , 1 9 8 3 ) i n 

a pe t i t ion to c h e c k e v e r y t h i n g and to p r e s e n t t he facts so that we 

would h a v e s o m e basis for inc reas ing t h e he igh t o f t h e c h u r c h - s h e d , 

bu t t h e Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e forbade t h e m to do so. Y o u can 

s e e c l ea r ly what k ind of " c o m p e t e n t c o m m i s s i o n " i t was — j u s t a 

fraud! We appea led to Kla ipeda , and t h e y in formed us that in a pub l i c 

bu i ld ing t h e r e mus t be a t leas t four m e t e r s p e r pe r son , whi le in our 

c h u r c h - s h e d t h e r e i s on ly o n e m e t e r of air . H e n c e , i t i s ve ry difficult 

to b r e a t h e , p e o p l e pe r sp i r e and faint in s u m m e r , whi le in win te r , t h e 

walls run with mo i s tu r e . 

In t h e ce i l i ng of t h e c h u r c h - s h e d a re ho les for a vent i la t ion sys tem, 

bu t t h e y a re of l i t t le h e l p and the instal lat ion of a ven t i l a to r would 

be unwise , s i nce i t h u m s l ike a s iren and no th ing can be hea rd . T h a t 

is h o w i t works in t he l i t t le chu rch in Kla ipeda . In ours i t would be 

still wor se , s i nce i t is a low-roofed shed . T h e ven t i l a to r would dr ive 

t h e p e o p l e from that t iny l i t t le c h u r c h . We the re fo re p ro tes t against 

t h e sugges t ion to install a vent i la tor ; adding to t h e h e i g h t is t he only 

s e n s i b l e solut ion. 

I f t h e r e was s ing le r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t he c h u r c h c o m m i t t e e on 

the c o m m i s s i o n , he cou ld not have b e e n speak ing for t h e who le c o m ­

m i t t e e and for thousands o f t he faithful, s i nce he n e v e r c o n s u l t e d 

with the o the r s . T h e r e f o r e , we all p ro tes t against h im: We have a 

d e m o c r a c y , not an a r i s tocracy . 

We r e q u e s t pe rmiss ion for adding to t h e he igh t , no t only on 

a c c o u n t o f t h e b r e a t h i n g p r o b l e m , bu t a lso on a c c o u n t o f t h e bui ld ing ' s 

a p p e a r a n c e . At p r e s e n t , i t looks l ike a c o m m u n a l farm pig-sty, wh i l e 

we n e e d a bu i ld ing at leas t vague ly s imi lar to a c h u r c h . D u r i n g t h e 

war w e suffered: T h e Fasc i s t s b u r n e d down our tall c h u r c h . T h e e n t i r e 

c i ty was r e c o n s t r u c t e d wh i l e our l i t t le c h u r c h r ema ins as i t was after 

t he war . 

W e a r e n o w c e l e b r a t i n g the for t ie th ann ive rsa ry o f v ic tory . T h a t 

l i t t le pe rmis s ion would be j u s t t he gift o f t h e g o v e r n m e n t to us l abore r s 

in t h e fields and fac tor ies . A h u m a n e g o v e r n m e n t would i t s e l f offer 

its worke r s b e t t e r l iving cond i t ions . T h e Sov ie t Cons t i t u t ion e m ­

phas izes , " T h e C o m m u n i s t par ty o f t h e Sov ie t Un ion exis ts for t h e 

p e o p l e and se rves t h e p e o p l e (Par . 6 ) . " Adding t o t he h e i g h t would 

not cons t i t u t e cons t ruc t ion o f a n e w c h u r c h . T h e r o o f i s suppor t ed 

b y c o l u m n s . T h e y n e e d on ly t o b e e x t e n d e d , and o n e pai r t o b e 
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ra i sed, m o s t l ikely, re in forc ing t h e m from t h e o u t s i d e with br icks : 
t h e foundat ion d o e s not h a v e t o b e t o u c h e d a t all. 

N o t t o a l low t h e e x t e n s i o n o f t h e c o l u m n s m e a n s not t o s h o w 
y o u r w o r k e r s a n y good-will, w h e n t h e r e i s so m u c h talk a b o u t f r e e d o m 
o f re l ig ion a n d h u m a n e n e s s . 

