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I n t r o d u c t i o n 

I n 1 9 4 0 , w h e n t h e S o v i e t U n i o n o c c u p i e d L i t h u a n i a b y force, 
8 5 . 5 % o f t h e country ' s m o r e than 3 m i l l i o n i n h a b i t a n t s w e r e R o m a n 
C a t h o l i c , 4 . 5 % P r o t e s t a n t , 7 . 3 % J e w i s h , 2 . 5 % O r t h o d o x a n d 0 . 2 % 
o f o t h e r p e r s u a s i o n s . 

I n t h e two a r c h d i o c e s e s a n d four d i o c e s e s w e r e : 7 0 8 c h u r c h e s , 
3 1 4 c h a p e l s , 7 3 m o n a s t e r i e s , 8 5 c o n v e n t s , t h r e e a r c h b i s h o p s , n i n e 
b i s h o p s , 1 2 7 1 d i o c e s a n pr ies ts , 5 8 0 m o n k s , o f w h o m 1 6 8 w e r e pr iests . 
F o u r s e m i n a r i e s h a d 4 7 0 s tudents . T h e r e w e r e 9 5 0 n u n s . 

N u n s c a r e d for 3 5 k i n d e r g a r t e n s , 1 0 o r p h a n a g e s , 2 5 h o m e s for 
t h e a g e d , t w o h o s p i t a l s , a y o u t h c e n t e r , a n d a n i n s t i t u t e for t h e 
deaf-mute. 

O n J u n e 1 5 , 1 9 4 0 , t h e R e d Army m a r c h e d into L i t h u a n i a ; t h e 
i n d e p e n d e n t g o v e r n m e n t was r e p l a c e d b y a p u p p e t r e g i m e . 

O n J u l y 1 4 - 1 5 , r i g g e d e l e c t i o n s w e r e s taged. O n J u l y 2 1 , w i t h t h e 
R e d A r m y sur rounding t h e a s s e m b l y h o u s e , t h e n e w P e o p l e ' s 
D i e t " u n a n i m o u s l y " d e c l a r e d L i t h u a n i a a S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c . 

O n J u n e 2 5 , 1 9 4 0 , t h e C h u r c h was d e c l a r e d s e p a r a t e from t h e 
s tate, a n d t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e H o l y S e e was e x p e l l e d . 

Par i sh lands w e r e c o n f i s c a t e d , c l e r g y sa lar ies a n d p e n s i o n s w e r e 
c u t off, a n d t h e i r savings c o n f i s c a t e d . C h u r c h e s w e r e d e p r i v e d o f 
support . C a t h o l i c pr in t ing p lants w e r e c o n f i s c a t e d , a n d re l ig ious 
b o o k s d e s t r o y e d . 

O n J u n e 2 8 , 1 9 4 0 , t h e t e a c h i n g o f re l ig ion a n d r e c i t a t i o n o f 
prayers i n s c h o o l s was forb idden. T h e U n i v e r s i t y ' s D e p a r t m e n t o f 
T h e o l o g y a n d P h i l o s o p h y was a b o l i s h e d , a n d all pr ivate s c h o o l s w e r e 
n a t i o n a l i z e d . T h e s e m i n a r i e s a t Vi lkav i šk i s a n d T e l š i a i w e r e c l o s e d , 
a n d t h e s e m i n a r y at K a u n a s was p e r m i t t e d to o p e r a t e on a v e r y 
l i m i t e d s c a l e . T h e c l e r g y w e r e s p i e d u p o n c o n s t a n t l y . 

O n J u n e 15, 1 9 4 1 , 3 4 , 2 6 0 L i t h u a n i a n s w e r e p a c k e d off i n ca t t le-
cars t o u n d i s c l o s e d po int s i n t h e S o v i e t U n i o n . After W o r l d W a r I I , 
t h e mass d e p o r t a t i o n s r e s u m e d a n d c o n t i n u e d unt i l 1 9 5 3 . 

V i n c e n t a s B o r i s e v i č i u s , B i s h o p o f T e l š i a i , was a r r e s t e d o n F e b ­
ruary 3 , 1 9 4 6 , a n d c o n d e m n e d to d e a t h after a s e c r e t tr ial . B e f o r e 
year ' s e n d , his auxi l iary, B i s h o p P r a n a s R a m a n a u s k a s , was a l so ar­
r e s t e d a n d d e p o r t e d t o S i b e r i a . B i s h o p T e o f i l i u s M a t u l i o n i s o f Kai­
šiadorys a n d A r c h b i s h o p M e č i s l o v a s R e i n y s o f V i l n i u s w e r e d e p o r t e d 
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to a S i b e r i a n l a b o r c a m p . A r c h b i s h o p R e i n y s p e r i s h e d in p r i s o n at 
V l a d i m i r , N o v e m b e r 8 , 1 9 5 3 . By 1 9 4 7 , L i t h u a n i a was left wi th a 
s i n g l e b i s h o p , K a z i m i e r a s Pal tarokas , o f P a n e v ė ž y s . H e d i e d i n 1 9 5 8 . 

I n 1 9 4 7 , t h e last c o n v e n t s a n d m o n a s t e r i e s w e r e c l o s e d , t h e i r 
c o m m u n i t i e s d i s p e r s e d , a n d all m o n a s t i c ins t i tut ions w e r e o u t l a w e d 

After S t a l i n ' s d e a t h in 1 9 5 3 , t h e r e was a s l ight i m p r o v e m e n t 
i n t h e re l ig ious s i tuat ion. B i s h o p s M a t u l i o n i s a n d R a m a n a u s k a s w e r e 
a l l o w e d to re turn to L i t h u a n i a , b u t not to m i n i s t e r to t h e i r 
d i o c e s e s or to c o m m u n i c a t e with t h e c l e r g y or laity. 

B i s h o p R a m a n a u s k a s d i e d i n 1 9 5 9 , a n d A r c h b i s h o p M a t u l i o n i s 
in 1 9 6 3 . 

I n 1 9 5 5 , two n e w b i s h o p s w e r e a p p o i n t e d b y R o m e a n d c o n ­
s e c r a t e d : J u l i j o n a s S t e p o n a v i č i u s a n d Pet ras M a ž e l i s . S t e p o n a v i č i u s 
has n e v e r b e e n p e r m i t t e d t o a d m i n i s t e r h i s d i o c e s e . 

B i s h o p V i n c e n t a s S l a d k e v i č i u s , c o n s e c r a t e d i n 1 9 5 7 , was k e p t 
u n d e r s e v e r e g o v e r n m e n t res t r ic t ions unti l 1 9 8 2 . I n 1 9 6 5 , M o n s i g n o r 
J u o z a s L a b u k a s - M a t u l a i t i s was c o n s e c r a t e d i n R o m e t o h e a d t h e 
A r c h d i o c e s e o f K a u n a s a n d t h e D i o c e s e o f Vi lkav i šk i s . T w o n e w 
b i s h o p s w e r e c o n s e c r a t e d i n 1 9 6 9 : B i s h o p R o m u a l d a s Kr ikšč iū­
nas was a p p o i n t e d A p o s t o l i c Adminis t ra tor o f the D i o c e s e o f P a n e ­
vėžys, a n d B i s h o p L i u d v i k a s P o v i l o n i s was a p p o i n t e d auxi l iary t o 
B i s h o p L a b u k a s , a n d s u c c e e d e d h i m after his d e a t h i n 1 9 7 9 . 

In 1 9 8 2 , B i s h o p S l a d k e v i č i u s was p e r m i t t e d to re turn to his 
d i o c e s e a s A p o s t o l i c Admini s t ra tor o f Kaiš iadorys . F a t h e r Antanas 
V a i č i u s was n a m e d b i s h o p a n d A p o s t o l i c Adminis t ra tor o f t h e D i o c e s e 
o f T e l š i a i a n d t h e P r e l a t u r e o f K l a i p ė d a . 

R e l a x a t i o n o f p r e s s u r e o n re l ig ious b e l i e v e r s soon r e v e a l e d that 
t h e L i t h u a n i a n p e o p l e w e r e still d e e p l y re l ig ious . I t was d e c i d e d i n 
t h e mid-fifties t o r e s u m e t h e at tack. T h e p r i n c i p a l m e a n s o f a t tack 
w o u l d b e u n l i m i t e d m o r a l p r e s s u r e , s i n c e p h y s i c a l ter ror s e e m e d 
o n l y to s t r e n g t h e n a n d unify t h e faithful. 

In 1 9 7 2 , t h e Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, 

c l a n d e s t i n e l y p u b l i s h e d i n that country, b e g a n t o r e a c h t h e f ree w o r l d 
a t i r regular intervals . P r i m a r i l y i n t e n d e d to k e e p C a t h o l i c s in L i t h u ­
a n i a i n f o r m e d o f t h e s i tuat ion o f t h e C h u r c h t h e r e , t h e s e L i t h u a n i a n 
samizdat a l so serve as a c o n s t a n t a p p e a l to t h e free w o r l d not 
to forget t h e p l ight of a p e o p l e s t ruggl ing aga ins t o v e r w h e l m ­
ing odds t o d e f e n d t h e i r re l i g ious b e l i e f s a n d t o r e g a i n t h e i r 
b a s i c h u m a n r ights . 

Rev. Casimir Pugevičius 

T r a n s l a t o r 
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Appearing s ince 1 9 7 2 
I f possible, make cop ies ! 
R e a d this and pass it on! 

This issue is dedicated as an expression of solidarity with His 

Excellency, the exiled bishop, JULIJONAS STEPONAVIČIUS, 

Apostolic Administrator of the Archdiocese of Vilnius. 
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C A T H O L I C L I T H U A N I A T H A N K S T H E H O L Y F A T H E R , 

J O H N P A U L I I 

H o l y F a t h e r , C a t h o l i c L i t h u a n i a s i n c e r e l y thanks Y o u r H o l i n e s s 
for your p a t e r n a l c o n c e r n for t h e C h u r c h i n t h e l a n d o f L i t h u a n i a , 
w h i c h you o n c e m o r e e x p r e s s e d s o s t i rr ingly b y j o i n i n g through t h e 
H o l y S a c r i f i c e o f t h e M a s s , i n the c o m m e m o r a t i o n o f the J u b i l e e o f our 
nat ion ' s patron, S a i n t C a s i m i r . 

W e painful ly regret , H o l y F a t h e r , that you w e r e n o t a l l o w e d t o 
offer t h e H o l y S a c r i f i c e o f t h e M a s s i n our capi ta l , V i ln ius , 
a t the T o m b o f S a i n t C a s i m i r . T h e pr ies ts a n d t h e faithful o f L i t h u a n i a 
are not g iv ing u p h o p e o f s e e i n g you i n t h e i r country . Y o u r a t t e n t i o n 
t o t h e C h u r c h i n our c o u n t r y a n d your g r a c i o u s n e s s t o our nat ion 
e n c o u r a g e s us, in sp i te of al l tr ials, di f f icult ies and threats , to a 
g r e a t e r loyalty t o t h e C h u r c h o f C h r i s t . 

I n t h e n a m e o f C a t h o l i c L i t h u a n i a , w e e x p r e s s t o you, H o l y 
F a t h e r , our s i n c e r e s t thanks, our filial love, a n d c o m p l e t e o b e d i e n c e . 

T H E S T R U G G L E O F T H E C A T H O L I C C H U R C H I N L I T H U A N I A 

B E C O M E S I N C R E A S I N G L Y D I F F I C U L T , A N D T H E E N E M Y 

M O R E D E V I O U S 

T h i s J u b i l e e Y e a r o f S a i n t C a s i m i r has b e e n for t h e C a t h o l i c 
C h u r c h o f L i t h u a n i a a y e a r o f difficult s t ruggle wi th a t h e i s t i c 
o p p r e s s i o n a n d d e c e i t . 

After t h e arrest o f F a t h e r s Alfonsas Svar inskas a n d Sig i tas 
T a m k e v i č i u s , t h e a the i s t s b e g a n to p u t in to ef fect t h e program for 
p e r s e c u t i o n of t h e C h u r c h se t forth in a s p e e c h last y e a r by 
C o m m u n i s t Party F i r s t S e c r e t a r y , P e t r a s G r i š k e v i č i u s . 

H a v i n g para lyzed t h e p u b l i c ac t iv i t i e s o f t h e C a t h o l i c C o m m i t t e e 
for t h e D e f e n s e o f B e l i e v e r s ' Right s , t h e a the i s t s set a b o u t ext inguish­
ing t h e o ther p o t e n t i a l s o u r c e s o f o r g a n i z e d o p p o s i t i o n t o a t h e i s t i c 
o p p r e s s i o n , n a m e l y , t h e P r i e s t s ' C o u n c i l s . I n his s p e e c h , G r i š k e v i č i u s 
d e m a n d e d that t h e y b e d e c l a r e d a n t i - S o v i e t organizat ions , b u t n o w , 
c o n v i n c e d that a c c o r d i n g t o t h e n e w C o d e o f C a n o n L a w t h e y m u s t b e 
formed, h e has d e c i d e d t o d o e v e r y t h i n g p o s s i b l e s o that P r i e s t s ' 
C o u n c i l s , a n d e s p e c i a l l y C o l l e g e s o f C o n s u l t o r s i n the D i o c e s e s , b e 
so c o n s t i t u t e d as to h e l p t h e a the i s t s to des t roy t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h 
i n L i t h u a n i a and t o e n e r v a t e t h e spir i tual rev iva l o f t h e nat ion. W i t h 
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t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f t h e office o f t h e C o u n c i l for R e l i g i o u s Affairs, t h e 
a t h e i s t s ' i n t e r f e r e n c e has b e e n m o s t o b v i o u s i n t h e organizat ion 
o f t h e D i o c e s e o f P a n e v ė ž y s , w h i c h c o n s u l t o r s h a v e t h e r ight t o e l e c t 
t h e i r n e w adminis t ra tor , i f n e c e s s a r y . 

T h e Aposto l ic S e e has c o n d e m n e d t h e efforts o f a the i s t s t o 
d iv ide t h e C h u r c h i n Nicaragua . T h e a the i s t s h a v e b e e n trying t o d o 
t h e s a m e t h i n g in L i t h u a n i a for a l o n g t i m e : T h e y k e e p t ry ing in e v e r y 
way t o p l a c e i n k e y p o s i t i o n s o f t h e e c c l e s i a s t i c a l h i e r a r c h y , pr ies t s 
w h o have b e t r a y e d t h e C h u r c h . I t i s a l m o s t e x c l u s i v e l y s u c h c l e r g y 
that officials a l l o w to inform the V a t i c a n . 

T o d a y , pr iests w h o h a v e so ld out to t h e g o v e r n m e n t are sti l l in 
t h e minor i ty , so t h e K G B i s m a k i n g great efforts to s e e that in t h e 
future s u c h priests w o u l d c o n s t i t u t e t h e majori ty . S o this y e a r t h e 
recru i t ing o f co l labora tors wi th t h e K G B a m o n g t h e y o u n g m e n 
e n t e r i n g t h e K a u n a s s e m i n a r y has i n t e n s i f i e d . T h e K G B , a s usual , has 
b e e n t h r e a t e n i n g a l m o s t e v e r y a p p l i c a n t that u n l e s s h e p r o m i s e s i n 
wr i t ing t o b e a n a g e n t o f t h e K G B , h e wil l n e v e r se t foot i n t h e sem­
inary. T h e y h a v e p r e s s u r e d t h e y o u n g m e n , saying that m a n y o f t h e 
o t h e r c a n d i d a t e s h a v e a l ready s i g n e d . We fee l sorry for t h o s e y o u n g 
m e n w h o w i t h o u t c o n s u l t i n g good pr ies ts , " h e l p " t h e i r v o c a t i o n b y 
turn ing of f o n t h e s l ippery a n d diff icult road o f t r e a c h e r y . 

I t i s very sad that this year, e v e n s o m e o f t h e s e m i n a r y adminis t ra­
t ion w e r e i n c l u d e d in this work o f c r i p p l i n g c a n d i d a t e s to t h e priest­
h o o d . S o m e o n e from t h e s e m i n a r y a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t r i e d t o a c c u s e o n e 
y o u n g m a n , w h o m K G B p r e s s u r e c o u l d not b r e a k , o f t r u m p e d -
u p of fenses aga ins t the C h u r c h l e a d e r s h i p , a n d la ter t h e K G B a g e n t s 
t h e m s e l v e s a d m i t t e d to t h e y o u n g m a n that i t was n o t t h e s e m i n a r y 
b u t t h e y w h o h a v e p r e v e n t e d h i m from e n t e r i n g . 

T h e work o f r e c r u i t i n g agents a m o n g a p p l i c a n t s t o t h e s e m i n a r y 
i s m a d e m o r e diff icult for t h e K G B b y t h e e x i s t e n c e o f t h e 
c l a n d e s t i n e e x t e n s i o n s e m i n a r y : s o this year, a t t e m p t s a re b e i n g m a d e 
to force pr iests w h o f i n i s h e d t h e la t ter to a p p l y " v o l u n t a r i l y " for 
a d m i s s i o n to t h e first y e a r o f t h e K a u n a s s e m i n a r y . In this way, an 
a t t e m p t i s b e i n g m a d e t o ki l l two b i rds with o n e s t o n e : T o 
para lyze t h e act iv i t ies o f c l a n d e s t i n e l y t r a i n e d pr ies t s , w h o m t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t i s u n a b l e to r e g u l a t e (by i so la t ing t h e m from t h e b e l i e v i n g 
p u b l i c for a t l e a s t f ive y e a r s ) ; a n d to i n t i m i d a t e t h o s e c a n d i d a t e s for 
t h e s e m i n a r y w h o re fuse t o s u c c u m b t o K G B p r e s s u r e a n d c h o o s e t h e 
e x t e n s i o n c o u r s e route . S o m e o f t h e c l e r g y are trying t o s e e a s b o n a 
fide t h e efforts o f t h e a the i s t s t o " l e g a l i z e " t h e c o r r e s p o n d e n c e -
c o u r s e pr ies t s . H o w e v e r , t h e s u g g e s t e d m e t h o d o f l e g a l i z a t i o n i s 
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d e v i o u s . T h e m e r e " v o l u n t a r y " s u b m i s s i o n o f a p p l i c a t i o n s d o e s not 
g u a r a n t e e that t h e a theis t s wi l l a l l o w all t o b e a c c e p t e d b y t h e 
s e m i n a r y . T h e K G B wi l l aga in inter fere, t ry ing t o recrui t , p r e s s u r e 
a n d threaten. O n c e again, t h e y wil l sure ly not to le ra te t h e " s t u b ­
b o r n o n e s " . A s long a s t h e approval o f c a n d i d a t e s into t h e 
s e m i n a r y i s i n t h e h a n d s o f g o v e r n m e n t a thei s t s , t h e C h u r c h i n 
L i t h u a n i a , i n o r d e r t o ass is t v o c a t i o n s , m u s t m a k e u s e o f t h e opt ion 
p r o v i d e d in C a n o n 2 3 5 II d for p r e p a r i n g y o u n g m e n for t h e priest­
h o o d o u t s i d e t h e s e m i n a r y . 

M o r e o v e r , s i n c e al l efforts to i m p r o v e t h e faculty o f t h e s e m i n a r y 
are t h w a r t e d b y g o v e r n m e n t a thei s t s , a n d efforts are e v e n b e i n g 
m a d e to a p p o i n t as s e m i n a r y professors pr ies t s w h o are s h o c k i n g in 
t h e i r " u l t r a - s t r a n g e " v iews . T h e e x t e n s i o n - c o u r s e s e m i n a r y m a y i n t h e 
future b e c o m e t h e o n l y way o f p r e p a r i n g for t h e C a t h o l i c 
C h u r c h o f L i t h u a n i a good pr ies t s w h o h a v e n o t so ld out t o t h e 
a t h e i s t s . 

T h e s truggle against a t h e i s t i c d e c e i t i s very difficult. T h e m o s t 
e n l i g h t e n e d leaders o f our c lergy, Alfonsas Svar inskas a n d Sig i tas 
T a m k e v i č i u s , a re i n pr i son; m a n y d e c e n t pr ies ts , t e r r o r i z e d b y t h e 
a t h e i s t i c g o v e r n m e n t , d o not dare t o protes t t h e m a c h i n a t i o n s 
o f t h e a the i s t s . 

W e pray t h e M o s t H i g h not t o a b a n d o n t h e C h u r c h i n our h o m e ­
land a n d t o c a l l n e w h e r o e s t o d e f e n d t h e r ights o f C h r i s t a n d t h e 
C h u r c h . W e firmly b e l i e v e that e v e n t h e h e a v y cross o f our t i m e s , 
o p p r e s s i n g t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h o f L i t h u a n i a , i s a p r o m i s e o f t h e 
R e s u r r e c t i o n . 

P R I E S T S O F T H E A R C H D I O C E S E O F V I L N I U S G R E E T T H E I R 

B I S H O P - I N - E X I L E , J U L I J O N A S S T E P O N A V I Č I U S 

T h e pr ies ts o f t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f V i l n i u s s e n t H i s E x c e l l e n c y , 
B i s h o p J u l i j o n a s S t e p o n a v i č i u s , i n h o n o r o f t h e twenty-ninth 
a n n i v e r s a r y o f h i s e p i s c o p a c y , t h e fo l lowing g r e e t i n g s : 

" W e c o n g r a t u l a t e Y o u r E x c e l l e n c y o n t h e t w e n t y - n i n t h an­
niversary o f y o u r c o n s e c r a t i o n , a n d w e t h a n k t h e A l m i g h t y a n d t h e 
A p o s t o l i c S e e for this p r e c i o u s gift t o y o u a n d t o our a r c h d i o c e s e . W e 
are grateful to you, Y o u r E x c e l l e n c y , for your se l f-sacri f ic ing c o n c e r n 
for t h e wel fare o f t h e C h u r c h i n our c o u n t r y : a n d w e w i s h you, wi th 
G o d ' s b l e s s i n g , m a n y years t o work o n its b e h a l f . " 

Augus t - S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 8 4 
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Children greet Bishop Julijonas Steponavičius 
at St. Michael's Church during the celebration 
of his twenty-fifth anniversary as bishop. Al­
though he is bishop of the Archdiocese of 
Vilnius, he has been in exile since his consecra­
tion, preventing him from exercizing his episco­
pal duties. 

