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C H R O N I C L E O F T H E C A T H O L I C C H U R C H 

I N L I T H U A N I A N o . 7 8 

Introduction 

I n 1940, w h e n t h e Soviet U n i o n o c c u p i e d L i t h u a n i a b y force, 8 5 . 5 % o f 
t h e c o u n t r y ' s m o r e t h a n 3 mil l ion i n h a b i t a n t s w e r e R o m a n C a t h o l i c , 4 . 5 % 
P r o t e s t a n t , 7 . 3 % Jewish, 2 . 5 % O r t h o d o x a n d 0 . 2 % o f o t h e r p e r s u a s i o n s . 

I n t h e two a r c h d i o c e s e s a n d four d i o c e s e s w e r e : 708 c h u r c h e s , 314 
c h a p e l s , 3 7 m o n a s t e r i e s , 8 5 convents , t h r e e a r c h b i s h o p s , n i n e b i s h o p s , 1271 
d i o c e s a n pr ies t s , 580 m o n k s , o f w h o m 168 w e r e pr ie s t s . F o u r s e m i n a r i e s 
h a d 470 s t u d e n t s . T h e r e w e r e 950 n u n s . 

N u n s c a r e d for 35 k i n d e r g a r t e n s , 10 o r p h a n a g e s , 25 h o m e s for t h e 
aged, t w o hospi ta l s , a y o u t h c e n t e r , a n d an ins t i tu te for t h e d e a f - m u t e . 

O n J u n e 15, 1940, t h e R e d A r m y m a r c h e d i n t o L i t h u a n i a ; t h e in­
d e p e n d e n t g o v e r n m e n t w a s r e p l a c e d b y a p u p p e t r e g i m e . 

O n Ju ly 14-15, r igged e l e c t i o n s w e r e s t a g e d . O n Ju ly 2 1 , wi th t h e R e d 
A r m y s u r r o u n d i n g t h e as sembly h o u s e , t h e n e w P e o p l e ' s D i e t " u n a n i ­
mously" d e c l a r e d L i t h u a n i a a Soviet Social ist R e p u b l i c . 

O n J u n e 2 5 , 1 9 4 0 , t h e C h u r c h w a s d e c l a r e d s e p a r a t e f rom t h e s ta te , 
a n d t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e H o l y S e e w a s expe l led . 

P a r i s h l a n d s w e r e conf i scated, clergy sa lar ies a n d p e n s i o n s w e r e c u t 
off, a n d t h e i r savings conf i scated. C h u r c h e s w e r e d e p r i v e d of s u p p o r t . 
C a t h o l i c p r i n t i n g p l a n t s w e r e conf i scated, a n d re l ig ious b o o k s d e s t r o y e d . 

O n J u n e 28,1940, t h e t e a c h i n g o f re l ig ion a n d r e c i t a t i o n o f p r a y e r s i n 
school s w a s f o r b i d d e n . T h e Univers i ty ' s D e p a r t m e n t o f T h e o l o g y a n d 
P h i l o s o p h y w a s abo l i shed, a n d all p r iva te s c h o o l s w e r e n a t i o n a l i z e d . T h e semi­
n a r i e s a t Vilkaviškis a n d Telš ia i w e r e c losed, a n d t h e s e m i n a r y a t K a u n a s w a s 
p e r m i t t e d t o o p e r a t e o n a very l imited sca le . T h e clergy w e r e s p i e d u p o n c o n ­
stantly. 

O n J u n e 15,1941,34,260 L i t h u a n i a n s w e r e p a c k e d off i n ca t t le-cars t o 
u n d i s c l o s e d p o i n t s i n t h e Soviet U n i o n . Af ter W o r l d W a r I I , t h e m a s s d e p o r ­
t a t i o n s r e s u m e d a n d c o n t i n u e d unti l 1953. 

V i n c e n t a s Borisevičius, B i s h o p o f Telš ia i , w a s a r r e s t e d o n F e b r u a r y 
3, 1946, a n d c o n d e m n e d to d e a t h after a s e c r e t t r ia l . B e f o r e y e a r ' s e n d , his 
auxiliary, B i s h o p P r a n a s R a m a n a u s k a s , w a s a l so a r r e s t e d a n d d e p o r t e d t o 
Siber ia . B i s h o p Teofi l ius M a t u l i o n i s o f K a i š i a d o r y s a n d A r c h b i s h o p M e č i s ­
lovas R e i n y s o f Vi lnius w e r e d e p o r t e d to a S i b e r i a n l a b o r c a m p . A r c h b i s h o p 
R e i n y s p e r i s h e d in p r i s o n at Vladimir , N o v e m b e r 8, 1953. By 1947, 
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L i t h u a n i a w a s left wi th a s ingle b i s h o p , K a z i m i e r a s P a l t a r o k a s of Panevėžys . 
H e d i e d i n 1958. 

I n 1947, t h e last c o n v e n t s a n d m o n a s t e r i e s w e r e c losed, the i r c o m ­
m u n i t i e s d i s p e r s e d , a n d all m o n a s t i c ins t i tu t ions w e r e o u t l a w e d . 

Af ter Sta l in ' s d e a t h in 1953, t h e r e w a s a sl ight i m p r o v e m e n t in t h e 
rel ig ious s i tuat ion. B i s h o p s M a t u l i o n i s a n d R a m a n a u s k a s w e r e a l l o w e d t o 
r e t u r n t o L i t h u a n i a , b u t n o t t o m i n i s t e r t o t h e i r d i o c e s e s o r t o c o m m u n i ­
c a t e wi th t h e clergy or laity. 

B i s h o p R a m a n a u s k a s d i e d i n 1959, a n d A r c h b i s h o p M a t u l i o n i s i n 1963. 
I n 1955, t w o n e w b i s h o p s w e r e a p p o i n t e d b y R o m e a n d c o n s e c r a t e d : 

Ju l i jonas S t e p o n a v i č i u s a n d P e t r a s M a ž e l i s . S t e p o n a v i č i u s h a s n e v e r b e e n 
p e r m i t t e d t o a d m i n i s t e r his d i o c e s e . 

B i s h o p V i n c e n t a s Sladkevičius, c o n s e c r a t e d i n 1957, w a s k e p t u n d e r 
severe g o v e r n m e n t re s t r ic t ions unti l 1982. In 1965, M o n s i g n o r J u o z a s 
L a b u k a s - M a t u l a i t i s was c o n s e c r a t e d i n R o m e t o h e a d t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f 
K a u n a s a n d t h e D i o c e s e o f Vilkaviškis. T w o n e w b i s h o p s w e r e c o n s e c r a t e d i n 
1969: B i s h o p R o m u a l d a s K r i k š č i ū n a s w a s a p p o i n t e d A p o s t o l i c A d ­
m i n i s t r a t o r o f t h e D i o c e s e o f Panevėžys , a n d B i s h o p L i u d a s Povi lonis w a s 
a p p o i n t e d auxil iary t o B i s h o p L a b u k a s , a n d s u c c e e d e d h i m after his d e a t h i n 
1979. 

I n 1982, B i s h o p Sladkevič ius was p e r m i t t e d t o r e t u r n t o his d i o c e s e a s 
A p o s t o l i c A d m i n i s t r a t o r o f Kaiš iadorys . F a t h e r A n t a n a s V a i č i u s w a s n a m e d 
b i s h o p a n d A p o s t o l i c A d m i n i s t r a t o r o f t h e D i o c e s e o f Tel š ia i a n d t h e P r e l a -
t u r e o f K l a i p ė d a . 

J u o z a s P r e i k š a s was c o n s e c r a t e d b i s h o p i n 1984 a n d n a m e d Auxi l iary 
t o B i s h o p Povi lonis, w h o m h e s u c c e e d e d a s A p o s t o l i c A d m i n i s t r a t o r u p o n t h e 
l a t t e r ' s r e t i r e m e n t in 1988. B i s h o p V l a d a s Michelev ič ius , c o n s e c r a t e d in 1986, 
r e m a i n s a s auxiliary A p o s t o l i c A d m i n i s t r a t o r . I n 1983, B i s h o p K r i k š č i ū n a s 
r e s i g n e d a s A p o s t o l i c A d m i n i s t r a t o r o f Panevėžys , r e p l a c e d b y M s g r . 
K a z i m i e r a s D u l k s n y s a s V i c a r C a p i t u l a r . I n 1988, B i s h o p S ladkevič ius w a s 
n a m e d C a r d i n a l . 

R e l a x a t i o n o f p r e s s u r e o n re l ig ious be l ievers s o o n r e v e a l e d t h a t t h e 
L i t h u a n i a n p e o p l e w e r e still d e e p l y re l ig ious. I t w a s d e c i d e d in t h e mid-fif­
ties t o r e s u m e t h e a t t a c k . T h e p r i n c i p a l m e a n s o f a t t a c k w o u l d b e u n l i m i t e d 
m o r a l p r e s s u r e , s ince physical t e r r o r s e e m e d only t o s t r e n g t h e n a n d unify t h e 
faithful. 

I n 1972, t h e C h r o n i c l e o f t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h i n L i t h u a n i a , 
c l a n d e s t i n e l y p u b l i s h e d in that c o u n t r y , b e g a n to r e a c h t h e free w o r l d a t ir­
r e g u l a r intervals . Pr imar i ly i n t e n d e d t o k e e p C a t h o l i c s i n L i t h u a n i a i n f o r m e d 
of t h e s i t u a t i o n of t h e C h u r c h t h e r e , t h e s e L i t h u a n i a n s a m i z d a t a l so serve as a 
c o n s t a n t a p p e a l to t h e free w o r l d n o t to forget t h e pl ight o f a p e o p l e s t rug­
gling against o v e r w h e l m i n g o d d s t o d e f e n d t h e i r re l ig ious bel iefs a n d t o r e g a i n 
the i r b a s i c h u m a n r ights . 

Rev. C a s i m i r Pugevičius 
Trans la tor 
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A p p e a r i n g s ince 1972 
R e a d this a n d p a s s i t o n ! 

This issue is dedicated to Cardinal Vincentas Sladkevičius of the Catholic 

Church in Lithuania. 

C H R O N I C L E OF T H E CATHOLIC C H U R C H IN LITHUANIA, N O . 78 

In this issue: 
1 . W e T h a n k O u r H o l y F a t h e r , J o h n P a u l I I 2 
2 . We C o n g r a t u l a t e C a r d i n a l V i n c e n t a s S ladkevič ius 2 
3. C a r d i n a l a t i a l L i t h u a n i a 3 
4 . P e t i t i o n s a n d P r o t e s t s 1 1 
5 . R a i d s a n d I n t e r r o g a t i o n s 2 2 
6 . O u r P r i s o n e r s 2 5 

7 . N e w s F r o m t h e D i o c e s e s 3 1 
8 . In t h e Soviet S c h o o l 38 

L i t h u a n i a Ju ly 1 6 , 1 9 8 8 

Chronicle of the Catholic Ch'.'rch in Lithuania, No. 78 1 



W E T H A N K O U R H O L Y F A T H E R , J O H N P A U L I I 

H o l y F a t h e r , t o d a y i t i s difficult to f ind sui table w o r d s for C a t h o l i c 
L i t h u a n i a to e x p r e s s to you as i t wi shes its s i n c e r e g r a t i t u d e a n d love for all t h e 
a t t e n t i o n you have lavished on o u r tiny n a t i o n . 

A fresh p i e c e of g o o d n e w s h a s r e a c h e d us t h a t B i s h o p V i n c e n t a s S lad­
kevičius h a s b e e n a p p o i n t e d P r e s i d e n t o f t h e B i s h o p s ' C o n f e r e n c e a n d C a r d i n a l 
for L i t h u a n i a . T h e C a r d i n a l ' s a p p o i n t m e n t is a p r e c i o u s gift; i t i s an i m p o r t a n t 
a n d meaningfu l event for t h e e n t i r e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h o f L i t h u a n i a , a n d for t h e 
n a t i o n . We resolve to be wor thy o f it. 

T h e e levat ion to t h e c a r d i n a l a t e of B i s h o p Sladkevič ius - w h o h a s suf­
fered m a n y injustices, insults, a n d p e r s e c u t i o n s - is for us, l ike a b e a c o n on t h e 
s t o r m y sea, w h e r e t h e r e is often a g r e a t d a n g e r of b e c o m i n g lost w h e n it is dif­
f icul t to d is t inguish t r u t h f rom lies; i t i s an e n c o u r a g e m e n t to us n o t to r u n f rom 
difficulties a n d d a n g e r s , b u t t o s t a n d fast b e n e a t h t h e b a n n e r o f C h r i s t t h r o u g h 
f requent ly difficult days in t h e life of t h e C h u r c h in o u r c o u n t r y . 

H o l y F a t h e r , m a y o u r t h a n k s for t h e love a n d c o n c e r n you have s h o w n 
o u r n a t i o n a n d C h u r c h b e t h e s o l e m n resolve o f all o f u s t o r e m a i n faithful t o 
t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c C h u r c h , a n d t o s u p p o r t you ceaseless ly b y o u r sacrif ice a n d 
p r a y e r . 

W i t h r e s p e c t a n d love, 
T h e C a t h o l i c s o f L i t h u a n i a 

W E C O N G R A T U L A T E C A R D I N A L V I N C E N T A S SLADKEVIČIUS 

Y o u r E s t e e m e d E m i n e n c e , a wave o f joy a n d thanksg iv ing t o G o d 
r u s h e d over o u r h o m e l a n d , L i t h u a n i a , w h e n w e l e a r n e d o f y o u r e levat ion a n d 
a p p o i n t m e n t a s c a r d i n a l . F o r twenty-four years , w e saw you pat ient ly b e a r i n g 
t h e exile 's lot. W e w a t c h e d a n d w o n d e r e d a t t h e w o r k o f G o d wi thin you, a n d 
t h r o u g h you. 

W e have w i t n e s s e d with w h a t d e v o t i o n you l a b o r e d i n t h e tiny p a r i s h 
of N e m u n ė l i o Radvil iškis, on t h e very b o r d e r of Latvia, a n d in t h e p a r i s h of 
P a b e r ž ė , you u s e d to p l a n t h e s o l e m n l i turgical c e l e b r a t i o n o f holy days; you 
u s e d to expla in t h e w o r d o f G o d , solemnly, s incerely, a n d sensitively, jus t a s you 
expla in i t so lemnly a n d s incerely t o d a y to c r o w d s of t h e faithful in t h e t h o u s a n d s . 
Y o u r humility, simplicity, a n d your ascet ica l m o d e o f life, h a s o r n a m e n t e d a n d 
c o n t i n u e t o o r n a m e n t your p e r s o n , a n d force m o r e t h a n o n e o f u s t o t h i n k a n d 
reas ses s o u r c h o s e n values . 

U n d e r s t a n d i n g well tha t your n e w responsib i l i t ies a r e very s e r i o u s a n d 
difficult, we resolve to s u p p o r t you by p r a y e r a n d sacrifice, a n d in t h e f i r s t p l a c e , 
b y loyalty a n d o b e d i e n c e . T h r o u g h t h e i n t e r c e s s i o n o f t h e B l e s s e d Virgin M a r y , 
w e p r a y t h e M o s t H i g h that you w o u l d always b e s u p p o r t e d b y t h e D i v i n e Spir i t 
o f s teadfas tness , u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d w i s d o m . 

W i t h r e s p e c t a n d love, 
T h e C a t h o l i c o f L i t h u a n i a 
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C A R D I N A L A T I A L L I T H U A N I A 

(Cardinal Vmcentas Sladkevičoius's July 12, 1988 sermon delivered at 

Marijampoli, celebrating the Solemnity of the Blessed Archbishop Jurgis 

Matulaitis.) 

I h a v e r e t u r n e d from a long j o u r n e y . F r o m t h e c e n t e r of o u r C h r i s ­
tianity, t h e E t e r n a l City o f R o m e , I b r i n g you t h e b less ing a n d love of t h e H o l y 
F a t h e r a n d for o u r land, t h e title, p r o m o t i o n , a n d h o n o r o f C a r d i n a l . 

T o w h o m d o e s this title, h o n o r , a n d p r o m o t i o n b e l o n g ? N o t t o m e , m y 
be loved, b u t t o you, t h e e n t i r e L i t h u a n i a n n a t i o n . T o C h r i s t i a n L i t h u a n i a . F o r 
h e r i s this t it le of C a r d i n a l , for h e r i s m e a n t this h o n o r a n d d i s t i n c t i o n of C a r ­
dina l ! 

Y o u a r e t h e p o s s e s s o r s of this t it le a n d h o n o r ; I am only its b e a r e r , car­
rying i t in my h a n d s a n d in my h e a r t . I myself am n o t w o r t h y of this n o b l e t it le. 
You, or r a t h e r , o u r e n t i r e na t ion, by its six h u n d r e d years of C h r i s t i a n living, 
d e d i c a t i o n , suffering, loyalty to t h e H o l y See, its high m o r a l life, a n d its b e a u t i ­
ful L i t h u a n i a n C h r i s t i a n c u l t u r e , has e a r n e d this h o n o r a b l e title, h o n o r a n d dis­
t inct ion as C a r d i n a l . 

N o w we c a n say that o u r n a t i o n i s a c a r d i n a l a t i a l n a t i o n . Saint P e t e r 
o n c e said that you a r e a c h o s e n r a c e , a c o n s e c r a t e d n a t i o n , a royal p r i e s t h o o d . 
I f he s p o k e today, he w o u l d say, "You a r e a c a r d i n a l a t i a l na t ion . " 

T h a t this title of C a r d i n a l be longs not to me b u t to you, that i t i s your 
p r o p e r t y , t h e H o l y F a t h e r himself wi shed t o e m p h a s i z e w h e n h e said: 

"In your p e r s o n , I g r e e t a n d bless with love t h e C h u r c h of L i t h u a n i a 
a n d t h e e n t i r e L i t h u a n i a n n a t i o n . I d e d i c a t e t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h a n d all 
L i t h u a n i a t o t h e Blessed Virgin Mary, w h o m t h e L i t h u a n i a n s love s o m u c h , a n d 
w h o m they call u p o n u n d e r t h e beaut i ful title o f M o t h e r o f M e r c y . T h i s M a r i a n 
Y e a r , t h e a p p o i n t m e n t of a L i t h u a n i a n B i s h o p as a C a r d i n a l of t h e R o m a n 
C a t h o l i c C h u r c h , i s M a r y ' s gift for your n a t i o n . Be grateful for it, a n d k n o w h o w 
to be w o r t h y of it. M a y t h e B l e s s e d Virgin M a r y o b t a i n for you f rom h e r Div ine 
S o n an a b u n d a n c e of H i s gifts a n d blessings." 

W h e n on W e d n e s d a y , in St. P e t e r ' s S q u a r e , in t h e sight o f t h e C a r ­
dinals, t h e B i s h o p s , a n d a g r e a t c r o w d of w o r s h i p p e r s , P o p e J o h n P a u l II p l a c e d 
on my finger t h e C a r d i n a l ' s ring, my m i n d ' s eye was s p o n t a n e o u s l y p r e s e n t e d 
with t h e s c e n e from t h e G o s p e l in which we see Z a c h a e u s trying to see J e s u s , 
t h e Evangel i s t L u k e wri tes, " H e was anxious to see w h a t k ind o f m a n J e s u s was, 
but h e was t o o shor t a n d could not sec him for t h e c r o w d ; s o h e r a n a h e a d a n d 
c l i imbed a s y c a m o r e t r e e to c a t c h a g l impse of J e s u s w h o was to p a s s t h a t way. 
W h e n J e s u s r e a c h e d t h e spot , H e l o o k e d u p a n d s p o k e t o h i m : ' Z a c h a e u s , c o m e 
d o w n ! H u r r y b e c a u s e I m u s t stay at your h o u s e today. ' " 

T h i s G o s p e l s c e n e i s r e m a r k a b l y re f lected in t h e his tory of o u r n a t i o n . 
T h e L i t h u a n i a n s , for m a n y c e n t u r i e s , have d e s i r e d t o s e e J e s u s . T h e p a g a n 
rel igion o f t h e L i t h u a n i a n s testifies that t h e L i t h u a n i a n s s o u g h t G o d , w o r s h i p -
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p i n g H i m in t he mys te r ies o f n a t u r e which reflect G o d ' s beau ty , o m n i p o t e n c e 

a n d w i s d o m ; they y e a r n e d for t he t r u e G o d , H i m w h o i n t h e w o r d s o f t he A p o s t l e 

Pau l , i s "the image of t h e u n s e e n God" . 

A l a s , t he Chr i s t i an na t ions o f t h o s e days no t only fai led to h e l p t h e 

L i t h u a n i a n s to f ind J e sus , bu t on t he con t ra ry , in te r fe red , b l o c k e d H i m off, jus t 

a s t ha t noisy c r o w d b l o c k e d Z a c h a e u s . 

H e r e i s w h a t P o p e J o h n P a u l I I wr i tes a b o u t t h e s i tua t ion i n t h o s e days 

in his apos to l i c le t te r ce l eb ra t ing t h e six h u n d r e d - y e a r j u b i l e e of t h e B a p t i s m of 

t he L i t h u a n i a n na t ion : "Squeezed as in a vise b e t w e e n t h e E as t , f rom which t h e 

Slav p e o p l e s p r e s s e d close, a n d t h e Wes t , f rom wh ich c a m e t h e power fu l 

T e u t o n i c Knigh ts , your forefa thers , a l r eady a t t h e d a w n o f T h i r t e e n t h Cen tu ry , 

h a d conso l ida t ed t he s t r uc tu r e s o f an a u t o n o m o u s s ta te , a n d w e r e tenac ious ly 

c o m m i t t e d to de f end ing its i n d e p e n d e n c e a n d f r eedom. Th i s specif ic pol i t ical 

a n d g e o g r a p h i c c i r c u m s t a n c e s explain why the L i t h u a n i a n s for so long res i s t ed 

a c c e p t i n g t h e C r o s s from those w h o c a m e against t h e m with t h e s w o r d a n d 

t h r e a t e n e d to r e d u c e t h e m to subject ion." ( N o . 2 ) 

On ly in t h e F o u r t e e n t h Cen tu ry , by Div ine P r o v i d e n c e , t h e L i t h u a n i a n 

na t i on r e a c h e d t h e he ights f rom which i t cou ld no t only s ee J e sus , b u t a l so h e a r 

H i s voice - t he Savior ' s G o o d News : "I mus t stay at your h o u s e today." 

A t t he t i m e w h e n the L i t h u a n i a n na t i on r ece ived J e s u s t h r o u g h the 

g r a c e of t he S a c r a m e n t o f Basp t i sm, t he a b u n d a n c e of G o d ' s b less ing f i l l ed o u r 

na t ion : J e s u s r e m a i n e d in ou r mids t , so to speak , a t h o m e . In this h o m e , he h a s 

b e e n living for six h u n d r e d years now, f i l l ing i t with H i s b less ings , gene rous ly 

d i s t r ibu t ing H i s gifts. 

O u r saints , w h o m we v e n e r a t e , imi ta te a n d love, l ike Saint Cas imi r , 

like t he B les sed A r c h b i s h o p Jurg i s Matu la i t i s , w h o s e so lemni ty we c o m ­

m e m o r a t e so festively today, t h e coun t l e s s mar ty r s w h o d i ed for t he Fa i th , w h o m 

we c o m m e m o r a t e wi th w o n d e r a n d wi th resolve t o imi ta t e t h e m , t h e en t i r e na ­

t ion of be l ievers , d i s t inguished by simplici ty a n d s teadfas t faith, has b e e n c lear ­

ly wi tness ing to eve ryone for s ix -hundred yea r s now, tha t G o d assists ou r na t i on 

wi th H i s g r a c e . 