H o n o r a b l e D r . G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y , w e ask you s i n c e r e l y t o s h o w 
u s s o m e h u m a n e n e s s , l e t u s ra i se t h e r o o f o f o u r c h u r c h - s h e d . 

E n c l o s u r e : P h o t o g r a p h o f t h e c h u r c h - s h e d o f G a r g ž d a i . 

G a r g ž d a i 

O u r a d d r e s s : 
L S S R 2 3 5 8 4 0 
K l a i p ė d o s R a y . G a r g ž d a i 
T i l t o 1 
B a ž n y t i n i a m K o m i t e t u i 

April 14, 1 9 8 5 

S i g n e d b y 6 5 1 o f us, for t h o u s a n d s 

T h e par ish o f G a r g ž d a i had a tall w o o d e n c h u r c h , b u t in t h e 
b e g i n n i n g o f t h e war, t h e G e r m a n s b u r n e d i t down. T h e faithful bui l t 
a t e m p o r a r y c h u r c h o u t o f a s h e d . D e t e r m i n e d t o e r e c t o n e o f masonry , 
t h e y m a d e a g r e a t q u a n t i t y o f large c e m e n t b r i c k s . U n t i l now, how­
e v e r , i t has b e e n n o t only i m p o s s i b l e t o e r e c t o n e o f masonry , b u t 
t h e C o m m u n i s t g o v e r n m e n t d o e s n o t e v e n al low t h e m t o raise t h e 
r o o f o f t h e s h e d , e v e n t h o u g h t h o u s a n d s o f t h e faithful h a v e r e p e a t e d l y 
b e e n r e q u e s t i n g p e r m i s s i o n for severa l y e a r s . T h e y r e q u e s t n e i t h e r 
b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l n o r f inancial a s s i s tance, b u t only a p e r m i t , b u t e v e n 
this t h e y a r e n o t grant ing . I n this way, t h e y s h o w w h a t k ind o f f r e e d o m 
o f re l ig ion i t i s w h i c h t h e y loudly p r o c l a i m a n d w h a t k ind o f h u m a n i s m . 
T h i s c o u l d all b e s e e n from t h e p e t i t i o n s o f t h e faithful. 

T o : T h e L i t h u a n i a n S S R C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s 

F r o m : T h e C h u r c h C o m m i t t e e a n d Fai thful o f t h e Par i sh o f G a r g ž d a i , 
Rayon of K l a i p ė d a 

A P e t i t i o n 
On August 19 of this year , we a d d r e s s e d a p e t i t i o n to you asking 

for p e r m i s s i o n t o i n c r e a s e t h e h e i g h t o f o u r c h u r c h - s h e d . W e r e c e i v e d 
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a n o t i c e that C o m m i s s i o n e r for Re l ig ious Affairs Pe t r a s Ani l ionis had 

not c o n s i d e r e d t h e pe t i t ion sen t to h i m by you, and that he had 

forwarded i t " acco rd ing to c o m p e t e n c e " to t h e K la ipeda Rayon E x e c u ­

t ive C o m m i t t e e . He did t h e s a m e wi th t h e pe t i t ions from M o s c o w . 

L e a r n i n g that he had left t he disposi t ion o f t he e n t i r e ca se to t h e 

E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f t h e Kla ipeda Rayon, we w e n t in small groups 

a t leas t t en t i m e s (61 pe r sons in all) to r e q u e s t pe rmiss ion to s e e t h e 

C h a i r m a n , and e spec ia l ly t he V i c e C h a i r m a n . H e p r o m i s e d t o s u m m o n 

t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r for Cu l t s , told t h e m to wait and not to l eave ; and 

kept p rocras t ina t ing . W h e n t h e pe t i t ion did not a r r ive , we w e n t back . 