S i g n e d b y t h e fo l lowing pr ies ts o f t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f V i l n i u s : 

1. Jos i fas A š k e l o v i č i u s , 2. V a c l o v a s Al iu l i s , 3. Antanas Andr iuškev i­
č i u s , 4 . J u o z a s B a l t u š i s , 5 . D a n i e l i u s B a u ž y s , 6 . H e n r i k a s B l a ž e v i č i u s , 
7 . R o m u a l d a s B l a ž y s , 8 . Vytautas B r o n i c k i s , 9 . J a n a s C h a r u k e v i č , 1 0 . 
Aldas Č e p o n i s , 1 1 . R i č a r d a s Č e r n i a u s k a s , 12. P e t r a s D a u n o r a s , 13. 
Antanas D i l y s , 14. Antonis D z i e k a n , 1 5 . Antonas F i l i p č i k . 

1 6 . K a z i m i e r a s G a i l i u s , 17. K o n s t a n t i n a s Gajauskas , 1 8 . I g n a s J a k u t i s , 
19. Pi jus J a n k u s , 2 0 . Vytautas J a s k e l e v i č i u s , 2 1 . B r o n i s l o v a s J a u r a , 2 2 . 
J u o z a s J u o d a g a l v i s , 2 3 . P a v e l a s J u r k o v i l i a n e c , 2 4 . S t a n i s l o v a s Ka-
kar ieka, 2 5 . J o n a s K a r d e l i s , 2 6 . Algis Kaz lauskas , 2 7 . A l g i m a n t a s 
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K e i n a , 2 8 . K a z i m i e r a s Kindurys , 2 9 . Aleksas K o n č i u s , 3 0 . T a d e u š a s 

K o n d r u s e v i č . 

3 1 . Pov i la s K u č i n s k a s , 3 2 . J o n a s Kukta, 3 3 . K a z i m i e ž a s Kulak, 
3 4 . E d m u n d a s Kulv ie t i s , 3 5 . J u z e f a s Kvietkovski , 3 6 . J o n a s L a u -
riūnas, 3 7 . Stasys L i d y s , 3 8 . S i lves t ras M a l a c h o v s k i , 3 9 . Stasys 
M a r k e v i č i u s , 4 0 . Kazys M e i l u s , 4 1 . Alfonsas M e r k y s , 4 2 . Kons tan­
t inas M o l i s , 4 3 . Vladis lavas N o v i c k i , 4 4 . J u z e f a s O b r e m s k i , 4 5 . I g n a s 
P a b e r ž i s . 

4 6 . N i k o d e m a s Paka lka , 4 7 . E d m u n d a s P a u l i o n i s , 4 8 . Z e n o n a s P a t i e -
j ū n a s , 4 9 . M y k o l a s P e t r a v i č i u s , 5 0 . Al fonsas P e t r o n i s , 5 1 . J u o z a s 
P o š k u s , 5 2 . J u o z a s P r a n k a , 5 3 . J u o z a s P u i d o k a s , 5 4 . S t a s y s P u i ­
dokas , 5 5 . Vytautas Pūkas , 5 6 . K a z i m i e r a s P u k ė n a s , 5 7 . P e t r a s Pur lys , 
5 8 . Luki janas R a d o m s k i s , 5 9 . Vytautas R ū k a s , 6 0 . B r o n i u s S a k a v i č i u s . 
6 1 . J u s t i n a s S a u l i u s , 6 2 . L e o n a s S a v i c k a s , 6 3 . Mar i jonas Sav ickas , 6 4 . 
Antanas S i m o n a i t i s , 6 5 . Mar tynas S t o n y s , 6 6 . J o r d a n a s Š l e n y s , 6 7 . 
Č e s l o v a s T a r a š k e v i č i u s , 6 8 . P e t r a s Tarvydas , 6 9 . Adolfas T r u s e v i č , 
7 0 . J u o z a s T u n a i t i s , 7 1 . S t e p o n a s T u n a i t i s , 7 2 . Alber tas U l i c k a s , 7 3 . 
J u o z a s U r b o n a s , 7 4 . K a z i m i e r a s V a i č i o n i s , 7 5 . J o n a s V a i t o n i s . 

7 6 . D o m a s V a l a n č i a u s k a s , 7 7 . Antanas Valatka, 7 8 . K a z i m i e r a s 
V a l e i k i s , 7 9 . D o n a t a s V a l i u k o n i s , 8 0 . K a z i m i e r a s Vas i l iauskas , 8 1 . 
Vladi s lavas V e l y m a n s k i , 8 2 . V a c l o v a s V e r i k a s , 8 3 . J u o z a s Ver tas , 
8 4 . Antonis Z a m a n , 8 5 . K a z i m i e r a s Ž e m ė n a s , 8 6 . M e d a r d a s Č e p o n i s , 
8 7 . M y k o l a s Ž e m a i t i s , 8 8 . J u o z a s B u d r e v i č i u s , 8 9 . J o n a s Matu­
l ion i s , ( l iving i n V i l n i u s ) 9 0 . J o n a s B o r u t a , ( l iv ing i n V i l n i u s ) 

S i g n e d by a gues t from B y e l o r u s s i a , F a t h e r S. K u c z y n s k i , 
P r a e l . M o n . S .S . 

C o u l d not b e c o n t a c t e d : J . A . K a š k e v i č , 2 . J u o z a s N o r k ū n a s , 
3 . Alfonsas T a m u l a i t i s 

R e f u s e d to s ign: 1 . J o n a s M o r k ū n a s , 2 . P r a n c i š k u s V a i č e k o n i s , 
3 . J o n a s D e k s n y s , 4 . Alfredas K a n i š a u s k a s , 5 . J o n a s Gr iga i t i s , 
6 . N i k o d e m a s J a u r a , 7 . S tani s lovas V a l i u k ė n a s . 

P o s t s c r i p t ( : ) T h e pr iests o f t h e D e a n e r y o f Kalvar i ja c o n g r a t u l a t e 
B i s h o p S t e p o n a v i č i u s : 

" T h e pr ies ts o f t h e D e a n e r y o f Kalvari ja, a s s e m b l e d S e p t e m b e r 
3 for re t rea t in S u d e r v ė j a s u n d e r t h e d i r e c t i o n of F a t h e r Adolfas 
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T r u s e v i c i u s c o n g r a t u l a t e you, pay t h e i r r e s p e c t s a n d e x p r e s s t h e i r 
filiai o b e d i e n c e . " 

All pr ies ts o f t h e D e a n e r y o f Kalvar i ja s i g n e d . 

T H A N K S ! 

T o t h e B i s h o p s o f F r a n c e a n d t h e C h r i s t i a n Sol idar i ty I n t e r ­
nat iona l organizat ion for d e f e n d i n g the i m p r i s o n e d pr ies t s Alfon­
sas Svar inskas a n d Sig i tas T a m k e v i č i u s : 

T h e priests a n d faithful o f L i t h u a n i a , after l e a r n i n g from V a t i c a n 
R a d i o a b o u t t h e support o f t h e i r b r e t h r e n i n the F a i t h , i n d e f e n s e o f 
our country ' s most z e a l o u s pr ies t-pr i soners , e x p r e s s t h e i r m o s t s i n c e r e 
grat i tude for y o u r sol idar i ty a n d your u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f our t r o u b l e s . 
T h i s i s not only o f c o n c r e t e a s s i s t a n c e t o the pr ies ts w h o h a v e b e e n 
s e n t e n c e d , b u t a l so o f great mora l support for t h e e n t i r e C h u r c h 
struggl ing in L i t h u a n i a . 

T h e b i s h o p s o f L i t h u a n i a a l so w i s h e d to sign a protes t o v e r t h e 
trial o f t h e pr ies t s , b u t t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r for R e l i g i o u s Affairs b e g a n 
m a k i n g t e l e p h o n e threats t o t h e b i s h o p s , a n d t h e d o c u m e n t was 
n e v e r drafted. 

R E P E R C U S S I O N S O F T H E J U B I L E E O F S A I N T C A S I M I R 

T h e C o m m i s s i o n e r for R e l i g i o u s Affairs, P e t r a s A n i l i o n i s , w o u l d 
not a l l o w t h e fo l lowing v e r s e to be i n c l u d e d in t h e 1 9 8 4 Catholic 

Calendar-Directory s i n c e t h e p o e m was wri t ten, i t s e e m s , by t h e 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e - c o u r s e pr iest , J o n a s M a t u l i o n i s : 

S a t n f Casimir, 

I extend my hands to your holy tomb, 

Brooding there in the silence of Antakalnis, 

Where the fullness of beauty never wanes 

And the universe is immersed in heaven's prayer. 

In the warmth of life, with a rich word. 

I step along the paths of noble thought. . . 

Along the path of your redemptive youth— 

I find the sacred truth of goodness. 

From our Vilnius, City of the Gates of Dawn. 

You soared in silent prayer to heaven's canopy. 
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You bore to the Highest the bloom of youth 

And found there the crown of glory. 

We scatter petals of prayer beneath your feet 

And honor you in the throng of saints . .. 

I extend my hands before your holy tomb. 

With petitions — in the silence of prayer. 

After t h e M a r c h 3 , 1 9 8 4 S a i n t C a s i m i r s o l e m n i t i e s , w h i c h t h e 
K G B t r i e d in var ious ways to play d o w n or a t leas t to disrupt, t h e 
faithful d id not g a t h e r i n great n u m b e r s a t t h e T o m b o f S a i n t C a s i m i r 
unt i l t h e e n d o f t h e j u b i l e e . N o o n e off icial ly o r g a n i z e d pi lgr im­
ages from t h e larger c i t i e s to v is i t t h e r e l i c s o f S a i n t C a s i m i r in t h e 
C h u r c h o f S S . P e t e r and P a u l . B e l i e v e r s c a m e t o V i l n i u s o n l y i n smal l 
groups, o r urged by z e a l o u s pastors. T h r o u g h o u t , an air o f h e s i t a n c y 
p r e v a i l e d , a fear o f organiz ing a n y t h i n g m o r e , so that no o n e w o u l d 
h a v e to suffer. 

S o m e w h a t m o r e w o r s h i p p e r s g a t h e r e d for t h e F e a s t o f S S . P e t e r 
a n d P a u l , b u t t o t h e great surprise o f all, dur ing t h e s e r m o n 
t h e pas tor o f T u r g e l i a i a n d dean, K a z i m i e r a s V a i č i o n i s , s p o k e angr i ly 
a b o u t t h o s e w h o d e m a n d e d re l ig ious f r e e d o m : " T h e y n e e d r ights ! 
T h e y wri te p r o t e s t s ! ! ! L e t t h e m pray m o r e ! T h e y n e e d t o pray, a n d not 
to c o l l e c t s ignatures a n d all k inds of protes t s . . . " t h e R e v e r e n d D e a n 
K a z i m i e r a s V a i č i o n i s said to t h o s e a s s e m b l e d . 

S i m i l a r c u r r e n t s w e r e felt d u r i n g t h e c l o s i n g c e l e b r a t i o n o f t h e 
J u b i l e e o f S a i n t C a s i m i r . T h e p r e a c h e r s w e r e h a n d - p i c k e d t o avoid any 
s trong s t a t e m e n t s regard ing t h e p r e s e n t t r o u b l e s o f t h e C h u r c h i n 
L i t h u a n i a . D u r i n g the w h o l e oc tave , M a s s was c e l e b r a t e d b y t h e loca l 
pr ies t s , e x c e p t for t h e m a i n M a s s o f t h e day. G e t t i n g t o c o n f e s s i o n o n 
t h e o c c a s i o n o f re l ig ious c e l e b r a t i o n s i s a p r o b l e m : T h e r e are few 
pr ies ts s i t t ing in t h e c o n f e s s i o n a l s , s o m e t i m e s o n l y o n e or two. 
F a i t h f u l in poor h e a l t h do not e v e n try to get in l i n e . 

E v e r y o n e k n o w s that t h e pastor i s t h e author i ty in his o w n 
c h u r c h , and that n o o n e c a n a c t w i t h o u t h i s p e r m i s s i o n . H o w e v e r , 
u n d e r spec ia l c o n d i t i o n s , z e a l o u s pr ies ts i n L i t h u a n i a wi thout w i s h i n g 
to hurt t h e pastors or c a u s e t h e m u n p l e a s a n t n e s s , s p e a k from t h e 
p u l p i t w i thout p e r m i s s i o n from t h e pastor. I f you ask t h e pas tor for 
p e r m i s s i o n , i t wi l l be e m b a r a s s i n g for h i m not to a l l o w it; i f the pas tor 
a l lows it, t h e n a g rea t share of t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for t h e s e r m o n 
d e l i v e r e d wi l l fall on h i s shoulders . A good pr ie s t w o u l d ra ther 
a s s u m e t h e risk h i m s e l f , u n w i l l i n g t o h a v e a n o t h e r b l a m e d for h i s 
a c t i o n s . 
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And i t i s n e c e s s a r y to s p e a k ! M a n y of t h e faithful, for lack of 
informat ion, are c o n f u s e d o n t h e s i m p l e s t q u e s t i o n s . B e s i d e s , i n t e l l e c ­
tuals, s tudents a n d t h o s e pursu ing a c a r e e r , by g o i n g to c h u r c h 
p u b l i c l y a n d e s p e c i a l l y by par t ic ipa t ing in p r o c e s s i o n s or t h e choi r , 
j e o p a r d i z e t h e i r p o s i t i o n s a n d risk u n p l e a s a n t n e s s from t h e govern­
m e n t . A l m o s t a l l s tudents serv ing in c h u r c h are c o n s t a n t l y pers-
c u t e d , der ided, a n d t h r e a t e n e d i n s c h o o l . T h e y e s p e c i a l l y n e e d a n 
e n c o u r a g i n g word a n d a good e x a m p l e , a n d t h e y e x p e c t i t in t h e first 
p l a c e from t h e c le rgy . 

D u r i n g t h e c l o s i n g c e r e m o n i e s o f t h e S a i n t C a s i m i r J u b i l e e , 
August 3 0 , after t h e e v e n i n g M a s s , t h e pastor o f P o c i ū n ė l i a i , F a t h e r 
Antanas J o k u b a u s k a s , a s c e n d e d t h e pulpi t . T h e p r e a c h e r h a d hardly 
b e g u n t o s p e a k w h e n from the sacr i s ty e m e r g e d t h e pastor, D o c e n t 
P r a n c i š k u s V a i č e k o n i s , an ins t ructor a t t h e K a u n a s s e m i n a r y , shout­
ing a n d g e s t i c u l a t i n g for t h e organ to play, a n d for t h e p e o p l e to 
d i s p e r s e . T h e c o n g r e g a t i o n , h o w e v e r , w o u l d not b u d g e , a n d t h e organ 
r e m a i n e d s i lent . T h e p r e a c h e r c o n t i n u e d t o s p e a k c a l m l y . L o s i n g 
cont ro l , t h e pastor r u s h e d to t h e m i c r o p h o n e in t h e santctuary, 
c o n t r o l , t h e p a s t o r r u s h e d t o t h e m i c r o p h o n e i n t h e s a n c t u a r y , 
h i m not to inter fere with t h e s e r m o n . 

S e e i n g that t h e p e o p l e w e r e not d i s p e r s i n g a n d that t h e pr ies t 
c o n t i n u e d p r e a c h i n g , D r . V a i č e k o n i s b e g a n e x c o r i a t i n g F a t h e r J o k u ­
bauskas , " P e o p l e , d o not r e c o g n i z e h i m ! T h e c h u r c h i s n o p l a c e for 
ra l l ies ! . . ." 

S u d d e n l y , t h e l ights b e g a n to go out o n e after a n o t h e r a n d t h e 
c h u r c h g r e w dark. W h e n F a t h e r J o k u b a u s k a s b e g a n s p e a k i n g a b o u t 
t h e i m p r i s o n e d pr ies ts , t h e pastor s e n t t w o m e n i n s u r p l i c e s t o e s c o r t 
t h e p r e a c h e r from t h e p u l p i t . T h e m e n i n s u r p l i c e s h a d h a r d l y 
b e g u n a s c e n d i n g t h e p u l p i t w h e n s o m e o n e from t h e c r o w d sud­
d e n l y j u m p e d up, re s t ra in ing o n e o f t h e funct ionar ies . H o w e v e r , t h e 
first h a d a l ready r e a c h e d t h e p r e a c h e r , a n d t o u c h e d h i m . F a t h e r 
J o k u b a u s k a s , m a k i n g t h e S i g n o f t h e C r o s s , t u r n e d t o d e s c e n d . A t 
that m o m e n t , t h e pas tor c h a r g e d into t h e c r o w d , t ry ing t o p u s h his 
way to t h e pulpi t . T h e faithful a t first m a d e way, b u t s u d d e n l y t h e 
c r o w d p u s h e d forward a n d forced t h e e x c i t e d pastor into t h e 
sanctuary. 

As J a t h e r J o k u b a u s k a s left t h e pulpi t , t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n b e g a n to 
applaud. In L i t h u a n i a , i t i s not t h e c u s t o m to a p p l a u d in c h u r c h , 
h o w e v e r , b e c a u s e t h e r e was n o o t h e r w a y o f s h o w i n g a g r e e m e n t wi th 
t h e p r e a c h e r , t h e faithful, r e g a r d l e s s o f t radi t ion, a p p l a u d e d s o 
t h u n d e r o u s l y that o n e c o u l d not h e a r t h e pas tor loudly s c o l d i n g t h e 
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c r o w d a n d t h e p r e a c h e r . As soon as t h e a p p l a u s e d i e d down, t h e pastor 
r e p r i m a n d e d the faithful a n d t h e p r e a c h e r e v e n louder . T o drown 
out t h e pastor, t h e p e o p l e r e s u m e d t h e i r a p p l a u s e . And so i t went , 
b a c k a n d forth. S e e i n g that t h e pas tor w o u l d not stop scolding, t h e 
c r o w d b e g a n s ing ing the h y m n , Marija, Marija. It was a sad a n d 
f r ightening e x p e r i e n c e . I t w o u l d h a v e b e e n b e t t e r to s e e a m i l i t i a m a n 
or s o m e g o v e r n m e n t official p u s h i n g a pr iest a round, or s tr iking h i m . 

T h e n e x t e v e n i n g b e f o r e M a s s , dur ing t h e a n n o u n c e m e n t s , t h e 
pas tor r e c a l l e d the e v e n t s o f t h e e v e n i n g b e f o r e a n d r e p e a t e d that 
p o l i t i c k i n g and ra l l ies h a d n o p l a c e i n c h u r c h , e v e n t h o u g h F a t h e r 
J o k u b a u s k a s had not m e n t i o n e d p o l i t i c s i n his s e r m o n . H e h a d s p o k e n 
a b o u t t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e C h u r c h i n our country . 
D u r i n g M a s s , t h e s e r m o n was p r e a c h e d b y t h e pastor o f T u r g e l i a i , t h e 
R e v e r e n d D e a n K a z i m i e r a s V a i č i o n i s . After s p e a k i n g e l o q u e n t l y a t 
first a b o u t S a i n t C a s i m i r , h e t o u c h e d o n c o n t e m p o r a r y e v e n t s . T o t h e 
great surpr ice o f the faithful, t h e p r e a c h e r s p o k e with sat is faction 
a b o u t t h e fact that " W e are a part o f the great S o v i e t U n i o n . " that 
" w e have t o get a l o n g with our b r o t h e r s , t h e R u s s i a n s , " that " t h e r e 
i s h o p e that i n o n e o f t h e c h u r c h e s o f V i l n i u s , s e r v i c e s i n t h e R u s s i a n 
l a n g u a g e wi l l b e i n t r o d u c e d , " a n d " t h e e s s e n t i a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f 
S a i n t C a s i m i r ' s r e g i m e i n L i t h u a n i a was his great c o n c e r n for t h e 
c a t e c h i z a t i o n o f t h e R u s s i a n s . " O n e got t h e i m p r e s s i o n that t h e m a i n 
r e a s o n for t h e s e r m o n was to s h o w that t h e L i t h u a n i a n nat ion had 
b e e n t h e b e s t o f f r iends with, " t h e i r b r o t h e r s , t h e R u s s i a n s " . T h e 
at t i tude of t h e faithful was as though t h e y w e r e at a ral ly: S o m e 
s m i l e d sardonica l ly , o thers shrugged, w h i l e sti l l o thers d id not k n o w 
w h a t to think. 