We see a n e w sign of this b less ing in t he e levat ion of o n e of h e r sons 

to t he h o n o r a n d du t i e s of a Ca rd ina l . He is, in all r e s p e c t s , t he very least : b o r n 

of p o o r p a r e n t s , exiled for twenty-four yea r s f rom his d iocese , never having h a d 

c o n t a c t wi th t he b i s h o p s of o t h e r d ioceses a n d o t h e r coun t r i e s . So i t i s wi th 

r e a s o n tha t ou r fellow c o u n t r y m e n cons ide r t h e a p p o i n t m e n t of a L i t h u a n i a n as 

C a r d i n a l to be a r ecogn i t ion a n d p r o m o t i o n of t he L i t h u a n i a n na t i on itself. 

I t is, a t t h e s a m e t ime, a sign of t he H o l y F a t h e r ' s spec ia l love a n d e s ­

t e e m for L i thuan ia . Al l this I w i tnessed w h e n I t ook p a r t in t he ce l eb ra t i on of 

t he ins ta l la t ion o f t he ca rd ina l s . W h e r e v e r we wen t , we w e r e m e t wi th a p p l a u s e 

a n d we cou ld h e a r talk; b u t i t was no t my n a m e which was m e n t i o n e d , no t my 

p e r s o n . E v e r y w h e r e was h e a r d t he word , "Lituania!" - L i thuan ia , its l and a n d 
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t r oub le s , its ch i ld ren ' s sufferings, cross , a n d b l o o d p o u r e d ou t for t he faith. 

D u r i n g t hose so l emn days, ou r l anguage b e c a m e o n e o f t h e mos t im­

p o r t a n t , even a t t he Va t i can . W h e n t h e p r a y e r o f t he faithful was r e a d , even 

t h o u g h t h e r e w e r e ca rd ina l s f rom all over t he wor ld , i t was t h e L i t h u a n i a n lan­

g u a g e which was i nc luded a m o n g those in which t h e p r aye r s o f t h e faithful w e r e 

r e a d . I t was t h e s e c o n d o n e h e a r d , after Engl i sh . T h i s i s a sign tha t by o r d e r s of 

t h e H o l y F a t h e r , we w e r e especial ly h o n o r e d a n d exaul ted . I t rus t t ha t this was 

felt by t h e en t i r e p e o p l e of L i thuan ia , t hose w h o r e m a i n e d h e r e in t he l and of 

ou r fa thers a n d forefa thers , a n d the emig res . T h e L i t h u a n i a n l a n g u a g e a n d the 

h e a r t of t he L i thuan i an , till n o w still, so to speak , b e g a n again to pu l s e wi th its 

beaut i ful na t iona l life. 

I w o u l d like to r e a d from the le t ter of a L i t h u a n i a n girl living a b r o a d : 

"I do no t k n o w your a d d r e s s , bu t I t rus t tha t t he se w o r d s will r e a c h you. I b e g 

your p a r d o n for da r ing to wr i te to you. Y o u do no t k n o w m e . I am L i thuan ian , 

I was b o r n a n d g r ew up in Sco t l and . My fa ther was from I r e l a n d a n d my m o t h e r 

was L i t h u a n i a n , so L i t huan i a i s d e a r to m e , even t hough I have no t s e e n it, a n d 

m a y neve r see it. I am g lad to r e a d in an Eng l i sh - l anguage C a t h o l i c n e w s p a p e r 

tha t the Ho ly F a t h e r h a s a p p o i n t e d a C a r d i n a l for L i t huan i a . T h i s is a g rea t 

h o n o r for L i t huan i a a n d for all L i t h u a n i a n s wor ld -wide . I am wri t ing this little 

le t te r t o d a y congra tu l a t i ng you on your n e w dut ies , a n d I wish you G o d ' s b less­

ing a n d success in your work . I offer my g o o d wishes , t o g e t h e r wi th a p rayer : 

M a y G o d a n d His M o t h e r , Mary , k e e p you u n d e r the i r holy p r o t e c t i o n . W i t h 

love a n d p rayer , a C a r m e l i t e N u n w h o has c h o s e n the n a m e M a r y J o s e p h o f t h e 

Chi ld Jesus ." D u r i n g the festive days, m o r e t h a n o n e L i t h u a n i a n a b r o a d felt his 

L i t h u a n i a n roo t s . 

I have a s s u m e d the obl igat ion of gua rd ing , defending , a n d ma in t a in ­

ing not only t he Ca rd ina l ' s t i t le, bu t a lso my en t i r e na t ion , its faith, a n d the lan­

g u a g e of our fa thers a n d forefa thers , so tha t we might all be wor thy of the title, 

a ca rd ina la t i a l na t ion . 

I well u n d e r s t a n d wha t a g rea t responsibi l i ty a n d w h a t g rea t difficul­

t ies await m e ; I see my w e a k n e s s a n d the l imits of my s t r eng th which is k n o w n 

to everyone , bu t I t rus t comple te ly as Dav id d id once , no t in a r m s , no t in my 

own p o w e r s , bu t in t he L o r d . G o d i s my rock a n d my for t ress . 

I am s t r e n g t h e n e d by the w o r d s of G o d h e a r d in t he S c r i p t u r e . "My 

g r a c e is e n o u g h for you, for my might shows itself bes t in weakness . " 

T o g e t h e r with t he A p o s t l e Pau l , then , I re joice in my w e a k n e s s e s , 

d e m o t i o n s , humi l ia t ions , unp l e san tnes s , p e r s e c u t i o n s a n d o p p r e s s i o n for 

Chr is t . F o r be ing weak , I am s t rong . 

I call u p o n the L o r d : "O G o d , r ega rd l e s s of my w e a k n e s s a n d tha t of 

the na t ion , m a k e me a n d ou r na t ion a sign of b less ing to eve ryone , eve rywhere . 

I c o m m e n d myself a n d ou r little L i thuan ia to t he p r o t e c t i o n of ou r d e a r M o t h e r 

M a r y a n d the in te rcess ion of B lessed Ju rg i s Matula i t i s ." 
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O n e t ime in C a n a of Ga l i l ee , by t he in te rcess ion of ou r H e a v e n l y 

M o t h e r , t he g rea t mi rac l e o f c h a n g e took p lace , which evoked t h e cry, "You 

have kep t t he bes t unt i l now!" 

T h e r e a r e signs o f c h a n g e today mani fes t ing themse lves in o u r mids t , 

in o u r count ry . T o d a y you can car ry t he t r ico lor t h r o u g h ou r s t ree t s , you can , 

a long with ou r be loved hymn, Marija, Marija, s ing t he na t iona l a n t h e m . T h e s e 

a r e t he f i r s t signs o f c h a n g e ; we await m o r e o f t h e m . We t rus t i n t h e L o r d . 

T h e r e a r e t oo few of these signs of c h a n g e for us, we have b e e n 

w r o n g e d t oo m u c h . W i t h r e g a r d to rel igion, we have lost t o o m u c h , so we can ­

not k e e p silent t oday a n d say no th ing . 

I f t o d a y in ou r count ry , L i thuan ia , t h e r e a r e so m a n y c h u r c h e s c losed , 

i f o u r capi ta l , Vi lnius , d o e s not have its own c a t h e d r a l , i f t he C h u r c h of Saint 

Cas imi r has b e e n conve r t ed in to a m u s e u m of a the i sm to despo i l it, c a n we 

L i t h u a n i a n s be si lent a n d be satisfied with jus t t hose little c r u m b s t h r o w n from 

the b a n q u e t t ab le? T h e g o v e r n m e n t a the is t s i n the i r b r a z e n n e s s have t r i ed to 

c la im tha t we ourse lves w a n t e d to c lose chu rches , a n d even a s k e d tha t they be 

c losed , w h e n in reali ty, i t was Stalin a n d his fol lowers w h o c losed t h e c h u r c h e s . 

Th i s is a pub l i c s h a m e . 

T o d a y , as we c e l e b r a t e t he feast o f ou r B lessed A r c h b i s h o p Ju rg i s 

Matu la i t i s , with specia l devo t ion a n d spi r i tual uplift, we t rus t in t he L o r d ' s g r ace 

a n d the in te rcess ion of our heavenly M o t h e r Mary , a n d the in t e rces s ion of 

Blessed Jurg is . 

We trust tha t t he mi rac le of change , b e g u n in ou r count ry , will manifes t 

itself in all its b e a u t y a n d w o n d e r , a n d with all t he r e w a r d which G o d , our 

C r e a t o r , has p r o m i s d for loyalty to t he C h u r c h a n d for o b e d i e n c e a n d love for 

the A p o s t o l i c See . 

O u r f i r s t obl igat ion i s to r ecogn ize the w o r d s o f ou r H e a v e n l y M o t h e r , 

" D o all tha t he tells you." 

Le t us do all tha t J e s u s tells us; let us ca r ry out wha t He t e a c h e s us 

t h r o u g h His holy C h u r c h . 

In R o m e , we w e r e no t only e leva ted ; o u r L i t huan i a was in a r e m a r k ­

ab le way, magnif ied. F r o m history, we k n o w tha t L i t h u a n i a n w a r r i o r s r e a c h e d 

the Black Sea , a n d today, with this e levat ion to t h e C a r d i n a l a t e , we have r e a c h e d 

Italy. O n e pa r i sh in t he land of Italy has b e c o m e a L i t h u a n i a n pa r i sh . By the 

H o l y F a t h e r ' s a p p o i n t m e n t o f me to t he C a r d i n a l a t e , t he 18,000 soul pa r i sh of 

t he H o l y Spiri t has b e e n ass igned to ou r count ry , to L i thuan ia . T h e r e I offered 

Holy M a s s a n d p r e a c h e d the w o r d o f G o d . 

T o c o n q u e r t he wor ld , w e d o n ' t n e e d wars , w e don ' t n e e d a r m s , w e 

c a n c o n q u e r i t in a m u c h nob le r a n d wiser fashion by ou r holy C a t h o l i c Fa i th , 

o u r loyalty to G o d , a n d to t he C h u r c h . 

T h e r e , in Italy, in my n e w Li thuan ia , my n e w L i t h u a n i a n pa r i sh , en ­

d ing my r e m a r k s , I a d d r e s s e d the faithful, in spir i t a l r eady ou r p e o p l e , 
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L i t h u a n i a n s : 
" I have c o m e to you so t h a t I m i g h t b less you, so t h a t t o g e t h e r wi th you 

I might p r a y wi th you for y o u r i n t e n t i o n s a n d m i n d ; I h a v e c o m e f r o m a d i s t a n t 
l and, f rom my b e l o v e d L i t h u a n i a . I t i s a smal l n a t i o n , i t d o e s n o t h a v e f r e e d o m , 
i t i s walk ing t h e W a y of t h e C r o s s , b u t i t i s alive, i t h a s its o w n r ich n a t i o n a l cul­
t u r e a n d its u n s h a k e a b l e C a t h o l i c F a i t h a n d loyalty t o t h e A p o s t o l i c S e e . M y 
c o u n t r y a n d c h u r c h , i t i s t r u e , i s suffering. B u t t h e y h a v e n o t b e e n b r o k e n a n d 
a r e n o t los ing c o u r a g e o r h o p e . O n t h e c o n t r a r y , wi th a lively faith, t h e y r e p e a t 
with Saint P a u l , ' W e a r e i n difficulties o n all s ides, b u t n e v e r c o r n e r e d ; w e s e e 
n o a n s w e r t o o u r p r o b l e m s , b u t n e v e r d e s p a i r ; w e h a v e b e e n p e r s e c u t e d , b u t 
n e v e r d e s e r t e d ; k n o c k e d d o w n , b u t n e v e r kil led; always, w h e r e v e r w e m a y b e , 
w e c a r r y wi th u s i n o u r b o d y t h e d e a t h o f J e s u s , s o t h a t t h e life o f J e s u s t o o m a y 
always be s e e n in o u r body. ' 

"Today, t h e w h o l e w o r l d i s mindful o f C a t h o l i c L i t h u a n i a , i m p r e s s e d 
wi th t h e d e e p faith o f L i t h u a n i a . O u r faith h a s b e e n t r i e d a n d p r o v e n b y t h e 
b l o o d of m a r t y r s a n d t h e c o u n t l e s s sufferings o f confessors . " 

I f inished m y r e m a r k s , express ing t h e h o p e t h a t w e w o u l d b e c o m e 
s h a r e r s i n o n e a n o t h e r ' s sp i r i tua l r e w a r d s . " I wish a n d p r a y t h e L o r d t h a t y o u r 
love a n d faithfulness t o C h r i s t a n d H i s C h u r c h , a n d o u r s , w o u l d m e r g e i n t o o n e 
powerfu l C r e d o , ' I bel ieve ' . I n t o o n e joy of t h e faith, striving for heaven." 

L o r d , I bel ieve. M a k e me bel ieve m o r e fully. L o r d , you k n o w t h a t I a n d 
m y n a t i o n a r e r e s o v e d t o love you wi th o u r w h o l e h e a r t a n d wi th all o u r s t r e n g t h . 
H e l p u s t o love you ever m o r e a n d m o r e . M a r y , O u r B l e s s e d M o t h e r , s u p p o r t 
this o u r p r a y e r a n d o u r longings with y o u r Div ine Son, J e s u s C h r i s t . A m e n . 

T h i s year, o n e joyful p i e c e o f n e w s after t h e o t h e r r e a c h e d L i t h u a n i a 
f rom t h e V a t i c a n . D u r i n g ad limina visit for t h e b i s h o p s of L i t h u a n i a to t h e H o l y 
F a t h e r , H i s Excel lency, B i s h o p V i n c e n t a s S ladkevič ius w a s a p p o i n t e d C h a i r ­
m a n o f t h e L i t h u a n i a n B i s h o p s ' C o n f e r e n c e . C a t h o l i c L i t h u a n i a i s s incere ly 
h a p p y wi th this d e c i s i o n o f t h e H o l y S e e . T h e a p p o i n t m e n t o f a b i s h o p w h o w a s 
in exile for l o n g y e a r s to this h igh C h u r c h p o s t insp i res t h e clergy a n d laity o f 
L i t h u a n i a for fur ther s t ruggle a n d loyalty to t h e s a c r e d c a u s e of C h r i s t ; i t gives 
joy a n d s t r e n g t h . 

I t s t r e n g t h e n s us in t h e k n o w l e d g e t h a t t h e p a t h o f s t rugg le a n d suffer­
ing for t h e p a s t d e c a d e s , w h e n in d e f e n s e o f t h e r ights o f C h u r c h a n d n a t i o n i t 
was n e c e s s a r y t o reso lve n o t t o fear p r e s s u r e s a n d p e r s e c u t i o n b y t h e g o v e r n ­
m e n t a t h e i s t s - a n d for m o r e t h a n o n e to t a k e r isks e v e n a t t h e cos t o f f r e e d o m 
a n d life ~ w a s r ight . 

Soviet g o v e r n m e n t a g e n c i e s r e a c t e d o t h e r w i s e . T h e V i c e C h a i r m a n 
for C a t h o l i c Affairs of t h e C o u n c i l for R e l i g i o u s Affairs in M o s c o w , K u z n e t s o v , 
m e e t i n g t h e L i t h u a n i a n b i s h o p s r e t u r n i n g f rom R o m e , c lear ly d i d n o t h i d e his 
dissat i s fact ion. H e f o r b a d e t h e m t o c o n t i n u e t o L i t h u a n i a b e f o r e t h e r e t u r n o f 
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C h a i r m a n K h a r c h e v of t h e C o u n c i l for Rel ig ious Affairs. 
T a k i n g t h e b i s h o p s to t h e hote l , he c o n f e r r e d for a long t ime, n o t wi th 

t h e b i s h o p s themselves , b u t with t h e u n w a n t e d travel c o m p a n i o n s a s s i g n e d t o 
t h e m , M s g r . A n t a n a s Bitvinskas a n d F a t h e r P r a n c i š k u s V a i č e k o n i s . 

Af ter t h e or ig inal h e a t h a d c o o l e d , t h e b i s h o p s w e r e a l lowed t o r e t u r n 
t o L i t h u a n i a S u n d a y , M a y 1 , o n c o n d i t i o n t h a t w i t h o u t t h e p e r m i s s i o n o f M o s ­
cow, n e i t h e r t h e n e w P r e s i d e n t o f t h e B i s h o p s ' C o n f e r e n c e , B i s h o p V i n c e n t a s 
Sladkevičius, n o r his V ice P r e s i d e n t , B i s h o p A n t a n a s Vaič ius , w o u l d a s s u m e 
the i r n e w d u t i e s . 

Incidenta l ly , B i s h o p Sladkevič ius w a s g r e e t e d in M o s c o w by yet 
a n o t h e r s u r p r i s e : W h e n h e left t h e h o t e l briefly with B i s h o p Vaič ius , u n k n o w n 
individuals w h o b r o k e in to the i r r o o m " c h e c k e d " B i s h o p Sladkevič ius ' su i tcase 
a n d m a d e off with t h e official d o c u m e n t s b r o u g h t f rom R o m e . 

N o r did t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r for Rel ig ious Affairs for L i t h u a n i a , P e t r a s 
Ani l ionis , s h o w any g o o d will. O n t h e contrary , h e b e r a t e d t h e n e w P r e s i d e n t o f 
t h e B i s h o p s ' C o n f e r e n c e , its f i r s t " u n p e r m i s s a b l e " m o v e — t h e d e c i s i o n of t h e 
B i s h o p s ' C o n f e r e n c e t o c h a n g e t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e K a u n a s S e m i n a r y 
w i t h o u t ask ing t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r . O n l y w h e n h e r e a l i z e d t h a t t h e e s c a l a t i o n o f 
t h e conflict w o u l d p r e s e n t t h e wel l-publ ic ized pol icy o f r e s t r u c t u r i n g a n d 
d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n to t h e res t o f t h e w o r l d in a b a d light, w a s t h e d e c i s i o n m a d e 
t o g o a long with t h e s e direct ives f rom R o m e . 

H a r d l y a m o n t h w e n t by w h e n o n c e again, j o y o u s n e w s r e a c h e d us f rom 
t h e V a t i c a n : t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e B i s h o p s ' C o n f e r e n c e o f L i t h u a n i a , V i n c e n t a s 
Sladkevičius, h a d b e e n a p p o i n t e d C a r d i n a l . A wave of joy r u s h e d a c r o s s 
L i t h u a n i a . C a t h o l i c L i t h u a n i a , after quiet ly see ing B i s h o p S ladkevič ius off to 
R o m e , g r e e t e d t h e r e t u r n i n g C a r d i n a l on t h e m o r n i n g o f July 7 wi th g r e a t e n ­
t h u s i a s m a n d L i t h u a n i a n t r ico lors i n t h e r a i l r o a d s ta t ions o f Vi lnius a n d K a u n a s . 
P a r t i c u l a r l y impress ive was t h e w e l c o m e i n K a u n a s . 

C o m i n g t o t h e r a i l r o a d s ta t ion t o g r e e t t h e r e t u r n i n g C a r d i n a l o f 
L i t h u a n i a w e r e T h e i r Exce l lenc ies L i u d a s Povi lonis, J u o z a s P r e i k š a s , a n d A n ­
t a n a s Vaič ius, t h e faculty o f t h e seminary, a n d a g r o u p of p r i e s t s a n d semi­
n a r i a n s . W a i t i n g o n t h e p la t form, festively d r e s s e d , w e r e t h e faithful w h o h a d 
c o m e f rom var ious p l a c e s i n L i t h u a n i a : K a u n a s , Telš ia i , U k m e r g ė , Kybar ta i , 
a n d M a r i j a m p o l ė . W a v i n g i n t h e s t a t i o n was t h e L i t h u a n i a n t r i c o l o r a n d t w o 
P a p a l flags, a n d colorful signs: " W e t h a n k G o d a n d t h e P o p e for t h e C a r d i n a l ! " 
" T h e P o p e really loves L i t h u a n i a ! " " F o r t h e living, t h e r e a r e n o graves, a n d for 
a living c u r r e n t , t h e r e a r e no d a m s . " " T h e y ' r e bury ing Chr i s t , b u t C h r i s t lives!" 

T h o s e a s s e m b l e d g r e e t e d t h e C a r d i n a l a s h e a l i g h t e d f r o m t h e t r a i n 
with t h e h y m n "Marija, Marija." W e a r i n g n a t i o n a l c o s t u m e a n d w e a r i n g w r e a t h s 
o f r u e a n d flowers, girls g r e e t e d t h e C a r d i n a l wi th b o u q u e t s o f m u l t i - c o l o r e d 
flowers, a m o n g t h e m symbolical ly i n c l u d e d f lowers o f t h e f i e ld a n d s h e a v e s o f 
rye, c h a n t i n g w o r d s o f g r e e t i n g . I n t h e eyes o f m o r e t h a n o n e high C h u r c h dig-
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nitary a p p e a r e d t e a r s o f joy a n d hol iday festivity. T h e s e w e r e h i s t o r i c m o m e n t s : 
L i t h u a n i a g r e e t i n g its first C a r d i n a l . 

Af ter d e d i c a t i n g L i t h u a n i a a n d t h e C h u r c h t o t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f M a r y 
in prayer , a n d singing t h e n a t i o n a l a n t h e m a n d "Lietuva brangi," t h e faithful es­
c o r t e d C a r d i n a l Sladkevičius, t h e b i shops , a n d t h e pr ie s t s t o t h e s e m i n a r y . H e r e 
again, t h e C a r d i n a l was g r e e t e d b y t h e a s s e m b l e d faithful. F o r a b o u t t w o h o u r s , 
L i t h u a n i a n songs a n d h y m n s r a n g out i n t h e c o u r t y a r d , a n d p r a y e r s w e r e sa id 
for t h e p r i e s t - p r i s o n e r s Al fonsas Svar inskas a n d Sigitas T a m k e v i č i u s . 

Af ter t h e C a r d i n a l h a d r e s t e d a n d r e f r e s h e d himself after his j o u r n e y , 
t h e faithful a c c o m p a n i e d h i m t o t h e C a t h e d r a l o f Kai š iadorys , w h e r e t h e c ler­
gy a n d a large t h r o n g of t h e faithful a w a i t e d h im. At n o o n , C a r d i n a l S ladkevič ius , 
t o g e t h e r wi th A r c h b i s h o p Povi lonis a n d B i s h o p s Pre ikšas , Vaič ius , K r i k š č i ū n a s 
a n d Michelev ič ius , offered a M a s s of thanksgiv ing to G o d . 

I n his r e m a r k s , t h e C a r d i n a l r e a d g r e e t i n g s f rom O u r H o l y F a t h e r , 
J o h n P a u l II , a n d u r g e d t h e faithful to justify his wishes t h a t t h e y w o u l d always 
a n d e v e r y w h e r e t o b e faithful t o t h e Will o f G o d . 

I n M o s c o w , t h e r e c e p t i o n for t h e r e t u r n i n g C a r d i n a l was n o t w a r m this 
t ime, e i t h e r . T h e C h a i r m a n o f t h e C o u n c i l for R e l i g i o u s Affairs, K o n s t a n t i n 
K h a r c h e v , i m m e d i a t e l y p r e s e n t e d t h e C a r d i n a l with his first a s s i g n m e n t f rom 
t h e Soviet g o v e r n m e n t : t o s e p a r a t e t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f Vi lnius f rom t h e E c ­
clesiastical P r o v i n c e of P o l a n d , even t h o u g h t h e Annuario Pontificio d o e s n o t 
m e n t i o n any such, a n d t h e A r c h d i o c e s e of Vi lnius as a M e t r o p o l i t a n S e e i s 
direct ly Dejure r e s p o n s i b l e to R o m e . 