V i c e C h a i r m a n A. L e i t a told us verba l ly that he is not giving a p e r m i t 

b e c a u s e t h e y don ' t have t h e mater ia l s . " Y o u can wr i t e all t h e way to 

M o s c o w , and t h e r e will still be no pe rmi t ! " 

E v e r y l iving b e i n g fights for its e x i s t e n c e and that i s wha t we a re 

doing, b e c a u s e life forces us to: we n e e d air, l ight and a d e c e n t c h u r c h , 

not a low shed . We the r e fo r e c o m e to you again r e q u e s t i n g a p e r m i t . 

E v e n t h e V i c e C h a i r m a n o f t he C o u n c i l for Re l ig ious Affairs a t t ached 

t o t h e C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s o f t he U S S R , s e e i n g our c h u r c h - s h e d , 

said that i t i s no c h u r c h , and that i t should be r e m o d e l l e d . 

We ask no t for bu i ld ing mater ia l s , bu t only for a p e r m i t to raise 

t he roof; bu i ld ing mate r ia l we have , as we wro te in ou r last pe t i t ion . 

We would ra ise t h e roof a t our own e x p e n s e . So why not a l low your 

worke r s to a r r ange th ings for t h e m s e l v e s m o r e comfo r t ab ly? Now, 

ou r l i t t le shack looks l ike an A m e r i c a n N e g r o g h e t t o nex t to t h e 

mul t i - s to r ied g o v e r n m e n t bui ld ing. Is i t not a s h a m e to t rea t b e l i e v e r s 

so? 

T h e S o v i e t Cons t i t u t ion speci f ies : "Officials mus t , a t regular ly 

s c h e d u l e d in tervals , c o n s i d e r t he sugges t ions and pe t i t ions o f indi­

viduals , r e spond to t h e m and take the n e c e s s a r y m e a s u r e s " (Par . 4 9 ) . 

And w h o i s cons ide r ing our pe t i t i ons? O n e ju r i sd ic t ion passes i t 

on to a n o t h e r , and e v e r y t h i n g goes a round in a c i r c l e : T h e E x e c u t i v e 

C o m m i t t e e o f Kla ipeda , r e ce iv ing th rough C o m m i s s i o n e r Pe t ras 

Ani l ionis our pe t i t ions r e t u r n e d from all l eve l s , o n c e m o r e calls upon 

the C o m m i s s i o n e r t o d e c i d e t h e m a t t e r e v e n though he has t u r n e d 

e v e r y t h i n g o v e r t o t h e m , "acco rd ing t o c o m p e t e n c e " . 

W h e n did we r e c e i v e a c o n s i d e r e d rep ly in wr i t ing within a se t 

t i m e ? I t looks a s though we w e r e wi thou t r ights . S o m e b e l i e v e r s , 

t he r e fo re , a re e v e n saying, " L e t s not ask for pe rmiss ion to raise t h e 

roof; they ' l l take away wha t we have , j u s t as t hey took the c h u r c h in 

K l a i p e d a , " wh i l e t h e Cons t i tu t ion i n Par. 49 s ta tes : " E v e r y c i t izen o f 

t h e U S S R has the r ight t o submi t t o g o v e r n m e n t organs sugges t ions 
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for i m p r o v i n g t h e i r funct ion, and to c r i t i c i z e s h o r t c o m i n g s in t h e i r 

w o r k . " 
W e b e l i e v e that t h e L S S R C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s has m o r e p o w e r 

than t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f t h e K l a i p ė d a Rayon, and s o w e 
respect fu l ly ask y o u to give s o m e a t t e n t i o n to our r e q u e s t a n d al low 
t h e r o o f o f t h e c h u r c h - s h e d , w h i c h you s e e i n t h e p h o t o g r a p h , t o b e 
ra i sed. 

W e will not r e p e a t o u r a r g u m e n t s for rais ing t h e r o o f s i n c e w e 
se t t h e m forth in our last p e t i t i o n , August 19, 1 9 8 5 . T h a t pet i­
t ion, s i g n e d b y 1 0 9 4 p e r s o n s , w e e n c l o s e t o g e t h e r with t h e p h o t o g r a p h . 
And now, o n l y t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e c h u r c h c o m m i t t e e and o i 
t h e faithful sign on b e h a l f o f thousands . 