T h e last day o f t h e festival t h e r e was o n e m o r e surpr ise . B e f o r e 
t h e p r i n c i p a l M a s s , t h e pastor, F a t h e r V a i č e k o n i s , a s k e d t h e faithful 
t o g o out into t h e c h u r c h y a r d t o m e e t t h e b i s h o p s w h o w e r e c o m i n g . 
T h e p e o p l e l i n e d u p a t t h e m a i n gate o f the c h u r c h y a r d a n d b e y o n d 
to t h e s t ree t a n d w a i t e d for t h e guests . After a long wait, t h e 
w o r s h i p p e r s h e a r d se rv ices start ing i n c h u r c h . I t s e e m s that t h e 
b i s h o p s had c o m e in by a s ide gate, a n d e n t e r e d through t h e sacristy. 
T h o s e wai t ing a t t h e m a i n gate felt t r i c k e d . 

I t s e e m s that ins t ruc t ions for t h e b i s h o p s t o e n t e r t h e c h u r c h b y 
way o f t h e side door b e f o r e the L i t h u a n i a n s e r v i c e s h a d b e e n given, a s 
m u c h a s can b e a s c e r t a i n e d , b y K G B a g e n t s w a t c h i n g t h e 
c e r e m o n i e s . T h e y w e r e afraid that the p e o p l e w h o h a d g a t h e r e d w o u l d 
g r e e t t h e A p o s t o l i c A d m i n i s t r a t o r o f t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f V i l n i u s , 
B i s h o p J u l i j o n a s S t e p o n a v i č i u s . (St i l l b a n n e d b y t h e g o v e r n m e n t from 
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a d m i n i s t e r i n g his d i o c e s e after m o r e than t w e n t y years . — T r a n s . 
N o t e ) 

F o r t h e P o l i s h se rv ices , t h e b i s h o p s w e r e a l l o w e d t o e n t e r t h e 
c h u r c h b y t h e m a i n doors. T h e pastor, F a t h e r V a i č e k o n i s , a c c e d i n g t o 
t h e w i s h e s o f t h e K G B , i n t r o d u c e d t h e arr iv ing b i s h o p s , adminis t ra­
tors o f d i o c e s e s a n d m e m b e r s o f t h e S a i n t C a s i m i r J u b i l e e C o m m i t t e e 
a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e serv ices , a n d last o f all, h e m e n t i o n e d B i s h o p 
S t e p o n a v i č i u s , w i t h o u t e v e n saying t h a t h e i s t h e A p o s t o l i c A d m i n i s ­
trator o f t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f V i l n i u s , a l though the offices o f t h e o t h e r 
b i s h o p s w e r e s o l e m n l y a n n o u n c e d . 

W h i l e t h e faithful w a i t e d o u t s i d e for t h e b i s h o p s to s h o w up, 
o t h e r p e o p l e f i l led t h e c h u r c h , a n d t h o s e s tanding a t the gates c o u l d 
not g e t in. W h e n t h e s e r m o n , w h i c h was p r e a c h e d b y H i s E x c e l l e n c y , 
B i s h o p Antanas V a i č i u s started, t h e l o u d s p e a k e r a t t h e m a i n door 
w h e r e m a n y o f t h e faithful w e r e , k e p t g o i n g out o f order. T h e faithful 
ask o n e a n o t h e r . " A r e w e s u p p o s e d t o k e e p c o n s i d e r i n g t h e regu lar 
b r e a k d o w n o f t h e l o u d s p e a k e r s dur ing s e r v i c e s a n a c c i d e n t ? " 

O n Saturday, August 2 5 , youth from M a r i j a m p o l ė ( M a r i j a m p o l ė , 
or ig ina l ly n a m e d after t h e B l e s s e d Vi rg in Mary, was r e n a m e d Kap­
sukas i n h o n o r o f o n e o f t h e ear ly L i t h u a n i a n C o m m u n i s t s . 
— T r a n s . N o t e ) t r i e d t o pray t o g e t h e r a t t h e T o m b o f S a i n t 
C a s i m i r . T h e K G B was o n t h e i r h e e l s , u n a b a s h e d l y fo l lowing t h e 
youth r ight into t h e sacristy. T h u s , n o t e v e n a few m i n u t e s o f free 
t i m e c o u l d b e found i n c h u r c h for p r a y e r i n c o m m o n b y t h e 
y o u n g p e o p l e — up unt i l t h e e v e n i n g se rv ices , c o u p l e s w e r e m a r r i e d , 
o n e after a n o t h e r . After t h e e v e n i n g M a s s , w h e n t h e y o u n g p e o p l e 
h a d b a r e l y b e g u n to sing, t h e c h o i r in t h e loft b e g a n r e h e a r s i n g t h e 
Tu Es Sacerdos ( s ic) , e v e n t h o u g h p e o p l e w e r e sti l l pray ing 
i n c h u r c h . T h e r e s e e m s t o h a v e b e e n n o n e e d t h e n e x t day for that 
h y m n w h i c h h a d b e e n p r e p a r e d for t h e b i s h o p s ' arrival, s i n c e t h e 
b i s h o p s e n t e r e d t h e c h u r c h informally, b y t h e s i d e door. 
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Father Algis-Kazimieras Gutauskas, pastor of Our Lady of 
the Dawn Gate in Vilnius, serves as Apostolic Ad­
ministrator of the Archdiocese of Vilnius, Bishop Stepona­
vičius, the Ordinary, is in exile in Žagarė, a small town on 
the Lithuanian-Latvian border. 
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T o : His E x c e l l e n c y B i s h o p J u l i j o n a s S t e p o n a v i č i u s , 
A p o s t o l i c A d m i n i s t r a t o r o f t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f V i l n i u s 

His E x c e l l e n c y B i s h o p L i u d v i k a s P o v i l o n i s , 
Apos to l ic A d m i n i s t r a t o r o f t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f K a u n a s 
a n d t h e D i o c e s e o f Vi lkav i šk i s 

H i s E x c e l l e n c y B i s h o p V i n c e n t a s S l a d k e v i č i u s , 
A p o s t o l i c A d m i n i s t r a t o r o f t h e D i o c e s e o f Kaiš iadorys 

His E x c e l l e n c y B i s h o p Antanas V a i č i u s , 
Apos to l ic Admini s t ra tor o f t h e D i o c e s e o f T e l š i a i 

M o n s i g n o r K a z i m i e r a s D u l k s n y s , 
A p o s t o l i c Admini s t ra tor o f t h e D i o c e s e o f P a n e v ė ž y s 

T h e R e v e r e n d D r . P r a n c i š k u s V a i č e k o n i s , 
P a s t o r o f t h e C h u r c h o f S S . P e t e r a n d P a u l , V i l n i u s 

A R e p o r t o f t h e S c a n d a l o u s I n c i d e n t D u r i n g t h e 
S a i n t C a s i m i r J u b i l e e C e l e b r a t i o n 

" T h e h o l i n e s s o f S a i n t C a s i m i r i s n o t t o b e s i l e n c e d . . . " T h i s 
t h o u g h t was often r e p e a t e d i n s e r m o n s dur ing t h e j u b i l e e c e l e b r a t i o n 
o f our nat ion ' s patron, S a i n t C a s i m i r . O n e after a n o t h e r , t h e s e 
s e r m o n s u r g e d love o f G o d , z e a l i n w i t n e s s i n g t h e T r u t h o f Chr i s t , 
r e s p e c t a n d grat i tude t o G o d for t h e s a i n t e d p r i n c e , t h e s o u r c e o f our 
spir i tual e n e r g y , from w h i c h L i t h u a n i a wi l l not s top d r a w i n g life-
giv ing sap, as l o n g as t h e r e i s o n e L i t h u a n i a n a l ive d e s i r i n g to r e m a i n 
faithful to t h e C r e a t o r ' s wi l l . 

T h e e n t h u s i a s m a r o s e from t h e spir i t o f the r e s i d e n t s o f V i l n i u s 
a n d t h e i r guests , a s w i t n e s s e d by t h e par t ic ipa t ion o f t h e faithful in 
t h e H o l y S a c r i f i c e o f t h e M a s s , b o t h a t t h e p r i n c i p a l M a s s a n d a t 
e v e n i n g s e r v i c e s al l w e e k long, a n d t h e i r u n i o n i n great n u m b e r s wi th 
t h e E u c h a r i s t i c J e s u s . 

T h i s was a beaut i fu l e x a m p l e o f l iv ing faith. E v e n o n e a the i s t was 
forced to a d m i t that r e l i g i o n i s st i l l very m u c h a l ive in o u r country . 

Y e s , no m a t t e r h o w s y s t e m a t i c a t t e m p t s are m a d e to e x t i n q u i s h it, 
t h e fire o f godly idea l s b u r n s i n t h e b e l i e v i n g p e o p l e ' s hear t s , in to w h i c h 
n o l i t t le spir i tual p a i n a n d b i t t e r d o u b t was i n j e c t e d b y e v e n t s 
T h u r s d a y , August 2 3 , a t e v e n i n g s e r v i c e s w h i c h b e g a n a t 8 : 0 0 P M . I f 
a war i s b e i n g m o u n t e d aga ins t G o d a n d re l ig ion, t h e p r i n c i p a l factor 
in m a i n t a i n i n g f ide l i ty i s uni ty a m o n g us. In u n i o n t h e r e i s s t rength. 
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T h i s i s a n old p r i n c i p l e c o n f i r m e d b y history. T h e i d e a o f uni ty 
was often b r o u g h t up dur ing this c e l e b r a t i o n , a n d i m p l o r e d dur ing 
t h e P r a y e r o f t h e F a i t h f u l a t M a s s . 

B u t l o a n d b e h o l d , o n t h e day m e n t i o n e d , s o m e t h i n g took p l a c e 
w h i c h d e m o n s t r a t e s t h e a b s e n c e o f that u n i t y so vi ta l ly e s s e n t i a l for 
us. At the e n d of t h e H o l y M a s s , t h e faithful saw a pr ies t in t h e pulpi t : 
S u r e l y not a n o t h e r s e r m o n ? I t was. T h e pr ies t m a d e t h e S i g n o f t h e 
C r o s s a n d b e g a n t o speak. N o s o o n e r h a d h e b e g u n than t h e loud­
s p e a k e r s w e r e t u r n e d off. A v o i c e was h e a r d from the altar, saying. 
" H o o l i g a n ! T r o u b l e m a k e r ! B e q u i e t ! W h o i n v i t e d y o u ? " 

R e v e r e n d D r . P r a n c i š k u s V a i č e k o n i s h u r l e d h i m s e l f into t h e 
c r o w d : " G e t out o f h e r e ! W h a t are you l i s t e n i n g for? G o h o m e ! I d o not 
r e c o g n i z e h i m ! " T h e pr ie s t p u s h e d p e o p l e out o f t h e c h u r c h . T h e 
R e v e r e n d D o c t o r ' s b e h a v i o r s e e m e d t o m a n y t o t ransgress t h e ru les o f 
e t i q u e t t e . H e said h e did not r e c o g n i z e h i m . S t r a n g e ! I n t h e c r o w d , 
a w h i s p e r c o u l d b e heard, " T h a t ' s F a t h e r J o k u b a u s k a s ! " 

T h e c r o w d r e c o g n i z e d h i m , b u t t h e pr iest , a professor a t t h e 
s e m i n a r y , d id not . H o w e v e r , h e s h o u l d h a v e r e c o g n i z e d h i m , s i n c e 
F a t h e r J o k u b a u s k a s ( a c c o r d i n g to t h e Catholic Calendar-Directory 

for 1 9 8 2 ) , was o r d a i n e d t o t h e p r i e s t h o o d i n 1 9 5 4 , a n d F a t h e r 
V a i č e k o n i s , in 1 9 5 2 . S o , t h e y are r e l a t e d by a t leas t a c o u p l e o f years 

s p e n t t o g e t h e r i n t h e seminary . 

T h e p r e a c h e r c o n t i n u e d , w h i l e t h e pastor r e t u r n e d t o t h e sacris ty 
a n d t h e c r o w d fell into a rapt s i l e n c e , b r o k e n by t w o s ignal b e l l s in 
s u c c e s s i o n to t h e organist . A p p a r e n t l y s o m e o n e w a n t e d h i m to start 
p lay ing t h e organ. T h e y b e g a n r i n g i n g t h e altar b e l l s . I n t h e 
sanctuary, m e n in w h i t e surp l ices s t o r m e d about. T h e r e was a k i n d o f 
p a n i c , b u t t h e s e r m o n w e n t on. S l o w l y o n e b y o n e , t h e l ights w e r e 
e x t i n g u i s h e d unti l f inally, i t b e c a m e c o m p l e t e l y dark in t h e c h u r c h , 
w h i l e t h e c r o w d e x p r e s s e d its a n n o y a n c e audib ly . 

T h e darkness did not p r e v e n t t h e s e r m o n from c o n t i n u i n g . T h e 
c r o w d l i s t e n e d with e v e n g r e a t e r i n t e r e s t : N o o n e e v e n t r i e d t o l e a v e 
t h e c h u r c h , e x c e p t for t h o s e m e n t i o n e d e a r l i e r who, p u s h e d b y t h e 
pastor, left a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e s e r m o n . T h e r e w e r e j u s t a few o f 
t h o s e , w h i l e a t h r o n g a l m o s t f i l l ing the c h u r c h l i s t e n e d . 

T h e d a r k n e s s e n a b l e d o n e o f t h e f u n c t i o n a r i e s t o a s c e n d t h e 
pulpi t . I n t h e half-light, t h e m a n was s e e n t o put his h a n d o n F a t h e r 
J o k u b a u s k a s ' s h o u l d e r . S a y i n g " A m e n " , t h e pr ies t m a d e t h e S i g n o f 
t h e C r o s s a n d was c o n d u c t e d from t h e pulpi t . T h e t h r o n g b e g a n 
t o a p p l a u d warmly. S u d d e n l y , t h e l ights w e n t b a c k on. F a t h e r V a i č e ­
k o n i s o n c e m o r e r u s h e d from t h e s a c r i s t y i n t o t h e c r o w d , t ry ing 
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to qu ie t t h o s e applauding . B u t t hose in the front row of the c r o w d 

p u s h e d the pastor so hard that he a lmos t e n d e d up in m i d d l e of t he 

sanctuary. I t was fortunate that o n e of the funct ionar ies was a b l e to 

shut the sanctuary gates in t ime . Perhaps the angry c rowd wou ld have 

a d v a n c e d farther. T h e pastor i m m e d i a t e l y rushed to the m i c r o p h o n e 

(now working!) shout ing. " D o n ' t ho ld a n y ral ly! To organ ize ra l l i es , 

go out into t h e s t r ee t a n d squa res ! T h i s i s a c h u r c h ! T h e B l e s s e d 

S a c r a m e n t ! D o n ' t d is turb the p e o p l e praying!" 

W h e n the pastor fell s i lent , t he c r o w d s e e m e d to ca lm down. 

H o w e v e r , F a t h e r V a i c e k o n i s , t ak ing advan tage o f the s i l e n c e , t r ied 

again in more or l ess t h e s a m e words , to shame the c r o w d for the 

app lause w h i c h had spon taneous ly b r o k e n out, and for the shout ing: 

"Hurrah!" , " G o d ! " , and the l ike . T h e throng w o u l d not a l low i t s e l f 

t o be shamed . On t h e contrary, wi th r e n e w e d app lause , t h e y shou ted 

down the pastor who , in t he n a m e of "un i t y " , had t r ied to s i l e n c e the 

p r eache r . 

After this fai lure, t h e pas tor r e tu rned to the sacr is ty . T h e c rowd 

gradual ly c a l m e d down. O n l y a m u r m u r of d i scon ten t was aud ib l e . 

A h igh n o t e was h e a r d , i n t o n i n g Marija, Marija . . . palengvink 

vergijq!. . ." ( "Mary , Mary . . . s ave us from o p p r e s s i o n . . . " ) T h e 

m e l o d y rang out mournful ly i ndeed , e c h o i n g from the b a r o q u e c e i l i n g , 

a n d m a n y o f t he c r o w d g r e e t e d F a t h e r J o k u b a u s k a s , shak ing his 

hand i n the n a m e o f s i n c e r e sol idari ty . " C o u r a g e , F a t h e r ! " T h e e y e s 

of t h e faithful g l i s t e n e d wi th tears . . . on ly ind iv idua l s h e r e a n d 

t he r e r e m a i n e d hes i tan t , o r fa i led to unders tand . 

W h y did the n e e d ar ise t o s i l e n c e F a t h e r J o k u b a u s k a s ? W h a t 

did he say? D i d he p roc la im fa l sehood? F a r from it! T h e congrega t ion 

c o u l d h a v e g r e e t e d s o w a r m l y a n d c o r d i a l l y o n l y a c o u r a g e o u s 

s t a t emen t of the truth! I t w e n t l ike this (in summary ) : 

T h e h o l i n e s s o f S a i n t Cas imi r ' s pe r sona l i ty has not faded o n e b i t 

for f ive c e n t u r i e s . T h i s i s w i t n e s s e d b y t h e e n t h u s i a s m o f y o u r 

large ga ther ing e v e n though a the i sm i s w r e c k i n g the C a t h o l i c C h u r c h 

in L i thuan ia by the mos t o rgan ized m e a n s . We pray for voca t ions to 

t he pr ies thood, s i n c e the re are a l ready abou t 1 3 0 par i shes wi thou t 

p r ies t s ! C o u l d i t be tha t t he r e are no voca t i ons? Not so — the r e are 

voca t ions ! H o w e v e r , t h e a the is t s do not a l low all t h o s e young m e n w h o 

wish , to e n t e r the seminary . 

(At t h e s e words , t h e m a i n l ights w e r e t u rned off.) 

T h e pr ies t w e n t on to urge p e o p l e to abhor sin and ev i l in t he i r 

l i ve s . H e e n c o u r a g e d t h e m , say ing that n o ma t t e r h o w m u c h the 

d a r k n e s s o f s i n t r i e s t o p r e v a i l , G o d w i l l w i n o u t , w e s h a l l 
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c o n q u e r . H e a f f i r m e d t h a t t h e f a i t h f u l a r e n o t a l l o w e d t o f e a r 
sacr i f ice , e v e n death, i f f idel i ty t o t h e C h u r c h a n d G o d r e q u i r e s it. 
I n d e e d , what i s an i d e a worth i f o n e i s u n w i l l i n g to sacr i f ice a n d 
die for i t? H e m e n t i o n e d t h o s e w h o are a l r e a d y w a l k i n g t h e w a y o f 
s a c r i f i c e : t h e pr ies t-pr i soners Alfonsas Svar inskas a n d Sig i tas T a m -
k e v i č i u s . 

( H e r e t h e rest o f t h e l ights w e r e e x t i n q u i s h e d , a n d t h e p r e a c h e r 
was e s c o r t e d out .) 

Is i t p o s s i b l e to a t tach a po l i t ica l m e a n i n g to t h e s e w o r d s ? Y e s , i t 
i s po l i t ic s , b u t i t i s t h e po l i t ic s o f Chr i s t , t h e C h u r c h , G o d and only 
G o d ! T h e p r e p a r a t i o n o f pr ies ts i s t h e e x c l u s i v e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f t h e 
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l h ie rarchy, a n d not o f t h e c iv i l g o v e r n m e n t ! T h e a thei s t s , 
b y t h e m o s t r e f i n e d t r ickery a n d d e c e i t , a re overt ly w r e c k i n g t h e 
C h u r c h in our hearts . O n l y t h e c o w a r d l y a n d t h e na ive c a n fail to s e e 
t h i s ! To d e t e s t t h e work of t h e devi l — s in — i s t h e C a t h o l i c ' s c a l l i n g 
— t h e t h e m e of S a i n t C a s i m i r ' s l i fe ! U n i t y with t h o s e suffering i s a 
duty o f n e i g h b o r l y love . ( O u r H o l y F a t h e r a c t e d n o di f ferent ly b y 
r e m e m b e r i n g L i t h u a n i a s o s e n s i t i v e l y t h e s e d a y s . ) T o v i s i t t h e 
p r i s o n e r i s a g o o d work. We v i s i t p r i s o n e r s by c o n s t a n t prayer a n d 
f r e q u e n t r e m e m b r a n c e o f t h e i r h o n o r a b l e sacr i f ice . W e h a v e n o o t h e r 
m e a n s . . . 

A n d h e r e F a t h e r K a z i m i e r a s V a i č i o n i s , s p e a k i n g dur ing e v e n i n g 
s e r v i c e s , August 2 4 , d e c l a r e d t h a t t h e fact that L i t h u a n i a was in­
c o r p o r a t e d in t h e S o v i e t U n i o n i s a b l e s s i n g from G o d ! Is this not 
p o l i t i c s ? 

So we are in a tragic s i tuat ion. We are u r g e d to pray for uni ty, 
b u t u n d e r what flag: that o f C h r i s t ' s T r u t h o r a t h e i s t i c p o l i t i c s ? W e 
w a n t o u r l ives t o b e l i ved o n l y u n d e r t h e b a n n e r o f Chr i s t , t o that 
e n d we are doing every th ing, often at great risk. 

P o s t s c r i p t : O n J u n e 2 9 , i n t h e C h u r c h o f S S . P e t e r a n d P a u l , 
dur ing a re l ig ious fest ival, F a t h e r V a i č i o n i s t r ied to say in a s e r m o n 
t h a t t h e r e i s n o n e e d for p e t i t i o n s o r c o l l e c t i n g o f s i g n a t u r e s — 
that this o n l y hurts t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h . S o this t i m e , w e m e r e l y 
s tate t h e a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d painful fact ( W e c a n n o t r e m a i n s i lent , w e 
h e a r t h e v o i c e o f c o n s c i e n c e , w e b e l i e v e that b y k e e p i n g s i l e n t w e 
w o u l d d o wrong,) w i t h o u t c o l l e c t i n g s i g n a t u r e s , e v e n t h o u g h w e 
c o u l d . 