T h e C a t h o l i c s o f L i t h u a n i a , feeling n o rea l i n t e r f e r e n c e b y t h e l e a d e r ­
sh ip of t h e C h u r c h of P o l a n d in t h e eccles iast ical affairs of o u r country , d o e s 
n o t c o n s i d e r this q u e s t i o n i m p o r t a n t ! 

O n July 12, 1988, o n t h e F e a s t o f t h e B l e s s e d A r c h b i s h o p J u r g i s 
M a t u l a i t i s , all o f L i t h u a n i a c o n v e r g e d on M a r i j a m p o l ė as i t h a d t h e year b e f o r e , 
this t i m e , n o t just t o p r a y a t t h e t o m b o f t h e Blessed, b u t a lso t o c o n g r a t u l a t e 
t h e C a r d i n a l . B e f o r e t h e c e l e b r a t i o n , y o u n g p e o p l e d r e s s e d i n n a t i o n a l c o s t u m e 
a n d carry ing t h e L i t h u a n i a n flag a n d P a p a l flag, left t o m e e t t h e r e t u r n i n g C a r ­
dinal Sladkevičius . 

T h e s t r e e t s l e a d i n g to t h e c h u r c h w e r e full o f p e o p l e , all o f t h e m wait­
ing p a t i e n t l y unti l t h e y w o u l d b e able, b y s t o r m y a n d s i n c e r e a p p l a u s e , s h o u t s 
a n d hymns, to e x p r e s s the i r loyalty a n d love for t h e Chief S h e p h e r d o f t h e 
C a t h o l i c C h u r c h in L i t h u a n i a . In a p r o c e s s i o n in w h i c h all t h e b i s h o p s of 
L i t h u a n i a , a b o u t t w o h u n d r e d pr ies t s a n d a c r o w d of t h o u s a n d s of faithful p a r ­
t i c i p a t e d s inging " G o d i s O u r R e f u g e a n d O u r St rength" , H i s E m i n e n c e C a r ­
d ina l S ladkevič ius was e s c o r t e d in to t h e c h u r c h o f M a r i j a m p o l ė , w h e r e h e 
p r e s i d e d over services c e l e b r a t i n g t h e B l e s s e d A r c h b i s h o p J u r g i s M a t u l a i t i s . 

D u r i n g t h e s e r m o n w h i c h C a r d i n a l V i n c e n t a s S ladkevič ius himsel f 
p r e a c h e d , t h e sol idar i ty o f t h e c r o w d of t h e faithful s h o w e d itself severa l t i m e s 
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Cardinal Sladkevičius at Mass in St Theresa Church, Vilnius. 

in a p p l a u s e , so u n u s u a l in c h u r c h e s o f L i t h u a n i a . T h e faithful a d m i r e d t h e i r 
C a r d i n a l ' s humil i ty, a n d his d e e p love o f c o u n t r y a n d p e o p l e . Af ter M a s s , with 
t h e C a r d i n a l leading, b i shops , pr ies t s , a n d faithful p r a y e d a t t h e c a s k e t o f t h e 
B l e s s e d A r c h b i s h o p Matu la i t i s , a n d r e c i t e d t h e l itany i n his h o n o r . 

T h e joy o f t h e hol iday was d a m p e n e d s o m e w h a t b y t h e fact t h a t e x c e p t 
for t h e p e o p l e from M a r i j a m p o l ė , d e l e g a t i o n s o f t h e faithful w h i c h h a d c o m e 
f rom e l s e w h e r e w e r e not a l lowed t o g r e e t the i r s h e p h e r d publicly i n c h u r c h . 
W h e n t h e services w e r e over, h u n d r e d s o f t h e faithful a c c o m p a n i e d t h e c a r d i n a l 
to t h e rectory, at t h e d o o r of w h i c h t h e y h e l d a spec ia l k ind of rally. V e r s e s 
r e p l e t e with g r a t i t u d e t o G o d , d e d i c a t i o n t o t h e C h u r c h a n d d e t e r m i n a t i o n , al­
t e r n a t e d wi th folk-songs a n d h y m n s . 

U n d e r s t a n d i n g well t h e difficult a n d r e s p o n s i b l e d u t i e s o f t h e C a r d i n a l 
o f L i t h u a n i a , t h e p e o p l e r e n e w e d t h e i r resolve t o b e faithful t o t h e C h u r c h o f 
Chr i s t , t h r o u g h h e r leg i t imate s u p e r i o r s . 

Af ter g r e e t i n g their s h e p h e r d , C a r d i n a l Sladkevičius, t h e faithful d i d 
n o t leave t h e c h u r c h , c h u r c h y a r d or s t ree t s for a long t i m e . T h e s o l e m n i t y o f t h e 
B l e s s e d A r c h b i s h o p Jurg i s M a t u l a i t i s , July 12, last ing a l m o s t unti l evening, 
r e c a l l e d by its size a n d its j o y o u s hol iday spirit, a n a t i o n a l hol iday. 
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PETITIONS AND PROTESTS 

T o : G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y o f t h e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e o f t h e C o m m u n i s t 
P a r t y o f t h e Soviet U n i o n , M i k h a i l G o r b a c h e v 

C o p i e s t o : B i s h o p s o f L i t h u a n i a a n d A d m i n i s t r a t o r s o f D i o c e s e s 
F r o m : P r i e s t s o f t h e D i o c e s e o f Telš ia i a n d t h e P r e l a t u r e o f K l a i p e d a 

A Petition 

W h e n , in 1976, t h e Regulations for Religious Associations w e r e b e i n g 
p r e p a r e d , t h e b i s h o p s a n d pr ie s t s o f t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h i n L i t h u a n i a a p p e a l e d 
to t h e Soviet g o v e r n m e n t in writ ing, r e q u e s t i n g t h a t t h e Regulations be in con­
formity wi th C a t h o l i c Canon Law. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , n o r e g a r d was p a i d t o t h o s e wishes, a n d t h e Regula­

tions ru l ing re l ig ious life in o u r country, w e r e p r e p a r e d exclusively by atheis t i-
cally o r i e n t e d officials of t h e Soviet g o v e r n m e n t . 

P r i e s t s a n d faithful must a b i d e by Canon Law. As c i t izens of t h e 
U.S.S.R., t h e y m u s t a lso k e e p Soviet law. But this i s imposs ib le , s ince t h e C o n ­
s t i tu t ion c o n t r a d i c t s itself: W h i l e p r o c l a i m i n g t h e equal i ty of all c i t izens, i t im­
m e d i a t e l y d iv ides ci t izens in to two classes: non-be l iever s a n d bel ievers . 

N o n - b e l i e v e r s a r e g r a n t e d t h e r ight t o c o n d u c t a the i s t ic p r o p a g a n d a , 
a n d be l ievers — only to car ry o u t rel ig ious w o r s h i p . 

I n t h e d e s i r e t o b r i n g a b o u t t r u e equal i ty o f be l ievers a n d n o n -
bel ievers , a t h e i s m s h o u l d a lso b e s e p a r a t e d f rom t h e g o v e r n m e n t , jus t a s t h e 
C h u r c h is. A t h e i s m , like rel igion, s h o u l d be p r i v a t e . S i n c e a t this t i m e a t h e i s m 
is a g o v e r n m e n t m a t t e r , t h e law of s e p a r a t i o n of C h u r c h a n d s t a t e is b e i n g 
b r o k e n by t h a t very fact. I t i s b e i n g c a r r i e d o u t uni lateral ly : t h e C h u r c h i s n o t 
a l lowed to in ter fe re in g o v e r n m e n t affairs, whi le g o v e r n m e n t officials i n t e r f e r e 
in t h e c a n o n i c a l activities of t h e C h u r c h . 

T h e y d e t e r m i n e t h e age at which a p e r s o n will p r a c t i c e his or h e r 
rel igion, they i n t e r f e r e i n t h e C h u r c h ' s s t r u c t u r e , r e q u i r i n g that t h e c o m m u n i t y 
of t h e faithful be led, n o t by t h e pr iests , b u t by g o v e r n m e n t - a p p r o v e d laity. T h e y 
d e t e r m i n e t h e n u m b e r of s t u d e n t s for t h e seminary, they, in reality, see to cler­
g y a p p o i n t m e n t s , d e t e r m i n e w h e t h e r t o al low c h u r c h e s t o b e c o n s t r u c t e d o r not , 
r e m o d e l l e d o r n o t , e t c . 

In a w o r d , all C h u r c h activity is, in fact, r e g u l a t e d by a the i s t s . It h a s 
r e a c h e d t h e p o i n t t h a t present ly , a q u a r t e r o f t h e p a r i s h e s in L i t h u a n i a have 
b e e n left w i t h o u t pr ies t s , families of be l ievers have no a c c e s s to any re l ig ious 
l i t e r a t u r e , e x c e p t for p r a y e r b o o k s a n d c a t e c h i s m s ; for d e c a d e s p e r m i s s i o n h a s 
n o t b e e n given for r e p a i r o f b u r n e d - o u t c h u r c h e s (Ryliškes, Batak ia i , G a u r ė , e t c . 
In Batak ia i , c o n t r a r y to w h a t i s c l a i m e d in t h e pres s , to this day p e r m i s s i o n i s 
n o t b e i n g given t o r e c o n s t r u c t t h e c h u r c h . P e r m i s s i o n h a s b e e n given t o e r e c t 
a n ex tens ion t o t h e belfry.) T h e C h u r c h o f t h e Q u e e n o f P e a c e i n K l a i p e d a , bui l t 
by t h e faithful of K l a i p e d a , is still not b e i n g r e t u r n e d . 
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Our Lady Queen of Peace Church in Klaipėda. 

E v e n t h e highest g o v e r n m e n t officials d o n o t a c k n o w l e d g e t h e equa l i ty 
o f be l ievers a n d atheis t s . In official s p e e c h e s , t h e y d e m a n d m o r e active s trug­
gle against rel igion, t h e s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f a the i s t ic p r o p a g a n d a . In t h e p r e s e n t 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s , i t i s imposs ib le even to d r e a m t h a t s o m e o n e in g o v e r n m e n t 
w o u l d s p e a k for t h e benefi t of t h e faithful. 

H i g h s c h o o l s t u d e n t s w h o a r e bel ievers, all t h e m o r e t h o s e w h o h o l d 
pos i t ions , a r e in sp i te of official denia l s , in fact t h e vict ims of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 

T h e r e f o r e , we r e q u e s t that t h e inequal i ty of r ights of Soviet ci t izens, 
on t h e bas is o f ideology, be abo l i shed . 

Telš iai , F e b r u a r y 2, 1988 
S i g n e d by t h e following pr ies t s , F a t h e r s : 

K l e m e n s a s A r l a u s k a s 
P e t r a s Palš i s 
J o n a s Buče l i s 
A n t a n a s G a r j o n i s 
A n t a n a s Jurga i t i s 
I g n a c a s Ž e b e r s k i s 
A n u p r a s G a u r o n s k a s 
A n t a n a s Šeškevičius 
J u o z a s Šiurys 
A n t a n a s Gylys 
J o n a s P a u l a u s k a s 

V i n c a s Vėlavičius 
J o n a s Gedvi lą 
A d o l f a s P u d ž ė m y s 
V y t a u t a s S a d a u s k a s 
Bronis lovas L a t a k a s 
Čes lovas G o d l i a u s k a s 
A n t a n a s Š i m k u s 
P e t r a s Linkevič ius 
P r a n a s V e n c k u s 
V i n c e n t a s G a u r o n s k i s 
A l b i n a s A r n a š i u s 
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A n t a n a s Str iukis 
P e t r a s P u z a r a s 
J o n a s B o r u t a 
Stanis lovas I l inčius 
B r o n i u s B r a d ž i u s 
J u o z a p a s R u t a l ė 
Boles lovas J o n a u s k a s 
J u o z a p a s P a č i n s k a s 
K a z i m i e r a s Ž u k a s 
Bronis lovas B u r n e i k i s 
H e n r i k a s S i r t a u t a s 
V y t a u t a s M o t e k a i t i s 
A d o m a s A l m i n a s 
P e t r a s M e r l i ū n a s 
Liudvikas Š a r k a u s k a s 
A n t a n a s P e t r o n a i t i s 
P e t r a s N a š l ė n a s 
K l e m e n s a s P u i d o k a s 
P e t r a s J a s a s 
J o n a s K u s a s 
Z e n o n a s D e g u t i s 
V l a d a s Šlevas 
J u o z a p a s G r a b a u s k a s 
J o n a s K a u n e c k a s 
J u o z a p a s Širvaitis 
J u o z a p a s M a ž e l i s 
Aloyzas Volskis 
J u o z a p a s Miklovas 
J o n a s Vičiulis 
Stanis lovas A n u ž i s 
K o n s t a n t i n a s Jadvirš i s 
J o n a s R u d z i n s k a s 
V i n c e n t a s K l e b o n a s 
J u o z a s Šukys 
F e r d i n a n d a s Žilys 
Algis G e n u t i s 

L i u d a s D a m b r a u s k a s 
K a z i m i e r a s G a š č i ū n a s 
E d m u n d a s A t k o č i ū n a s 
Al fonsas P r i d o t k a s 
Z i g m a s Š i m k u s 
P e t r a s S t u k a s 
B e r n a r d a s Talaiš i s 
H e n r i k a s Šulcas 
Fel iksas Vala i t i s 
V y t a u t a s M i k u t a v i č i u s 
K a z i m e i r a s P r i a l g a u s k a s 
A n t a n a s I v a n a u s k a s 
K o n s t a n t i n a s Vėl ionišk is 
A l b e r t a s P r a n s k a i t i s 
A n t a n a s A u g u s t i s 
J u l i u s T a m o š a u s k a s 
J u o z a p a s J a n a u s k a s 
J u o z a p a s B u k a u s k a s 
J o n a s B u č i n s k a s 
P e t r a s B e r n o t a s 
Stanis lovas L e t u k a s 
P e t r a s V e n c k u s 
V y t a u t a s Ž v i r z d i n a s 
R o m u a l d a s Ž u l p a 
B r o n i u s R a c e v i č i u s 
K a z i m i e r a s R i m k u s 
A n t a n a s B u n k u s 
L i u d a s S e r a p i n a s 
L e o n a s Vese l i s 

Aloyzas O r a n t a s 
Stanis lovas E ž e r i n s k a s 
V y t a u t a s P e t r a u s k a s 
J o n a s P e t r a u s k i s 
Ju l i jonas Mišk in i s 
A l g i r d a s P a k a m a n i s 
T a d a s Knipav ič ius 
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T o : G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y o f t h e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e o f t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y 
o f t h e Soviet U n i o n , M i k h a i l G o r b a c h e v 

F r o m : C a t h o l i c s o f L i t h u a n i a 

A Petition 

W h i l e ce lebra t ing , in 1987, t h e 600-year anniversary of t h e B a p t i s m of 
L i t h u a n i a , w e w e r e s a d d e n e d b y n o t b e i n g ab le t o c e l e b r a t e this jub i lee , s o s p e ­
cial t o us, i n t h e h i s tor ic C a t h e d r a l o f Vilnius, o n t h a t s p o t w h e r e t h e b a p t i s m 
o f t h e L i t h u a n i a n s b e g a n , a n d w h e r e t h e ear th ly r e m a i n s o f V y t a u t a s t h e G r e a t , 
o n e o f t h o s e w h o b a p t i z e d L i t h u a n i a , rest . 

T h e C a t h e d r a l o f Vi lnius, t h e c e n t e r for t h e C a t h o l i c s o f L i t h u a n i a a n d 
a c h u r c h of t h e A r c h d i o c e s e of Vilnius, was c o n v e r t e d in to an ar t gal lery a n d 
c o n c e r t hall over thirty-five years ago . In p r e p a r a t i o n for t h e M i l l e n i u m of t h e 
B a p t i s m o f Russ ia , t h e O r t h o d o x bel ievers h a d t h e M o n a s t e r y o f D a n i l o v i n 
M o s c o w r e t u r n e d . 

W e r e q u e s t t h a t i n c o m m e m o r a t i o n o f t h e 600 j u b i l e e o f t h e B a p t i s m 
o f L i t h u a n i a , o u r n a t i o n a l shr ine , t h e C a t h e d r a l o f Vilnius, b e r e t u r n e d t o u s 
a l so. 

F r o m t h e p a r i s h e s o f K a u n a s : 
C a t h e d r a l - 893 ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y 300 s i g n a t u r e s 

conf i sca ted b y t h e K G B ) 
Šančia i - 880 

V y t a u t a s - 700 
O t h e r p a r i s h e s - 5280 

P a n e v ė ž y s C a t h e d r a l - 3485 
Ž e m a i č i ų Kalvari ja - 3577 
Leipa l ing i s - 1 1 9 3 
Valk in inka i - 863 
K a p č i a m i e s t i s - 530 
M i r o s l a v a s - 1 7 4 
Šakiai - 1 0 9 5 
Lukš ia i - 364 
Sasnava - 222 
G i ž a i - 1 3 5 
Višakio R ū d a - 742 
Kybar ta i - 784 
A l k s n ė n a i - 868 
K u l a u t u v a - 260 
S e r e d ž i u s - 443 
V e l i u o n a - 455 
G i r d ž i a i - 1 6 0 
J o n a v a - 989 
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K r e t i n g a - 220 
K a v a r s k a s - 600 
O t h e r p a r i s h e s - 6358 

T o : G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y o f t h e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e o f t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y 
o f t h e Soviet U n i o n , M i k h a i l G o r b a c h e v 

C o p y t o : T h e P r o c u r a t o r G e n e r a l o f t h e U.S.S .R. 
F r o m : C a t h o l i c s o f L i t h u a n i a 

A Pet i t ion 

W e a r e s h o c k e d b y t h e b r u t a l jud ic ia l t r e a t m e n t o f t h e y o u n g C a t h o l i c 
m a n , P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s , c a r r i e d o u t F e b r u a r y 2 , 1988, in t h e P e o p l e s ' C o u r t o f 
K a p s u k a s . G r a ž u l i s re fused t o r e p o r t for spec ia l mil i tary t ra in ing, a r g u i n g t h a t 
his C h r i s t i a n c o n s c i e n c e did n o t al low h i m to p a r t i c i p a t e in an a r m y w h i c h i s 
spil l ing i n n o c e n t b l o o d i n Afghanis tan, w h i c h h a s o c c u p i e d his h o m e l a n d , 
L i t h u a n i a , a n d d e f e n d s a the i s t ic ideology p e r s e c u t i n g t h e C h u r c h . T h e c o u r t 
a c k n o w l e d g e d his refusal, d i c t a t e d by beliefs on p r i n c i p l e , a s "refusal to r e p o r t 
for mil i tary t r a i n i n g b e c a u s e of selfish i n t e r e s t s w i t h o u t s e r i o u s r e a s o n . " 

T o r id icu le a p e r s o n ' s c o n s c i e n t i o u s convict ions, all t h e m o r e t o ac­
c u s e a y o u n g m a n o f selfishness, t h e y o u n g m a n going even t o p r i s o n o n a c c o u n t 
o f his beliefs, i s i n h u m a n e a n d a m o r a l . In o t h e r socialist c o u n t r i e s , t h e possibi l i ty 
o f a l t e r n a t i v e service i s c o n s i d e r e d a n d g r a n t e d t o indiv iduals u n a b l e o n a c c o u n t 
o f c o n s i c e n t i o u s or re l ig ious beliefs to serve in t h e a r m y b e a r i n g a r m s . 

W e d e m a n d t h a t s u c h a possibil ity b e p r o v i d e d i n t h e Soviet U n i o n , 
a n d t h a t P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s b e i m m e d i a t e l y r e l e a s e d . 

1988 
S i g n e d by: 

P a n e v ė ž y s (SS. P e t e r a n d P a u l ) - 3307 

Va lk in inka i - 8 5 1 
Šiauliai (St. G e o r g e ) - 1 6 5 3 
Šiaul iai (SS. P e t e r a n d P a u l ) - 1 4 0 2 

J u r b a r k a s - 595 
K ė d a i n i a i - 869 
Pasvalys - 5 7 1 

R o k i š k i s - 920 
Kupišk i s - 807 
U k m e r g ė - 724 
U t e n a - 1 3 6 2 
Anykšč ia i - 7 6 3 
Šakia i - 1 0 7 6 
P a k r u o j i s a n d R o z a l i m a s - 4 7 3 
G i r d ž i a i - 1 6 8 
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Eiš iškės - 84 
P u m p ė n a i - 1 8 0 
K r i n č i n a s - 243 
G i ž a i - 1 2 7 
N a u j a m i e s t i s (Panevėžys Rayon) - 295 
K a v a r s k a s - 715 
Ž e m a i č i ų Kalvari ja - 3475 
Leipa l ing i s - 1 1 7 3 
K a p č i a m i e s t i s - 518 
Kybarta i - 736 
Višakio R ū d a - 7 2 3 
A l k s n ė n a i - 947 
Lukšia i - 357 
Sasnava - 236 
V e l i u o n a s - 457 
S e r e d ž i u s - 449 
K u l a u t u v a - 260 
O t h e r p a r i s h e s - 5658 

T o : G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y o f t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f t h e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e 
o f t h e Soviet U n i o n , M i k h a i l G o r b a c h e v 

C o p y t o : B i s h o p s o f L i t h u a n i a 
F r o m : C a t h o l i c s o f L i t h u a n i a 

A Petition 

D u r i n g t h e night of Apr i l 2-3,1982, Soviet g o v e r n m e n t officials v a n d a l ­
ized a m e m o r i a l d e a r to t h e bel ieving publ ic , M a i d e n Hil l , in t h e Vil lage of P a s -
ruojas, Rayon o f Telš ia i . T h e a the i s t s d e m o l i s h e d t h e C h a p e l o f M a r y w h i c h 
h a d s t o o d t h e r e , s m a s h e d t h e s t a t u e s a n d d e s t r o y e d c r o s s e s w h i c h h a d b e e n 
e r e c t e d . 

M a i d e n Hil l h a s b e e n r e v e r e d b y t h e bel ieving p u b l i c s ince 1626. A t 
that t ime, so ld ier s o f t h e Swedish A r m y which h a d o v e r r u n L i t h u a n i a m a s s a c r e d 
o n M a i d e n Hil l y o u n g w o m e n w h o w o u l d not submit t o b e i n g d e s p o i l e d b y t h e 
so ld iers . O u t of r e s p e c t for their chastity, t h e p e o p l e e r e c t e d a c h a p e l a n d m a n y 
c r o s s e s in h o n o r o f t h e s e m a r t y r s . W o r s h i p p e r s u s e d to visit t h e s p o t . 

Af ter t h e b a r b a r i c vandal iz ing of t h e hill in 1982, t h e faithful h a v e t r i e d 
m o r e t h a n o n c e t o r e s t o r e t h e crosses , but Soviet g o v e r n m e n t officials im­
m e d i a t e l y d e m o l i s h e d t h e m a n d t e r r o r i z e d t h o s e w h o e r e c t e d t h e c r o s s e s . 