Gargžda i , D e c e m b e r 12, 1 9 8 4 
S i g n e d b y 4 9 5 B e l i e v e r s 

M a r c i n k o n y s ( V a r ė n a R a y o n ) 

O n J a n u a r y 2 9 , 1 9 8 5 , t h e late pas tor o f t h e parish o f M a r c i n k o n y s , 
F a t h e r N i k o d e m a s Pakalka, was b e i n g bur ied, after having w o r k e d 
in t h e parish forty-five years . In o r d e r that c h i l d r e n and youth would 
not p a r t i c i p a t e in t h e p r i e s t s funeral, w o r k t e a m s and s imilar p r o g r a m s 
w e r e o r g a n i z e d a t t h e M i d d l e S c h o o l a t M a r c i n k o n y s . E s p e c i a l l y ac t ive 
was T e a c h e r S e v e r i n ą . 

Vi ln ius 

O n April 2 8 , 1 9 8 5 , i n t h e C h u r c h o f S a i n t M i c h a e l , t h e fort ieth 
a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e d e a t h o f F a t h e r Alfonsas L i p n i ū n a s was b e i n g c o m ­
m e m o r a t e d . T h e faithful g a t h e r e d for M a s s . F a t h e r L i p n i ū n a s ' re la­
t ives, a c q u i n t a n c e s a n d n o small n u m b e r o f y o u t h from various p l a c e s 
i n L i t h u a n i a c a m e . D u r i n g t h e s o l e m n M a s s , F a t h e r Vaclovas Aliulis 
told t h o s e a s s e m b l e d a b o u t t h e life o f F a t h e r L i p n i ū n a s , his work, 
his act iv i t ies , c h a r a c t e r i s t i c p e r s o n a l i t y traits : s t rong faith, a r d e n t love 
o f n e i g h b o r a n d u n d y i n g e n t h u s i a s m , e v e n i n t h e m o s t difficult m o ­
m e n t s o f life. After M a s s , t h e youth r e c i t e d prayers for t h e o c c a s i o n , 
sang a few h y m n s a n d p l a c e d f lowers on t h e altar. 

W h e n t h e m e m o r i a l s e r v i c e was over , o n e o f his f r iends distri­
b u t e d p h o t o g r a p h s o f F a t h e r L i p n i ū n a s t o t h o s e w h o had p a r t i c i p a t e d . 

Šiauliai 
O n M a r c h 15, 1 9 8 5 , t h e Hi l l o f C r o s s e s was badly vandal ized. 

T h e s t a t u e o f t h e S a c r e d H e a r t o f J e s u s a n d t h e s ta tue o f M a r y w e r e 
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d a m a g e d . A b o u t fifty c r o s s e s a n d s h r i n e s w e r e d e m o l i s h e d a n d t h e 
glass in s h r i n e s a n d p i c t u r e s was b r o k e n . A n d w h o can c o u n t t h e 
t h o u s a n d s o f small s tanding a n d h a n g i n g c r o s s e s a n d r o s a r i e s w h i c h 
w e r e se t out in o r d e r l y fashion or tastefully h u n g from l a r g e r c r o s s e s , 
b e a r i n g within t h e m p e o p l e ' s pain o r w i t n e s s i n g t h e i r g r a t i t u d e ? T h e 
n ight o f M a r c h 15, t h e y w e r e ru th les s ly s c a t t e r e d a n d t r a m p l e d i n 
t h e snow. ( T h e Hil l o f C r o s s e s i s a p o p u l a r re l ig ious s h r i n e r e p e a t e d l y 
r a z e d b y t h e g o v e r n m e n t a n d r e s t o r e d b y t h e p e o p l e . S e e Chronicle 

N o . 48 — T r a n s , n o t e ) 