L e t us offer a few sugges t ions . D u r i n g s u c h re l ig ious fest ivals, we 
w o u l d l ike t o s e e m o r e pr ies t s i n t h e c o n f e s s i o n a l , e s p e c i a l l y dur ing 
e v e n i n g s e r v i c e s o r pr ior t o t h e m O t h e r w i s e , l o n g l i n e s form, a n d this 
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i n c o n v e n i e n c e s t h e faithful, m o s t o f w h o m put off t h e s a c r a m e n t s . 
W h y are r e l i g i o u s fest ivals n e e d e d i f p e o p l e c a n n o t take full ad­
v a n t a g e o f G o d ' s g r a c e ? P r i e s t s w o u l d c o m e t o t h e c o n f e s s i o n a l 
j u s t ten or f i f teen m i n u t e s b e f o r e M a s s , b u t m o s t often, after M a s s h a d 
b e g u n . F o r g i v e us, b u t th i s i s s t r a n g e , a n d i n c i t e d w o n d e r . T h e 
l o u d s p e a k e r s c u t out p r e c i s e l y d u r i n g s e r v i c e s (e.g., M a r c h 3 ) , o r re­
m a i n t u r n e d of f n e a r t h e doors (August 2 6 ) . In s u c h a c a s e , t h o s e in 
t h e c h u r c h y a r d c o u l d not h e a r t h e s e r m o n . I t m u s t b e r e m e m b e r e d 
also that m o s t par t ic ipants in t h e fest ival s tood in t h e c h u r c h y a r d 
a n d on t h e s t reet . 

( S i g n e d ) 
F a i t h f u l o f V i l n i u s w h o p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e e v e n i n g s e r v i c e s 

August 2 3 , for t h e F e s t i v a l o f t h e J u b i l e e o f S a i n t C a s i m i r . 

August 2 7 , 1 9 8 4 

I n c o m m e m o r a t i o n o f t h e 5 0 0 Y e a r J u b i l e e o f t h e d e a t h o f S a i n t 
C a s i m i r , B i s h o p K a z i m i e r a s P a l t a r o k a s ' m o n o g r a p h , Karalaitis Šv. 

Kazimieras (The Prince, Saint Casimir), was t rans la ted in L i t h u a n i a 
i n t o E s p e r a n t o a n d i n t o E s t o n i a n , a n d S i m a s S u ž i e d ė l i s ' w o r k , 
Karalaitis Kazimieras (Prince Casimir), in to E s t o n i a n . B o t h transla­
t ions are in typescr ip t . 

S E R M O N S O F F A T H E R S A L F O N S A S S V A R I N S K A S A N D 
S I G I T A S T A M K E V I Č I U S I N C L U D E D W I T H 

I N C R I M I N A T I N G E V I D E N C E 

S e r m o n o f F a t h e r Al fonsas S v a r i n s k a s d e l i v e r e d a t Š i luva : 
( P r o b a b l y in 1 9 8 0 — T r a n s . N o t e ) 

" G l o r y to Y o u , L o r d , for t h e e t e r n a l path from ear th ' s dust to t h e 
stars in t h e f i r m a m e n t , glory to you for t h e sun w h i c h r ises e a c h 
m o r n i n g , a n d for t h e g r e a t n e s s of our l i t t le hear t s . . . " 

B r o t h e r s and s isters in Chr i s t , I t h i n k that t h e s e words of t h e 
poet , B e r n a r d a s B r a z d ž i o n i s , b e s t e x p r e s s e d our f e e l i n g s u p o n arr iv ing 
a t Š i l u v a . D u r i n g t h e s e e i g h t days, a l l L i t h u a n i a i s s t r e a m i n g t o 
Ši luva. T h e fame o f Š i l u v a has r e a c h e d b e y o n d t h e b o r d e r s o f L i t h u a ­
n i a . F a i t h f u l f rom K a z a k h , L a t v i a , E s t o n i a a n d B y e l o r u s s i a a r e 
c o m i n g t o O u r L a d y o f Š i luva, a n d not i n vain. N o o n e i s dr iv ing t h e m 
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to Ši luva by force, and if p e o p l e c o m e , i t m e a n s that they fee l a 
spiri tual benef i t , and r ece ive many g races . Vis i t ing Š i luva today are 

m a n y priests and a b i shop , whom we will soon m e e t , and a th rong of 

the faithful. 

To the feet of Mary we have brought the t roub les , compla in t s 

and mala i se o f t he Ca tho l i c C h u r c h in L i thuan ia . We h a v e c o m e h e r e 

not to surrender , not to weep , bu t on the contrary, to ask that O u r 

Lady of Š i luva b l e s s our work and hav ing s t r e n g t h e n e d our spiri ts , 

to return to t he grea t struggle for the C h u r c h of G o d and re l ig ious 

rights in our count ry . I trust that all — priests and faithful— will 

pray with Sa in t Be rna rd , "O most holy Virgin Mary, n e v e r was i t 

known that a n y o n e who fled to thy pro tec t ion would be left u n a i d e d . " 

So let us hope that Mary will hea r us, too, wi l l unders tand , will 

present our eve ry conce rn to he r Son and wil l h e l p us. L o o k i n g a t the 

6 0 0 - y e a r history o f t he Ca tho l i c C h u r c h in L i thuan ia , we s e e that the 

road of t he C h u r c h in our fa ther land was not smooth : i t was s t rewn 

with great , painful diff icul t ies . O n e o f t h e m was the oppress ion o f 

the Reformat ion , w h e n pr ies ts w h o had ea r l i e r b e c o m e in fec t ed with 

the Reformat ion t r ied to force i t on our p e o p l e , and only the mi r ac l e 

o f Š i luva , O u r L a d y o f Ši luva, saved L i thuan ia . 

T h e C h u r c h i s e x p e r i e n c i n g s imi la r ly great di f f icul t ies a t t he 

p r e s e n t t ime , s i n c e the b e g i n n i n g of the post -war era , w h e n govern­

m e n t a the i sm, as i t i s ca l l ed , is t rying by force to des t roy the C h u r c h 

and the Fai th in our land. M u c h has a l ready b e e n a c c o m p l i s h e d 

a long this l i ne : M a n y o f the c h u r c h e s have b e e n c o n v e r t e d into 

w a r e h o u s e s . Crosses have b e e n cut down and the F a i t h has b e e n 

uprooted from many p e o p l e , e s p e c i a l l y the youth. B u t thank G o d , t he 

a theis ts have not ye t b e e n ab le to do eve ry th ing — the nation is still 

a l ive , and it will revive to a new and be t t e r life. 

To e n c o u r a g e this rebir th , le t us r e so lve on a further spiri tual 

war . Las t year , on Augus t 15 , t he C a t h o l i c C o m m i t t e e for the D e f e n s e 

of B e l i e v e r s ' Rights wrote a pe t i t ion to all the b i shops and pr ies ts of 

L i thuan ia , L i t huan i ans o f good-wi l l , our b r e th r en ove r seas and 

Va t i can Radio , ask ing that this yea r be p r o c l a i m e d as t he Y e a r o f 

T e m p e r e n c e . T h e Ord ina r i e s o f L i thuan ia , and the adminis t ra to r o f 

t he D i o c e s e o f T e l š i a i m u c h ea r l i e r , p r o c l a i m e d this yea r in the i r le t­

ters as the Y e a r of T e m p e r e n c e . And now, var ious e x e r c i s e s and reco l ­

l ec t ions are going on to enable us to th ink ove r this miss ion 

be t te r , and to carry i t our success fu l ly . 

And I th ink that in t h e future, o n c e a year , j u s t as last year at 

Aušros Vartai ( T h e G a t e s o f D a w n ) , Kalvari ja and now, a t Š i luva , we 
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Vilnius Cathedral. The statues on the roof were torn down in 1952. It is 
now an art gallery. 

priests will g a t h e r to pray t o g e t h e r and c o n s i d e r pract ica l problems' . 
I t i s n e c e s s a r y to gather, s i n c e we h a v e no press , we have no free­

dom of s p e e c h , we h a v e only t h e C h u r c h left, and this a u d i e n c e we 
wil l use proper ly . I t i s a lways c u s t o m a r y on the W e d n e s d a y of e v e r y 
festival at Ž e m a i č i u Kalvari ja a n d at Ši luva, for all t h e priests 
o f L i t h u a n i a t o ga ther a t t h e s e M a r i a n s h r i n e s . . . I t i s our wish a n d 
i n t e n t i o n that this Y e a r of T e m p e r e n c e not be the e n d for us. and 
w o u l d not be j u s t o n e m o r e short-range program, b u t that i t be a 
prepara t ion for t w o great j u b i l e e s w h i c h w e wil l soon b e c e l e b r a t i n g : 
I n 1 9 8 4 , w e wi l l c e l e b r a t e the 5 0 0 y e a r j u b i l e e o f t h e death o f our na­
t ion ' s patron, S a i n t C a s i m i r , a n d in 1 9 8 7 , 6 0 0 years s i n c e the introduc­
t ion o f C h r i s t i a n i t y into L i t h u a n i a . T h e j u b i l e e o i Sa int C a s i m i r wi l l 
b e c e l e b r a t e d b y t h e P o l e s and b y t h e p o p e . I 'm sure that w e Li thua­
nians also, will not lag b e h i n d . O u r O r d i n a r i e s are a l ready c o n s u l t i n g 
on t h e j u b i l e e program . . . We a s k e d t h e O r d i n a r i e s of L i t h u a n i a that 
t h e y g o t o t h e S o v i e t g o v e r n m e n t , d e m a n d i n g t h e re turn o f the 
C h u r c h of S a i n t C a s i m i r , d e s e c r a t e d a n d t u r n e d into a m u s e u m of 
a t h e i s m . 

In 1604 w h e n t h e y p r o c l a i m e d C a s i m i r a saint, t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f 
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this c h u r c h b e g a n , a n d in four years, we w o u l d l ike to c e l e b r a t e t h e 
j u b i l e e o f Sa int C a s i m i r i n t h e C h u r c h o f S a i n t C a s i m i r . I trust that 
t h e O r d i n a r i e s wi l l c o n v e y our w i s h e s t o t h e S o v i e t g o v e r n m e n t . 

So we have c o m e to Š i luva to pray a n d to c o n s i d e r h o w to lift t h e 
spir i tual face of the nat ion: our l ives, works, thoughts a n d words 
— t h e e n t i r e i m a g e of L i t h u a n i a — b e f o r e t h e aforesaid j u b i l e e s . 
B y that t i m e , w e w a n t t o c l o s e al l sa loons . W e w a n t n o m o r e 
s tagger ing drunks i n t h e s t reets . W e want t h e tears o f w o m e n a n d 
c h i l d r e n to d i m i n i s h , h a r m o n y to r e i g n again, a n d our b r o t h e r s to 
find t h e i r way to t h e C h u r c h , e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e w h o on a c c o u n t o f fear, 
on a c c o u n t o f a m b i t i o n , " F o r a s p e c k o f gold, a spoonful o f tasty 
food . . . " , have t u r n e d away from G o d — t h e F o u n t o f E t e r n a l 
h a p p i n e s s . 

I n t h e words o f S a i n t P a u l , w e n e e d " t o r e n e w all th ings i n 
C h r i s t " . L e t us try to t h i n k d e e p l y o v e r t h e s e words, a n d e a c h try to 
put t h e m into p r a c t i c e i n our l ives . If, b y t h e 6 0 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f 
t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f C h r i s t i a n i t y into L i t h u a n i a , w e are a b l e t o r e n e w 
o u r s e l v e s suitably, w h o k n o w s b u t that t h e P o p e m i g h t not e x p r e s s a 
wi sh t o c o m e t o L i t h u a n i a . P e r h a p s h e wi l l b e a b l e t o kiss t h e 
soi l o f our father land. W e n e e d o n l y t o b e worthy o f this b e f o r e 
G o d a n t h e Aposto l ic S e e . 

I n o r d e r t o r ise, w e m u s t k n o w t h e dangers w h i c h lurk a b o u t us, 
b u r d e n a n d torture us. F i r s t a n d foremost a m o n g t h e s e i s d r u n k e n n e s s 
w h i c h has b e e n s o w n i n o u r land b y a t h e i s m . D r u n k e n n e s s i s t h e 
re su l t of a t h e i s m , a n d i t i s fool ish to affirm that p e o p l e dr ink o n l y 
b e c a u s e o f a high s tandard o f l iv ing. T h e A m e r i c a n s l ive we l l , b u t 
a m o n g t h e m , a l c o h o l i s m i s t h e fifth g rea tes t p r o b l e m , w h i l e a m o n g 
us, i t i s t h e first. T h e m e n drink, t h e w o m e n drink, t h e c h i l d r e n drink, 
a n d we are about to drink o u r s e l v e s into o b l i v i o n . 

D u r i n g this Y e a r o f T e m p e r e n c e , m a n y par i shes h a v e m a d e 
p l e d g e s o f t e m p e r e n c e or c o m p l e t e a b s t i n e n c e — to abs ta in from 
d r i n k i n g a l t o g e t h e r for a year, or to be very a b s t e m i o u s : e.g.. 1 0 0 
grams of a l c o h o l on t h e o c c a s i o n of a feast day, a c h r i s t e n i n g or a 
w e d d i n g a n d no m o r e , a n d w h a t i s m o s t important , not to urge or force 
a n y o n e to drink. T h i s p r a c t i c e has p r o d u c e d good resul ts . 

At t h e m a i n M a s s today a lso, cards wi l l be d i s t r ibuted . W h e n 
you get h o m e , s ign t h e m , a n d i n d i c a t e for h o w l o n g you wish to take 
t h e p l e d g e . W h e n you h a v e t h e opportuni ty , c o m e b a c k t o your pas tor 
wi th t h e card, s o that h e m i g h t k n o w h o w m a n y o f his p a r i s h i o n e r s 
h a v e j o i n e d t h e s o b r i e t y m o v e m e n t . . . T o d a y we h a v e no B i s h o p Va­
l a n č i u s a m o n g us, n o author i ty w h o m t h e e n t i r e nat ion w o u l d o b e y , 
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b u t w e have t h o u s a n d s o f l i t t le V a l a n č i u s e s , a n d all o f you h e r e 
are t h o s e l i t t le V a l a n č i u s e s , so you m u s t take the s o b r i e t y a n d 
a b s t i n e n c e m o v e m e n t t o our nat ion. ( B i s h o p M o t i e j u s V a l a n č i u s was 
a l e a d i n g p r o p o n e n t of t e m p e r e n c e in 19th C e n t u r y L i t h u a n i a . — 
T r a n s . N o t e ) I sugges t that e v e r y o n e par t ic ipa t ing in this re l i g ious 
festival o f O u r L a d y o f Š i luva abs ta in from all a l c o h o l i c b e v e r a g e s for 
a t leas t a m o n t h . T h a t wi l l be t h e b e g i n n i n g of our r e s o l v e , a beaut i fu l 
gift to M a r y . T o d a y , a hal f-hearted sacr i f ice is not e n o u g h . We n e e d a 
sacr i f ice w h i c h i s great, total, g igant ic , a n d o n e w o u l d l ike to t h i n k 
that we w o u l d be a b l e to m a k e s u c h a sacr i f ice . We pr ies t s look with 
h o p e a n d trust to al l of you g a t h e r e d h e r e . I t h i n k that you wil l under­
stand that this i s n e e d e d by t h e C h u r c h , th i s i s n e e d e d by 
L i t h u a n i a , this is n e e d e d for a b e t t e r tomorrrow. 

T h e s e c o n d i l l n e s s from w h i c h w e of ten suffer i s fear. I f p e o p l e 
b e f o r e t h e W a r feared a b l a c k c a t in t h e i r yard, t h e y are n o w afraid o f 
t h e i r n e i g h b o r ' s e y e a n d t h e i r n e i g h b o r ' s ear . P e o p l e are afraid o f a 
great var iety of th ings, t h e y are afraid, afraid . . . a n d finally, t h e y 
do n o t e v e n k n o w w h a t t h e y are afraid o f — t h e y j u s t feel t h e y h a v e to 
b e afraid. F e a r i s a d e m e a n i n g e m o t i o n . T h o s e e s p e c i a l l y w h o l e a d t h e 
p e o p l e o f G o d , w h o stand a t t h e h e a d o f t h e p e o p l e o f G o d , s h o u l d not 
h a v e t o b e afraid. T h a t h o n o r a b l e nat ional martyr, A r c h b i s h o p 
T e o f i l i u s M a t u l i o n i s said, " I c a n s e e a pr ies t t r e m b l i n g i n t h e face o f 
danger , b u t I c a n n o t s e e h i m b e i n g afra id." 

T h u s e a c h o f u s a s a h u m a n b e i n g c a n t r e m b l e i n t h e face o f hard­
ship and danger , b u t we do not h a v e to be afraid. A n d stil l, t h e m a n i a 
o f fear ing t h e polar b e a r s , d i s s e m i n a t e d a t s o m e t i m e o r o ther , l ives o n 
a m o n g us. L e t u s take, for e x a m p l e , our youth. O n August 2 4 , our 
young p e o p l e a r r a n g e d a re l i g ious p r o c e s s i o n from T y t u v ė n a i to 
Ši luva. P a r t i c i p a t i n g in this p r o c e s s i o n w e r e two pr ies t s a n d a b o u t 
1 5 0 0 w o r s h i p p e r s , m o s t o f t h e m y o u n g p e o p l e . 

W e have h e a r d o f h i g h S o v i e t officials saying. " W e h a v e b e c o m e a 
laughing-s tock . . . i f p e o p l e a re praying, t h e n w h y t h e fire e n g i n e s ? 
W h y film t h e m ? W h y not fi lm t h e h o o l i g a n s o f w h o m t h e s t reet s are 
full . . . " In real i ty, t h e a thei s t s , afraid of prayer, often m a k e t h e m ­
se lves a laughing-stock. I t a p p e a r s that t h e y rea l ly are very t i m i d : 
T h e y fear t h e S i g n o f t h e C r o s s and t h e rosary. 

S e e i n g y o u n g p e o p l e such as this , l e t us adults t a k e c a r e that we 
don ' t have t o b l u s h b e f o r e t h e m i n t h e future. I t s e e m s that t h e youth, 
e d u c a t e d i n S o v i e t s c h o o l s , c a n s e p a r a t e t h e w h e a t from t h e chaff, t h e 
truth from a l i e . T h e y c o u r a g e o u s l y walk t h e roads o f L i t h u a n i a 
carry ing t h e cross , t h e truth and love. W e e l d e r s m u s t not h a n g b a c k , 
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we have to go forward: to S u n d a y M a s s , to mak ing the S i g n of the 

Cross a t the t ab l e and to g r ee t i ng our n e i g h b o r upon m e e t i n g h im 

with , " P r a i s e b e t o J e s u s Chr i s t ! " 

So l e t u s c o n q u e r fear. I f we are afraid, i f we h i d e l ike m i c e unde r 

a b r o o m , we as C a t h o l i c s will be d o o m e d to ex t inc t ion . T h e i n c i d e n t 

from the O l d T e s t a m e n t c o m e s t o mind , o f M o s e s l ead ing the J e w i s h 

p e o p l e from Egyp t . T r a v e l l i n g in t he deser t , t h e y b e g a n to miss 

on ions and gar l ic , and murmured agains t M o s e s . T h e n G o d said. " T h i s 

nat ion shall not e n t e r into the p r o m i s e d land . . ." F o r forty years t h e y 

d i ed in t he dese r t ; I fear les t t he s a m e th ing h a p p e n to our o lde r 

gene ra t ion . Often t h e y be t ray the i r r e l ig ion out o f fear, and do not 

p rovide good e x a m p l e to the y o u n g e r gene ra t ion . . . 

T h e youth wi l l r ea l ly e n t e r t he p r o m i s e d land and s e e the 

c o m p l e t e t r iumph o f the C h u r c h . T h e r e f o r e , my b ro the r s , away with 

fear! T h e on ly fear shou ld be the fear o f sin. T h e Chr i s t i an fears sin 

a l o n e and no th ing e l s e . Away with med ioc r i t y ! L o n g oppress ion 

u n d e r t he Cza r s p a w n e d an unwor thy k ind of L i thuan ian . S u c h a 

pe rson often wants to se rve G o d and the wor ld . He is often afraid, and 

kowtows to o n e group or to ano ther . T h a t i s bad . T h e a the i s t s s e e i t 

and try to use it. No t long ago, t he M i n i s t e r of Cul t , Pe t ras 

An i l i on i s , w e n t abou t the rec to r ies s u m m o n i n g pr ies ts be fo re e x e c u t i v e 

c o m m i t t e e s , and te l l ing t h e m that t h e y are not a l l o w e d to 

t e a c h c a t e c h i s m to ch i ld ren , and ch i ld ren are forb idden to be a t the the 

a l t a r . . . . I t ' s a lways " Y o u ' r e not a l l o w e d ! Y o u ' r e not a l l o w e d ! " 

Y o u ' r e not a l l o w e d e v e n to p r each on a c a t e c h e t i c a l t h e m e ! 