W e r e q u e s t t h a t t h e G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y d i r e c t Soviet g o v e r n m e n t offi­
cials that o n M a i d e n Hil l , t h e d e m o l i s h e d c h a p e l a n d c r o s s e s b e r e s t o r e d , a n d 
that w o r s h i p p e r s not b e p r e v e n t e d f rom visiting this h i s tor ic l o c a t i o n . 

1988 
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S i g n e d by: 
Ž e m a i č i ų Kalvari ja - 3 5 9 4 Lukš ia i - 359 

Pilviškiai - 445 Va lk in inka i - 853 
Leipa l ing i s - 1 1 9 8 Vi šak io R ū d a - 4 7 3 
K a p č i a m i e s t i s - 513 
Šakia i - 1 0 4 8 
K a p s u k a s - 3128 

S e r e d ž i u s - 4 4 1 
V e l i u o n a - 500 
K u l a u t u v a - 265 

Sasnava - 218 

T o : V i c e C h a i r m a n o f t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f t h e K l a i p ė d a Rayon, 

A . L e i t a 
D i r e c t o r o f t h e Lauga l ia i H o s p i c e of t h e L.S.S.R. M i n i s t r y o f Socia l W e l f a r e 
F r o m : F a t h e r A n t a n a s Šeškevičius 
R e s i d i n g at : G a r g ž d i a i 

T i l to 1-2 

S i n c e I am obl iged to c a r e for t h e faithful in t h e L a u g a l i a i H o s p i c e 
r e g a r d i n g t h e i r re l ig ious n e e d s , I r e q u e s t t h a t you g u a r a n t e e re l ig ious l iberty to 
be l ievers living a t t h e h o s p i c e , a n d to me as a pr ies t , in a c c o r d a n c e wi th P a r . 49 
of the Regulations for Religious Associations: "Right s of re l ig ious w o r s h i p a r e to 
be c a r r i e d o u t in s e p a r a t e facilities a t t h e r e q u e s t of dying or ser ious ly ill in­
div iduals c o n f i n e d to hospi ta ls . " 

A t t h e h o s p i c e , t o d a t e , t h e r e i s n o re l ig ious f r e e d o m , b u t r a t h e r 
Stal inist t e r r o r : 

1 . T h o s e ser iously ill do n o t h a v e t h e r ight to s u m m o n a pr ies t e v e n 
t h r o u g h t h e i r ill a n d w e a k c o m r a d e s , w h e r e a s t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e h o s p i c e 
itself s h o u l d convey t o t h e pr ies t t h e wish o f t h e p a t i e n t m a k i n g t h e r e q u e s t , a t 
least b y t e l e p h o n e . S i m p l e h u m a n e n e s s w o u l d r e q u i r e th i s . 

2. I f t h e fr iend of a sick little o ld lady r e q u e s t s t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n to 
s u m m o n a pr iest , t h e y do n o t al low it, especia l ly A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r J . D o t i e n ė 
a n d t h e n u r s e s . Obviously, t h e d i r e c t o r o f t h e h o s p i c e c o n d o n e s t h e i r b e h a v i o r . 

3 . W h e n p e r m i s s i o n i s n o t given, p a t i e n t s a r e o b l i g e d t o s u m m o n t h e 
pr ies t c landes t ine ly . T h e n t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n c r e a t e s a furor a n d p e n a l i z e s t h e 
invalid o l d lady w h o s u m m o n e d t h e pr ies t : N o t only s c o l d i n g a n d t h r e a t e n i n g 
her , b u t a lso r e m o v i n g h e r o u t e r g a r m e n t s s o t h a t p r e v e n t e d f r o m g o i n g out , s h e 
w o u l d n o t s u m m o n t h e pr ies t again. A s i f t h a t w e r e n o t e n o u g h , t h e y b e a t h e r . 

O n A p r i l 1 1 o f this year, N u r s e A l d o n a S t o k o r i e n ė b e a t G r a ž i n a 
M a ž r i m a i t ė b e c a u s e o n A p r i l 10, s h e s u m m o n e d m e t o t h e b e d s i d e o f a s e r i o u s ­
ly ill e lder ly lady. W h i l e I w a s still in t h e h o s p i c e , s h e t h r e a t e n e d h e r , " Y o u ' r e 
g o i n g to ge t it!..." 

4 . T h e y b l a m e t h e p r i e s t for n o t c o o r d i n a t i n g his visit wi th t h e a d -

A Petition 
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m i n i s t r a t i o n of t h e h o s p i c e . A c c o r d i n g to t h e Regulations, a p a t i e n t ' s r e q u e s t 
suffices, a n d t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s s u p p o s e d t o c o n f o r m t o t h e s e r e g u l a t i o n s 
s ince they a r e , after all, a d i rect ive of t h e P r e s i d i u m of t h e S u p r e m e Soviet. A 
pr ies t , e v e n w h e n secret ly s u m m o n e d , has t h e r ight a n d t h e d u t y to go to a 
p a t i e n t . 

W h e n , o n Apr i l 10, Miss M a ž r i m a i t ė s u m m o n e d m e t o a n ail ing o ld 
lady, N u r s e S t o k o r i e n ė t e r r o r i z e d t h e p a t i e n t in s u c h a way t h a t t h e la t te r said 
t h a t s h e was afraid t o receive t h e s a c r a m e n t s b e c a u s e t h e n u r s e w o u l d p u n i s h 
h e r for it, even t h o u g h previously, s h e h a d a s k e d with t e a r s in h e r eyes t h a t a 
pr ies t be s u m m o n e d . W h e n I to ld h e r t h a t I have t h e r ight to a c c o m o d a t e her , 
t h e p a t i e n t c a l m e d d o w n . 

N u r s e S t o k o r i e n ė r a n in to t h e r o o m , trying t o p r e v e n t m e , b u t I w o u l d 
not l isten t o h e r . T h e o t h e r old ladies w h o w a n t e d t o t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f t h e 
pr ie s t ' s visit t o t a k e c a r e o f the i r re l ig ious n e e d s , M r s . S t o k o r i e n ė c h a s e d out . 

So, d o e s i t m a k e sense t o " c o o r d i n a t e " w h e n t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n a n d 
staff do not a b i d e by t h e direct ives o f t h e P r e s i d i u m of t h e S u p r e m e Soviet? T h i s 
h a s b e e n g o i n g o n s ince t h e days o f Stal in, a n d n o o n e t a k e s i t u p o n himsel f t o 
s t r a i g h t e n th ings out ; o n t h e contrary , t h e y s u p p o r t t h e ant i-re l ig ious t e r r o r i s m 
of t h e h o s p i c e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

5 . T h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n r e q u i r e s t h a t t h e pr ies t w h o c o m e s m i n i s t e r t o 
t h e p a t i e n t s only in t h e r o o m on t h e f i r s t floor a s s igned for this p u r p o s e ; p a t i e n t s 
f rom o t h e r sect ions a n d floors m u s t a s s e m b l e only t h e r e . I t i s f o r b i d d e n to min­
ister t o t h e m i n t h e w a r d s . Y e t t h e r e a r e p a t i e n t s w h o d o not r ise f rom the i r 
b e d s , while o t h e r s c a n bare ly leave t h e w a r d . A n d t h e s e a r e t h e majori ty. F o r 
t h o s e c o n f i n e d t o b e d a n d t h o s e bare ly ab le t o walk, t o g o d o w n t o t h e f i r s t floor 
i s pract ica l ly imposs ib le ; they a r e c o n d e m n e d to be sick a n d d i e w i t h o u t 
re l ig ious r i tes . T h i s i s n o t rel ig ious f r e e d o m , but b o n d a g e . 

T h e a r r a n g e m e n t i n t h e G a r g ž d a i a n d K l a i p ė d a hospi ta l s i s sens ib le ; 
a m b u l a t o r y p a t i e n t s leave t h e w a r d , a n d t h e pr ies t m i n i s t e r s t o t h e p a t i e n t for 
w h o m h e was s u m m o n e d a n d t o o t h e r p a t i e n t s w h o c o m e o n e b y o n e i n t o t h e 
w a r d (which also h a p p e n s t o b e i so la ted) . 

T h e faithful i n t h e Laugal ia i H o s p i c e a lso t a k e c a r e o f m a t t e r s m o r e 
sensibly t h a n t h e d i r e c t o r a t e : on e a c h floor, a n d in c o r p u s , they free up a w a r d 
w h e r e p e o p l e c o m e in o n e by o n e to see t h e pr ies t . A ser iously ill p a t i e n t n e e d 
not b e t r o u b l e d b y carry ing t h e m o r w h e e l i n g t h e m d o w n t o t h e f i r s t floor. 

6.1 a m b l a m e d for h e e d i n g t h e s u m m o n s e s f rom t h e ail ing e lder ly M i s s 
M a ž r i m a i t ė . S h e t r a n s m i t s i n f o r m a t i o n a c c u r a t e l y a n d t h e p a t i e n t s a r e h a p p y 
with h e r ; o t h e r w i s e t h e h o s p i c e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n w o u l d i solate bel iev ing p a t i e n t s 
c o m p l e t e l y from t h e pr ies t s . Obviously, i f t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of t h e h o s p i c e it­
self i n f o r m e d t h e pr iest , p a t i e n t s w o u l d not have t o b e i n c o n v e n i e n c e d . 

7 . A c c o r d i n g to t h e Regulations, t h e f r e q u e n c y of visits to t h e p a t i e n t 
i s d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e r e q u e s t s f rom t h e hosp i ta l s themse lves , a n d n o t t h e a thei s-
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t ic a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , o n a c c o u n t o f w h o s e r e s t r i c t i o n s m a n y p a t i e n t s have a l r e a d y 
d i e d w i t h o u t benefi t o f t h e s a c r a m e n t s , even t h o u g h t h e y a s k e d t h a t a p r i e s t be 
s u m m o n e d . I suggest t h a t a pr ies t be a l lowed to visit t h e h o s p i c e at least o n c e a 
m o n t h ; t h e n t h e r e will b e n o d a n g e r o f p a t i e n t s dying w i t h o u t t h e s a c r a m e n t s . 

C o n c l u s i o n s . In a c c o r d a n c e wi th t h e Regulations for Religious Associa­

tions, I r e q u e s t : 
1 . T h a t t h e p a t i e n t s themselves , o r t h e i r n u r s e s ' a ides , s u m m o n t h e 

pr ies t by t e l e p h o n e ; 
2 . N o t t o t e r r o r i z e t h e p a t i e n t s o r t h o s e w h o s u m m o n t h e pr ies t t o see 

t h e m ; 
3 . To al low pr ies t s to visit t h e h o s p i c e every m o n t h , t h e pr ie s t s to in­

form t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of the i r c o m i n g by t e l e p h o n e ; 
4 . T o allow t h e pr ies t t o a d m i n i s t e r t o w e a k p a t i e n t s a n d for o t h e r s t o 

free up a s e p a r a t e r o o m ; 
5 . To al low all bel ieving p a t i e n t s in t h e h o s p i c e to rece ive t h e s a c r a ­

m e n t s w h e n t h e pr iest c o m e s to visit t h o s e ser iously ill; 
6 . T o allow s t r o n g e r p a t i e n t s wishing t o d o so, t o g o t o c h u r c h o n Sun­

days; 

7 . N o t to i n t e r f e r e in t h e bur ia l o f t h e d e c e a s e d w h o a r e be l ievers , with 
t h e r i tes o f t h e C h u r c h . 

N o t e : W i t h t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e h o s p i c e c o n t i n u i n g t o re s t r ic t t h e 
re l ig ious f r e e d o m o f t h e faithful, r e c o u r s e will b e m a d e t o h i g h e r i n s t a n c e s a n d 
t o G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y M i k h a i l G o r b a c h e v . D o e s s u c h h a r a s s i n g o f t h e p o o r 
p a t i e n t s c o n f o r m with his policy of r e s t r u c t u r i n g ? 

E l e n a B u d a u t i e n ė a n d M i s s B a s e l ė saw M r s . S t o k o r i e n ė b e a t i n g little 
o ld M i s s M a ž r i m a i t ė . O n l y i t i s u n c l e a r w h e t h e r they w o u l d have e n o u g h n e r v e 
to testify to i t in publ ic . M r s . S t o k o r i e n ė h a s b e a t e n M i s s M a ž r i m a i t ė ear l ier , 
a lso. 

I e n c l o s e a c o p y of a p e t i t i o n from J a n i n a R i a u k a i t ė to t h e d i r e c t o r of 
t h e h o s p i c e : S h e also c o m p l a i n s that t h e n u r s e s p e r s e c u t e h e r a s a be l iever a n d 
al low cl ient R i m š a to b e a t h e r with his f i s t . 

T o g e t h e r with M r s . D o t i e n ė , a n d M r s . S t o k o r i e n ė , bel ieving c l ients o f 
t h e h o s p i c e a r e p e r s e c u t o s t e r r o r i z e d b y H e a d N u r s e K u p r e l i e n ė . F o r writ­
t e n c o m p l a i n t s , they a r e ' threatening e ject ion a n d o t h e r m e a s u r e s whi le P a r . 4 7 
of t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n of t h e L i t h u a n i a n S.S.R. e m p h a s i z e s , " P e r s o n s e n g a g i n g in 
p e r s e c u t i o n for cr i t ic ism a r e cr iminal ly respons ib le . " 
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T o : G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y o f t h e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e o f t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f 
t h e Soviet U n i o n , M i k h a i l G o r b a c h e v 

C o p y t o : P r o c u r a t o r G e n e r a l o f t h e U.S.S.R. 
F r o m : T h e G r a ž u l i s Fami ly 

R e s i d i n g in Alytus Rayon 

M a n k ū n ų k a i m e 

A Petition 

On F e b r u a r y 2 , 1988, t h e P e o p l e s ' C o u r t o f K a p s u k a s s e n t e n c e d a 
m e m b e r o f o u r family, P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s , to t e n m o n t h s d e p r i v a t i o n o f f r e e d o m 
for failing to r e p o r t for mil i tary exercises . I t p a i n s us t h a t an indiv idual ' s c o n ­
vict ions in t h e re l ig ious a n d n a t i o n a l a r e a - refusing to serve in t h e a r m y - w e r e 
c o n s i d e r e d b y t h e c o u r t t o b e a n a r g u m e n t n o t w o r t h y o f a t t e n t i o n . E v e n m o r e 
painful i s t h e fact that t h e Soviet c o u r t t r e a t s P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s ' b e h a v i o r in 
d e f e n s e of his beliefs - reso lved even to go to p r i s o n - as a c r i m e c o m m i t t e d in 
p u r s u i t o f selfish e n d s . W e p r o t e s t against s u c h a n a m o r a l a n d a n t i - h u m a n e for­
m u l a t i o n o f t h e c o u r t ' s dec i s ion. 

W e , t h e relat ives o f P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s , w h o w e r e p r e s e n t i n t h e 
c o u r t r o o m , w e r e s h o c k e d by t h e officials' t r e a t m e n t o f t h e d e f e n d a n t , after t h e 
verd ic t was r e a d . A c c o r d i n g to P a r . 267 of t h e Code of Criminal Procedures, o n e 
w h o h a s b e e n s e n t e n c e d h a s t h e right t o m a k e c o m m e n t s for t h e c o u r t r e c o r d : 
T h e Commentary on the Code of Criminal Procedures of the Lithuanian, S.S.R., 

Vilnius, Minds, 1976, 288 pps. , explains: "After a n n o u n c e m e n t of t h e c o u r t ' s 
dec i s ion, t h e d e f e n d a n t h a s t h e right o f r e q u e s t i n g t h e individual p r e s i d i n g t o 
explain to h i m t h e e s s e n c e o f t h e decis ion." 

S o t h e d e f e n d a n t has t h e r ight t o say s o m e t h i n g even after t h e r e a d i n g 
o f t h e dec i s ion. H o w e v e r , t h e d e f e n d a n t , P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s , h a d b a r e l y o p e n e d 
his m o u t h w h e n s o m e officials i n civilian g a r b l e a p e d t o h im a n d c l a m p e d the i r 
h a n d s over his m o u t h . T h i s fact i s c o r r o b o r a t e d even by an ar t ic le by K. Bag­
donavič ius , p u b l i s h e d in t h e F e b r u a r y 27, 1988 issue of Tiesa, ent i t led, " H o w 
E v e n t s " a n d " H i s t o r i e s " a r e m a d e . 

W h e n P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s res i s ted, they b e g a n b e a t i n g h i m in sight o f his 
re lat ives a n d s p e c t a t o r s in c o u r t as a resul t of which b l o o d g u s h e d f rom t h e 
d e f e n d a n t ' s n o s e . L a t e r , d u r i n g visits f rom his b r o t h e r s a n d sisters, G r a ž u l i s ex­
p l a i n e d that d u r i n g t h e s t ruggle in t h e c o u r t r o o m , officials s p r a y e d his face a n d 
m o u t h with s o m e c h e m i c a l s which p a r a l y z e d his faculty o f s p e e c h . T h e officials, 
t a p i n g h i m b y his h a n d s a n d feet, c a r r i e d t h e b l o o d i e d P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s f rom t h e 
c o u r t r o o m . I s s u c h b e h a v i o r on their p a r t n o t a c r u d e b r e a c h of jus t ice , c a r r i e d 
o u t in t h e c o u r t r o o m in full view of t h e d e f e n d e r s of jus t ice, t h e j u d g e s ? 

On A p r i l 7-13, 1988, in t h e n e w s p a p e r Gimtasis kraštas, t h e M i n i s t e r 
of I n t e r n a l Affairs of t h e L i t h u a n i a n S.S.R., G e n e r a l S. L i sauskas , s t a t e d t h a t 
n o o n e b e a t G r a ž u l i s . W e relat ives o f P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s w h o w e r e i n t h e 
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c o u r t r o o m , d e c l a r e t h a t this i s n o t t r u e ; G r a ž u l i s was b e a t e n in o u r sight. 
We p r o t e s t against t h e unjustif ied b e h a v i o r o f t h e officials, a n d we 

d e m a n d that L.S.S.R. I n t e r n a l Affairs M i n i s t e r S. L i s a u s k a s r e t r a c t his unjus­
tified s t a t e m e n t . I m m e d i a t e l y after t h e trial, t h e K a p s u k a s Rayon n e w s p a p e r , 
Naujasis kelias (New Road), F e b r u a r y 18, 1988, p r i n t e d R. L i e p a ' s ar t ic le , 
"Again, t h e S a m e People . . . " . In i t t h e trial i s d e s c r i b e d b u t t h e rea l r e a s o n s for 
G r a ž u l i s ' s b e h a v i o r on a c c o u n t o f which he re fused to r e p o r t for mil i tary t ra in­
ing, a r e s u p r e s s e d . 

W e , relat ives o f P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s , w e r e o f fended by s t a t e m e n t s in t h e 
ar t ic le a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e d e f e n d a n t ' s m o t h e r , M o n i k a G r a ž u l i e n ė . T h i s s tory 
recal l s m e t h o d s u s e d t o o b t a i n "confessions" d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d o f Stal in ' s ru le . 
On J a n u a r y 7, 1988, t h e Alytus Rayon, M i r o s l a v Dis t r ic t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e 
I n t e r n a l Affairs Milit ia c a m e to visit P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s ' s m o t h e r . Af ter s p e a k i n g 
angri ly a b o u t t h e u p - c o m i n g trial, he d r a f t e d a text w h i c h he to ld M r s . 
G r a ž u l i e n ė t o sign. T h e lat ter, f r ightened, a n d not k n o w i n g w h a t t o d o , s igned. 

On J a n u a r y 9, 1988, in a pe t i t ion to L.S.S.R. D e f e n s e M i n i s t e r Jazov, 
M r s . G r a ž u l i e n ė r e t r a c t e d h e r s ignature , but t o journa l i s t R . L icpa, t h e a foresa id 
d o c u m e n t — dra f ted by a militia agent — was a g o l d m i n e for a b s u r d a c c u s a t i o n s 
againt P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s : allegedly, he h a d not b e e n helpful a t h o m e , e i ther , a n d 
he found r o u t i n e w o r k bor ing, a n d that he h a d sought n o t o r i e t y by g e t t i n g in­
volved in activities with "polit ical over tones" . 

I n t h e s e days o f r e s t r u c t u r i n g , t h e S u p r e m e C o u r t has c o n d e m n e d the 
Stalinist p r a c t i c e of accus ing t h o s e on tr ial on t h e basis of " s ta tements ' ' illegally 
e x t r a c t e d d u r i n g i n t e r r o g a t i o n . It i s precisely in this m a n n e r that c o r r e s p o n d e n t 
L i e p a of t h e K a p s u k a s Rayon n e w s p a p e r s u p p o r t s a c c u s a t i o n s b r o u g h t against 
P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s . W e d e m a n d also that L i c p a r e t r a c t t h e c a l u m n i e s a i m e d a t 
P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s in his art ic le . 

S igned by: 
M a r y t ė Jasulaitienė - K a u n a s , D r a u g y s t ė s 9-10 
A n g e l ė G r a ž u l y t ė - K a u n a s , D r a u g y s t ė s 9-10 
A l b i n a G r a ž u l y t ė - Alytus Rayon, M a n k ū n ų k a i m a s 
V a l ė G r a ž u l y t ė - Alytus Rayon, D r a u g y s t ė s 9-10 
A n t a n a s G r a ž u l i s - Alytus, M a r g y t ė s 14 
M o n i k a B a c i u š k i e n ė - Alytus, Šviesos 4 
Algis B a c i u š k a - Alytus, Šviesos 4 
J u o z a s Jasula i t i s - K a u n a s , D r a u g y s t ė s 9-10 
Kazys G r a ž u l i s - Šiauliai, K o m j a u n i m o 17-2 
O n a V e n s k u n i e n ė - K a p s u k a s , A n g a r i e č i o 113-507 
M o n i k a G r a ž u l i e n ė - Alytus Rayon, M a n k ū n ų k a i m a s 
R e g i n a G r a ž u l y t ė - Alytus Rayon , M a n k ū n ų k a i m a s 
Povilas G r a ž u l i s - Alytus Rayon, M a n k ū n ų k a i m a s 
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RAIDS A N D I N T E R R O G A T I O N S 

K r e t i n g a 
O n J a n u a r y 22,1988, B r o n i u s P o š k u s o f Ž e m a i č i ų 8-58, K r e t i n g a , w a s 

s u m m o n e d b e f o r e t h e Chief o f t h e K r e t i n g a Rayon K G B . 
A t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e i n t e r r o g a t i o n , Pocev ič ius s t a t e d t h a t t h e q u e s ­

t ions h a d b e e n p r e p a r e d a n d s e n t b y t h e P r o c u r a t o r ' s Office o f Vi lnius. T h e 
q u e s t i o n s c o n c e r n e d t h e Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania: W h e t h e r 
h e r e a d this p u b l i c a t i o n , t o w h o m h e h a d given i t a n d w h e r e h e h a d o b t a i n e d it, 
w h e t h e r h e h a d s igned a p t i t i o n a d d r e s s e d t o t h e C o n g r e s s o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 
o f A m e r i c a , a n d also t o G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y M i k h a i l G o r b a c h e v , c o n c e r n i n g p e r ­
miss ion t o c o m m e m o r a t e F e b r u a r y 16, w h e n a n d w h a t c i r c u m s t a n c e s h e h a d 
s igned t h e a foresa id p e t i t i o n s a n d i s n e a c q u a i n t e d with Vi lnius r e s i d e n t P e t r a s 
Cidz ikas . H a v i n g a c q u a i n t e d P o š k u s with t h e q u e s t i o n s w h i c h t h e i n t e r r o g a ­
t ion a c c o m p l i s h e d , Pocevič ius t r ied, in e s s e n c e , to d e n y t h e i n t e r r o g a t i o n in 
p r o g r e s s . In his w o r d s , i t w a s not an i n t e r r o g a t i o n or a q u e s t i o n i n g , b u t s imply 
a n e x p l a n a t i o n a n d r e s p o n s e t o q u e s t i o n s sent b y t h e P r o c u r a t o r ' s Office. 