Žarėnai - Latveliai (Šiauliai R a y o n ) 
On M a y 16, 1 9 8 5 , a t P e n t e c o s t , a smal l g roup o f a b o u t th i r ty 

d e v o t e e s a s s e m b l e d in t h e vandal ized l i t t le c e m e t e r y of M lė la ič ia i . 
Vi l lagers , i n t e l l e c t u a l s , c h i l d r e n and t h e youth k n e l t o n t h e ear th 
e x c a v a t e d b y b u l l d o z e r s , w h i c h h a d a l ready m a n a g e d t o a d o r n i t s e l f 
with n e w c r o s s e s , a n d p r a y e d t h e Sorrowful M y s t e r i e s o f t h e Rosary, 
sang t h e L i t a n y o f t h e B l e s s e d Virgin M a r y and h y m n s . After praying, 
o n e y o u n g m a n r e a d t h e s e v e r s e s : 

. . . Here brooded Christ with His hands manacled, 
in the poor home of wooden wayside shrines, 
but they decided to take from Him His shelter 
just as from the Lithuanian in strange surroundings far away 
When steel tractors attacked the cemetery 
crumbling the bones from parents caskets, 
what the cossacks' sword had not cut down — 
was finished by the blindness of their unworthy descendents. 
The wooden sun-rays split beneath the sedges, 
the hirelings of violence smashed the little shrines, 
and sank the legacy of their forebears in the swamps. 
And the martyrs of freedom mourned, 
But wounded hearts again cultivate hope. 
And the broken cross announces He will rise. 
It urges us to love the dawn of the third day,— 
Lithuanian will survive Siberian glaciers. 

A s t h e y g a t h e r e d a n d d e p a r t e d , t h e faithful w e r e c l o s e l y w a t c h e d 
a n d w e r e p h o t o g r a p h e d b y four c iv i l ians, o n e o f t h e m K G B A g e n t 
S lankauskas , from Šiauliai T h e K G B m e n s h o w e d n o r u d e n e s s a n d 
k e p t t h e i r d i s t a n c e , a p p r o a c h i n g n e a r e r only after p e o p l e had f inished 
pray ing a n d h a d b e g u n q u i e t l y c o n v e r s i n g . 
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A t t h e f o o t o f t h e larges t c ross , t o g e t h e r with l i g h t e d c a n d l e s , 
w e r e p l a c e d t h e b o n e s o f t h o s e i n t e r r e d h e r e , w h i c h h a d b e e n dug 
u p i n b u l l d o z i n g t h e c e m e t e r y . I n a m o n g t h e b r o k e n - o f f t r e e s a rose 
r e - c o n s t r u c t e d c r o s s e s , t h e s y m b o l s o f S a m o g i t i a n r e s i l i e n c e , loyalty 
to t h e faith a n d to t h e nat ion. After s inging Marija, Marija, t h e p e o p l e 
d i s p e r s e d . 

Tryškiai (Šiauliai R a y o n ) 
D u r i n g t h e n i g h t o f M a y 2 , 1 9 8 5 , u n k n o w n culpr i t s t o r e u p t h e 

S t a t i o n s o f t h e C r o s s i n t h e c h u r c h y a r d o f T r y š k i a i . T h e glass f rames 
o f t h e s tat ions w e r e p r i e d o p e n and s o m e o f t h e m b r o k e n . T h e p i c t u r e s 
w e r e torn from t h e f rames a n d s c a t t e r e d a b o u t t h e c h u r c h y a r d ; t h e y 
had b e e n p a i n t e d o n canvas, c o p i e s o f t h e S t a t i o n s o f t h e C r o s s b y 
an I ta l ian art ist . 

The Village of Geniai (Alytus R a y o n ) 
O n J a n u a r y 15, 1 9 8 5 , a K G B a g e n t s h o w e d u p a t t h e h o m e o f 

t h e B a c i u š k a s family, l iving i n t h e Vi l lage o f G e n i a i . T h e c h e k i s t s 
wanted t o k n o w w h e r e t h e i r son Algis w o r k e d . W h e n t h e m o t h e r told 
t h e m that h e was work ing a t t h e p a c k i n g h o u s e i n Alytus, t h e K G B 
a g e n t said that he was work ing not only a t t h e p a c k i n g h o u s e , b u t 
also m o o n l i g h t i n g d i s t r ibut ing re l ig ious n e w s p a p e r s . T h e m o t h e r 
b e g a n w e e p i n g a n d r e p e a t e d that i t was not so. 