T h e s a m e c o m m i s s i o n e r s u m m o n e d the pastor o f Gr ink i šk i s t o t he 

dis t r ic t c e n t e r , and in the p r e s e n c e o f t he dis t r ic t cha i rwoman , he 

r e p r i m a n d e d h im. Acco rd ing to t he c o m m i s s i o n e r , a pr ies t may o p e n 

his mouth only to put a spoon in to it! After s co ld ing the pr ies t , t he 

c o m m i s s i o n e r pu l l ed out a C a t h o l i c c a t e c h i s m on the spot and, g iv ing 

i t to t he dis t r ic t cha i rwoman , said. " T a k e this and read wha t i s says 

h e r e ! " 

W h e n the c a t e c h i s m s w e r e pr in ted , 3 5 0 0 o f t h e m w e r e s to len and 

so ld b y e m p l o y e e s , w h i l e 1 5 0 0 w e r e s e q u e s t e r e d for the C o m m i s s i o n e r 

for Cul t . P e o p l e often w o n d e r why t h e r e i s so m u c h theft o f c a t e c h i s m s 

and p raye rbooks from the print shop i tself , and w h y they do not s teal 

o the r b o o k s . I t ' s s i m p l e . I f an idea i s a l ive , i f i t i s e f fec t ive , t hen eve ry ­

o n e se izes on it. No o n e has any use for o u t m o d e d th ings . . . 

T h i s means tha t pr ies ts are not a l l o w e d to exp la in truths o f t he 

c a t e c h i s m , to p reach c a t e c h e t i c a l s e rmons w h i l e dis t r ic t cha i rpe r sons 

are b e i n g t ra ined for c a t e c h e t i c a l work, so that t h e y migh t more ef-
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fec t ive ly des t roy the C h u r c h . We must o b e y the b a s i c laws o f the state 

and the Cons t i tu t ion , bu t not t he w e b s w o v e n by the a the is t s . We 

pr ies ts are o b l i g e d to c a t e c h i z e ch i ld ren we l l , a cco rd ing to a two or 

th ree -yea r program d e t e r m i n e d by the Ord ina r i e s . U n d e r the p r e s e n t 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s , we mus t c a t e c h i z e the adul ts , too, e v e r y Sunday , for 

we did not r e c e i v e many c a t e c h i s m s , t en p e r parish more or l ess . So i t 

is impera t ive to g ive c a t e c h e t i c a l s e rmons , w h i l e the faithful, in order 

to s e e the truth and d is t inguish fa l sehood , mus t abso rb we l l the 

truths they hear . 

So pr iests mus t c a t e c h i z e the p e o p l e o f G o d , both the adults and 

ch i ld ren . I t i s e s p e c i a l l y n e c e s s s a r y to m a k e two-day, or in s o m e 

par i shes , th ree-day Adven t and L e n t e n re t reats , t o m a k e t h e m 

devout ly . All t h e s e th ings wil l t ruly b r ing us G o d ' s g race and 

courage , and then w e wil l s e e w h o w e are . 

In conc lus ion , s i n c e the t ime is short, I wish to touch , i f on ly br ie f ly , 

on o n e more ser ious p r o b l e m : n a m e l y , the p r o b l e m o f t ra in ing pr ies ts . 

T h e r e w e r e years w h e n a the is t s a l l o w e d only four, six, e igh t o r t en 

cand ida tes to be a c c e p t e d into the semina ry . N o w that pr ies ts and 

Ord ina r ies have b e g u n to d e m a n d i t r epea ted ly , for t he past four 

years twen ty cand ida tes have b e e n admi t t ed to t he semina ry . 

Dur ing that t ime, s o m e pr ies ts have d ied , and v a c a n c i e s have ap­

pea red — a shor tage of pr ies ts . 

T h e a theis ts have b e c o m e so e m b o l d e n e d that in fact t hey run the 

semina ry . F o r in s t ance this year , the semina ry adminis t ra t ion sub­

mi t t ed t o t he Off ice o f the C o m m i s s i o n e r o f C u l t the app l ica t ions o f 

thirty-six cand ida tes . S e v e n t e e n o f t h e m w e r e w e e d e d out by the 

a the is t s , and s t r i cken from the list. T h e y e l i m i n a t e d the very bes t . 

I th ink that the Ord ina r i e s wi l l s e e to i t that t hose r e j ec t ed 

prepare pr ivate ly for the p r ies thood . 

T h e t i m e has c o m e w h e n the f i tness o f cand ida tes for t he semina ry 

shou ld b e d e c i d e d not b y t h e c o m m i s s i o n e r , bu t b y the l e a d e r s h i p 

of t he C h u r c h — b i s h o p s and adminis t ra tors , pr ies ts and faithful. 

We can r ema in s i l en t no longer ! I f we want t o i m m o l a t e our­

se lves spir i tual ly, al l we n e e d do i s k e e p qu i e t and we shall immola t e 

ou r se lves . B u t his tory wil l r ecord that by our s i l e n c e and n e g l e c t 

w e b e t r a y e d the C a t h o l i c C h u r c h o f L i thuan ia . 

A n o t h e r e x a m p l e : L a s t T u e s d a y , a good semina r i an was ex­

p e l l e d from t h e fourth yea r o f s emina ry . ( S e m i n a r i a n Aloyzas V o l s k i s . 

S e e Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, Nos . 5 3 , 5 5 . — 

T r a n s . No te ) W h e n I i n q u i r e d wha t he was e x p e l l e d for, s o m e said 

that i t was b e c a u s e dur ing the s u m m e r , he had m e t with reac t ion-
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ary pr ies t s , w h i l e o thers said t h a t h e h a d s p e n t h i s s u m m e r v a c a t i o n 
i n V i d u k l ė . V i d u k l ė i s t h e s o u r c e o f c o n t a g i o n w h e r e i t i s p o s s i b l e t o 
c o n t r a c t t h e p l a g u e . . . ( F a t h e r Svar inskas was the pas tor of V i d u k l ė 
a t that t i m e . — T r a n s . N o t e ) T h e s e a n d s i m i l a r e v e n t s force us to t h i n k 
a n d t o say. " E n o u g h ! W e wi l l not s tand for this a n y longer . I f t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t wants to, l e t i t shut d o w n t h e s e m i n a r y c o m p l e t e l y , b u t 
i t m u s t b e a d m i n i s t e r e d o n l y b y C h u r c h l e a d e r s h i p , a n d w e wi l l sup­
port s u c h a s e m i n a r y in e v e r y way . " 

T o d a y o u r b i s h o p i s h e r e , a n d h e wi l l have s o m e t h i n g appropr ia te 
to say. L e t us s p r e a d w h a t we h e a r t h r o u g h o u t L i t h u a n i a , a n d p u t i t 
in to p r a c t i c e in our l ives . 

W e pr ies t s o f L i t h u a n i a are not s tr iv ing for po l i t ica l goals . N o ! W e 
m e r e l y a c c e p t that m i s s i o n w h i c h G o d p l a c e s u p o n our poor, w e a k 
s h o u l d e r s . W e wi l l k n e e l of ten b e f o r e M a r y a t Ši luva, Aušros Varta i 
a n d Ž e m a i č i ų Kalvar i ja a n d pray for t h e s t rength to carry out this 
m i s s i o n proper ly . W e p r o m i s e M a r y that w e wi l l d e f e n d t h e 
C h u r c h t o t h e last pr iest . W e wi l l d e f e n d i t w i t h our w h o l e l i fe : b y 
our word, c o u r a g e , t h e d i s s e m i n a t i o n o f truth, a n d t h e n l e t u s trust 
that wi th t h e h e l p o f G o d , b y t h e t i m e t h o s e t w o great j u b i l e e s c o m e , 
w e wi l l h a v e b e e n success fu l i n r e n e w i n g t h e spir i tual face o f t h e na­
t ion. S o , b r o t h e r s , l e t our mot to b e , " T o r e n e w all th ings i n C h r i s t " . 
A m e n . ( T h e l a n g u a g e has b e e n e d i t e d — E d . N o t e ) 

S e r m o n o f F a t h e r S ig i tas T a m k e v i č i u s , o n the Anniversary o f 
t h e D e a t h o f F a t h e r K a r o l i s G a r u c k a s . C o m m e m o r a t e d i n C e i k i n i a i , 
April, 1 9 8 0 . 

W e s tand a t t h e grave o f F a t h e r Karol i s . W h y have w e c o m e h e r e ? 
W e h a v e b e c o m e a c c u s t o m e d t o l o o k i n g for great p e o p l e i n b o o k s , 
faraway i n F r a n c e o r I taly, a n d often w e d o not n o t i c e t h e m w h e n 
t h o s e g r e a t p e o p l e l ive r ight h e r e i n our m i d s t , s p e a k a n d w o r k 
with us, c r e a t e wi th u s t h e future o f the C h u r c h a n d t h e nat ion. O n e o f 
t h o s e great p e o p l e w h o m t h e C h u r c h a n d the nat ion wi l l n o t forget 
was a n d sti l l i s F a t h e r Karol i s . W h o was h e ? I f o n e o f t h e faithful 
w e r e t o d e s c r i b e F a t h e r Karol i s , h e w o u l d say that F a t h e r K a r o l i s was 
a 1 0 0 % ideal i s t . H e was c o n c e r n e d a b o u t G o d a n d t h e C h u r c h . H e was 
c o n c e r n e d for t h e fa ther land. H e was a f fected b y t h e i m m o r t a l souls 
o f p e o p l e , a n d t h e i r m a t e r i a l w e l l - b e i n g . I f t h e q u e s t i o n , " W h o was 
F a t h e r K a r o l i s ? " w e r e t o b e a n s w e r e d b y a c o n t e m p o r a r y g o v e r n m e n t 
a t h e i s t , h e w o u l d say t h a t F a t h e r K a r o l i s w a s a d a m n e d J e s u i t , 
a n d r e l i g i o u s e x t r e m i s t . 
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Father Karolis Garuckas, SJ, on his deathbed, being visited by Father 
Alfonsas Svarinskas (center). 

W h y d o g o v e r n m e n t a t h e i s t s c a l l b i s h o p s , p r i e s t s ( i n c l u d i n g 

F a t h e r Karol i s ) and b e l i e v e r s " e x t r e m i s t s " — i n o the r words , l abe l t h e m 

with wha teve r per jora t ive t i t les t h e y can i m a g i n e ? In order to a n s w e r 

this ques t ion , le t us g l a n c e a t l eas t b r ie f ly a t the presen t -day p l ight 

o f our C h u r c h . 

T o d a y the C h u r c h in our country i s wa lk ing the road to Go lga tha . 

T o d a y in our count ry i t is b e i n g c ruc i f ied . T h e r e is a des i r e to s e e the 

C h u r c h and the F a i t h bu r i ed , so that in our father land not a t race 

wou ld be lef t of a s ing le c ross or a s i n g l e chu rch , in order that future 

gene ra t ions wou ld s e e on ly a the i s t i c m o n u m e n t s , and no o n e w o u l d 

testify that h e r e , b e s i d e the B a l t i c S e a , was a d e e p l y b e l i e v i n g na t ion 

w h i c h had l oved G o d and Mary . F o r this c ruc i f ix ion o f t he C h u r c h o f 

Chr i s t , eve ry th ing i s used . We can summar i ze t h o s e b a s i c ways in 

w h i c h the C h u r c h i s b e i n g c ruc i f i ed as fo l lows: 

F i r s t , for t h e c ruc i f ix ion of the C h u r c h and for t he war aga ins t 

re l ig ion , a l coho l i s b e i n g used . C o n s c i o u s l y and s u b c o n s c i o u s l y , by 

mass product ion o f a l coho l , t he a the is t s a re a t tacking re l ig ion and 

cruci fy ing the C h u r c h by the very wors t m e a n s . R e m o v e a l coho l from 

our na t ion today and our c h u r c h e s wil l s e e th ree t i m e s , and pe rhaps 

five t imes a s m a n y o f the faithful. T h e pe r son for w h o m a l c o h o l 
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b e c o m e s l i fe ' s be-a l l and end-al l forgets t h e way to chu rch , and rel i ­

g ion b e c o m e s for h i m a c o l l e c t i o n o f supe r s t i t i ons . T h e L a n d o f 

Mary today has b e e n b u i l t full o f sa loons . E a c h year , L i thuan ians 

sacr i f ice mi l l ions o f rub les to this t e r r ib l e idol , and e v e r y o n e who 

t h i n k s a n d i s n o t b l i n d s e e s t h a t t h e g r e a t e s t t r a g e d y , T H E 

G R E A T E S T E N E M Y O F T H E N A T I O N A N D T H E C H U R C H I S 

N O T H I N G O T H E R T H A N A L C O H O L I S M ! 

T h e s econd w e a p o n , the s e c o n d m e a n s u sed in the war aga ins t 

Chr i s t ' s C h u r c h i s in t imidat ion . We feel the te r r ib le c laws of in t imida­

t ion throughout t he life of the C h u r c h . E v e r y spr ing from the pul­

pit, we pr iests read to your faithful a d o c u m e n t from t h e d iocesan 

c h a n c e r y in which the s emina ry inv i tes young m e n to d e c i d e to work 

in t h e v ineyard o f Chr i s t . We k e e p qu i e t abou t the fact that young 

m e n are often a c c o m p a n i e d to the seminary , not by the i r pastors , bu t 

b y g o v e r n m e n t off ic ia ls , w h o m w e ca l l s ecu r i t y p o l i c e and o the r 

n a m e s . A young man ded ica t ing h i m s e l f to the s e r v i c e of Chr i s t can­

no t have free hands . He i s i n t imida ted in to bu i ld ing , not the C h u r c h 

o f Chr i s t , bu t the h o u s e o f Satan, i n t imida ted to d i s s e m b l e and to be 

a traitor. 

We b e l i e v e r s have no re l ig ious l i tera ture . We do not have our own 

newspape r . We do not have books . T h o s e o f you who , not long ago in 

M a r c h , w a t c h e d a c o u p l e o f t e l e v i s i o n p rog rams , h e a r d h o w of­

ficial pe rsons s ta ted that t he b e l i e v e r s o f L i t h u a n i a have eve ry th ing : 

T h e y have the Sc r ip tu res and re l ig ious l i te ra ture : l i turgica l books 

and ca lendars a re p u b l i s h e d for t h e m . In a word, t hey pub l i sh eve ry ­

th ing that we b e l i e v e r s n e e d ! 

Not so ! We have noth ing . Pr in t ing p re s ses w e r e t aken away from 

us by force ; by force they k e e p us of f radio or t e l ev i s ion , and w h e n the 

dregs o f untruth and c a l u m n y are p o u r e d on the heads o f pr ies ts and 

faithful, t he pr ies t is not a l l owed to s tand up a longs ide t h e s p e a k e r to 

r e b u t . T h e h a n d o f i n t i m i d a t i o n p r e v e n t s p r i e s t s from t e a c h i n g 

c h i l d r e n the truths o f the F a i t h , and i f today, pr ies ts c o n t i n u e to 

c a t e c h i z e ch i ld ren , dar ing not to s u c c u m b to this t e r r ib l e in t imida­

t ion, w e hono r t h e m . W e cou ld m e n t i o n m a n y ins t ances o f this in t imi­

dat ion, bu t you all k n o w them wel l . T o d a y i t takes an idiot or b l i n d 

man not to s e e t h e s e ins t ances o f in t imida t ion . 

T h e third w e a p o n w h i c h t h e g o v e r n m e n t a theis ts use in the i r 
de s i r e to crucify t h e C h u r c h of Chr i s t i s fa l sehood . In t imida t ion is in 
i tself terr ible and inhuman the re fore , in o rder to h i d e it, l i e s are 
u se . We h e a r t h e s e l ies on radio and t e l ev i s ion , and we read t h e m in 
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newspapers and magaz ines . An a t t empt i s b e i n g m a d e to c o n v i n c e 

us priests and laity of L i t h u a n i a that t h e the rope w h i c h the a the is t s 

are p l ac ing abou t our n e c k s is not a rope , bu t a beaut i fu l n e c k t i e . So 

w h e n the a theis ts try in var ious ways to s t rangle us, to bu ry us, those 

s a m e a the i s t s exe r t efforts to c o n v i n c e us that we h a v e c o m p l e t e 

faci l i t ies to b r e a t h e , to l ive and to f lourish. 

T h i s l i e se rves to camouf lage the in t imida t ion , and the s a m e l ie 

serves a the i s t i c ideo logy . T o d a y , w h e n e v e n a the is t s w h o are o b j e c ­

t ive admit that Chr i s t is a his tor ical f igure, that He l i ved on earth. He 

f u n c t i o n e d and w a s c r u c i f i e d , t h e g o v e r n m e n t a t h e i s t s i n t h e i r 

n e w s p a p e r s and t ex tbooks sti l l wri te that Chr i s t was a myth , a s tory— 

a l e g e n d c rea ted by p e o p l e . S u c h a d e s p i c a b l e l ie is still u s e d today 

so that ch i ld ren , youth and all who are not so k n o w l e d g e a b l e abou t 

the F a i t h w o u l d forget it, and turn away from the C a t h o l i c C h u r c h . 

S u c h in short s e e m s to be the p l igh t o f t he C h u r c h today. F a t h e r 

Karol is saw all that . W i s h i n g to se rve G o d and p e o p l e , to h e l p 

immorta l souls , he b e c a m e a J e s u i t , r e n o u n c e d eve ry th ing , p l a c e d 

eve ry th ing on t h e altar of sacr i f ice . S e e i n g the p r e s e n t difficult 

p l ight o f the C h u r c h , s e e i n g the in t imida t ion , the ch i ld ren and youth 

b e i n g l ed astray, h e a r i n g the l ie , he cou ld not j u s t pray, he cou ld not 

j u s t th ink abou t his own life and dea th . He was impa t ien t , h is hear t 

was a f lame, he l o o k e d for ways o f do ing some th ing , o f c h a n g i n g 

th ings . 

W h e n he found out that a L i t h u a n i a n H e l s i n k i group was organ­

izing in L i t h u a n i a (A smal l i n d e p e n d e n t group to moni to r i m p l e ­

menta t ion o f the human rights p rov is ions o f the H e l s i n k i F i n a l Ac ­

cords , s i g n e d by the S o v i e t U n i o n in 1 9 7 4 . — T r a n s . No te ) , he 

b e c a m e a cha r t e r m e m b e r . T h i s group was the first to go on r eco rd 

d e m a n d i n g that the C h u r c h in L i t h u a n i a h a v e the s a m e full f reedom 

w h i c h the g o v e r n m e n t a theis ts have today. I f t hey are a l lo t t ed tons 

o f pape r t o pub l i sh a the i s t i c p a m p h l e t s , t h e n the s a m e n u m b e r o f tons 

shou ld be a l lo t ted to t he C a t h o l i c s . I f the state suppor ts t he a the is t s , 

the state, c o n s i d e r i n g b e l i e v e r s as c i t i z ens , wi th equa l r ights , shou ld 

support b e l i e v e r s a l so , h e l p i n g and a l lowing t h e m to d i s s e m i n a t e 

the i r ideas . 

T o d a y , we pay h o m m a g e to F a t h e r Karol i s . At a t i m e w h e n many 

fearfully kep t s i l en t and b o w e d to in t imida t ion , to fa l sehood , F a t h e r 

Karol is s tood i m m o v a b l e as an oak, and told the truth. M o s t l ike ly , 

d e e p in his hear t , he too e x p e r i e n c e d fear and uncer ta in ty , bu t he 

used to find in h i m s e l f the p o w e r to res i s t that in te rna l fear and 

uncer ta in ty , to res is t i t and to s tand tall , ho ld ing aloft the b a n n e r of 
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Chr is t . We stand at F a t h e r Karo l i s ' grave . . . we have ga the red not 

j u s t to pray for h im — not to w e e p bu t to think, so that in days to 

c o m e , we might take the r ight posi t ion wh ich every pr ies t and layman 

in L i t h u a n i a shou ld take . 

F i r s t o f all , today each o f u s must unders tand , b e c o m e 

d e e p l y aware , that our s i l e n c e and pass iv i ty are a great of fense 

agains t t he nat ion and the C h u r c h at a t ime w h e n all he l l is se t 

agains t the C a t h o l i c C h u r c h to demo l i sh it, so that not o n e b e l i e v e r 

w o u l d be left i n t h e land o f L i thuan ia . I f we remain s i l en t and do 

noth ing , we are cowards , dese r t e r s and c r imina l s . T h e pos ture o f 

t he pr ies t and o f t he b e l i e v e r today must be o n e o f i n t e n s e ac t ion. 

T o d a y , i t i s too l i t t le j u s t to pray, too l i t t le to th ink on ly of one ' s 

own l i fe , dea th and e te rna l happ iness . T o d a y we mus t h a v e a b roade r 

v i s ion , e n c o m p a s s i n g in our hear ts all our b ro thers and sis ters in t he 

nat ion and in the C h u r c h . 

W h e n a t e r r ib le a l coho l i sm is des t roy ing the nat ion and the 

C h u r c h , eve ry priest , e v e r y lay pe rson p i ck ing up a dr ink is a de se r t e r 

and a c r imina l ! I t c anno t be ju s t i f i ed e v e n i f he does so wi thout 

b a d wi l l , m e r e l y g iv ing in to his w e a k n e s s . T o d a y , e a c h o n e o f us must 

s t ruggle for a s o b e r future for the nat ion, for on ly a s o b e r nat ion 

c a n p roduce good c i t i zens and good c h i l d r e n o f the C h u r c h . 

Not eve ry th ing today is in our power , bu t we can, by our protests 

i n m e e t i n g s , d e m a n d that the p roduc t ion o f a l coho l be cu t back , 

that sa loons w o u l d d i sappear from our e n v i r o n m e n t . T h e y are our 

misfor tune , t he graveyard o f the C h u r c h and o f t he na t ion . I t i s t he 

duty o f all o f us , b i shops , pr ies ts and faithful, to d e m a n d that t h e s e 

po i sons be r e m o v e d from our nat ion, that t he p roduc t ion o f a l c o h o l i c 

b e v e r a g e s be cu t back . W h e n we s e e the in t imida t ion and the false­

hood , r e m a i n i n g pass ive , app laud ing the l i es , op t ing for fa l sehood and 

d i s semina t ing i t — b e i n g b l ind , un th ink ing ins t ruments of in t imida­

t ion — w o u l d be a c r i m e . 