" H o w a m I t o u n d e r s t a n d s u c h talk o n your p a r t ? " a s k e d t h e s u r p r i s e d 
subject . "I r e c e i v e d a spec ia l s u m m o n s b e a r i n g t h e seal a n d s i g n a t u r e of a K G B 
a g e n t in w h i c h i t c learly says in t h e L i t h u a n i a n l a n g u a g e t h a t my a p p e a r a n c e is 
m a n d a t o r y , a n d from y o u r w o r d s , i t w o u l d a p p e a r t h a t I c a m e of my o w n free 
will. If this is so, t h e n I refuse to give any k i n d of e x p l a n a t i o n of my o w n free 
will," P o š k u s said. 

Chie f Pocev ič ius c o r r e c t e d himself unwillingly, saying t h a t i t was 
n e c e s s a r y t o q u e s t i o n h im. 

P o š k u s re fused t o rep ly d i rect ly t o t h e q u e s t i o n w h e t h e r h e h a d r e a d 
t h e Chronicle of the Catholic Church Lithuania, saying t h a t this was his o w n busi­
ness . A c c o r d i n g to his f i rm convict ion, t h e Chronicle wr i tes t h e t r u t h , only i t i s 
t o o b a d t h a t i t i s u n a b l e to e n c o m p a s s all t h e sufferings a n d e x p e r i e n c e s o f t h e 
p e o p l e o f t h e n a t i o n . A n d m a n y o f t h e m r e m a i n u n k n o w n . 

C h e k i s t Pocevič ius t r i e d t o expla in t h a t t h e o p p o r t u n i t y h a d b e e n 
c r e a t e d for be l ievers t o issue the i r o w n rel ig ious p u b l i c a t i o n , b u t t h e b i s h o p s 
h a d re fused. P o š k u s c o r r e c t e d h im, saying t h a t t h e b i s h o p s , i n refusing t h e p u b ­
l icat ion, h a d e x p r e s s e d n o t only the i r o w n wishes, b u t t h o s e of all t h e faithful. 
" W e d o n o t n e e d t h e k ind o f p u b l i c a t i o n w h i c h w o u l d b e c o n t r o l l e d b y t h e K G B 
a n d t h e Office o f t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r for R e l i g i o u s Affairs. T h a t w o u l d b e n o t h ­
ing b u t p r o p a g a n d a a i m e d at fore igners . L e t t h e Chronicle of the Catholic 

Church in Lithuania a p p e a r w i t h o u t obs t ruct ion," P o š k u s d e m a n d e d . 

P o š k u s d i d n o t d e n y that h e h a d s igned t h e a foresa id s t a t e m e n t s . T o 
t h e q u e s t i o n w h o h a d inci ted him, h e r e p l i e d t h a t h e w a s n o t a k i n d e r g a r t e n e r , 
s o h e d i d n o t n e e d i n c i t e m e n t . H e h a d b e e n m o v e d t o sign b y t h e c l i m a t e o f t h e 
t imes , t h e facts, a n d events , basical ly t h e s e c r e t a g r e e m e n t s o f H i t l e r a n d Stal in 
w h i c h M o l o t o v a n d R i b b e n t r o p h a d s igned, A u g u s t 2 3 , 1 9 3 9 . 
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Participants in the Feb. 16, 1988 demonstration in Vilnius. 

W h e n t h e i n t e r r o g a t o r t r ied t o find o u t w h o h a d c o l l e c t e d t h e signa­
t u r e s a n d w h e n , P o š k u s exp la ined, "I s i gned t h e texts, I d i d n o t refuse to sign, 
b u t w h e r e , w h e n a n d w h o h a d c o l l e c t e d s i g n a t u r e s i s m y bus iness . " 

"If you w o n ' t tell m e , you'l l tell t h e P r o c u r a t o r ' s Office in Vilnius," 
P o c e v i č i u s fumed. T h e i n t e r r o g a t o r d e m a n d e d t h a t P o š k u s g o t o Vi lnius 
F e b r u a r y 16 to c e l e b r a t e t h e 70th anniversary of t h e i n d e p e n d e n c e of L i t h u a n i a . 

P o š k u s d e c l a r e d t h a t h e w o u l d a g r e e t o g o only o n t h e c o n d i t i o n t h a t 
p e r m i s s i o n w o u l d b e given t o c o m m e m o r a t e F e b r u a r y 1 6 publ ic ly i n K r e t i n g a . 
T h e K G B chief w o u l d n o t a g r e e t o s u c h a p r o p o s a l . Pocev ič ius a s k e d t h e sub­
j e c t u n d e r i n t e r r o g a t i o n w h e t h e r h e really c o u l d not r e o r i e n t himself pol i t ical­
ly, or in t h a t case , he s u g g e s t e d t h a t he go a b r o a d . 

A m o n g o t h e r things, h e m e n t i o n e d t h a t Nijolė S a d ū n a i t ė a n d p e o p l e 
like h e r c o u l d a lso leave w i t h o u t i n t e r f e r e n c e . P o š k u s r e p l i e d t h a t t h e r e w o u l d 
b e n o r e o r i e n t a t i o n , t h a t h e c o u l d n o t forget f r e e d o m , e v e n t h o u g h a t t h e t i m e 
he w a s only twelve years old, a n d t h a t he h a d no i n t e n t i o n o f leaving L i t h u a n i a 
which i s d e a r e r t o h im t h a n life. H e was b o r n h e r e , h e g r e w u p h e r e , a n d h e in­
t e n d e d t o d i e h e r e . 

D u r i n g t h e i n t e r r o g a t i o n , t h e subject o f t h e pos t-war e r a w a s b r o u g h t 
u p . Pocev ič ius t r ied to a r g u e t h a t d e p o r t a t i o n s o f t h e r e s i d e n t s o f L i t h u a n i a to 
Siber ia was only in r e s p o n s e to a r m e d r e s i s t a n c e . " I r e m e m b e r well t h e f i r s t o c ­
c u p a t i o n . T h e r e was n o a r m e d r e s i s t e n c e t h e n . H o w m a n y d i d t h e y exile t o R u s ­
sia, h o w m a n y d i d they kill in L i t h u a n i a ? 
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"Today, this i s no secre t to a n y o n e . I r e m e m b e r well t h o s e painful days. 
E v e r y L i t h u a n i a n w h o was alive at t h e t i m e k n o w s at w h a t a painful p r i c e t h e 
c o m m u n a l farms w e r e c rea ted, " said P o š k u s . 

H e r e he m e n t i o n e d a w h o l e list of e x a m p l e s . It i s painful a n d infuriat­
ing t h a t to this day, t h e r e i s no resolve to r e s t o r e t r u t h a n d jus t ice in full. 

P o š k u s b r o u g h t up t h e q u e s t i o n of be l ievers ' lack of legal g u a r a n t e e s . 
H e o b j e c t e d t o t h e exile o f B i s h o p Jul i jonas S t e p o n a v i č i u s o f Vi lnius. H e 
d e m a n d e d rect i f icat ion o f t h e injustice c o m m i t t e d against t h e b i s h o p a n d t h e 
faithful, even t h o u g h i t i s doubtful w h e t h e r that i s at all poss ib le . He m e n t i o n e d 
t h e p r i e s t - p r i s o n e r s Al fonsas Svar inskas a n d Sigitas T a m k e v i č i u s , unjustly con­
f i n e d t o Soviet l a b o r c a m p s , a n d d e m a n d e d t h e r e t u r n o f c h u r c h e s d e s e c r a t e d 
a n d c o n v e r t e d t o w a r e h o u s e s a n d m u s e u m s , e t c . 

T h e i n t e r r o g a t i o n las ted m o r e o r less t w o h o u r s . Pocev ič ius d e m a n d e d 
t h a t P o š k u s r e a d t h e r e c o r d o f i n t e r r o g a t i o n , a n d sign it, t h r e a t e n i n g o t h e w i s e 
to t u r n h im over to t h e P r o c u r a t o r ' s Office in Vilnius. P o š k u s categor ica l ly 
re fused to r e a d or to sign t h e r e c o r d . As t h e i n t e r r o g a t i o n d r e w to a c lose, 
P o š k u s felt nervously e x h a u s t e d . W h e n h e r e t u r n e d h o m e , a n a m b u l a n c e h a d 
t o b e s u m m o n e d t o t a k e him t o t h e hospi ta l i n K r e t i n g a w h e r e h e s p e n t twelve 
days. 

On F e b r u a r y 8 , P o š k u s was again s u m m o n e d to c o m e to t h e offices o f 
t h e K G B . H e did not go. W h e n h e did not arrive, militia officials c a m e t o his 
h o m e several t imes looking for h im. 

P o š k u s d id not a c c e p t the s u m m o n s , or sign it, but only a s k e d t h e of­
f icers to convey to K G B Chief Pocevič ius this m e s s a g e : "I will not go to t h e K G B 
of my own free will any m o r e . I f I am n e e d e d , p u t handcuffs on me a n d t a k e me 
t h e r e . " 

K a u n a s 
D u r i n g L e n t , 1988 (Pass ion S u n d a y ) , in front of t h e A r c h b a s i l i c a 

C a t h e d r a l of K a u n a s , s i g n a t u r e s w e r e b e i n g c o l l e c t e d for the r e t u r n of the 
C a t h e d r a l o f Vilnius. S o m e R u s s i a n K G B agent se ized from M r s . K a z i m i e r a 
T u b i e n ė , w h o was col lect ing the s ignatures , a p e t i t i o n b e a r i n g a b o u t 300 signa­
t u r e s , a n d took h e r t o t h e K G B office for i n t e r r o g a t i o n . T h e w o m a n a s k e d t o 
be re leased, a n d t h e chekist exp la ined that he w o u l d let h e r go i f only he w e r e 
not b e i n g followed by a n o t h e r securi ty agent . 

Š i a u l i a i 
On M a y 13, 1988, Šiauliai re s ident V i n c a s D a n i e l i u s was s u m m o n e d 

to t h e Šiauliai City K G B for r o u t i n e "brainwashing" . 
Chekis t B e n j a m i n a s S l a n k a u s k a s c o n s i d e r e d D a n i e l i u s the p r i n c i p l e 

o r g a n i z e r of g a t h e r i n g s ignatures on t h e p e t i t i o n for the re lease of P e t r a s 
G r a ž u l i s . D a n i e l i u s d e n i e d it. T h e K G B agent d a r e d to say that G r a ž u l i s , in his 
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w o r d s , "went t o p r i s o n for money" . W i t h D a n i e l i u s s ta t ing t h a t f r e e d o m c o u l d 
n o t be so ld for any m o n e y , C h e k i s t S l a n k a u s k a s h e s i t a t e d . 

S l a n k a u s k a s adv i sed D a n i e l i u s t o th ink a b o u t his future, a n d n o t t o as­
s o c i a t e wi th s u c h indiv iduals a s R e g i n a T e r e s i u t ė , M e č i s l o v a s Jurev ič ius , P e t ­
kevičius a n d o t h e r s . D a n i e l i u s w a s d e t a i n e d a t t h e K G B a b o u t a n h o u r . 

O U R P R I S O N E R S 

F a t h e r Sigitas TamkeviCius wr i tes : 
" T h e m o r n i n g o f J u n e 2 1 was m y first after t h e o p e r a t i o n . . . H o w g o o d 

i t w a s to r e a d w o r d s wishing me well. 
"This i s h o w I w o u n d up in S t a r o Sainokov. On M a y 18, a t 5:00 P . M . , 

I r e t u r n e d as usua l after w o r k to t h e b a r r a c k s . T h e y s u m m o n e d me to t h e of-
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f ice , f ingerpr in ted m e , a n d to ld me to b r ing all my things . Af te r a s ea rch , they 

t ook me to t he Vsiesviatskaya Sta t ion , a n d pu t me in a stolypin (a p r i s o n e r 

t r a n s p o r t ca r - T r a n s . N o t e ) . H e r e I found tha t I was on the way to T o m s k . 

"The next day, I was in t he Sverdlovsk jai l . I spen t severa l days in t h e 

cell , a n d the night o f M a y 22, c o n t i n u e d my jou rney . T h r o u g h T u i m e n , O m s k , 

a n d Novosibirsk , we ro l led in to Mar i insk ( R e g i o n o f K e m e r o v ) . 

"After feeding the b e d b u g s for o n e night , we h e a d e d b a c k t o w a r d 

T o m s k . By M a y 27, we w e r e in t he T o m s k pr i son . T h e y let me c h o o s e b e t w e e n 

a s h a r e d cell, or a single cell. I c h o s e t he la t ter , b e c a u s e I h a d a l r eady seen 

e n o u g h of c r imina l s ' faces, a n d h e a r d e n o u g h of the i r talk. My cell was m u c h 

smal le r t h a n the c o m m o n cell, a n d drafty. Bu t t h e r e w e r e no r a v e n o u s little c r ea ­

tu re s , a n d after c lean ing u p , I felt qu i t e well , a n d t hough t to myself, ' I can m a k e 

a r e t r ea t ! ' 

"My mas te r s , a s t h o u g h insp i red from above , d id no t b e g r u d g e me the 

t ime . I w a n t e d very m u c h to get ou t as soon as poss ib le , bu t I a l so w a n t e d to 

finish wha t I h a d b e g u n . S ince I was in T o m s k from M a y 27 to J u n e 10, t h e r e 

was e n o u g h t ime for everything. 

"The evening of J u n e 10, they b r o u g h t me to Kr ivoshain . In h e r e , after 

s p e n d i n g S a t u r d a y a n d S u n d a y a t t he militia s ta t ion, M o n d a y a f t e rnoon , I 

r ece ived my d o c u m e n t s a n d they took me to t he office of t h e Volodin Soviet 

fa rms , a n d from h e r e , to t he Vil lage of S t a r o Sainokov. 

"In o n e village, Pirkis , is a farm w o r k e r s ' ' d o r m i t o r y ' w h e r e two h o b o e s 

a n d I live. In my life, I h a d never seen such a dormi to ry , so I g a w k e d at every­

thing. My ne ighbor s w e r e no t inimically d i sposed , bu t w e r e such w o n d r o u s 

h o u s e k e e p e r s that in t he r o o m s , on t he t ab le a n d on the floor w e r e p o t a t o pee l s , 

t r ash , c iga re t t e bu t t s , e tc . "At midnight , they a r e still mak ing t ea o r s u p p e r . T h e 

'S iber ian pa rachu t i s t s ' d id not al low any fur ther s leep , a n d s a t e d with b lood , 

only q u i e t e d d o w n be fo re morn ing . 

" I s h o w e d the g u a r d s my ' do rmi to ry ' a n d they p r o m i s e d to give me be t ­

ter facilities. S ince after all the p r i son t r a n s p o r t s my old p r o b l e m s m a d e me suf­

fer unbea rab ly , a n d in such a cond i t ion I was no t very c a p a b l e of feeding the 

ca t t le , I wen t to t he hospi ta l a n d the next day, J u n e 21 , they p e r f o r m e d the o p e r a ­

t ion. 

"I don ' t feel b a d at all. I try to sit up a n d to move a b o u t a bit . T h a t is 

all — or p e r h a p s not all — but it is imposs ib le to col lect all the ' gems ' . I offered 

every th ing up t o G o d , a n d t h a n k e d G o d after f i ve years o f c a m p a n d seven 

t r a n s p o r t s . I am such as I a m . 

"I have no t b r o u g h t with me from the c a m p any h a t r e d , bu t only pity -

- L o r d , forgive everyone! 

"On M a y 1 8 , 1 left F a t h e r Al fonsas in Z o n e 35 . He be l ieved s t rongly 

tha t b o t h of us wou ld be go ing h o m e . I t was difficult to pa r t with h im. T h e y will 

p r o b a b l y al low him to go to t he Wes t . H i s a r g u m e n t s a r e se r ious . I co u l d not 
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a p p l y t h e m to myself, so I r e p l i e d to Lt. C o l . R a d z e v i č i u s ' s r e q u e s t in t h e n e g a ­
tive, a n d today, I a m h e r e i n Siber ia . M a y t h e L o r d ' s H o l y Will b e d o n e . T h e 
r o a d to h e a v e n via Siber ia i s no longer t h a n that via L i t h u a n i a . 

"Give m y r e g a r d s t o everyone w h o h a s a c c o m p a n i e d m e with t h e i r 
p r a y e r s o n m y j o u r n e y t h r o u g h t h e U r a l s , M o r d o v i a a n d Siber ia . L e t u s r e m a i n 
o n e in prayer ." 

J u n e 2 3 , 1 9 8 8 
F r o m a le t te r of Balys G a j a u s k a s : 

"... In L i t h u a n i a , i t i s a l r e a d y Spr ing . T h e f ie lds a n d m e a d o w s have 
t u r n e d g r e e n , t h e land will s o o n a d o r n itself in var ious co lors , a n d t h e o r c h a r d s 
will be whi te . C h r i s t is r isen, a n d I bel ieve t h a t we t o o , shall r i se ! 

"For o u r n a t i o n ' s 'veil of t e a r s ' , a s t r o n g spirit is necessary . If we m a i n -
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ta in a s t r o n g spirit, we shall o v e r c o m e all h a r d s h i p s . T h e r e a r e m o u n t a i n s of 
w o r k a n d difficulties. W i t h t h e h e l p o f G o d , w e shall o v e r c o m e a n d a c c o m p l i s h 
everything. 

"It s e e m s t o b e get t ing w a r m h e r e . P e o p l e a r e enjoying t h e ear ly Spr ing . 
T h e s n o w h a s n o t m e l t e d yet, a n d t h e r e i s still a frost, b u t S p r i n g i s jus t a r o u n d 
t h e c o r n e r . I miss w a r m t h , sun, g r e e n n e s s a n d w a t e r so m u c h . 

" D u r i n g t h e winter , m y b l o o d p r e s s u r e w o u l d r ise q u i t e often, c a u s i n g 
m e g r e a t d i scomfor t a n d m a k i n g m e u n p r o d u c t i v e . T o w a r d Spr ing, I h a v e im­
p r o v e d . I wish everyone G o d ' s blessing." 

A p r i l 19 ,1988 

F r o m P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s ' p l a c e o f c o n f i n e m e n t : 
P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s , s e n t e n c e d u n d e r P a r . 2 1 1 of t h e Criminal Code, i s 

serving s e n t e n c e i n t h e g e n e r a l r e g i m e p r i s o n c a m p O C - 8 i n Pravienišk ia i . 
O n Apr i l 10,1988, p r i s o n e r G r a ž u l i s , p r o t e s t i n g against his i m p r i s o n ­

m e n t with cr iminals , sent a p e t i t i o n to t h e P r o c u r a t o r o f t h e L.S.S.R. In t h e pet i ­
t ion, he d e s c r i b e s h o w after his trial, in t h e sight of everyone, officers b e a t h i m 
a n d quickly d r a g g e d h i m from t h e c o u r t r o o m , s o t h a t h e d i d n o t h a v e t i m e even 
to pick up his things, food, or p a p e r s . All t h e less, to say g o o d b y e to his family. 
L a t e r , o u t of sight of p e o p l e , they s p r a y e d h i m with c h e m i c a l s w h i c h t a k e t h e 
b r e a t h away, as a resul t of which, his face swel led up a n d his skin b e c a m e r e d . 

I m m e d i a t e l y after t h e trial, they t o o k h i m to Lukišk ia i P r i s o n in Vil­
nius w h e r e , d u r i n g a visit with his sisters, M o n i k a B a c i u š k i e n ė a n d A l b i n a 
G r a ž u l y t ė , w h e n he b e g a n to explain why his face was r e d , officers e a v e s d r o p ­
p i n g on t h e c o n v e r s a t i o n b r o k e off t h e visit. 

D u r i n g a visit with his b r o t h e r s , F a t h e r s A n t a n a s G r a ž u l i s a n d 
K a z i m i e r a s G r a ž u l i s , a d m i n i s t r a t i o n staff a lso f o r b a d e h i m to t o u c h on this 
t o p i c , b u t t h e y d i d not cut t h e visit shor t . 

Af ter t h e visit, Chief o f t h e O p e r a t i o n s S e c t i o n Lt . Col . A d o m a i t i s t r i e d 
to force p r i s o n e r G r a ž u l i s to sign a r e p o r t saying t h a t d u r i n g t h e visit he h a d 
b r o k e n p r i s o n ru les . F o r that , they d e p r i v e d h i m of his next visit. 

G r a ž u l i s , a r g u i n g that h e h a d m e r e l y m a d e u s e o f t h e f r e e d o m o f 
s p e e c h o p e r a t i v e in " the w o r l d ' s m o s t d e m o c r a t i c country", re fused to sign t h e 
r e p o r t . Lt . C o l . A d o m a i t i s r e p r i m a n d e d t h e p r i s o n e r i n o b s c e n e l a n g u a g e , 
t h r e a t e n e d to p u t h i m in l a b o r c a m p for twenty years , a n d to tell t h e p r i s o n e r s 
t h a t he i s an in former , e t c . 

O n M a r c h 8 , G r a ž u l i s was b r o u g h t t o Pravieniškia i C a m p , a n d several 
days la ter , w a s as s igned t o t h e 21st B r i g a d e o f t h e S e c o n d G r o u p , m a d e u p o f 
convicts w h o h a d b e t r a y e d p r i s o n e r s t h r o u g h t h e p r i s o n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n a n d 
p r i s o n e r s w h o h a d c o m m i t t e d s o m e o t h e r t r a n s g r e s s i o n . W h e n this b r i g a d e p a s ­
ses by, i n m a t e s o f t h e c a m p t h r o w var ious ob jects a t t h e m , spit a t t h e m a n d 
r id icu le t h e m in every way. A c c u s e d as an in former , G r a ž u l i s even in this 
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br igade , i s s u r r o u n d e d with individuals spying on h im personal ly . 

T h e p r i s o n e r r e q u e s t e d t h r e e t imes t o b e t r a n s f e r r e d t o a n o t h e r 

b r i g a d e . T h e c a m p admin i s t r a t i on wou ld no t consen t . 

In his pe t i t ion , Gražu l i s r e q u e s t s t h e p r o c u r a t o r to al low h im to have 

t h e sc r ip tu re s , a p r a y e r b o o k a n d a rosary . S u c h th ings they a l lowed p r i s o n e r s 

to have , no t only in t h e C z a r s ' p r i sons , b u t in H i t l e r ' s c o n c e n t r a t i o n c a m p s . I f 

t h e r e q u e s t i s no t h o n o r e d , Gražu l i s h a s reso lved to go on a h u n g e r s t r ike unt i l 

h e rece ives t h e ar t ic les h e wan t s . 

F o r go ing o n h u n g e r s t r ikes , t h e c a m p admin i s t r a t i on p u t s p r i s o n e r s 

in p u n i s h m e n t cells a n d m e t e s out o t h e r pena l t i e s . 