" W e k n o w that he i s a good w o r k e r , a b e l i e v e r ; l e t h i m go to 
c h u r c h and pray, j u s t so he d o e s n ' t g e t involved in suspic ious ac­
t i v i t i e s , " t h e K G B a g e n t told t h e m o t h e r . A s h e was leaving, t h e 
c h e k i s t t h r e a t e n e d , " W e ' l l r o u n d t h e m u p o n e b y o n e ! " 

I n t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d , t h e K G B a g e n t asked w h e t h e r t h e B a c i u š k a s 
family has re la t ives a b r o a d , w h e t h e r i t r e c e i v e d p a c k a g e s a n d w h e t h e r 
t h e pr ies t s visit t h e m often. A t t h e c o m m u n a l farm office, t h e K G B 
a g e n t s ta ted, " W e ' l l n e u t r a l i z e t h e G r a ž u l i s e s , a n d t h e s a m e fate 
awaits Algis. I t ' s j u s t too b a d that h e ' s so y o u n g ! " 

Pabaiskas (Ukmergė R a y o n ) 
B e f o r e E a s t e r , 1 9 8 5 , C h a i r m a n B o š k e v i č i u s o f t h e D i s t r i c t o f 

Pabaiskas told S e c r e t a r y J a n i n a J a n k a u s k a i t ė o f that s a m e dis t r ic t t o 
g o t o t h e c h u r c h E a s t e r m o r n i n g a n d g e t a t least a n e s t i m a t e o f h o w 
m a n y p e o p l e p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e se rv ices , h o w m a n y a u t o m o b i l e s a re 
p a r k e d a t t h e c h u r c h a n d what t h e pas tor will b e s p e a k i n g a b o u t i n 
his s e r m o n . M i s s J a n k a u s k a i t ė c a t e g o r i c a l l y refused t o d o so. T h e n 
t h e c h a i r m a n w e n t to his b r o t h e r , B o l e s l o v a s B o š k e v i č i u s a factory 
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w o r k e r , ask ing that h e , p a r t i c i p a t i n g in t h e se rv ices h imse l f , w o u l d 
learn e v e r y t h i n g a n d r e p o r t in wri t ing. B o l e s l o v a s B o š k e v i č i u s b e i n g 
a b e l i e v e r , did n o t carry out t h e c h a i r m a n ' s c o m m i s s i o n c o m p l e t e l y . 

M i r o s l a v a s (Alytus R a y o n ) 

O n E a s t e r , April 7 , 1 9 8 5 , i n t h e c h u r c h o f Miros lavas , 
t h e faithful c o l l e c t e d s ignatures to a p e t i t i o n a d d r e s s e d to t h e P r o 
s e c u t o r o f L i t h u a n i a , d e m a n d i n g that t h e pr ies t s Alfonsas Svar inskas , 
Sigi tas T a m k e v i č i u s a n d J o n a s Kastyt i s M a t u l i o n i s b e r e l e a s e d , a s wel l 
a s o t h e r s i n n o c e n t l y s e n t e n c e d for t h e i r re l ig ious be l ie f s . 

A s t h e y w e r e c o l l e c t i n g s ignatures , J u r g i s G r u b l i a u s k a s , C h a i r ­
m a n o f t h e Miros lavas D i s t r i c t , c a m e i n t o t h e c h u r c h y a r d . C a l l i n g 
as ide t h o s e c o l l e c t i n g s ignatures , t h e c h a i r m a n p o i n t e d out t o t h e m 
that c o l l e c t i n g s ignatures o n b e h a l f o f t h e i m p r i s o n e d pr ies t s a n d 
o t h e r s i s a c r i m e . W h e n t h e p e o p l e c o l l e c t i n g t h e s ignatures e x p l a i n e d 
t h a t d e f e n d i n g pr ies t s w h o a r e i n n o c e n t l y i m p r i s o n e d i s n o t a c r i m e , 
b u t r a t h e r e v e r y d e c e n t p e r s o n ' s duty, G r u b l i a u s k a s left t h e c h u r c h ­
yard. S o m e t i m e la ter , G r u b l i a u s k a s i n f o r m e d t h e rayon g o v e r n m e n t 
b y t e l e p h o n i n g a b o u t t h o s e g a t h e r i n g s ignatures a n d h e h imse l f , re­
t u r n i n g t o t h e c h u r c h y a r d , c o n t i n u e d forbidding t h e m t o c o l l e c t sig­
n a t u r e s . 