T h e p l ight o f t he C h u r c h and the nat ion today d e m a n d s that we 

s t ruggle aga ins t this in t imida t ion and fa l sehood . T h e p r e s e n t cond i ­

t ion o f the C h u r c h and the nat ion r equ i r e s that we be s t rong and 

b rave . F e a r , re t rea t before advers i ty , b o d e s we l l n e i t h e r for t he 

C h u r c h nor for t he nat ion. And regard less of wha t i s said and thought 

by pr iests and faithful w h o try to be tactful and just i fy t h e m s e l v e s , 

say ing that s o m e t i m e s i t i s w i s e to k e e p qu ie t—tha t by work ing 

qu i e t l y o n e can a c c o m p l i s h m o r e — today we say u n e q u i v o c a l l y t o 

e v e r y o n e that is a t e r r ib le mi s t ake ! 

F r o m history w e have m a n y e x a m p l e s : T h e painful l e s son o f 
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t h e Russ ian O r t h o d o x C h u r c h i s w e l l k n o w n , w h e r e a n a t t e m p t was 
a l so m a d e t o take t h e tactful way. W e pr ies ts a n d faithful o f L i t h u a n i a 
c a n n o t a l l o w this t e r r i b l e a n d u n f o r g i v e a b l e m i s t a k e t o b e r e p e a t e d 
i n our fa ther land: o t h e r w i s e , w e shal l b e r e s p o n s i b l e b e f o r e t h e d i v i n e 
t r ibunal , b e f o r e t h e n a t i o n a n d b e f o r e history. 

W e s tand a t t h e grave o f F a t h e r Karol i s . . . a t t h e grave o f a 
s o l d i e r o f Chr i s t . All o f us, w h o e v e r w e are, c l e r g y o r laity, m u s t 
re so lve t o carry C h r i s t ' s b a n n e r brave ly . T o d a y , w e m u s t not b e 
afraid o f sacr i f ice . N o threats , n o l a b o r c a m p s , pr i sons o r d e a t h c a n 
s top us. T h e C h u r c h has n e v e r suffered b e c a u s e its c h i l d r e n 
l a n g u i s h e d i n pr i son. T h e C h u r c h was n e v e r hurt w h e n h e r c h i l d r e n 
w e r e s c o u r g e d a n d cruc i f ied, b u t t h e C h u r c h suffered great l o s s e s 
w h e n h e r c h i l d r e n b e c o m e cowards , traitors a n d b e t r a y e d t h e m o s t 
s a c r e d c a u s e o f Chr i s t , for w h i c h H e , H i m s e l f , d i e d o n t h e cross . 

M y b r o t h e r s a n d s is ters, l e t u s l e a v e t h e grave o f F a t h e r Karol i s 
wi th a p r a y e r on o u r l ips a n d great l o v e in our h e a r t s : l e t us carry 
forth that f lame wi th w h i c h F a t h e r Karol i s b u r n e d , a n d le t us s p r e a d 
i t t h r o u g h o u t t h e nat ion. M a y t h e f lame o f truth, l o v e a n d c o u r a g e 
b u r n in t h e hearts o f us all. A m e n . 

( T h e l a n g u a g e has b e e n e d i t e d . — E d . N o t e ) 

N E W S F R O M T H E D I O C E S E S 

Ž a g a r ė ( J o n i š k i s R a y o n ) 
O n August 2 4 , 1 9 8 4 C o m m i s s i o n e r P e t r a s A n i l i o n i s o f t h e C o u n c i l 

for R e l i g i o u s Affairs c a m e to Ž a g a r ė to v is i t H i s E x c e l l e n c y . B i s h o p 
J u l i j o n a s S t e p o n a v i č i u s . H e i n t r o d u c e d h i m s e l f , saying. " I h a v e c o m e 
as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e g o v e r n m e n t to warn y o u . " 

T h e c o m m i s i o n e r p r e s e n t e d B i s h o p S t e p o n a v i č i u s wi th t h e 
fo l lowing a c c u s a t i o n s : 

1 . T h e b i s h o p s i g n e d , w i t h 5 0 0 pr ies t s , a p e t i t i o n r e g a r d i n g t h e 
R e g u l a t i o n s for R e l i g i o u s A s s o c i a t i o n s . 

2 . H e s i g n e d a p e t i t i o n from pr ies ts o f t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f K a u n a s 
regard ing t h e a r r e s t e d pr ies t s , F a t h e r Alfonsas S v a r i n s k a s a n d F a t h e r 
S ig i tas T a m k e v i č i u s . 

3 . T h e b i s h o p t ravels a r o u n d t o re l i g ious fest ivals, j u b i l e e s 
a n d funerals . 

4 . H e p r a y e d for s tate c r i m i n a l s , e.g., r e c e n t l y i n U t e n a , h e 
p r a y e d for t h e c r i m i n a l , C a n o n P e t r a s R a u d a , o n t h e t e n t h anniver sary 
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o f h i s death. C a n o n R a u d a was n e v e r r e h a b i l i t a t e d ! I n h i s s e r m o n , 
t h e b i s h o p said, " T h e years h e s p e n t i n labor c a m p w e r e m a r k e d 
b y sacr i f ice a n d l o v e for t h e C h u r c h . " I n his s e r m o n , h e a l so m e n ­
t i o n e d that in our country today, one-thi rd o f t h e marr iages e n d in 
d i v o r c e . T h i s i s c o n s i d e r e d an ant i-Sov ie t s t a t e m e n t . 

5. A few years ago, in T e l š i a i , he p r a y e d for B i s h o p P r a n c i š k u s 
R a m a n a u s k a s and o t h e r d e c e a s e d b i s h o p s o f that d i o c e s e . 

6 . In his talks with pr iests , he has u r g e d t h e m , " I t i s n e c e s s a r y to 
c a t e c h i z e t h e c h i l d r e n . " I n o t h e r words, h e has u r g e d t h e m not t o 
a b i d e b y S o v i e t law. 

7 . He has i n t e r f e r e d in t h e affairs o f the A r c h d i o c e s e o f V i l n i u s . 
H e s e n t a l e t te r t o t h e c h a n c e r i e s regard ing t h e organizat ion o f t h e 
P r i e s t s ' C o u n c i l and t h e C o l l e g e o f C o n s u l t o r s o f t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f 
V i l n i u s . He has no r ight to in ter fere in t h e affairs o f t h e a r c h d i o c e s e . 
T h e state does n o t r e c o g n i z e his a c t i o n s . 

H e i n c i t e d t h e Adminis t ra tor o f t h e D i o c e s e o f P a n e v ė ž y s , 
M o n s i g n o r K a z i m i e r a s D u l k s n y s , to form i n d e p e n d e n t l y a P r i e s t s ' 
C o u n c i l and C o l l e g e o f C o n s u l t o r s . 

A t this point, B i s h o p S t e p o n a v i č i u s r e m i n d e d Ani l ioni s , " Y o u are 

inter fer ing i n t h e affairs o f t h e C h u r c h . F o r e x a m p l e , you r e q u i r e that 
o n l y t h o s e you c h o o s e b e a p p o i n t e d t o P r i e s t s ' C o u n c i l s o r t h e C o l l e g e 
o f C o n s u l t o r s , e v e n t h o u g h in t h e press a n d on radio a n d t e l e v i s i o n , 
you proc la im that you do not in ter fere in the c a n o n i c a l or l i turgical 
ac t iv i t ie s o f t h e C h u r c h . " After t h e s e words, t h e c o m m i s s i o n e r , 
looking at the b i s h o p angri ly, fell s i l ent . 

T h e c o m m i s s i o n e r dared t o adv i se t h e b i s h o p agains goint t o 
V i l n i u s , for t h e c l o s i n g s e r v i c e s o f t h e Y e a r o f S a i n t C a s i m i r , August 
2 6 . T o all th i s , H i s E x c e l l e n c y r e s p o n d e d . " I d o not feel that I h a v e 
c o m m i t t e d any c r i m e against t h e civi l g o v e r n m e n t . I am going to t h e 
S a i n t C a s i m i r c e l e b r a t i o n . I t h i n k that wil l be b e t t e r for you also. 
W h a t wi l l t h e p e o p l e abroad say i f t h e y find out that you forbid i t ? " 

Ani l ioni s was worr ied that the b i s h o p m i g h t report t h e c o n v e r s a ­
t ion t o t h e Chronicle. T o this, B i s h o p S t e p o n a v i č i u s r e p l i e d , " I ' m 
g o i n g t o te l l e v e r y o n e that you v i s i t e d m e , a n d w h a t you w a r n e d m e 
a b o u t . " 

P a n e v ė ž y s 
O n J u n e 1 , 1 9 8 4 , C o m m i s s i o n e r P e t r a s A n i l i o n i s o f t h e Off ice o f 

R e l i g i o u s Affairs s u m m o n e d t o the P a n e v ė ž y s D i o c e s a n C h a n c e r y all 
t h e d e a n s o f t h e a foresa id d i o c e s e . Arriving, t h e d e a n s found p o s t e d 
i n t h e c h a n c e r y a n a n n o u n c e m e n t b y t h e admini s t ra tor o f t h e d i o c e s e , 
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M o n s i g n o r K a z i m i e r a s D u l k s n y s , regard ing t h e D i o c e s a n P r i e s t s ' 
C o u n c i l and the C o l l e g e o f C o n s u l t o r s w h i c h h a d b e e n o r g a n i z e d . 

W h e n R e l i g i o u s Affairs C o m m i s s i o n e r Pet ras A n i l i o n i s arr ived, h e 
was very a n n o y e d a t s u c h a n a n n o u n c e m e n t . H e stated, " I a m not 
inter fer ing in t h e pr ie s t s ' c h o i c e ( o f t h e six pr ies t s ) , b u t I wi l l n e v e r 
a g r e e that t h e six pr ies ts b e a p p o i n t e d a s m e m b e r s o f t h e 
P r i e s t s ' C o u n c i l w i t h o u t m y c o n s e n t . " A n i l i o n i s c a t e g o r i c a l l y s ta ted 
that w i t h o u t his approval t h e C o l l e g e o f C o n s u l t o r s was inval id . I n 
t h e list o f m e m b e r s o f t h e C o l l e g e o f C o n s u l t o r s w h i c h h a d b e e n 
posted, t h e n a m e s o f C a n o n B r o n i u s Antanai t i s , F a t h e r P e t r a s 
B a l t u š k a and F a t h e r J o n a s B a l č i ū n a s a r o u s e d t h e s p e c i a l ire o f 
Ani l ion i s . 

T h e c o m m i s s i o n e r , d i s regard ing that t h e c o m p o s i t i o n o f t h e 
C o l l e g e o f C o n s u l t o r s h a d a l ready b e e n a n n o u n c e d b y M o n s i g n o r 
D u l k s n y s , o r d e r e d that t h e aforesaid t h r e e m e m b e r s u n a c c e p t a b l e 
t o h i m b e r e p l a c e d b y others . 

I n t i m i d a t e d b y Ani l ioni s , M o n s i g n o r D u l k s n y s gave in. H o w e v e r , 
o n August 6 , 1 9 8 4 , M o n s i g n o r D u l k s n y s wrote t o C o m m i s s i o n e r 
A n i l i o n i s , i n d i c a t i n g that h e h a d m a d e t h e c h a n g e s i n t h e P r i e s t s ' 
C o u n c i l and C o l l e g e o f C o n s u l t o r s b e f o r e c h e k i n g C a n o n L a w , a n d i n 
r e s p o n s e t o r e p e a t e d d e m a n d s from t h e c o m m i s s i o n e r . I n his c o m ­
m u n i c a t i o n , h e l i s ted t h e P r i e s t s ' C o u n c i l a n d t h e C o l l e g e o f 
C o n s u l t o r s u n c h a n g e d , a s du ly e l e c t e d . 

O n August 14 , M o n s i g n o r D u l k s n y s was s u m m o n e d t o V i l n i u s t o 
s e e Pet ras A n i l i o n i s , w h o d e m a n d e d that M o n s i g n o r D u l k s n y s r e s c i n d 
his l e t t e r o f August 6 . Apparent ly , t h e c o m m i s s i o n e r d o e s not w i s h t o 
a c k n o w l e d g e the or ig inal a p p o i n t m e n t s t o t h e P r i e s t s ' C o u n c i l a n d 
C o l l e t e o f C o n s u l t o r s . 

O n August 1 1 , 1 9 8 4 , t h e P r i e s t s ' C o u n c i l o f t h e D i o c e s e o f Pa­
n e v ė ž y s a s e m b l e d a t the d i o c e s a n c h a n c e r y . M o n s i g n o r D u l k s n y s in­
f o r m e d t h o s e a s s e m b l e d o f his l e t t e r o f August 6 , w h i c h i n d i c a t e s 
t h a t t h e P r i e s t s ' C o u n c i l c o n s i s t s o f F a t h e r s : P e t e r A d o m o n i s , 
C a n o n B r o n i u s A n t o n a i t i s , P e t r a s B a l t u š k a , P e t r a s K u z m i c k a s , 
J u o z a s J a n u l i s , Antanas B a l a i š i s , C a n o n P e t r a s Ž u k e l i s , C a n o n J o n a s 
J u o d e l i s , D e a n J o n a s P r a n e v i č i u s , D e a n K l e m e n s a s G u t a u s k a s , J o n a s 
B a l č i ū n a s a n d Pet ras B u d r i ū n a s . T h e C o l l e g e o f C o n s u l t o r s c o n s i s t s 
of: C a n o n B r o n i u s Antanai t i s , C h a n c e l l o r P e t r a s J u o d e l i s a n d P e t r a s 
K u z m i c k a s . 

O n J u n e 1 , A n i l i o n i s s p o k e angr i ly t o t h e d e a n s . H e was e s p e c i a l l y 
a n n o y e d that t h e d e a n s a n d e v e n t h e admini s t ra tor o f t h e d i o c e s e , 
M o n s i g n o r K a z i m i e r a s D u l k s n y s , s i g n e d a l e t t e r from t h e pr ies t s o f 
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t h e D i o c e s e o f P a n e v ė ž y s to- t h e S o v i e t g o v e r n m e n t , p r o t e s t i n g 
aga ins t t h e arrest o f F a t h e r Alfonsas Svar inskas a n d F a t h e r S ig i tas 
T a m k e v i č i u s . H e t h r e a t e n e d that i n t h e future, e v e r y p r i e s t w h o 
s igns a s imi lar d o c u m e n t wi l l h a v e to cert i fy h i s s ignature a t K G B 
h e a d q u a r t e r s . 

A n i l i o n i s t r i e d t o c o n v i n c e t h e d e a n s w h o h a d b e e n s u m m o n e d 
that F a t h e r s Alfonsas Svar inskas a n d Sig i tas T a m k e v i č i u s h a d b e e n 
j u s t l y s e n t e n c e d . T h e c o m m i s s i o n e r was c o n v i n c e d that t h e pr ies ts 
s e n t e n c e d h a d n o r e a s o n t o b e angry a n d t o b r i n g u p var ious c o n ­
t e m p o r a r y p r o b l e m s , s i n c e in his words, i t was no b e t t e r in former 
days. A n i l i o n i s b a s e d h i s ta lk on old, pre-war m a g a z i n e s , r e a d i n g 
from t h e m various n e w s i t e m s a b o u t thefts a n d m u r d e r s . 

A s a n e x a m p l e o f a n t i - S o v i e t a g i t a t i o n b y F a t h e r S v a r i n s k a s , 
t h e c o m m i s s i o n e r i n d i c a t e d a s e r m o n w h i c h F a t h e r S v a r i n s k a s 
t e r m i n a t e d wi th t h e exhor ta t ion. " B r o t h e r s a n d s is ters, l e t us go to 
e s t a b l i s h a n e w L i t h u a n i a . . . " " N e w , i t i s t rue, b u t not a S o v i e t 
L i t h u a n i a . " A n i l i o n i s a d d e d sarcast ical ly . 

Šakiai 
O n J u n e 2 6 , 1 9 8 4 , t h e pr ies t s o f t h e rayon w e r e s u m m o n e d t o t h e 

offices o f t h e Šakia i E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e . After s o m e propaganda 
a n n o u n c e m e n t s b y g o v e r n m e n t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , V i c e C h a i r m a n 
( M r s . ) K a s p e r a v i č i e n ė , r e a d a n e x c e r p t o f a l e t t e r from R e l i g i o u s 
Affairs C o m m i s s i o n e r Ani l ioni s , w h i c h c o n d e m n e d t h e g a t h e r i n g o f 
s ignatures o n protes t s aga ins t t h e i m p r i s o n m e n t o f F a t h e r s Alfonsas 
S v a r i n s k a s a n d S i g i t a s T a m k e v i č i u s . D u r i n g t h e m e e t i n g , F a t h e r 
R o m u a l d a s V a i č i u l a i t i s d e n i e d t h e a c c u s a t i o n t h a t t h e a r r e s t e d 
pr ies t s are c r i m i n a l s . F a t h e r V a i č i u l a i t i s af f i rmed that F a t h e r Sig i­
tas T a m k e v i č i u s was his c l a s s m a t e , so he k n e w h i m w e l l as a very 
e x e m p l a r y a n d s e r i o u s pr ie s t , w o r k i n g a c c o r d i n g t o t h e sp i r i t o f 
C h r i s t . T h e g o v e r n m e n t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s w o u l d not a l low t h e m s e l v e s 
to g e t e n g a g e d in further d i s c u s s i o n ; say ing that i t was l u n c h t i m e , 
t h e y d i s m i s s e d t h e pr ies t s . 

V i c e C h a i r m a n K a s p e r a v i č i e n ė , d e t a i n i n g the R e v e r e n d D e a n 
J u o z a s Ž e m a i t i s , r e p r i m a n d e d h i m b e c a u s e his youth c h o i r s ings a t 
w a k e s ( T h e y o u t h c h o i r sang a t t h e funeral o f a good C a t h o l i c ) , 
b e c a u s e h e c a t e c h i z e s c h i l d r e n , v is i ts p a r i s h i o n e r s a n d has m a n y 
c h i l d r e n a n d y o u n g p e o p l e a t the altar. 

Šiauliai 
O n J u l y 3 0 , 1 9 8 4 , a t 1 1 : 0 0 A M , V i c e C h a i r m a n A . C a p a r a s sum-
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m o n e d t o t h e Off ice o f t h e Š iau l ia i Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e t h e 
p r i e s t s o f t h e C i t y a n d Rayon o f Š i a u l i a i . U p o n h i s arr ival , V i c e 
C o m m i s s i o n e r J u o z ė n a s o f the Off ice o f R e l i g i o u s Affairs, t r i e d t o 
c o n v i n c e t h e pr ies ts n o t t o s ign p e t i t i o n s a n d protes t s d e m a n d i n g 
t h e r e l e a s e o f F a t h e r Alfonsas S v a r i n s k a s a n d F a t h e r S ig i tas T a m k e -
v ič ius . H e t r ied t o s h o w that t h e pr ies t s w h o h a d b e e n s e n t e n c e d 
w e r e c r i m i n a l s , j u s t l y s e n t e n c e d , a n d t h e r e f o r e w o u l d not b e r e l e a s e d . 

Širv intai 
On S e p t e m b e r 7, 1 9 8 4 , pr ies t s w o r k i n g in t h e rayon w e r e sum­

m o n e d t o t h e Off ices o f t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e . T h e Rayon govern­
m e n t s t r i c t l y f o r b a d e t h e m t o p r a y f o r t h e s t a t e c r i m i n a l s , 
F a t h e r Alfonsas Svar inskas a n d F a t h e r S ig i tas T a m k e v i č i u s . 

T h e c a t e c h i z i n g o f c h i l d r e n i s forb idden. 
C a n o n J o n a s P i lka , F a t h e r Pet ras Kr ikšč iuka i t i s a n d F a t h e r R o k a s 

P u z o n a s a r g u e d b a c k s t r o n g l y , r e c a l l i n g t h a t t h e c a t e c h i z i n g o f 
C h i l d r e n i s s t r ict ly e n j o i n e d by C h u r c h law, a n d t h e pr ies t s w o u l d 
a b i d e b y i t . T o t h i s , t h e Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e V i c e 
C h a i r m a n re tor ted, " Y o u ' r e not g o i n g t o c h a n g e us, a n d w e ' r e not 
g o i n g t o c h a n g e y o u ! T h e r e ' s n o n e e d t o a r g u e ! " 

M o r e o v e r , h e w a r n e d that t h e r e are o t h e r t r a n s g r e s s i o n s o f t h e 
laws b u t t h e r e w o u l d b e n o warn ings — s t e r n e r m e a s u r e s w o u l d b e 
a p p l i e d . 

J u r b a r k a s 
A t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 8 4 , t h e pr ies ts o f t h e rayon 

w e r e s u m m o n e d t o t h e Off ices o f t h e J u r b a r k a s Rayon, a n d w a r n e d 
n o t t o p r a y for t h e i m p r i s o n e d p r i e s t s . A l fonsas S v a r i n s k a s a n d 
S i g i t a s T a m k e v i č i u s . E s p e c i a l l y u n d e r a t t a c k w a s t h e p a s t o r o f 
Vadžgi r i s , F a t h e r Alfonsas B u l o t a , for a s e r m o n d e l i v e r e d in V i d u k l ė , 
August 2 , w h e n t h e p e o p l e a s s e m b l e d o n t h e o c c a s i o n o f his feast 
day, p r a y e d for F a t h e r Alfonsas Svar inskas , a n d for a youth M a s s 
c e l e b r a t e d a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e s c h o o l year. 