O n M a y 10 ,1988 , F a t h e r Kaz imie ra s Gražu l i s wen t t o t h e Pravieniškia i 

L a b o r C a m p for t he p u r p o s e o f giving his b r o t h e r , w h o was conf ined t h e r e , t h e 

s c r ip tu re s , p r a y e r b o o k a n d rosa ry r e q u e s t e d b y h im. T h e c a m p d i r ec to r ca l led 

F a t h e r Gražu l i s a pa r a s i t e , a de s t roye r of cu l tu re , a n d wi thou t even de ign ing to 

explain on wha t basis , re fused to accep t t he aforesa id ar t ic les . 

F r o m M a y 13-28,1988, P e t r a s Gražu l i s was s e n t e n c e d to a p u n i s h m e n t 

cell. C a m p D i r e c t o r Col . A r l a u s k a s exp la ined to his re la t ives t he r e a s o n for t he 

p u n i s h m e n t - "For failing to t ake his ass igned sea t w h e n eating". ( In reality, t he 

p r i s o n e r was ea t ing in t he p l ace ass igned to h im.) 

In p r o t e s t agains t t he unjust p u n i s h m e n t , Gražu l i s , whi le in t he pun i sh ­

m e n t cell, p r o c l a i m e d a h u n g e r s t r ike . 

U p o n c o m p l e t i o n of his stay in t he p u n i s h m e n t cell, physically 

w e a k e n e d , he was p l a c e d in t he c a m p hospi ta l . By o r d e r s o f Col . A r l a u s k a s , 

Gražu l i s was d i s c h a r g e d from the hospi ta l a n d on J u n e 8 , o n c e again sent to t he 

p u n i s h m e n t cell, this t ime, b e c a u s e d u r i n g his last stay in t he p u n i s h m e n t cell, 

he h a d fasted. 

O n J u n e 9 , D i r e c t o r A r l a u s k a s i n fo rmed Gražu l i s ' s b r o t h e r , F a t h e r 

Kaz imie ra s Gražu l i s , w h o was visiting t he c a m p , " W h e n he ge t s ou t , we' l l lock 

him up for a n o t h e r fifteen days; we have t h e r e a s o n for it." 

T o F a t h e r Gražu l i s ' s r e m o n s t r a t i o n that this was i n h u m a n , a n d the 

wor ld wou ld k n o w abou t it, Col . A r l a u s k a s sarcast ical ly r e p l i e d tha t r e l a t ions 

b e t w e e n the Soviet U n i o n a n d the U.S .A. , in his op in ion , wou ld surely no t 

d e t e r i o r a t e jus t b e c a u s e of s o m e o n e like P e t r a s Gražu l i s . 

"... T h a n k you for t he le t ter full of good , w a r m w o r d s . T h o s e w o r d s a r e 

a real elixcr for t he hea r t . W h e n o n e feels t he g o o d n e s s of p e o p l e , t he sensitivity 

of s imp le souls a n d the i r ability to u n d e r s t a n d , th ings b e c o m e b r igh te r a n d 

eas ier . T h e c ross which o n e ge ts to ca r ry by o n e ' s own cho ice b e c o m e s no t so 

heavy a n d the way s e e m s not so thorny . T o d a y , i t i s i n c o m p a r a b l y b e t t e r for us 

than for t hose w h o wa lked the way of exile a n d i m p r i s o n m e n t forty or m o r e years 

ago . T h e y a r e t he o n e s w h o w e r e real h e r o e s a n d mar ty rs ! U n k n o w n , i sola ted , 

c o n d e m n e d to cold, hunger , a n d d e a t h . W h e n I th ink of t h e m , my pa in a n d mis -

G i n t a u t a s I e š m a n t a s wri tes : 
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fo r tune pa le by c o m p a r i s o n . A n d no o n e was ab le to h e l p them. . . a n d we - - t h e r e 

i s no c o m p a r i s o n . 

"You k n o w tha t you a r e no t a lone , tha t t h e r e a r e many, m a n y h e a r t s 

wi th you. As for t he t ru th a n d jus t ice of which you speak. . . I mus t say I do no t 

expec t it. So tha t i t might be c leare r wha t a n d how, I am p r e s u m i n g to enc lose 

a p o e m , after r e a d i n g which you will u n d e r s t a n d . Of cou r se , i t is no t wr i t t en 

a b o u t myself, i t is genera l i zed , a n d t he r e fo r e con ta in ing s o m e similar i t ies , i t ex­

pla ins s o m e things abou t m e . I t i s t oo b a d tha t i t i s very long, a n d t he re fo re , on 

t he b o r i n g s ide. H o w e v e r , have the p a t i e n c e to r e a d it. I t i s ca l led ' T h e P r o p h e t ' . 

A n e t e rna l theme ." 

Wlwt are you listening for, mule, O prophet, 

To the thundering depths? It seems as though 

the very flow of time has quickened. Tltey rise from somnolence 

like accursed, close-packed layers. 

Once sleeping consciousness awakens. Tlie dream, 

Concealed in silence emerges, 

unlike a flash of sunlight shone the thought. 

Wliat yesterday was thought still normal, 

we now say was a vise and darkness. 

Injustices and tears speak out... and hearts 

confused begin to tremble: how much untruth, 

how much deceit has been collected! 

And how much there still exists! Tliey shiver, who 

built the fearsome castle of injustice... 

Just look! Tlie pale curse 

recedes already, writhing... is it not this 

you longed for, when your pain, in a breath 

flooding the soul hurled to the heavens 

words which tore away the mask from lies, 

revealed forbidden essence. How 

beautiful you were then, how radiant was your face! 

Benumbed, we stared, o're come with fear, 

of what was now to be.... But you were not atremble, 

you were straight and strong in adversity. 

Tliough fury angrily cried out "Crucify him! 

"Crucify him!" and the crowd applauded it. 

Golgotha's sufferings awaited. As though a prize 

you received them then as Blessing 

in advance already knowing that you would endure 

whatever destiny would bring... to all in heartache 

you became a light and an example. So why, 

So why dissatisfied and restless? What troubles you? 
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Surely it does not disturb the calm, that with it, 

with your wishes'pennant rise 

also they who, angered, 

once besmirched you they stride, regardless, 

they do not recognize you... it seems of old 

they yearned for this and nothing more... you would think 

they would take you and exaultyou. And for what? 

Perhaps because you exposed 

their vile weakness without pity? Quite the reverse! 

They will never forgive you for it. Having sinned 

by lies, now come to truth, they will attack and block. 

And yet perhaps most painful is the fact 

that they to whom you dedicated dreams 

and courage like a hope, are even they unheeding 

as it were, of what you did? ... But then you know 

that it was always thus. Tlie world 

pushes forward only so. Just wait, 

it is only the beginning. And your clear voice 

reached but a few souls... And besides, 

it was not for glory that you undertook the task, 

and not for her are you alive on earth... 

M a y , 1988 

N E W S F R O M T H E D I O C E S E S 

K a u n a s 

O n J u n e 30, 1988, t h e D e a n s o f t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f K a u n a s a n d t h e 
D i o c e s e o f Vilkaviškis w e r e s u m m o n e d to t h e C h a n c e r y o f t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f 
K a u n a s for t h e i r a n n u a l m e e t i n g with t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r for R e l i g i o u s Affairs, 
P e t r a s Ani l ioni s . 

Ani l ionis , after a n n o u n c i n g t h a t this year his t r a d i t i o n a l l e c t u r e t o t h e 
d e a n s w o u l d n o t t a k e p l a c e , s u g g e s t e d that t h e y have a g e n e r a l d i scuss ion on 
q u e s t i o n s o f m u t u a l c o n c e r n . Ani l ionis himself b e g a n b y expla in ing t h a t 
c e m e t e r y m e m o r i a l m a r k e r s h a d a l r e a d y b e e n o r d e r e d , i f c i t izens s o d e s i r e d t o 
inscr ibe re l ig ious symbols officially on grave m a r k e r s , s o m e t h i n g w h i c h h a d 
b e e n h e r e t o f o r f o r b i d d e n t o g o v e r n m e n t c ra f t smen; n o r a r e g o v e r n m e n t a g e n ­
cies f o r b i d d e n t o a c c e p t o r d e r s for c e m e t e r y crosses . 

T h e C o m m i s s i o n e r t r ied t o c o n v i n c e t h e d e a n s t h a t i t i s n o w very easy 
a n d p r o p e r to d e e d par i sh s t r u c t u r e s — r e c t o r i e s e r e c t e d in t h e p r i e s t s ' n a m e -
- to t h e s ta te , which c o m m i t s itself to r e n t t h e m to m i n i s t e r s o f t h e C h u r c h . 

T o t h e q u e s t i o n w h e t h e r r e s t r u c t u r i n g w o u l d effect C h u r c h - s t a t e rela­
t ions : specifically w h e t h e r F a t h e r s Al fonsas Svar inskas a n d Sigitas T a m k e v i č i u s 
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The Cathedral of Vilnius as an art gallery. 

w o u l d r e m a i n in p r i son , Ani l ion is r ep l i ed tha t this ques t i on i s u n d e r c o n s i d e r a ­

t ion, bu t tha t a who le list of r e spons ib l e officials is still agains t t h e r e l e a s e of 

t h e s e pr ies t s . "You mus t u n d e r s t a n d tha t jus t as you have your ex t remis t s , we 

have in o u r mids t a theis t ext remis ts , with w h o m i t i s a l so no t easy to reason ," 

t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r apo log ized . 

D u r i n g the mee t ing , t he d e a n s d id no t p l ace t o o m u c h c r e d e n c e in t he 

m a g n a n i m i t y shown by C o m m i s s i o n e r Ani l ionis ( t ime will tel l ) ; t h e ques t i ons 

c o n c e r n e d e c o n o m i c m a t t e r s . 

V i l n i u s 

At t h e e n d of May , 1988, t he C h a n c e r y of t h e A r c h d i o c e s e of Vi ln ius 

r ece ived a c o m m u n i c a t i o n f rom the C o m m i s s i o n e r for Re l ig ious Affairs , P e t r a s 

Ani l ionis , in which i t was a n n o u n c e d that pe t i t ions by t h e faithful, a d d r e s s e d to 

t he C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e o f the C o m m u n i s t Pa r ty o f t h e Soviet U n i o n in M o s c o w , 

r e q u e s t i n g that t h e C a t h e d r a l of Vilnius - p resen t ly an a r t gal lery - be r e t u r n e d , 

have b e e n r e t u r n e d from M o s c o w to h im. In his le t ter , Ani l ion is affirms tha t a t 

t he p r e s e n t t ime , t h e r e i s no possibili ty of r e s p o n d i n g posit ively to t he r e q u e s t . 

V i l n i u s - K a u n a s 
On M a y 22, 1988, a t 3:00 P .M. , pens ive a n d s o m b e r r e s i d e n t s of Vil­

n ius a n d the i r gues t s a s s e m b l e d i n G e d i m i n a s S q u a r e t o c o m m e m o r a t e a n d 
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August 23, 1987 demonstration in Vilnius. 

h o n o r t he vict ims of t h e 1948 d e p o r t a t i o n of t h o s e w h o lie in m a s s graves a t e t e r ­

nal res t in t h e g r o u n d of S iber ia , o r a long the sho re s o f t h e A r c t i c O c e a n . ( O n 

M a y 2 1 , a t t he A n g a r i e t i s M o n u m e n t , t h e vict ims w e r e officially c o m ­

m e m o r a t e d . ) 

H a r d l y h a d s o m e s p o k e n a n d ' h e na t iona l h y m n b e e n sung, w h e n from 

the l o u d s p e a k e r s , t h e w o r d s p o u r e d out , "Along t h e N e m u n a s , a n o t h e r m o r n ­

ing has a l r eady dawned. . . " a n d mili t ia officers d e m a n d e d tha t t h e c r o w d d i s ­

p e r s e immedia te ly . T h e terrifying pas t r o s e b e f o r e t he p e o p l e s ' eyes , whi le l oud 

mus ic t u r n e d on by g o v e r n m e n t officials r e v e r b e r a t e d t h r o u g h t h e s q u a r e a t t h e 

highest dec ibe l s . By t h e efforts o f t he K G B a n d the milit ia, t h e c r o w d was d is ­

p e r s e d in a few minu t e s . 

So even in t h e s e days of p r o c l a i m e d d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n , this su rp r i s e s us 

less t h a n the behav io r o f s o m e pa r i sh p r ies t s . Al l o f L i thuan ia , even t h e un ­

bel ievers , k n e w tha t t h e evening o f M a y 22, t h e c o m m e m o r a t i o n s o f t h e m u r ­

d e r e d a n d d e c e a s e d vict ims o f t he 1948 p e r s e c u t i o n s w o u l d t ake p l a c e t he 

evening of M a y 22 in all t h e c h u r c h e s . 

H o w e v e r , in m a n y c h u r c h e s , especia l ly in t h e cit ies, th is w a s no t an­

n o u n c e d , a n d still, p e o p l e a s s e m b l e d in t h e c h u r c h e s i n g r e a t e r n u m b e r s t h a n 

usual . T h i s i s especial ly to be sa id of such c e n t e r s o f devo t ion a n d L i t h u a n i a n 
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spirit as t h e C h u r c h of Saint N i c h o l a s in Vilnius, or t h e C a t h e d r a l o f K a u n a s . 
W h y d i d t h e pr ies t s k e e p q u i e t ? W i t h o u t r e a s o n , i t a p p e a r s . S i n c e b y 

t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s o w n efforts a su i table c o m m e m o r a t i o n was a r r a n g e d , i s this 
a l leged humil i ty g o o d for us? 

T h a t m e m o r a b l e evening, t h e faithful a s k e d o f t h e pr ie s t s only prayer , 
p r a y e r for t h e i r re lat ives a n d fellow c o u n t r y m e n w h o d i e d so far f rom the i r 
h o m e l a n d . D u r i n g every funeral M a s s we pray : "It i s a holy a n d w h o l e s o m e 
t h o u g h t t o p r a y for t h e d e a d . " 

W h y d i d we not w a n t to p r a y t o g e t h e r for t h o u s a n d s o f o u r fellow 
c o u n t r y m e n w h o s e b o n e s w e r e s c a t t e r e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e vast w a s t e l a n d o f 
S iber ia? 

I n t h e C a t h e d r a l o f K a u n a s , t h e s p e a k e r c h o s e his w o r d s m o s t e lo­
quent ly . T h e r e was n o t t h e least m e n t i o n w h a t i n t e n t i o n H o l y M a s s was b e i n g 
offered for. Af ter services, t h e o r g a n p layed m u s i c a l var ia t ions for a l o n g t i m e . 
T h e p e o p l e d i d not d i s p e r s e . W h e n t h e o r g a n fell si lent, t h e faithful w h o p a c k ­
e d t h e c a t h e d r a l p r a y e d t o g e t h e r for t h e d e a d , a n d s a n g t h e L i t h u a n i a n N a t i o n ­
a l A n t h e m . 

H e e d l e s s o f t h e ra in w h i c h h a d s t a r t e d , t h e vict ims o f Sta l in i sm w e r e 
c o m m e m o r a t e d a t t h e t o m b of M a i r o n i s as well. 

K a u n a s 

O n M a y 22,1988, i n t h e s e m i n a r y c h a p e l i n K a u n a s , t h e sp i r i tua l d i r e c ­
t o r u r g e d t h e s e m i n a r i a n s t o r e m e m b e r i n p r a y e r t h e vict ims o f Stal in d e p o r t e d 
forty y e a r s previously. F o r t h e f i r s t t i m e s ince 1944, t h e n a t i o n a l a n t h e m of in­
d e p e n d e n t L i t h u a n i a was sung i n t h e s e m i n a r y c h a p e l . 

Ž a g a r ė (Joniškis Rayon) 

At t h e b e g i n n i n g o f F e b r u a r y , 1988, t h e P a s t o r o f Ž a g a r ė , F a t h e r G u s ­
tavas G u d a n a v i č i u s , was s u m m o n e d t o t h e p r o c u r a t o r ' s office i n Jonišk i s . T h e 
rayon p r o c u r a t o r w a r n e d F a t h e r G u d a n a v i č i u s for s igning an a p p e a l to p e o p l e 
of good-wil l w o r l d - w i d e on t h e o c c a s i o n of F e b r u a r y 16, a n d t h r e a t e n e d t h a t for 
s u c h activity, h e c o u l d b e s e n t e n c e d t o t e n years o f i m p r i s o n m e n t . 

L a z d i j a i 

At t h e e n d of M a r c h , 1988, p a r i s h c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s of t h e rayon 

w e r e s u m m o n e d t o t h e offices o f t h e Execut ive C o m m i t t e e . T h i s t i m e , t h e C o m ­
m i s s i o n e r for Rel ig ious Affairs, P e t r a s Ani l ionis himself, " e d u c a t e d " t h e m . After 
s inging t h e p r a i s e s o f Soviet f r e e d o m of c o n s c i e n c e a n d rel igion, t h e C o m m i s ­
s i o n e r fell t o a t t a c k i n g w h a t t h e g o v e r n m e n t calls ext remis t pr ies t s , a m o n g t h e m , 
F a t h e r R o k a s P u z o n a s a n d F a t h e r Petras-Kąstyt i s Krikšč iukai t i s . T h e C o m m i s ­
s i o n e r w a s d i s t u r b e d b e c a u s e t h e a foresa id pr iests , in carry ing out re l ig ious min­
i s t ra t ions , several t imes visited c h u r c h e s of t h e rayon in R u d a m i n a a n d 
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A religious procession in Alytus IIparish. 

Leipal ing i s . N o r was h e p l e a s e d b y t h e w o r d s o f R o b e r t a s G r i g a s s p o k e n d u r i n g 
a funera l in Le ipa l ing i s : " E v e n t h o u g h t h e y h a v e to c u t me to p i e c e s , n e v e r t h e ­
less we will s p e a k - u n d e r t o d a y ' s c o n d i t i o n s in t h e Soviet U n i o n , t h e r e i s no 
f r e e d o m of re l ig ion!" 

C o m m i s s i o n e r Ani l ionis d e m a n d e d t h a t i n t h e future, c h u r c h c o m m i t ­
tees n o t al low s u c h indiv iduals a s F a t h e r R o k a s P u z o n a s o r y o u n g R o b e r t a s 
G r i g a s t o s p e a k n o t only i n c h u r c h , b u t a t t h e c e m e t e r y , o t h e r w i s e , h e w o u l d 
p e n a l i z e t h e re l ig ious a s s o c i a t i o n s t h e m s e l v e s . 

A l y t u s 
O n M a y 5 , 1988, m e m b e r s o f t h e Alytus I I c h u r c h c o m m i t t e e , V . 

A l e k n a a n d S. B e n d o r a v i č i u s , w e n t to t h e Office o f t h e C o u n c i l for R e l i g i o u s 
Affairs i n Vi lnius t o l e a r n t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s d e c i s i o n r e g a r d i n g t h e e x p a n s i o n 
o f t h e c h u r c h bui ld ing. T h e y w e r e r e c e i v e d b y Vice C o m m i s s i o n e r J o z ė n a s , w h o 
s t a t e d t h a t this q u e s t i o n w o u l d b e d e c i d e d b y t h e L.S.S.R. C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s . 
At t h e C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s , t h e chief o f t h e r e c e p t i o n r o o m , V i s o c k a s , a n d of­
f i c i a l K o r o b l o v a e x p l a i n e d t o m e m b e r s o f t h e c o m m i t t e e t h a t t h e q u e s t i o n r e a l ­
ly w o u l d be d e c i d e d by t h e C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s , a n d be l ievers c o u l d k n o w t h e 
d e c i s i o n t h e evening of M a y 5 at t h e h e a d q u a r t e r s of t h e Alytus Rayon E x e c u -
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tive C o m m i t t e e . 
A t t h e Execut ive C o m m i t t e e , n o specific a n s w e r was o b t a i n e d . T h e ex­

p l a n a t i o n was given t h a t t h e q u e s t i o n m u s t b e d e c i d e d b y t h e local g o v e r n m e n t , 
or even M o s c o w . In t h e o p i n i o n of t h e rayon g o v e r n m e n t , i t i s not n e c e s s a r y to 
e n l a r g e t h e c h u r c h of Alytus II s ince t h e c h u r c h of Alytus I is not full, e spec ia l­
ly in t h e w i n t e r . ( T h e Alytus I c h u r c h is n o t h e a t e d . ) 

T h e so lut ion sugges ted b y t h e Execut ive C o m m i t t e e : bel ievers , d o n o t 
be afra id of a little c o l d or of travel l ing to m o r e d i s t a n t c h u r c h e s . 

R u d a m i n a ( L a z d i j a i R a y o n ) 

A t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f F e b r u a r y 1988, b r i g a d e l e a d e r Algis S a k a l a u s k a s 
o f t h e Kirsna C o m m u n a l F a r m s u m m o n e d t h e p e o p l e o f his b r i g a d e a n d a s k e d 
t h e m to sign s o m e sor t o f p a p e r . S a k a l a u s k a s d e c l a r e d t h a t i t was a d o c u m e n t 
r e q u e s t i n g t h e a p p o i n t m e n t o f a n e w pr ies t to R u d a m i n a . A c c o r d i n g to him, t h e 
p r i e s t h a d a l r e a d y b e e n a p p o i n t e d a n d t h e only th ing n e e d e d w a s t o col lect t h e 
s i g n a t u r e s of p e o p l e to testify t h a t they really n e e d a pr ies t . 

F e b r u a r y 13,1988, t h e rayon n e w s p a p e r , Work Flag, p u b l i s h e d t h e pet i­
t ion f rom t h e r e s i d e n t s o f t h e Kirsna C o m m u n a l F a r m . In t h e pe t i t ion, t h e r e i s 
an angry a t t a c k on t h e faithful w h o g a t h e r e d F e b r u a r y 5 f rom all c o r n e r s of 
L i t h u a n i a t o t h e c h u r c h i n R u d a m i n a t o c o m m e m o r a t e a n d p r a y for t h e la te 
F a t h e r J u o z a s Z d e b s k i s o n t h e s e c o n d anniversary o f his d e a t h . A n a t t e m p t i s 
m a d e t o a c c u s e t h e m o f extremist a t tacks , having n o t h i n g i n c o m m o n with t h e 
c o m m e m o r a t i o n o f t h e d e c e a s e d . T h e t h r e a t i s b e i n g m a d e t h a t i n t h e fu ture 
s u c h c o m m e m o r a t i o n s will n o t b e t o l e r a t e d . 

Twenty-seven s i g n a t u r e s w e r e c o l l e c t e d f rom p e o p l e by m e a n s of a 
r u s e t o s o m e o n e ' s s t a t e m e n t wr i t ten i n b a d faith a t t h e inst igat ion o f b r i g a d e 
l e a d e r S a k a l a u s k a s . 

T h a t d a y in t h e c h u r c h of R u d a m i n a , H o l y M a s s was offered, a ser­
m o n was p r e a a c h e d a n d p r a y e r s w e r e said a t t h e grave o f F a t h e r Z d e b s k i s . 