K a u n a s 
O n April 8 , 1 9 8 5 , M i s s A l d o n a R a i ž y t ė , t e a c h e r o f K a u n a s C i t y 

K i n d e r g a r t e n N o . 4 6 , w a s r e l i e v e d o f h e r pos i t ion: s h e h a d g o n e t o 
w o r k a t t h e k i n d e r g a r t e n j u s t a few m o n t h s e a r l i e r . M i s s R a i ž y t ė had 
e a r l i e r b e e n d i s c h a r g e d from a K a u n a s C i t y k i n d e r g a r t e n . 

After a few w e e k s h a d g o n e by, a g r o u p of c h i l d r e n a n d youths 
w e r e s t a n d i n g a r o u n d i n t h e c h u r c h y a r d o f P e t r o š i ū n a i after e v e n i n g 
s e r v i c e s . I n t h e c h u r c h y a r d was M i s s R a i ž y t ė also. S e e i n g t h e c h i l d r e n , 
M r s . B u ž i n s k i e n ė , V i c e C h a i r w o m a n o f t h e P a n e m u n ė Rayon E x e c u ­
tive C o m m i t t e e o f t h e C i t y o f K a u n a s , i n t r o d u c e d herse l f . After asking 
w h a t t h e y w e r e d o i n g t h e r e , s h e a c c o s t e d M i s s R a i ž y t ė , " H o w did 
you d a r e to g e t a j o b a t t h e k i n d e r g a r t e n wi th y o u r i d e o l o g y ? " 

M r s . B u ž i n s k i e n ė a c c u s e d M i s s R a i ž y t ė o f t e a c h i n g t h e c h i l d r e n 
c a t e c h i s m , t h r e a t e n e d to file a c o m p l a i n t i m m e d i a t e l y , a n d b e g a n 
c o u n t i n g t h e c h i l d r e n , b u t t h e n q u i c k l y r e l e n t e d , o n l y t h r e a t e n i n g t o 
c o m e b a c k t o c h u r c h t h e n e x t t i m e with t h e m i l i t i a . . . T h e v i c e c h a i r ­
w o m a n s u g g e s t e d t o M i s s R a i ž y t ė t h a t after t h i n k i n g th ings o v e r 
t h o r o u g h l y , s h e c o m e t o t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e ; s h e to ld h e r t o 
find work, b u t by no m e a n s in any c h i l d r e n ' s ins t i tu t ion. M i s s R a i ž y t ė 
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t h a n k e d h e r for t h e a d v i c e and told h e r that if, on a c c o u n t o f h e r 
re l ig ion, s h e c o u l d not work in h e r specia l ty , s h e would work as a 
c h a r w o m a n in c h u r c h . 

L i t h u a n i a n , r e m e m b e r that : 

F a t h e r Alfonsas Svar inskas 
F a t h e r Sig i tas T a m k e v i č i u s 
F a t h e r J o n a s Kastyt i s M a t u l i o n i s 
D o c e n t Vytautas S k u o d i s 
Viktoras P e t k u s 
Vladas L a p i e n i s 
R o m a s Ž e m a i t i s 
J a d v y g a B i e l i a u s k i e n ė 
Povi las P e č e l i ū n a s 
G i n t a u t a s I e š m a n t a s 
J u l i u s S a s n a u s k a s 

and o t h e r s w e a r t h e c h a i n s o f a p r i s o n e r t h a t you m i g h t b e a b l e t o 
b e l i e v e a n d l ive freely. 
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TO HELP THE CHURCH IN COMMUNIST-OCCUPIED 
LITHUANIA OR TO OBTAIN FURTHER INFORMATION, 
SEND YOUR TAX-EXEMPT DONATION, OR WRITE TO: 

Lithuanian Catholic Religious Aid, Inc. 
351 Highland Boulevard 
Brooklyn, NY 11207 
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