K a u n a s 
A t 5 : 0 0 P M o n April 3 , 1 9 8 4 , C h i e f J u d g e M i s i ū n a s , o f t h e S u p r e m e 

C o u r t o f L i t h u a n i a , c a m e to t h e s e m i n a r y in K a u n a s for a l e c t u r e . 
A l o n g w i t h h i m c a m e a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e from t h e of f ice o f P e t r a s 
A n i l i o n i s , w h o a lways a c c o m p a n i e s l e c t u r e r s t o t h e s e m i n a r y . 

C h a i r m a n M i s i ū n a s , i n his l e c t u r e t o t h e s e m i n a r i a n s , e x p l a i n e d 
t h e s t r u c t u r e o f t h e S u p r e m e C o u r t , its work, t h e e q u a l i t y o f a l l 
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c i t i z e n s b e f o r e t h e law, e t c . M i s i ū n a s a c k n o w l e d g e d t h a t i n t h e 
p a s t t h e c o u r t h a d m a d e m i s t a k e s , b u t h e w a s c o n v i n c e d t h a t 
t h e m i s t a k e s h a d b e e n c o r r e c t e d , a n d t h e y w e r e c u r r e n t l y opera t ing 
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f t h e S u p r e m e Court . T h e l e c t u r e la s ted 
a b o u t forty m i n u t e s . Afterwards, as usual , t h e r e was an outburs t of 
q u e s t i o n s : 

" Y o u s p e a k o f j u s t i c e , e q u a l i t y a n d f r e e d o m , b u t i n t h e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n t h e r e i s no paragraph d e f e n d i n g re l ig ious organizat ions , 
m e e t i n g s , f r e e d o m o f re l ig ious s p e e c h o r re l i g ious press , s o w h a t k i n d 
o f e q u a l i t y c a n t h e r e b e , a n d h o w are w e t o u n d e r s t a n d s u c h j u s t i c e ? " 

R e s p o n d i n g t o this q u e s t i o n , M i s i ū n a s e x p l a i n e d that e v e n though 
t h e r e i s no c l a u s e in t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n a b o u t t h e r ights ra i sed in t h e 
q u e s t i o n , n e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e y are p r o t e c t e d b y o t h e r paragraphs o f t h e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n , ind i rec t ly . 

A c c o r d i n g to M i s i ū n a s , t h e r e are s u c h laws in o t h e r d o c u m e n t s , 
b u t e x a c t l y w h i c h d o c u m e n t s w e r e t h e paragraphs h e m e n t i o n e d , 
d e f e n d i n g t h e f r e e d o m o f re l i g ious organizat ions a s s e m b l y a n d reli­
g ious press t h e c h a i r m a n o f the S u p r e m e C o u r t d id n o t i n d i c a t e . 
T o t h e q u e s t i o n w h y c l e r g y a n d c h u r c h e m p l o y e e s are t a x e d d o u b l e , 
t r ip le o r m o r e t h e rate o f all o t h e r a g e n c i e s , M i s i ū n a s did n o t reply, 
say ing that h e k n e w n o t h i n g a b o u t s u c h th ings . A s k e d w h y n o 
re l ig ious l i terature i s a l l o w e d t o b e p u b l i s h e d , M i s i ū n a s e x p l a i n e d 
that t h e q u e s t i o n was g roundles s . T h e r e i s p l e n t y o f re l i g ious l i tera­
ture b e i n g p u b l i s h e d , a c c o r d i n g t o M i s i ū n a s . A s a n e x a m p l e , h e 
m e n t i o n e d t h e Catholic Calendar-Directory. 

After such a r e p l y by M i s i ū n a s , w h e n e v e r y o n e k n o w s that t h e 
e d i t i o n of t h e Calendar i s m i n i m a l , a n d that t h e Calendar i t s e l f i s 
m e a n t o n l y for pr ies ts , a n d t h e r e are n o r e l i g i o u s b o o k s p u b l i s h e d 
for t h e faithful, hear ty l a u g h t e r b r o k e out. D u r i n g t h e l e c t u r e , t h e 
q u e s t i o n was a s k e d w h y p e r m i s s i o n i s not g iven for e r e c t i o n o f n e w 
c h u r c h e s a n d c r o s s e s : w h y long-s tanding c r o s s e s a n d n e w l y - e r e c t e d 
c r o s s e s are b e i n g d e m o l i s h e d : w h y a large p e r c e n t a g e o f c h u r c h e s 
a re c l o s e d , c o n v e r t e d into w a r e h o u s e s a n d c o m p l e t e l y n e g l e c t e d , 
wi th d i l a p i d a t e d roofs, w h i c h no o n e i s a l l o w e d to repair . M i s i ū n a s 
sa id that t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e Of f ice for R e l i g i o u s Affairs w h o 
had c o m e w i t h h i m c o u l d a n s w e r this q u e s t i o n , b u t t h e lat ter a l so 
gave n o spec i f ics . 

T h e y w e r e a s k e d t o g ive m o r e deta i l s o f t h e trial o f F a t h e r Alfon­
sas S v a r i n s k a s . Avoid ing a d i r e c t a n s w e r , M i s i ū n a s m e r e l y e x p r e s s e d 
his o w n o p i n i o n , say ing that i f h e h a d h i s way, F a t h e r Svar inskas 
w o u l d have b e e n a r r e s t e d l o n g ago. I n his words, t h e pr ies t 
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w o u l d have c o m m i t t e d f e w e r of fenses a n d w o u l d h a v e r e c e i v e d a 
br ie fe r s e n t e n c e i n labor c a m p . 

W h e n M i s i ū n a s s ta ted that a n y o n e w h o w i s h e d h a d b e e n a l l o w e d 
into t h e trial, a storm of d e r i s i v e l a u g h t e r rang through t h e 
A u d i e n c e . S u p r e m e C o u r t C h a i r m a n M i s i ū n a s a n d t h e r e p r e s e n t a ­
t ive from the Off ice for R e l i g i o u s Affairs c o u l d not restrain 
t h e i r own laughter . 

D u r i n g t h e e n t i r e q u e s t i o n a n d a n s w e r s e s s i o n , M i s i ū n a s was 
nervous a n d r e s t l e s s : q u i t e often, he re fer red q u e s t i o n s to his 
c o m p a n i o n , b u t t h e la t ter a l so h a d n o t h i n g spec i f ic to say. 

Varduva ( P l u n g ė R a y o n ) 
J u l y 2 - 9 , 1 9 8 4 , a t Ž e m a i č i ų Kalvari ja, t h e great F e a s t o f t h e 

Vi s i ta t ion o f the B l e s s e d Vi rg in M a r y took p l a c e . D u r i n g t h e festival, 
s i tes c o m m e m o r a t i n g t h e P a s s i o n o f Chr i s t , w h i c h t h e p e o p l e ca l l t h e 
Hi l l s , are v i s i ted . V i s i t ing t h e s e s tat ions r e q u i r e s a j o u r n e y 
of a p p r o x i m a t e l y 7 k m : dur ing t h e e n t i r e j o u r n e y , h y m n s are sung. 
T h e r e are t h e o n l y Hi l l s o f Calvary w h i c h t h e faithful w e r e 
success fu l i n d e f e n d i n g against d e s t r u c t i o n b y t h e a the i s t s . E v e r y 

Pilgrims at the shrine of Žemaičių Kalvarija. 
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year, c r o w d s o f b e l i e v e r s c o m e t o the re l i g ious festival a t Ž e m a i č i ų 
Kalvari ja, not j u s t from L i t h u a n i a , b u t from o t h e r r e p u b l i c s . 

P r i o r t o t h e f e s t i v a l a t Ž e m a i č i ų K a l v a r i j a , t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
a the i s t s usua l ly at tack e s p e c i a l l y t h e B i s h o p o f T e l š i a i , t h e D e a n o f 
P l u n g ė a n d t h e pas tor o f Ž e m a i č i ų Kalvari ja. T h e y d e m a n d that 
farm laborers w h o are re l i g ious b e l i e v e r s be to ld from t h e pulp i t not 
t o m i s s work dur ing t h e re l i g ious festival. T h e y are e s p e c i a l l y angry 
o n a c c o u n t o f t h e P r i e s t s ' D a y , p r o c l a i m e d dur ing t h e festival. T h i s 
year , B i s h o p Antanas V a i č i u s was o r d e r e d n o t t o v is i t t h e Hi l l s o f 
Calvary with t h e faithful, a n d to forbid pr ies ts to go, s i n c e a c c o r d i n g 
t o C o m m i s s i o n e r Pet ras A n i l i o n i s , s u c h v i s i t ing o f t h e H i l l s o f C a l v a r y 
is a t ransgres s ion of re l ig ious regu la t ions . 

C o m m i s s i o n e r Ani l ionis d e m a n d e d through t h e rayon govern­
m e n t that s e r m o n s b e p r e a c h e d o n l y b y pr ies ts o f t h e D i o c e s e 
o f T e l š i a i , a n d t h a t t h e i r n a m e s b e r e p o r t e d i n a d v a n c e t o t h e rayon 

off ices. L o u d s p e a k e r s m a y not be i n s t a l l e d in t h e c h u r c h y a r d , so that 
faithful u n a b l e t o g e t in to t h e p a c k e d c h u r c h m i g h t not h e a r t h e 
p r e a c h i n g . 

At t h e rayon c e n t e r , a s p e c i a l staff has b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d u n d e r 
t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f a h i g h K G B official from M o s c o w . 

Ž e m a i č i ų Kalvari ja i t s e l f b u z z e d wi th a large n u m b e r o f K G B 
a g e n t s a n d traffic p o l i c e , n o t i n g t h e l i c e n s e n u m b e r s o f a u t o m o b i l e s 
on t h e i r w a y to t h e festival. Sta f f m e m b e r s from t h e R e l i g i o u s Affairs 
Off ice par t ic ipated, a long w i t h a w h o l e b r i g a d e o f a g e n t s u n d e r 
orders to r e c o r d e v e r y s e r m o n p r e a c h e d . A n u m b e r o f a g e n t s w e r e 
o r d e r e d t o r e c o r d t h e s e r m o n s , s o that t h e r e w o u l d n o t b e t h e leas t 
poss ib i l i ty o f c o n c e a l i n g anything . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e n u m b e r o f faith­
ful a t t h e re l ig ious festival a n n u a l l y i n c r e a s e s . T h i s y e a r B i s h o p 
Antanas V a i č i u s of T e l š i a i , a great n u m b e r of pr ies t s a n d a 
c o u n t l e s s throng o f t h e faithful p a r t i c i p a t e d in t h e s e r v i c e s a t Ž e m a i ­
č i ų Kalvari ja o n P r i e s t s ' D a y . 

D u r i n g t h e c o n c e l e b r a t e d M a s s , B i s h o p V a i č i u s , t h e pr ies t s a n d 
t h e faithful p r a y e d for t h e s o b r i e t y o f L i t h u a n i a , a n d h e r y o u n g 
p e o p l e . After M a s s , B i s h o p V a i č i u s , pr ies t s a n d faithful w a l k e d t h e 
H i l l s o f Calvary. D u r i n g t h e r e l i g i o u s festival, o v e r 2 0 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e 
r e c e i v e d H o l y C o m m u n i o n . 

Š i l u v a 
O n S e p t e m b e r 2 6 , 1 9 8 4 , t h e last S u n d a y o f t h e m o n t h , g o v e r n m e n t 

officials feared a p o s s i b l e p r o c e s s i o n of y o u t h from T y t u v ė n a i to 
Š i luva . T h e pas tor o f T y t u v ė n a i , F a t h e r L i u d v i k a s S e m a š k a , was sum-
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Procession to Šiluva. 

m o n e d t o t h e rayon off ices, a n d w a r n e d a b o u t t h e p r o c e s s i o n . O n t h e 
day m e n t i o n e d , a m u l t i t u d e o f m i l i t i a g u a r d e d T y t u v ė n a i , a n d pa t ro l led 
K e l m ė . Š i l u v a a n d t h e H i l l o f C r o s s e s . A l o n g t h e road t o t h e H i l l o f 
C r o s s e s , s igns w e r e e r e c t e d b a r r i n g traffic. A l o n g t h e roads, traf­
fic p o l i c e c h e c k e d p a s s i n g a u t o m o b i l e s , a n d f i n e d t h e m for t h e l e a s t 
th ing, t h r e a t e n i n g t o lift t h e dr iver s ' l i c e n s e s . 

A t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f S e p t e m b e r , dur ing t h e great re l i g ious festiv­
a l o f O u r L a d y o f Š i luva, i n o r d e r t o m a k e i t m o r e diff icult for 
t h e faithful t o r e a c h Ši luva, c e r t a i n c o m m u t e r b u s e s w e r e c a n c e l l e d , 
a n d m o s t o f t h e r e m a i n d e r c o m i n g from K a u n a s a n d R a s e i n i a i took o n 
o n l y a s m a n y p a s s e n g e r s a s t h e r e w e r e seats a v a i l a b l e . T a x i s 
c a t e g o r i c a l l y re fused t o take p a s s e n g e r s i n the d i r e c t i o n o f Ši luva. 
Traf f ic p o l i c e z e a l o u s l y c h e c k e d pr ivate cars a n d i f a n y o n e t r i e d t o 
d r i v e t o s e r v i c e s r e p e a t e d l y , t h e y w e r e a c c u s e d o f e n g a g i n g i n 
prof i teer ing. 

On S e p t e m b e r 9 , after t h e p r i n c i p a l M a s s , t h e t radi t ional pro­
c e s s i o n o f p e n a n c e t o o k p l a c e a l o n g t h e roads a r o u n d t h e B a s i l i c a 
of Ši luva, le t by a pr ies t . 

O n W e d n e s d a y , S e p t e m b e r 12, t h e so-ca l led P r i e s t s ' D a y , a b o u t 
forty pr ies ts c o n c e l e b r a t e d H o l y M a s s . O n S e p t e m b e r 13, M a s s was 
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c o n c e l e b r a t e d b y H i s E x c e l l e n c y . B i s h o p J u l i j o n a s S t e p o n a v i č i u s a n d 
forty-six pr iests . I n his s e r m o n , B i s h o p S t e p o n a v i č i u s b r o u g h t u p 
t h e diff icult ies e x p e r i e n c e d b y b e l i e v i n g c h i l d r e n and youth i n s c h o o l 
a n d a t work. As an e x a m p l e , he m e n t i o n e d t h e b e h a v i o r o f a 
y o u n g m a n in a c e r t a i n factory: W h e n t h e y t r i e d to r i d i c u l e h im, 
saying that h e d idn ' t k n o w h i m s e l f w h a t h e b e l i e v e d in, t h e y o u n g 
m a n devout ly r e c i t e d t h e A p o s t l e s ' C r e e d , a n d e v e r y o n e was s h a m e d 
in to s i l e n c e . 

T h e b i s h o p w e n t o n t o say that pr ies t s are forb idden t o t e a c h 
c h i l d r e n re l ig ion, a n d a d d r e s s e d h i m s e l f t o t h e family, e m p h a s i z i n g 
its great r e s p o n s i b i l i t y in t h e e d u c a t i o n of c h i l d r e n , e s p e c i a l l y in 
t e a c h i n g t h e m re l ig ious truth. 

T h e s e m i n a r y adminis t ra t ion, l e t t ing s e m i n a r i a n s out for t h e 
s o l e m n i t i e s a t Ši luva, w a r n e d t h e m not to a s s o c i a t e with t h e m o r e 
z e a l o u s pr iests , les t t h e y p o s s i b l y b e i n f e c t e d b y e x t r e m i s m . I t i s 
too b a d that t h e s e m i n a r y author i t ie s do not warn s e m i n a r i a n s not 
t o a s s o c i a t e w i t h a thei s t s , w h o are w r e c k i n g t h e C h u r c h , a n d wi th 
K G B , w h o are c o n s t a n t l y t ry ing t o recru i t L i t h u a n i a n youth a n d 
s e m i n a r i a n s as in formers . 

O n S e p t e m b e r 12, 1 9 8 4 , tourists from L a t v i a v i s i t ing c i t i e s o f 
L i t h u a n i a in a h i r e d bus , s t o p p e d off a t Ši luva. H e r e g o v e r n m e n t 
a g e n t s d e t a i n e d t h e i r b u s , a n d took t h e dr iver away. W h e n t h e dr iver 
fa i led t o return, t h e p e o p l e w e n t t o t h e mi l i t ia , d e m a n d i n g 
his r e l e a s e . " N o o n e i n f o r m e d us that s t o p p i n g a t Š i l u v a i s not a l l o w e d 
S e p t e m b e r 8 - 1 6 . " t h e p e o p l e to ld t h e mi l i t ia . After t w o hours of 
q u e s t i o n i n g , the dr iver was r e l e a s e d . 

K r e k e n a v a ( P a n e v ė ž y s R a y o n ) 
August 3 1 , 1 9 8 4 , a t t h e off ices o f t h e P r o s e c u t o r i n P a n e v ė ž y s , 

F a t h e r Pet ras B u d r i ū n a s , t h e pas tor o f K r e k e n a v a , was w a r n e d a b o u t 
t e a c h i n g c h i l d r e n c a t e c h i s m . 

S k a u d v i l ė ( T a u r a g ė R a y o n ) 
J u n e 8 , 1 9 8 4 , i n t h e c h u r c h i n S k a u d v i l ė , after s e r v i c e s , t h e 

pastor, F a t h e r J o n a s K a u n e c k a s , d e l i v e r e d a c a t e c h e t i c a l s e r m o n 
a b o u t c o n f e s s i o n . D u r i n g t h e s e r m o n , a p p r o a c h i n g a c o n f e s s i o n a l , he 
s h o w e d t h e c h i l d r e n h o w t o m a k e t h e i r c o n f e s s i o n , a n d th i s was 
c o n s i d e r e d a c r i m e . 

After t h e s e r m o n , E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e S e c r e t a r y ( M r s . ) K a r o s i e -
n ė , a n d V i c e P r i n c i p a l , Mrs . J a n c e v i č i e n ė o f t h e M i d d l e S c h o o l , c a m e 
t o t h e sacris ty, o s t e n s i b l y regard ing t h e h e a t i n g o f t h e c h u r c h , a n d 
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s u m m o n e d F a t h e r K a u n e c k a s t o t h e offices o f t h e E x e c u t i v e Com­
m i t t e e . H e r e a warrant was drawn up, i n d i c a t i n g that F a t h e r K a u n e c ­
kas taught c h i l d r e n r e l i g i o n a n d o r g a n i z e d d e v o t i o n s j u s t for c h i l d r e n , 
b e c a u s e i n c h u r c h , a b o u t sixty c h i l d r e n a n d s e v e n w o m e n w e r e 
c o u n t e d , a l though t h e r e rea l ly w e r e m o r e adults i n c h u r c h dur ing 
se rv ices . T h e w o m e n m a k i n g t h e c h e c k fa i led t o n o t i c e m o r e than 
t w e n t y m e n a n d w o m e n u p i n t h e c h o i r loft. V i c e C h a i r w o m a n , M r s . 
U l b i e n ė , s tated that t h e report w o u l d b e p r e s e n t e d t o t h e P r o s e c u ­
tor 's Off ice a n d a d d e d t o F a t h e r K a u n e c k a s ' f i le s i n c e , i n t h e words o f 
t h e v i c e c h a i r w o m a n , i t was " b y j u s t s u c h c r i m e s that t h e pr ies ts A . 
Svar inskas a n d S . T a m k e v i č i u s b e g a n t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s " . 

Vi lkav i šk i s 
O n J u n e 6 , 1 9 8 4 , V i c e C h a i r m a n J u o z a s U r b o n a s o f t h e Vi lka­

viškis Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e e n t e r e d a b u i l d i n g in t h e Vi lka­
viškis c h u r c h y a r d . S e e i n g c h i l d r e n g a t h e r e d for a c a t e c h i s m l e s s o n , 
U r b o n a s c a l l e d M i s s G e n o v a i t ė P a l i a u k a i t ė out in to t h e c h u r c h y a r d , 
a n d o r d e r e d h e r t o g o h o m e i m m e d i a t e l y ( M i s s P a l i a u k a i t ė l ives 
i n K a p s u k a s ) , a n d not t o s h o w u p a n y m o r e . T h e V i c e C h a i r m a n 
w a r n e d the girl that for t e a c h i n g c h i l d r e n c a t e c h i s m , s h e w o u l d b e 
t r ied in c r i m i n a l court . 