V i l n i u s 
On M a y 22, 1988, at a b o u t 11:00 A . M . , in Vilnius, not far f rom t h e 

C h u r c h of St. Nicholas , t h r e e individuals in civilian d r e s s j u m p e d up to Nijole 
S a d u n a i t e a n d , wi thout s u b m i t t i n g any identi f icat ion, twis ted h e r a r m s , p u s h e d 
h e r by force in to a Zhigul i a u t o m o b i l e . ( O n e of t h e officials h a d a l r e a d y dr iven 
Nijolė S a d ū n a i t ė a b o u t t h e forest of L i t h u a n i a a n d Byeloruss ia for a b o u t thirty 
h o u r s on A u g u s t 28 - 29,1987, wi thout a w a r r a n t . ) 

T h i s t ime, i n Russ ian, they t h r e a t e n e d t o t a k e h e r t o Kolyma, a n d t o 
d r o w n h e r in t h e river. At Nijole S a d ū n a i t ė ' s a p a r t m e n t ( A r c h i t e k t ų 27-2) t h r e e 
m o r e m e n a w a i t e d t h e m , o n e mi l i t iaman a n d two civilians. W h e n Nijolė 
d e m a n d e d that they p r o d u c e p a p e r s a n d a w a r r a n t for h e r ar res t , t h e milit ia of­
f i c e r p r o m i s e d t o p r o d u c e everything i n ten m i n u t e s . T h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e day, 
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however , e v e n t h o u g h Nijolė S a d ū n a i t ė t e l e p h o n e d t h e K G B a n d t h e militia, w h o 
p r o m i s e d t o c lear everything u p i m m e d i a t e l y , n o o n e ever d i d p r o d u c e t h e 
p r o m i s e d p a p e r s . 

Nijolė S a d ū n a i t ė twice w a n t e d t o g o o u t in to t h e yard, b u t t h e y w o u l d 
n o t let h e r . W h e n s h e t r i e d t o go, they k n o c k e d h e r d o w n o n t h e s teps . 

A t a b o u t 6:00 P . M . , t h e y d i s c o n n e c t e d h e r t e l e p h o n e a n d k e p t i t dis­
c o n n e c t e d unti l 9:00 P . M . U n t i l 9:00 P.M., M i s s S a d ū n a i t ė w a s k e p t u n d e r h o u s e 
a r r e s t w i t h o u t c a u s e . T h a t very day, s h e d i r e c t e d a p e t i t i o n to U.S.S .R. 
P r o c u r a t o r G e n e r a l R a k u n k o v , d e m a n d i n g t h a t h e a p p r e h e n d a n d p u n i s h t h o s e 
w h o "crude ly v iolate t h e m o s t e l e m e n t a r y h u m a n r ights g u a r a n t e e d b y t h e C o n ­
st i tut ion a n d b y t h e H e l s i n k i F i n a l Act." 

O n J u n e 8 ,1988, Nijolė S a d ū n a i t ė w a s a g a i n r u d e l y d e t a i n e d . A s s h e 
left t h e h o u s e , two m e n l e a p e d out of a Zhiguli a u t o m o b i l e , of w h i c h o n e was 
K G B M a j o r Bimbyr i s . T h e chekis ts , p u s h i n g M i s s S a d ū n a i t ė b y force i n t o t h e 
a u t o m o b i l e , t o o k h e r t o t h e R e p u b l i c K G B Divis ion. M a j o r Bimbyr i s k e p t M i s s 
S a d ū n a i t ė t h e r e for over a n h o u r , f rom t i m e t o t i m e sugges t ing t h a t s h e leave t h e 
c o u n t r y . 

All day long, Nijolė S a d ū n a i t ė was fol lowed o p e n l y b y K G B a g e n t s . O n 
J u n e 9,1988, M i s s S a d ū n a i t ė a p p e a l e d t o C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f t h e Soviet U n i o n 
G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y G o r b a c h e v . I n h e r p e t i t i o n s h e wri tes : " W h a t i s t h e r e a s o n 
for s u c h n e r v o u s n e s s on t h e p a r t of t h e K G B . . . P e r h a p s i t i s t h e fact t h a t I am 
o n e of t h e o r g a n i z e r s o f t h e rally c o m m e m o r a t i n g t h e forty-seventh a n n i v e r s a r y 
o f t h e m a s s d e p o r t a t i o n s to S iber ia? A b o u t 40,000 i n h a b i t a n t s o f L i t h u a n i a b e ­
c a m e vict ims of d e p o r t a t i o n s . Late ly in t h e pres s , m u c h i s b e i n g wr i t ten, saying 
t h a t i t i s n e c e s s a r y to i n d i c a t e t h e specif ic e n e m i e s of r e s t r u c t u r i n g a n d 
d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n . P l e a s e res t r ic t t h e a r b i t r a r i n e s s o f t h e L i t h u a n i a n K G B . " 

Š i a u l i a i 
On A p r i l 24, 1988, p s y c h o t h e r a p i s t G u t m a n a s w a s giving c i t izens o f 

Šiauliai a l e c t u r e on hypnosis . D u r i n g t h e l e c t u r e , he gave a d e m o n s t r a t i o n of 
hypnos i s . H e to ld p e o p l e o n s tage s e l e c t e d f rom t h e a u d i e n c e a n d u n d e r hyp­
nos i s to look at a child a p p a r e n t l y c l imbing up a r o p e . L a t e r , t h r o w i n g a r o p e 
t o w a r d t h e m , h e w a r n e d t h e m that i t was a s n a k e ; h e to ld t h e m t o eat b r e a d 
w h i c h wasn ' t t h e r e , e t c . T h e h y p n o t i z e d subjects w o u l d obey, r e a c t i n g a c c o r d ­
ingly. 

Af ter t h e s e tr icks, p s y c h o t h e r a p i s t G u t m a n a s d e c l a r e d t h a t t h e 
m i r a c l e s o f J e s u s a n d M o s e s r e s t e d on just s u c h a f o u n d a t i o n : t h e a s c e n s i o n i n t o 
h e a v e n , t h e t r a n s f o r m i n g of a staff in to a s n a k e , or t h e m i r a c u l o u s mul t ip l ica­
t ion o f loaves. T o a r g u m e n t s f rom t h e a u d i e n c e t h a t t h o s e w h o a r e h y p n o t i z e d 
d o n o t r e m e m b e r la ter w h a t they d i d u n d e r hypnos i s , whi le t h e A p o s t l e s , wit­
n e s s e s o f t h e m i r a c l e s o f J e s u s , o n t h e c o n t r a r y , t a l k e d a b o u t t h e m , w r o t e a b o u t 
t h e m , t h e l e c t u r e r h a d n o t h i n g specific t o answer , just a s h e h a d n o t t o t h e 
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r e m i n d e r t h a t after t h e m i r a c u l o u s m u l t i p l i c a t i o n o f t h e loaves, f r o m five loaves 
o f b r e a d twelve m e a s u r e s o f r e m n a n t s w e r e c o l l e c t e d . 

Af ter t h e l e c t u r e , p s y c h o t h e r a p i s t G u t m a n a s , p r e s s e d b y his l i s teners , 
e x p l a i n e d t h a t wi th s u c h t r icks h e i s trying t o " i m p r o v e t h e a u t h o r i t y o f a t h e i s m , 
w h i c h h a s c o m p r o m i s e d itself, a n d u p unti l now, basical ly i n c u l c a t e d b y a d ­
minis t ra t ive m e t h o d s . " 

P a n e v ė ž y s 
I n F e b r u a r y 1988, A d m i n i s t r a t o r K a z i m i e r a s D u l k s n y s o f t h e D i o c e s e 

o f Panevėžys , C h a n c e l l o r K. J u o d e l i s , p a s t o r o f R a m y g a l a F a t h e r K. B a r o n a s , 
t h e p a s t o r o f U l i ū n a i F a t h e r R . P u k e n i s , a d d r e s s e d a p e t i t i o n t o t h e C h a i r m a n 
of t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e . In t h e pe t i t ion, i t s ta te s : 

"With t h e s p r e a d o f d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n , we c o m e to y o u wi th a r e q u e s t . 
A l l o w u s t o r e p a i r t h e s h r i n e i n Barkla inia i . " 

T h e s h r i n e , s t a n d i n g o n a n a r c h e o l o g i c a l m o n u m e n t , t h e fortress-hil l 
o f Barklaičiai , i s n e g l e c t e d . Af ter m a k i n g r e p a i r s to t h e s h r i n e a t t h e e x p e n s e of 
t h e re l ig ious a s s o c i a t i o n s a n d c l e a n i n g u p its env i rons , t h e o l d a r c h i t e c t u r e o f 
t h e village a n d a beaut i fu l bit o f n a t u r e w o u l d be saved. In this way, we w o u l d 
c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e rea l i za t ion o f t h e p u r p o s e s o f t h e c u l t u r e fund. 

T h e s h r i n e i s very n e c e s s a r y to t h e local r e s i d e n t s for t h e w a k i n g o f 
t h e i r d e c e a s e d , s o t h a t p a r t i c i p a n t s i n funerals w o u l d n o t h a v e t o t ravel t o o far: 
11 k m . to t h e c h u r c h in R a m y g a l a or 5 k m . to U l i ū n a i . 

W i t h p e r m i s s i o n g r a n t e d to u s e t h e litt le c h a p e l , a p r i e s t c o u l d p e r ­
f o r m t h e funera l r i tes on t h e spot . A b o u t 150 r e s i d e n t s o f t h e Vil lage o f 
B a r k l a i n i a i s u p p o r t e d t h e p e i t i o n with the i r s i g n a t u r e s . 

On J u n e 19,1988, t h e faithful o f t h e p a r i s h o f Velykiai sent t h e rayon 

g o v e r n m e n t a s imilar p e t i t i o n . In t h e p e t i t i o n for t h e s a m e p u r p o s e , t h e faith­
ful r e q u e s t t h e r e t u r n o f t h e little c h a p e l in the i r dis tr ict ( c o n f i s c a t e d w h o k n o w s 
w h e n ) . T h e r e q u e s t w a s s igned b y 543 p e r s o n s . 

I N T H E S O V I E T R E P U B L I C 

T h e C o m m e m o r a t i o n o f t h e M i l l e n i u m o f t h e t h e B a p t i s m o f t h e 
K i e v a n R u s ' 

I n 988, P r i n c e V l a d i m i r o f Kiev r e c e i v e d b a p t i s m i n t h e E a s t e r n R i t e 
f rom C o n s t a n t i n o p l e a n d Kievan Rus ia , f rom t h e v iewpoint o f t h e C h u r c h , b e ­
c a m e di rect ly d e p e n d e n t o n t h e P a t r i a r c h o f C o n s t a n t i n o p l e . W h e n , i n 1054, 
P a t r i a r c h C e r u l a r i u s split with R o m e , Kievan R u s i a d i d n o t b r e a k off t ies r ight 
away wi th t h e S u c c e s s o r o f P e t e r i n R o m e . 

A s l a te a s 1458, M e t r o p o l i t a n G r i g o r i o f Kiev r e c e i v e d o r d i n a t i o n a s 
a b i s h o p i n R o m e . I t w a s m u c h l a t e r t h a t o r t h o d o x y b e g a n t o s p r e a d a m o n g t h e 
C h r i s t i a n s o f K i e v a n R u s i a , especia l ly wi th t h e r i se o f M o s c o w a n d its a t t e m p t 
t o k e e p t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f t h e R u s s i a n l a n d s wi thin t h e G r a n d D u c h y o f 
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L i t h u a n i a at least in its eccles iat ical ju r i sd ic t ion . 
In r e s i s t a n c e to this foreign inf luence, a n d in t h e d e s i r e to r e m a i n loyal 

t o t h e S u c c e s s o r o f t h e A p o s t l e P e t e r , m o s t o f t h e b i s h o p s o f t h e E a s t e r n C h u r c h , 
within t h e G r a n d D u c h y o f L i t h u a n i a , p r o c l a i m e d in 1596 in Bres t , L i t h u a n i a , 
that t h e y w e r e r e t u r n i n g t o unity with t h e A p o s t o l i c S e e a n d r e t a i n i n g only t h e 
E a s t e r n R i t e a n d t h e Slavonic l a n g u a g e t h e r e i n . 

F o r a lmost four h u n d r e d years , this i d e a o f u n i o n r e m a i n e d alive in t h e 
h e a r t s o f E a s t e r n R i t e C a t h o l i c U k r a i n i a n s a n d Byeloruss ians . F o r the i r u n i o n 
with R o m e , m a n y m a r t y r s p o u r e d out the i r b l o o d , gave the i r life ( A r c h b i s h o p 
J o s e p h a t Kincevič ius o f Polock, t h e Jesu i t pr ies t A n d r e w B o b o l a ) . E s p e c i a l l y 
g r e a t sacrif ices o f b l o o d a n d life w e r e offered up d u r i n g t h e m o s t difficult years 
w h e n t h e u n i o n was b a n n e d , 1839-1905, a n d 1946. T h e difficulties e n d u r e t o this 
day. H i s t o r i e s like t h e Kraž ia i in Kestaičiai , L i t h u a n i a , r e p e a t e d t h e m s e l v e s al­
m o s t annua l ly in t h o s e days. 

T h i s year, as t h e m i l e n i u m of t h e B a p t i s m of t h e R u s ' i s b e i n g 
c e l e b r a t e d , t h e O r t h o d o x c h u r c h o f W e s t e r n U k r a i n e a n d T r a n s c a r p a t h i a , s u p ­
p o r t e d by t h e Soviet g o v e r n m e n t , i s trying to c e l e b r a t e this j u b i l e e as a c e l e b r a ­
t ion of t h e c o n s o l i d a t i o n of o r t h o d o x y . In t h e s e reg ions, i n h a b i t e d by C a t h o l i c s 
o f t h e E a s t e r n R i t e , a l o n g s i d e every c h u r c h t a k e n away f rom t h e u n i a t e 
C a t h o l i c s , a g reat o r t h o d o x cross of o a k is b e i n g e r e c t e d , even t h o u g h till now, 
even t h e o r t h o d o x h e r e u s e d t o e r e c t only L a t i n c r o s s e s (e.g., i n t h e c e m e t e r i e s ) . 

C a t h o l i c U k r a i n e i s m a r k i n g t h e m i l e n i u m of its b a p t i s m , r e c e i v e d in 
unity with t h e C h u r c h of R o m e , by walking t h e difficult r o a d of t h e c a t a c o m b s . 
T h e i r difficult pl ight at t h e t i m e of this jubi lee, is r e v e a l e d by a s t a t e m e n t of t h e 
faithful f rom t h e Vil lage of B u b n i s h a , recent ly sent to G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y Mik­
hail G o r b a c h e v of t h e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e o f t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f t h e Soviet 
U n i o n : 

"We, t h e bel ieving C a t h o l i c s o f t h e E a s t e r n R i t e ( r e g a r d l e s s o f w h a t 
they call us: u n i a t e s or m e m b e r s o f t h e U k r a i n i a n C a t h o l i c C h u r c h ) , fervently 
d e s i r e t h a t r e s t r u c t u r i n g a n d o p e n n e s s t o u c h u s t o o , t h a t you, h o n o r a b l e 
G e n e r a l Secre tary , a n d o t h e r s o f o u r society, w o u l d f i n a l l y u n d e r s t a n d t h a t w e 
a r e Soviet p e o p l e , t h e s a m e as everybody else. 

" T o this day, m u c h i s wr i t ten a b o u t us in b o o k s a n d s p o k e n a b o u t us 
over r a d i o a n d television; only regre t tab ly in a d i s t o r t e d , u n t r u e fashion, i n c o m -
patibvle with t h e spirit o f o p e n n e s s . J u s t d u r i n g t h e p a s t year, w h e n in o t h e r 
reg ions i n h a b i t e d by o u r society, o p e n n e s s i s a c q u i r i n g e v e r - g r e a t e r r ights, false­
h o o d is s p o k e n a b o u t us. As p r o o f we suggest a look at t h e r e p o r t of O r e s t 
Micha l iuk, p r i n t e d in Isvestia, 1987, N o . 357: 

' " T h e i r service r e n d e r e d t o t h e H i t l e r i t e o c c u p a t i o n a n d the i r c r i m i n a l 
a l l iance with b a n d i t s f ina l ly o p e n e d t h e eyes of t h e faithful to t h e t r u e face of 
the u n i a t e h i e r a r c h y . H e n c e , t h e efforts o f patr iot ica l ly d i s p o s e d clergy a n d 
bel ievers t o d i s t a n c e t h e m s e l v e s f rom t h e pro-Fasc i s t u n i a t e h i e r a r c h y a n d have 
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d o n e o n c e a n d for all with t he un ion of Bres t , i s a r e u n d e r s t a n d a b l e . In 1946, in 

Lvov, wi th t he n o t e d C h u r c h activist Gavr i l Kos te ln ik - - l a te r ki l led by b a n d i t s -

- p res id ing , a w e l l - a t t e n d e d synod of t he un ia t e s ( G r e e k - r i t e Ca tho l i c s ) t o o k 

p l ace , wh ich d e c i d e d to annu l t he dec i s ions o f t he m e e t i n g a t B r e s t in 1596, to 

t e r m i n a t e t he un ion , t o s e p a r a t e f rom t h e Va t i can , a n d t o r e t u r n t o t h e ho ly O r ­

t h o d o x faith o f ou r forefa thers , a n d to j o in t h e R u s s u a n O r t h o d o x C h u r c h . ' 

"After r e a d i n g t he se w o r d s , t h e ques t i on ar ises , ' W h o k n o w s a b o u t u s 

b e t t e r t h a n w e d o ourse lves? ' H e n c e , w e d e c i d e d t o wr i t e a b o u t ourse lves s o 

tha t o t h e r s w o u l d also u n d e r s t a n d us be t t e r . 

"First of all, we bel ieving Ca tho l i c s of t h e E a s t e r n R i t e , a r e consc ien -

c ious Soviet ci t izens, a n d no t e n e m i e s . We w o r k for t he g o o d o f all t h e m e m ­

b e r s o f ou r society a n d we des i re wor ld p e a c e . We do no t ra i se any pol i t ical 

d e m a n d s , bu t only ask tha t we E a s t e r n R i t e Ca tho l i c s be t r e a t e d a s r e q u i r e d by 

Soviet laws for cults , a n d the Cons t i tu t ion of t h e U.S .S .R. 

"Secondly, everyone shou ld u n d e r s t a n d tha t i t i s no t so easy or s imp le 

to c h a n g e re l igions . A mass ive convers ion to a n o t h e r faith is neve r a m a t t e r of 

free-will, s ince cons t ra in t a t consc i ence i s w o r s e t h a n d e a t h . W h e n the Chr i s ­

t ians of t he first cen tu r i e s w e r e be ing p r e s s u r e d to r e n o u n c e the i r faith, they 

c h o s e d e a t h . So wi th r e g a r d to t h e Lvov Synod of 1946: its r e q u i r e m e n t tha t we 

c h a n g e from the Ca tho l i c faith to t he O r t h o d o x c a n n o t be e f fec tua ted for us 

Ca tho l i cs . W e c a n n o t g o against ou r consc i ence . T h e Cons t i t u t i on a n d i n t e r n a ­

t ional law g u a r a n t e e us t he r ight to profess tha t faithf which we wish to p ro fess . 

A n d so , t he pa r t i c ipan t s in t he Synod of Lvov cou ld d e c i d e only for t hemse lves 

w h e t h e r to exchange the Ca tho l i c rel igion for t h e O r t h o d o x , or not . I f a C a t h o l i c 

freely wishes to c h a n g e to Or thodoxy , tha t is a m a t t e r for his c o n s c i e n c e . No 

o n e has t he r ight to forbid h im. 

"If t he Lvov Synod of 1946 h a d d e c i d e d to conver t to t he P r o t e s t a n t or 

M u s l i m rel igion, o r to s o m e sect , wou ld we t h e n have to obey i t agains t o u r o w n 

consc i ence? Bes ides , in t he Lvov Synod of 1946, no t a single C a t h o l i c b i s h o p of 

t h e E a s t e r n R i t e t ook pa r t . Bu t even i f a t least o n e b i s h o p h a d p a r t i c i p a t e d in 

t he a foresa id mee t ing , a n d de fec ted f rom the Ca tho l i c C h u r c h , w e w h o r e m a i n 

Ca tho l i c s do no t have to obey h im. 

"Hence , jus t i ce d e m a n d s tha t a long wi th O r t h o d o x c h u r c h e s , Ca tho l i c 

c h u r c h e s a n d pa r i shes o f t he E a s t e r n R i t e a lso be o p e n e d , tha t we might be ab le 

to p r a y a c c o r d i n g to ou r own consc ience , give t he p e o p l e themse lves t he o p p o r ­

tuni ty to d e c i d e w h a t rel igion they will follow! N e i t h e r t he Synod of Lvov, no r 

t h e P o p e o f R o m e , n o r P a t r i a r c h P i m a n can o r d e r u s by force t o k e e p to this o r 

t ha t rel igion. Re l ig ion by force is no t r ea l rel igion. 

"Ores t Micha l iuk wr i tes tha t t h e un i a t e h i e r a r chy c o o p e r a t e d wi th t he 

Hi t l e r i t e s , a n d t he r e fo r e t he faithful d e c i e d to c h a n g e the i r re l igion a n d to split 

wi th t h e Va t i can . Micha l iuk a p p a r e n t l y d o e s no t u n d e r s t a n d tha t t he behav io r 

of p e o p l e filling h igh pos t s i s o n e thing, a n d re l ig ion is qu i t e s o m e t h i n g else . 
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Rel ig ion i s j u d g e d no t by t he behav io r o f individuals , b u t a c c o r d i n g to w h a t t h a t 

re l igion t e a c h e s . A m o n g t h e apos t l es o f J e s u s was J u d a s , a t ra i to r . B u t to c o n ­

c lude f rom this fact t ha t t h e re l ig ion of Chr is t t e a c h e s t r e a s o n w o u l d no t be logi­

cal . 

" W h e n shou ld u n d e r s t a n d tha t t he Ca tho l ics o f E a s t e r n R i t e a n d 

R o m a n Ca tho l i c s p rofess t he s a m e t ru ths o f re l igion, rece ive t h e s a m e sac r a ­

m e n t s ins t i tu ted by Chr i s t a n d obey t h e s a m e P o p e o f R o m e . T h e i r views o f t h e 

Soviet g o v e r n m e n t a r e t h e s a m e as t hose o f R o m a n Ca tho l i cs . T h e only dif­

f e rence i s in t h e l i turgy a n d the l anguage u s e d t h e r e . A n d this i s an in te rna l m a t ­

ter , wi th in t he C h u r c h . By law, t h e Soviet g o v e r n m e n t d o e s no t in te r fe re in such 

m a t t e r s . 

"If, d u r i n g the war , h igh- rank ing clergy or rank-and- f i l e be l ievers d id 

no t act as they shou ld have , this d o e s no t m e a n tha t i t i s n e c e s s a r y to r e n o u n c e 

o n e ' s rel igion. T h a t was the i r p e r s o n a l fai lure, a n d the C h u r c h o r t he V a t i c a n 

h a d n o t h i n g t o do wi th it. We k n o w tha t t h e r e w e r e so ld iers , officers a n d 

t e a c h e r s w h o c o l l a b o r a t e d with t he G e r m a n s . T h e r e w e r e a lso O r t h o d o x cler­

gy w h o c o l l a b o r a t e d wi th t h e m . Bu t i s d o e s no t occur to a n y o n e on tha t bas i s 

tha t t he a r m y mus t be d i s b a n d e d , schools abo l i shed , o r t h e O r t h o d o x re l ig ion 

b a n n e d . 

"We look not a t wha t individuals did , bu t a t wha t t h e re l ig ion of Chr i s t 

t e a c h e s . A n d i t t e a c h e s u s t o k e e p the c o m m a n d m e n t s o f G o d a n d the jus t laws 

o f t he s ta te , to ma in t a in love a m o n g na t ions , s t a tes a n d r a c e s . 

"There fo re , we the r e s iden t s of t he Vi l lage of B u b n i s h c h a ( R e g i o n of 

Ivan F rankovsk , Rayon of Do l ina , U k r a i n i a n S.S.R.) w e r e , a n d r e m a i n , 

Ca tho l i c s as we d id be fo re a lso after t h e Lvov Synod of 1946. Up unt i l 1983, we 

cou ld a t t e n d the G r e e k - R i t e Ca tho l i c C h u r c h in our village. In O c t o b e r 1983, 

t he militia c losed ou r chu rch , s m a s h e d ou r iconostas is , a n d took away ou r b a n ­

ne r s a n d o t h e r c h u r c h inventory. In this way, they of fended us as be l ievers . In 

1983, a who le list of o the r ne ighbo r ing G r e e k Ca tho l i c p a r i s h e s w e r e similarly 

dea l t with. A c c o r d i n g to Soviet law, twenty be l ievers a r e e n o u g h to have a pa r i sh 

regis ter . I n o u r village, t h e r e a r e m o r e t h a n t h r e e h u n d r e d Ca tho l i cs . W e ask 

you urgent ly to give t he o r d e r to o p e n the G r e e k Ca tho l i c c h u r c h in t h e Vi l lage 

of B u b n i s h c h a , a n d to al low a Ca tho l i c pr ies t o f t he E a s t e r n R i t e to c o m e . T h e 

pr ies t will have no ties wi th t he Hi t le r i t es , t h e Hi t l e r i t e Fasc is t s , n o r will he be 

a b o u r g e o i s e nat ional is t . 

"This wou ld be a g rea t con t r ibu t ion to t he fur ther d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n of 

ou r society. We w o u l d be very grateful , a n d wou ld w o r k wi th even g r e a t e r 

d e d i c a t i o n for t he g o o d of t he fa the r land . T o d a y , we have no t h e a r d tha t an af­

f irmative answer h a d b e e n rece ived . 

"Cathol ics o f L i t h u a n i a s u p p o r t t h e E a s t e r n - r i t e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h o f 

t he U k r a i n e by their p r aye r a n d sol idar i ty in its n o b l e s t ruggle for f u n d a m e n t a l 

h u m a n rights." 
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NOTE: A c c o r d i n g to i n f o r m a t i o n avai lable, a g r o u p of indiv idual s 
l iberal ly inc l ined deceitfully h i d i n g b e h i n d t h e s u p p o r t o f a u t h o r i t a t i v e p e r s o n s , 
is t rying to " r e t r a c t " t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n to Chronicle of the Catholic Church in 

Lithuania, n u m b e r 75 . T h e a u t h o r o f t h e ar t ic le a c c u s e s u s o f n a r r o w m i n d e d -
ness, i n t o l e r a n c e t o w a r d n o n - C a t h o l i c s , a n d for this t h e y call us ant i-Soviet . 
E n t e r i n g i n t o t h e c o n c e p t o f i n t o l e r a n c e i s t h e f r e e d o m t o see b y jus t m e a n s t h a t 
t h e e n t i r e society a g r e e s with i d e a s d e f e n d e d b y this o r t h a t g r o u p . H e n c e , w e 
o n c e aga in d e c l a r e i t i s o u r d e e p e s t convict ion t h a t i t i s n o t sl ides, b a n n e r s or 
crying out , " F r e e d o m for L i t h u a n i a ! " w h i c h will b r i n g t r u e a n d c o p m p l e t e 
f r e e d o m for t h e n a t i o n . H i s t o r y k n o w s o f m o r e t h a n o n e i n s t a n c e w h e n a n in­
d i g e n o u s g o v e r n m e n t was n o b e t t e r t h a n a n o c c u p a t i o n g o v e r n m e n t . F o r 
f r e e d o m , i t i s n e c e s s a r y to b e c o m e m a t u r e a n d to be its slaves. H e n c e , we first 
o f all u r g e all o u r fellow c o u n t r y m e n in o u r h o m e a n d in o u r w o r l d to t u r n b a c k 
t o G o d , a n d t o k e e p i n all s e r i o u s n e s s t h e c o m m i t m e n t G o d h a s given t o 
m a n k i n d . Sin is t h e g r e a t e s t slavery of n a t i o n s . 

O n l y t h e Chronicle h a s t h e right to r e t r a c t ar t ic les w h i c h i t h a s c a r r i e d . 
P l e a s e c o n s i d e r a p o l o g i e s o f this n a t u r e , a n d even a t t e m p t s t o r e t r a c t , c o m i n g 
f rom e l s e w h e r e , invalid. 

L i t h u a n i a n , r e m e m b e r t h a t : 

F a t h e r Al fonsas Svar inskas 
F a t h e r Sigitas T a m k e v i č i u s 
Balys G a j a u s k a s 
P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s 
V i k t o r a s P e t k u s 
G i n t a u t a s I e š m a n t a s 

a n d o t h e r s a r e w e a r i n g t h e c h a i n s o f i m p r i s o n m e n t s o t h a t you might 
be ab le to live a n d bel ieve in f r e e d o m . 

Lithuania, 1988 
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I N D E X O F P E R S O N S 

A d o m a i t i s 2 9 
A l e k n a , V. 36 
A l m i n a s , F a t h e r A d o m a s 1 4 
A n g a r i e t i s 34 
Ani l ionis , P e t r a s 9 , 3 2 , 3 3 , 35, 

36 
A n u ž i s , F a t h e r Stanis lovas 14 
A r l a u s k a s 30 
A r l a u s k a s , F a t h e r K l e m e n s a s 

13 
A r n a š i u s , F a t h e r A l b i n a s 1 3 
A t k o č i ū n a s , F a t h e r E d m u n d a s 

14 
August i s , F a t h e r A n t a n a s 1 4 
B a c i u š k a , Algis 22 
B a c i u š k i e n ė , M o n i k a 2 2 , 2 9 
B a g d o n a v i č i u s , K. 21 
B a r o n a s , F a t h e r K. 39 
Base lė , M i s s 20 
B e n d o r a v i č i u s , S. 36 
B e r n o t a s , F a t h e r P e t r a s 1 4 
Bimbyr i s 38 
Bitvinskas, M s g r . A n t a n a s 9 
Bobola,S.J . , A n d r e w 4 0 
Borisevičius, B i s h o p V i n c e n t a s 

i 
B o r u t a , F a t h e r J o n a s 1 4 
B r a d ž i u s , F a t h e r B r o n i u s 1 4 
Bučel i s , F a t h e r J o n a s 1 3 
B u č i n s k a s , F a t h e r J o n a s 1 4 
B u d a u t i e n ė , E l e n a 2 0 
B u k a u s k a s , F a t h e r J u o z a p a s 1 4 
B u n k u s , F a t h e r A n t a n a s 1 4 
B u r n e i k i s , F a t h e r Bronis lovas 

14 
C e r u l a r i u s 39 
Cidiz ikas , P e t r a s 2 3 
D a m b r a u s k a s , F a t h e r L i u d a s 

13 
D a n i e l i u s , V i n c a s 25, 26 
D a n i l o v 15 
D e g u t i s , F a t h e r Z e n o n a s 1 4 
D o t i e n ė , M r s . J . 18,20 
Dulksnys , M s g r . K a z i m i e r a s ii, 

39 
E ž e r i n s k a s , F a t h e r Stanis lovas 

14 

G a j a u s k a s , Balys 2 7 , 2 8 , 4 3 
G a r j o n i s , F a t h e r A n t a n a s 1 3 
G a š č i ū n a s , F a t h e r K a z i m i e r a s 

14 
G a u r o n s k a s , F a t h e r A n u p r a s 

13 
G a u r o n s k i s , F a t h e r V i n c e n t a s 

13 
G e d i m i n a s 3 3 
Gedvi lą, F a t h e r J o n a s 1 3 
G e n u t i s , F a t h e r Algis 14 
G o d i l a u s k a s , F a t h e r Č e s l o v a s 

13 
G o r b a c h e v , M i k h a i l 1 2 , 1 5 , 1 6 , 

1 7 , 2 0 , 2 1 , 2 3 , 3 8 , 4 0 
G r a b a u s k a s , F a t h e r J u o z a p a s 

14 
G r a ž u l i e n ė , M o n i k a 2 2 
G r a ž u l i s 2 1 
G r a ž u l i s , F a t h e r A n t a n a s 2 2 , 2 9 
G r a ž u l i s , F a t h e r K a z i m i e r a s 

2 2 , 2 9 , 3 0 
G r a ž u l i s , P e t r a s 16, 2 1 , 2 2 , 2 5 , 

2 9 , 3 0 , 4 3 
G r a ž u l i s , Povi las 22 
G r a ž u l y t ė , A l b i n a 2 2 , 2 9 
G r a ž u l y t ė , A n g e l ė 2 2 
G r a ž u l y t ė , R e g i n a 2 2 
G r a ž u l y t ė , V a l ė 2 2 
G r i g a s , R o b e r t a s 35, 3 6 
G r i g o r i 39 
G u d a n a v i č i u s , F a t h e r 

G u s t a v a s 3 5 
G u t m a n a s 3 8 , 3 9 
Gylys, F a t h e r A n t a n a s 1 3 
H i t l e r 2 3 , 3 0 
I e š m a n t a s , G i n t a u t a s 30, 4 3 
Il inčius, F a t h e r Stanis lovas 14 
Ivanauskas , F a t h e r A n t a n a s 1 4 
Jadvirš i s , F a t h e r K o n s t a n t i n a s 

14 
J a g u l a i t i e n ė , M a r y t ė 2 2 
J a n a u s k a s , F a t h e r J u o z a p a s 1 4 
J a s a s , F a t h e r P e t r a s 1 4 
Jasulai t i s , J u o z a s 2 2 
J a z o v 2 2 
J o n a u s k a s , F a t h e r Boles lovas 

14 
J o z ė n a s 3 6 
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J u d a s 4 2 
J u o d e l i s , K. 39 
Jurev ič ius , M e č i s l o v a s 26 
Jurga i t i s , F a t h e r A n t a n a s 1 3 
K a u n e c k a s , F a t h e r J o n a s 1 4 
K h a r c h e v , K o n s t a n t i n 8 , 1 0 
Kincevičius, A r c h b i s h o p 

J o s e p h a t 4 0 
K l e b o n a s , F a t h e r V i n c e n t a s 1 4 
Knipavič ius , F a t h e r T a d a s 1 4 
K o r o b l o v a 36 
Koste ln ik , Gavr i l 4 1 
Krikščiukai t i s , F a t h e r P e t r a s -

Kąstytis 35 
Kr ikšč iūnas , B i s h o p 

R o m u a l d a s ii, 10 
K u p r e l i e n ė , M r s . 2 0 
Kusas , F a t h e r J o n a s 1 4 
K u z n e t s o v 8 
L a b u k a s - M a t u l a i t i s , B i s h o p 

J u o z a s ii 
L a t a k a s , F a t h e r Bronis lovas 13 
L e i t a , A. 18 
L e t u k a s , F a t h e r Stanis lovas 1 4 
L i e p a , R. 22 
Linkevičius, F a t h e r P e t r a s 1 3 
L i s a u s k a s , S. 2 1 , 2 2 
M a i r o n i s 3 5 
M a t u l a i t i s , B l e s s e d J u r g i s 3, 5, 

6 , 1 0 , 1 1 
M a t u l i o n i s , B i s h o p Teofi l ius i , 

ii 
M a ž e l i s , B i s h o p P e t r a s i i 
M a ž e l i s , F a t h e r J u o z a p a s 1 4 
M a ž r i m a i t ė , G r a ž i n a 18,19, 2 0 
M e r l i ū n a s , F a t h e r P e t r a s 1 4 
M i c h a l i u k , O r e s t 4 0 , 4 1 
Michelev ič ius , B i s h o p V l a d a s 

ii, 10 
Miklovas , F a t h e r J u o z a p a s 1 4 
Mikutav ič ius , F a t h e r V y t a u t a s 

14 
Miškinis , F a t h e r Jul i jonas 14 
M o l o t i v 2 3 
M o s e s 3 8 
M o t e k a i t i s , F a t h e r V y t a u t a s 14 
N a š l ė n a s , F a t h e r P e t r a s 1 4 
O r a n t a s , F a t h e r Aloyzas 1 4 
P a č i n s k a s , F a t h e r J u o z a p a s 1 4 

P a k a m a n i s , F a t h e r A l g i r d a s 1 4 
Palšis, F a t h e r P e t r a s 1 3 
P a l t a r o k a s , B i s h o p K a z i m i e r a s 

i 
P a u l a u s k a s , F a t h e r J o n a s 1 3 
Petkev ič ius 26 
P e t k u s , V i k t o r a s 4 3 
P e t r a u s k a s , F a t h e r V y t a u t a s 1 4 
P e t r a u s k i s , F a t h e r J o n a s 1 4 
P e t r o n a i t i s , F a t h e r A n t a n a s 1 4 
P i m a n 4 1 
Pocev ič ius 2 3 , 2 4 , 2 5 
P o p e J o h n P a u l I I 1 , 3 , 5 , 1 0 
P o š k u s , B r o n i u s 23, 24, 25 
Povi lonis, A r c h b i s h o p L i u d a s 

ii, 9 , 1 0 
Pranska i t i s , F a t h e r A l b e r t a s 1 4 
Pre ikšas , B i s h o p J u o z a s ii, 9, 

10 
P r i a l g a u s k a s , F a t h e r 

K a z i m i e r a s 14 
P r i d o t k a s , F a t h e r Al fonsas 1 4 
P u d ž ė m y s , F a t h e r A d o l f a s 1 3 
P u i d o k a s , F a t h e r K l e m e n s a s 1 4 
P u k e n i s , F a t h e r R . 3 9 
P u z a r a s , F a t h e r P e t r a s 1 4 
P u z o n a s , F a t h e r R o k a s 35, 3 6 
Racev ič ius , F a t h e r B r o n i u s 1 4 
R a d z e v i č i u s 27 
R a k u n k o v 3 8 
R a m a n a u s k a s , B i s h o p P r a n a s 

i, ii 
R e i n y s , A r c h b i s h o p 

M e č i s l o v a s i 
R i a u k a i t ė , J a n i n a 2 0 
R i b b e n t r o p 2 3 
R i m k u s , F a t h e r K a z i m i e r a s 1 4 
R i m š a 2 0 
R u d z i n s k a s , F a t h e r J o n a s 1 4 
R u t a l ė , F a t h e r J u o z a p a s 1 4 
S a d a u s k a s , F a t h e r V y t a u t a s 1 3 
S a d ū n a i t ė , Nijolė 2 4 , 3 7 , 3 8 
Saint C a s i m i r 5 
Sa int L u k e 3 
Saint P a u l 3 , 5 , 6 , 8 
Saint P e t e r 40 
S a k a l a u s k a s , Algis 37 
Š a r k a u s k a s , F a t h e r L i u d v i k a s 

14 
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S e r a p i n a s , F a t h e r L i u d a s 1 4 
Šeškevičius, F a t h e r A n t a n a s 

1 3 , 1 8 
Š i m k u s , F a t h e r A n t a n a s 1 3 
Š imkus, F a t h e r Z i g m a s 1 4 
S i r t a u t a s , F a t h e r H e n r i k a s 1 4 
Širvaitis, F a t h e r J u o z a p a s 1 4 
Šiurys, F a t h e r J u o z a s 1 3 
Sladkevič ius , C a r d i n a l V i n c e n ­

tas ii, 1 , 2 , 3 , 8 , 9 , 1 0 , 1 1 
S l a n k a u s k a s , B e n j a m i n a s 2 5 , 2 6 
Šlevas, F a t h e r V l a d a s 14 
Sta l in ii, 7 , 1 9 , 2 2 , 2 3 , 3 5 
S t e p o n a v i č i u s , B i s h o p 

Ju l i jonas ii, 25 
S t o k o r i e n ė , A l d o n a 1 8 , 1 9 , 2 0 
Str iukis , F a t h e r A n t a n a s 1 3 
S t u k a s , F a t h e r P e t r a s 1 4 
Šukys, F a t h e r J u o z a s 14 
Šulcas , F a t h e r H e n r i k a s 1 4 
Svar inskas , F a t h e r Al fonsas 10, 

25, 2 7 , 3 2 , 4 3 
Talaiš is , F a t h e r B e r n a r d a s 14 
T a m k e v i č i u s , F a t h e r Sigitas 10, 

2 5 , 2 6 , 3 2 , 4 3 
T a m o š a u s k a s , F a t h e r Ju l ius 1 4 
T e r e s i ū t ė , R e g i n a 2 6 
T u b i e n ė , K a z i m i e r a 2 5 
Vėl ioniškis , F a t h e r 

K o n s t a n t i n a s 14 
V a i č e k o n i s , F a t h e r P r a n c i š k u s 

9 
Vaič ius , B i s h o p A n t a n a s ii, 9, 

10 
Valai t i s , F a t h e r Fel iksas 14 
Velavičius, F a t h e r V i n c a s 13 
V e n c k u s , F a t h e r P e t r a s 1 4 
V e n c k u s , F a t h e r P r a n a s 1 3 
V e n s k u n i e n ė , O n a 2 2 
Vesel is , F a t h e r L e o n a s 1 4 
Vičiulis, F a t h e r J o n a s 14 
V i s o c k a s 36 
V l a d i m i r 39 
Volskis, F a t h e r Aloyzas 14 
V y t a u t a s 15 
Ž e b e r s k i s , F a t h e r I g n a c a s 1 3 
Žilys, F a t h e r F e r d i n a n d a s 14 
Ž u k a s , F a t h e r K a z i m i e r a s 1 4 
Ž u l p a , F a t h e r R o m u a l d a s 1 4 

Ž v i r z d i n a s , F a t h e r V y t a u t a s 1 4 
Z a c h a e u s 3 , 5 
Z d e b s k i s , F a t h e r J u o z a s 3 7 

I N D E X O F PLACES 

A f g h a n i s t a n 16 
A l k s n ė n a i 1 5 , 1 7 
Alytus 2 1 , 2 2 , 3 6 , 3 7 
Alytus 1 3 7 
Alytus II 35, 3 6 , 3 7 
Anykšč ia i 16 
Bark la ič ia i 39 
B a r k l a i n i a i 39 
B a t a k i a i 12 
B r e s t 4 0 , 4 1 
B u b n i s h a 4 0 
B u b n i s h c h a 4 2 
Byeloruss ia 37 
C a n a 6 
C o n s t a n t i n o p l e 3 9 
D o l i n a 4 2 
Eiš i škės 16 
G a l i l e e 6 
G a r g ž d a i 1 8 , 1 9 
G a u r ė 1 2 
G i r d ž i a i 1 5 , 1 6 
G i ž a i 1 5 , 1 7 
H e l s i n k i 3 8 
I r e l a n d 6 
Italy 7 
Ivan F r a n k o v s k 42 
J o n a v a 15 
Joni šk i s 35 
J u r b a r k a s 16 
K ė d a i n i a i 16 
K a i š i a d o r y s ii, 10 
K a p č i a m i e s t i s 1 5 , 1 7 , 1 8 
K a p s u k a s 1 6 , 1 8 , 2 1 , 2 2 
K a u n a s i , ii, 9 , 1 5 , 2 2 , 2 5 , 3 2 , 

3 3 , 3 4 , 35 
K a v a r s k a s 1 6 , 1 7 
K e m e r o v 2 7 
Kęsta ič ia i 40 
Kiev 39 
K i e v a n R u s i a 3 9 
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K l a i p ė d a ii, 1 2 , 1 8 , 1 9 
K o l y m a 37 
Kraž ia i 40 
K r e t i n g a 15, 23, 2 4 , 2 5 
K r i n č i n a s 17 
Kr ivosha in 27 
K u l a u t u v a 1 5 , 1 7 , 1 8 
Kupišk i s 16 
Kybar ta i 9 , 1 5 , 1 7 
Latv ia 3 
Lauga l ia i 1 8 , 1 9 
Lazdi ja i 35, 37 
Leipa l ing i s 1 5 , 1 7 , 1 8 , 35 
Lukišk ia i 29 
Lukš ia i 1 5 , 1 7 , 1 8 
Lvov 40, 4 1 , 42 
M a i d e n Hil l 17 
M a n k ū n a s 2 1 , 2 2 
M a r i i n s k 27 
M a r i j a m p o l ė 3 , 9 , 1 0 , 1 1 
Miros lav 22 
Miros lavas 15 
M o r d o v i a 2 8 
M o s c o w 8 , 9 , 1 0 , 1 5 , 3 3 , 3 7 , 3 9 
N a u j a m i e s t i s 17 
N e m u n ė l i o Radvil iškis 3 
N e m u n a s 3 4 
Novos ib i r sk 27 
O m s k 2 7 
P a b e r ž ė 3 
P a k r u o j i s 16 
P a n e v ė ž y s i, ii, 1 5 , 1 6 , 1 7 , 39 
P a s r u o j a s 17 
Pasvalys 16 
Pilviškiai 18 
Pirkis 27 
P o l a n d 10 
P o l o c k 40 
Pravienišk ia i 29, 30 
P u m p ė n a i 17 
R a m y g a l a 39 
Roki šk i s 16 
R o m e ii, 3, 7 , 8 , 9 , 1 0 , 3 9 , 40, 

4 1 , 4 2 
R o z a l i m a s 16 
R u d a m i n a 35, 37 
Ryliškės 12 
Šakiai 15, 16,18 
Šanč ia i 15 

Sasnava 1 5 , 1 7 , 1 8 
S c o t l a n d 6 
S e r e d ž i u s 1 5 , 1 7 , 1 8 
Šiauliai 16,22, 2 5 , 3 8 
Siber ia i , 2 4 , 2 7 , 28, 3 4 , 3 5 , 3 8 
S t a r o S a i n o k o v 2 6 , 2 7 
Sverdlovsk 27 
Telš ia i i, ii, 9 , 1 2 , 1 3 , 1 7 
T o m s k 2 7 
T r a n s c a r p a t h i a 40 
T u i m e n 2 7 
U k m e r g ė 9 , 1 6 
U k r a i n e 4 0 
U l i ū n a i 39 
U r a l s 2 8 
U t e n a 16 
Valk in inka i 1 5 , 1 6 , 1 8 
V a t i c a n 9 
V e l i u o n a 1 5 , 1 8 
V e l i u o n a s 17 
Velykiai 39 
Vilkaviškis i, ii, 32 
Vilnius i , 7 , 9 , 1 0 , 1 5 , 2 1 , 23, 24, 

2 5 , 2 9 , 32, 33, 34, 36, 37 
Višakio R ū d a 1 5 , 1 7 , 1 8 
V l a d i m i r i 
Ž a g a r ė 3 5 
Ž e m a i č i ų Kalvari ja 1 5 , 1 7 , 1 8 
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Nijole Sadunaite 
A RADIANCE 
IN THE GULAG 

T h i s i s the h e r o i c s t o r y o f o n e 
w o m a n ' s w i t n e s s t o the C a t h o l i c 
Fa i th in the face o f an a t h e i s t i c 
state . H a r a s s e d b y t h e K G B , im­
p r i s o n e d , e x i l e d to S iber ia , re­
l eased , and harassed again: N i j o l e 
S a d u n a i t e c o n t i n u e s t o d e f e n d the 
C h u r c h in L i t h u a n i a . T h i s i s her 
o w n s tory , s m u g g l e d o u t i n J a n u a r y 
1987. P h o t o s , 148pp ( c l o t h $9.95; 
paper $5.95). 
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