G o i n g t o t h e rectory, U r b o n a s d e m a n d e d that group i n s t r u c t i o n 
o f c h i l d r e n for F i r s t C o m m u n i o n b e d i s c o n t i n u e d . T h e pastor, F a t h e r 
J u o z a s P r e i k š a s , a n d A s s o c i a t e P a s t o r F a t h e r Vytautas G u s t a i t i s , ex­
p l a i n e d that i t was not p o s s i b l e (for lack o f t i m e ) to q u e s t i o n t h e 
c h i l d r e n o n e b y o n e , a n d t h e y d id not c o n s i d e r i t any c r i m e i f 
t h e c h i l d r e n g a t h e r e d in smal l groups o f forty or m o r e , so t h e i r 
grasp o f t h e mater ia l c o u l d b e t e s t e d . T o U r b o n a s ' s t a t e m e n t that 
M i s s P a l i a u k a i t ė h a d n o r ight t o t e a c h c h i l d r e n re l ig ion, a n d c o u l d b e 
b r o u g h t to trial, A s s o c i a t e P a s t o r G u s t a i t i s r e s p o n d e d that in such a 
c a s e , h e w o u l d c a t e c h i z e t h e c h i l d r e n h i m s e l f : t h e t e a c h i n g w o u l d not 
b e d i s c o n t i n u e d . (On N o v e m b e r 16, 1 9 8 4 , F a t h e r J u o z a s P r e i k š a s was 
d e s i g n a t e d b y P o p e J o h n P a u l I I a s Ass i s tant A p o s t o l i c A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
o f t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f K a u n a s a n d t h e D i o c e s e o f Vi lkav i šk i s , assist­
ing B i s h o p L i u d v i k a s P o v i l o n i s , w h o was n a m e d a r c h b i s h o p a t that 
t i m e . — T r a n s . N o t e ) 

After t h e vis i t o f V i c e C h a i r m a n U r b o n a s , c o m m i t t e e s o f t e a c h e r s 
t r i e d t o get into t h e c h u r c h y a r d . W h e n this fai led, t h e t e a c h e r s m e t 
c h i l d r e n w h o w e r e c o m i n g t o c h u r c h a t t h e c h u r c h y a r d gates, w h e r e 
t h e y c o u n t e d t h e m , took d o w n t h e i r n a m e s a n d t h r e a t e n e d t h e m . 

After t h e visit o f V i c e C h a i r m a n U r b o n a s , c o m m i t t e e s o f t e a c h e r s 
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t r i e d t o g e t into t h e c h u r c h y a r d . W h e n this fai led, t h e t e a c h e r s m e t 
c h i l d r e n w h o w e r e c o m i n g t o c h u r c h a t t h e c h u r c h y a r d gates, w h e r e 
t h e y c o u n t e d t h e m , took d o w n t h e i r n a m e s a n d t h r e a t e n e d t h e m . 

T o : T h e C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s o f t h e L i t h u a n i a n S S R 
T h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f t h e K l a i p ė d a Rayon 

F r o m : P a r e n t s a n d Fai th fu l o f t h e P a r i s h o f Gargžda i , 
K l a i p ė d a Rayon 

A P r o t e s t 
O n J u n e 5 o f this year, w e b r o u g h t our c h i l d r e n t o c h u r c h b e f o r e 

e v e n i n g se rv ices , s o t h a t t h e pr ies t m i g h t h e a r t h e i r prayers individu­
al ly, for a d m i s s i o n to t h e i r first C o n f e s s i o n a n d H o l y C o m m u n i o n . 
I n t o t h e c h u r c h c a m e t h r e e w o m e n , w h o told t h e pr ies t that t h e 
E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e h a d s e n t t h e m , a n d that t h e y w e r e g o i n g to fi le a 
c o m p l a i n t b e c a u s e h e h a d o p e n e d a s c h o o l i n the c h u r c h . T h e y im­
m e d i a t e l y b e g a n t o take c h a r g e i n c h u r c h : All t h r e e o f t h e m r u s h e d u p 
to t h e c h i l d r e n , looking i n q u i s i t i v e l y to ident i fy t h e m , q u e s t i o n i n g 
a n d c o u n t i n g t h e m . T h e c h i l d r e n w e r e f r i g h t e n e d : s o m e o f t h e m t r i e d 
t o h i d e w h e n t h e y spot ted t h e i r t e a c h e r . 

T h e m o t h e r s a n d g r a n d m o t h e r s b e c a m e f r ightened, a l o n g wi th t h e 
c h i l d r e n . T h e invest igators m a d e r u d e r e m a r k s a n d b e g a n o n t h e spot 
t o wr i te u p t h e c o m p l a i n t . S o m e o f the m o t h e r s w e r e h e a r d t o say, 
" W e b r o u g h t t h e m a n d wil l c o n t i n u e t o d o so. D o n ' t i n t e r f e r e wi th t h e 
q u i z ! " B u t t h e " n e w c h u r c h a d m i n i s t r a t i o n " a t t a c k e d t h e m e v e n 
m o r e v e h e m e n t l y a n d ra i sed s u c h a furor that i t r e c a l l e d to m i n d t h e 
m a s s a c r e i n t h e c h u r c h o f Kražiai w h e r e t h e C z a r ' s power fu l C o s s a c k s 
fel l u p o n u n a r m e d w o m e n . 

T h e v o i c e s o f t h e w o m e n w e r e h e a r d i n se l f -defense : " G e t out o f 
h e r e ! " T h e f r i g h t e n e d c h i l d r e n , m e a n w h i l e , w a t c h e d i n t e n t l y t o s e e 
h o w e v e r y t h i n g w o u l d turn out. F i n a l l y , t h e t h r e e int ruders ap­
p r o a c h e d t h e pr ie s t and i n t r o d u c e d t h e m s e l v e s : M r s . J a d v y g a 
S i u r p l i e n ė , S e c r e t a r y o f t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e : M r s . R ū t a 
R a u d i e n ė a n d M r s . J ū r a t ė D a p k e v i č i e n ė , a t e a c h e r . T h e n , tak ing 
t h e i r c o m p l a i n t w i t h t h e m , t h e y left. 

W e protes t m o s t s t r e n u o u s l y s u c h a c t i o n s i n c h u r c h b y t h e s e 
w o m e n . T h e y took o v e r i n c h u r c h , t e r r o r i z e d o u r c h i l d r e n a n d us, 
c a u s e d a t e r r i b l e r o w a n d i n t e r f e r e d wi th t h e q u e s t i o n i n g o f t h e 
c h i l d r e n . 
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T h e y c o u l d h a v e done wi thout t he s e n s e l e s s at tacks by r e m a i n i n g 

ca lm and wri t ing the i r report . 

T h e y t r ansg res sed Ar t ic le 5 0 o f the L S S R Cons t i tu t ion . " T h e 

C h u r c h is separa ted from the s ta te ," s i n c e they a s s u m e d author i ty in 

c h u r c h and c a u s e d a d i s tu rbance . 

T h e y m a d e u p the idea o f " s c h o o l " wi thout any b a s i s : T h e 

c h i l d r e n ' s k n o w l e d g e mus t b e c h e c k e d b y q u e s t i o n i n g t h e m . T h i s i s 

t he pr ies t ' s duty. O t h e r w i s e , he has no r ight to admi t t h e m to the 

sac raments . He had t h e full r ight to d e l i v e r a c a t e c h e t i c a l s e r m o n in 

w h i c h the truths o f re l ig ion are e x p l a i n e d , a n d paren ts h a v e t h e full 

r ight to take thei r ch i ld ren to church : this i s wha t the mo the r s do. 

T h e m e r e fact that qu i te a few c h i l d r e n a s s e m b l e s imu l t aneous ly 

does not cons t i tu te a schoo l . T h e pr ies ts do no t h a v e the t ime to be 

o c c u p i e d with the c h i l d r e n al l day long, s i n c e t h e y have o the r work as 

we l l , so they se t a t ime for t e s t ing the ch i ld ren . W h e n m a n y 

c h i l d r e n c o m e to c h u r c h a t the s a m e t ime , sure ly he does no t h a v e to 

c h a s e t hem from c h u r c h and let t h e m in o n e by o n e for q u e s t i o n i n g ? 

T h a t w o u l d be absurd! I t i s q u i c k e r and e a s i e r to ques t i on all o f t h e m 

toge ther . I t i s i m p o s s i b l e to t e a c h t h e m j u s t in church , so e v e n i f o n e 

wanted , o n e c o u l d not c r ea t e a schoo l in church . H e n c e in Po land , in 

Hunga ry and i n the G e r m a n D e m o c r a t i c R e p u b l i c , t h e y t each ch i ld ren 

re l ig ion in the par ish ha l l t h roughou t the year . E v e n though i t i s t he 

s a m e C o m m u n i s m , t h e r e the D i r e c t i v e o f L e n i n i s a p p l i e d co r rec t ly : 

R e l i g i o n is not taught in s choo l (that i s , t he C h u r c h is sepa ra ted 

from the school ) . 

T h a t i s how t h e w h o l e wor ld unders tands it. H e n c e , a cco rd ing to 

L e n i n ' s p r i nc ip l e , we too shou ld have t h e r ight t o t each ch i ld ren 

r e l i g ion in church th roughout the year : b u t t he E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t ­

t e e o f Gargžda i p e r s e c u t e s p e o p l e j u s t for q u e s t i o n i n g the ch i ld ren . I s 

this not b l i n d a the i s t i c fanat ic ism, w h i c h w o u l d l ike to c rush re l ig ion 

by fo r ce? W h e r e i s t h e law saying that the c h i l d r e n ' s k n o w l e d g e 

can on ly be t e s t ed , and o n e mus t sc rupu lous ly avo id u t te r ing a 

s ing le word o f ins t ruc t ion , b e c a u s e this wou ld be " s c h o o l " ? I s this not 

absu rd? 

F o r n i n e years in our c h u r c h the c h i l d r e n w e r e q u e s t i o n e d in th is 

way, and no one said a word. Now the E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f t he 

C i t y of Gargžda i s e e m s to have p romulga ted a n e w law a n d i s b l i n d l y 

car ry ing i t out . T h i s only r i les t h e b e l i e v i n g p u b l i c and sets i t agains t 

t he g o v e r n m e n t . I s this s e n s i b l e ? 

T h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f the C i t y o f Gargžda i d o e s not s e e 

wha t i t r e a l l y shou ld s e e : F o r seve ra l years now, we have b e e n t ry ing 
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to raise the r o o f of our c h u r c h — a barracks — so that we m i g h t h a v e 
e n o u g h air a n d light. B u t i t pays no a t tent ion to t h e fact that r e s i d e n t s 
o f t h e c i ty suffer for w a n t o f air, e s p e c i a l l y dur ing t h e s u m m e r . 

W e ask you m o s t u r g e n t l y t o d e f e n d us, o u r c h i l d r e n a n d t h e 
C h u r c h from s i m i l a r terror is t at tacks in the future, so that we m i g h t 
avail o u r s e l v e s o f t h e re l ig ious f r e e d o m w h i c h t h e S o v i e t C o n s t i t u t i o n 
guarantees . 

O n J u n e 8 , t h e te r ror iz ing was r e p e a t e d : W h e n t h e m o t h e r s 
b r o u g h t t h e i r c h i l d r e n b e f o r e se rv ices for t h e pr ie s t to q u e s t i o n t h e m 
a n d to o b t a i n a c a r d for F i r s t C o m m u n i o n , t h e s a m e t h r e e w o m e n 
hurr ied t o c h u r c h , this t i m e a c c o m p a n i e d b y t h r e e m e n . W i t h o u t 
say ing anything, t h e y i m m e d i a t e l y b e g a n p h o t o g r a p h i n g t h e pr iest , 
t h e c h i l d r e n a n d the m o t h e r s . T h e f lashbulb k e p t g o i n g off l ike 
l i g h t e n i n g . E v e r y o n e b e c a m e c o n f u s e d a n d f r ightened, e s p e c i a l l y t h e 
c h i l d r e n . A m o n g t h e m e n was t h e dis t r ict c h a i r m a n , t h e d i r e c t o r o f 
e d u c a t i o n cadres a n d a p h o t o g r a p h e r . T h e m o t h e r s b e g a n d e f e n d i n g 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n . W h i l e " t h o s e in c h a r g e " had t h e i r way, a d i s t u r b a n c e 
a n d a r g u m e n t a r o s e a n d f r ightened c h i l d r e n b e g a n t o shout, " G e t out 
o f h e r e ! " F i n a l l y t h e y left. 

S a v e us a n d our c h i l d r e n from terror izat ion, d e f e n d our f reedom 
o f c o n s c i e n c e a n d that o f our c h i l d r e n . T h e C h u r c h i s s e p a r a t e d from 
the state, a n d g o v e r n m e n t officials in Gargždai in ter fere in c h u r c h 
a n d terror ize t h e faithful. Hurry to h e l p us ! 

S i g n e d b y : 4 1 3 F a i t h f u l o f t h e P a r i s h o f Gargždai 

G a r g ž d a i . J u n e 8 , 1 9 8 4 

G a r g ž d a i ( K l a i p ė d a R a y o n ) 
O n J u l y 3 0 , 1 9 8 4 , w h i l e the parish pr ie s t o f G a r g ž d a i was q u e s ­

t i o n i n g t h e c h i l d r e n a b o u t t h e c a t e c h i s m b e f o r e c h u r c h , t h e invest i­
gators c a m e into c h u r c h fro t h e th i rd t i m e . T h i s t i m e , i t was t h e 
secre tary o f t h e C o m m u n i s t Y o u t h L e a g u e and two o f h e r ass i s tants . 
At that t i m e , t h e pr ies t was q u e s t i o n i n g a thirty-year-old u n m a r r i e d 
w o m a n w h e t h e r s h e k n e w e v e r y t h i n g n e c e s s a r y for first C o n f e s s i o n . 
T h e C o m m u n i s t Y o u t h L e a g u e S e c r e t a r y i n s i s t e d that s u c h q u e s t i o n ­
ing c o n s t i t u t e d ins t ruct ion. T h e m o t h e r s i n c h u r c h re tor ted, " W e 
t e a c h t h e c h i l d r e n ourse lves , a n d w e b r o u g h t t h e m t o b e t e s t e d . " 
T h e y a s k e d t h e u n i n v i t e d guests t o l e a v e the c h u r c h . T h e latter, 
h a v i n g wr i t ten up a report that t h e pr ies t was t e a c h i n g seventy-f ive 
c h i l d r e n re l ig ion, left. 
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T w o m o n t h s later, o n August 14, A . L e i t a , V i c e C h a i r m a n 
o f t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f t h e K l a i p ė d a Rayon, i n r e s p o n s e t o t h e 
J u n e 8 , 1 9 8 4 wr i t ten protes t o f t h e p a r i s h i o n e r s o f Gargžda i , sum­
m o n e d t h e par ish organist ( w h o s e a d d r e s s h a d b e e n g iven a s return 
address) , a n d in t h e p r e s e n c e o f a u n i f o r m e d m i l i t i a m a n , s tated, 
" I f y o u w r i t e l i b e l o u s s t a t e m e n t s t o t h e g o v e r n m e n t a n d c o l l e c t 
s ignatures u n d e r t h e m , w e wi l l take m e a s u r e s . " T h e organis t t r ied t o 
expla in, " I f g o v e r n m e n t officials d o n ' t a c t l ike h o o l i g a n s i n c h u r c h , 
n o o n e wil l wr i te s u c h l e t t e r s o r c o l l e c t s i g n a t u r e s . " 

V i c e C h a i r m a n L e i t a i n t e r r u p t e d t h e organist, saying: " W e 
brought you h e r e , not to h a v e a d i s c u s s i o n , b u t to r e s p o n d to your 
pet i t ion. Y o u wi l l get n o o t h e r a n s w e r . " 

T o : T h e L S S R M i n i s t r y for I n t e r n a l Affairs 

F r o m : F a t h e r Antanas Š e š k e v i č i u s , son o f Kazys 
P a s t o r o f M i k o l i š k i a i 
R e s i d i n g at G a r g ž d a i , T i l t o l — 2 

A P e t i t i o n 

I t was n e c e s s a r y t o r e p l a c e t h e d e c a y i n g cross i n t h e c h u r c h y a r d 
at M i k o l i š k i a i , so as pastor I r e q u e s t e d c o m m u n a l farm w o r k e r 
G r i u š i s to m a k e a n e w o n e . He a g r e e d , a n d m a d e o n e from mater ia l 
a l lo t ted to h i m for fuel. Al though I of fered h i m m o n e y , he w o u l d not 
take it, a n d m a d e i t an offering to t h e c h u r c h . 

W h e n o n N o v e m b e r 2 5 , 1 9 8 3 , w e w e r e tak ing i t t o M i k o l i š k i a i , 
t h e K l a i p ė d a Rayon Traf f ic P o l i c e d e m a n d e d to s e e t h e author izat ion 
for t h e w o o d . S i n c e I did n o t h a v e it, t h e y c o n f i s c a t e d t h e c r o s s a n d 
took i t away to t h e K l a i p ė d a Rayon M i l i t i a H e a d q u a r t e r s in G a r g ž d a i . 
A t G r i u š i s ' p l a c e , t h e mi l i t ia , t o g e t h e r wi th t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e 
f inancia l s e c t i o n , s e a r c h e d for a w o r k s h o p , b u t did n o t find any. G r i ­
sius s h o w e d t h e m an axe and a p l a n e wi th w h i c h he w o r k e d on t h e 
cross . N e v e r t h e l e s s , a few days later, t h e y f ined h i m 10 r u b l e s for 
making t h e cross . T h e o l d m a n p a i d t h e f ine. 

S i n c e t h e cross was c o n f i s c a t e d b y I n s p e c t o r G r i m a l i s , I e x p l a i n e d 
t h e origin o f t h e c r o s s t o h i m i n wr i t ing a n d a s k e d h i m t o re turn it. H e 
k e p t d e m a n d i n g t h e author iza t ion for t h e w o o d . I a s k e d t h e e l d e r l y 
p e n s i o n e r , G r i s i u s to p r o v i d e a w r i t t e n e x p l a n a t i o n a b o u t t h e l u m b e r . 
I h a d n o w h e r e e l s e to turn. He e x p l a i n e d in wri t ing that in O c t o b e r , 
F o r e s t W a r d e n Mart ina i t i s a s s i g n e d h i m w o o d from t h e D e p a r t m e n t 
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o f H e a l t h F o r e s t P r e s e r v e , for fuel. F r o m a p i e c e o f s e a s o n e d oak, 

h e m a d e t h e cross . 

W h e n I p r e s e n t e d this paper t o t h e C h i e f o f t h e M i l i t i a , h e 
d e m a n d e d a wr i t ten s t a t e m e n t a l so from F o r e s t W a r d e n Mart ina i t i s . 
T h e lat ter a l so e x p l a i n e d that i n O c t o b e r , h e h a d g iven G r i u š a s , j u s t 
l ike o t h e r c o l l e c t i v e farm workers , fuel from t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f 
H e a l t h P r e s e r v e . W h e n I p r e s e n t e d that p a p e r t o t h e C h i e f o f t h e 
M i l i t i a , he was still not sat isf ied wi th t h e s c h o o l - b o y note-pass ing, a n d 
p r o m i s e d t o m a k e i n q u i r i e s o f the c o m m u n a l farm admini s t ra t ion . 
A n d so he did. As far as I know, t h e forest w a r d e n told h i m t h e s a m e . 
I n s p e c t o r G r i m a l i s t o l d m e that h e w o u l d not re turn t h e cross , w h i c h 
was a l r e a d y i n v e n t o r i e d . 

In c o n n e c t i o n with this mat ter , I w e n t to t h e K l a i p ė d a Rayon 

E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e . T h e y e x p l a i n e d t o m e that the mi l i t i a h a d 
a c t e d i l legal ly, c o n f i s c a t i n g t h e cross a n d f ining c o m m u n a l w o r k e r 
G r i u š a s : F r o m his o w n m a t e r i a l , he was a l l o w e d to m a k e a cross and 
give i t away. W h e n I n s p e c t o r G r i m a l i s d e m a n d e d t o s e e t h e p e r m i t for 
e r e c t i n g the cross, a n inqui ry was m a d e o f R e l i g i o u s Affairs C o m ­
m i s s i o n e r Pet ras A n i l i o n i s , a n d h e e x p l a i n e d that n o p e r m i t was 
n e c e s s a r y to r e p l a c e t h e rott ing cross . 

C r o s s e s s h o u l d b e m a d e b y t h e c a r p e n t e r , t h e d e p u t y e x p l a i n e d t o 
t h e faithful dur ing his visit to G a r g ž d a i . S i n c e c a r p e n t e r s on col­
l e c t i v e farms do not m a k e crosses , I h a d to m a k e my o w n arrange­
m e n t s . After all, t h a t i s t h e o n l y w a y to o b t a i n a cross, e v e n w h e n 
i t i s a l l o w e d to be e r e c t e d . 

H e n c e I u r g e n t l y r e q u e s t that y o u u s e your good offices with t h e 
I n t e r n a l Affairs D i v i s i o n ( M i l i t i a ) o f t h e K l a i p ė d a Rayon to return t h e 
cross w h i c h has b e e n c o n f i s c a t e d from t h e c h u r c h o f M i k o l i š k i a i 
i l l e g a l l y , a n d w i t h t h e f i n a n c i a l d e p a r t m e n t t o r e c o m p e n s e c o m ­
m u n a l farm w o r k e r G r i u š i s t h e unjust ly l e v i e d f ine. 

F a t h e r Antanas Š e š k e v i č i u s 

G a r g ž d a i , F e b r u a r y 1 , 1 9 8 4 ( I n 1 9 7 0 - 1 9 7 1 . F a t h e r Antanas Š e š k e ­
v i č i u s s e r v e d o n e y e a r i n pr i son for t e a c h i n g c h i l d r e n c a t e c h i s m . S e e 
Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, N o . 1 — T r a n s . N o t e ) 
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T o : T h e L S S R M i n i s t r y o f I n t e r n a l Affairs 

F r o m : F a t h e r Antanas Š e š k e v i č i u s , P a s t o r o f M i k o l i š k i a i 
R e s i d i n g at G a r g ž d a i , T i l t o 1 - 2 

A P e t i t i o n 
I am very grateful for your a c t i o n regard ing t h e return of t h e 

cross s e i z e d b y t h e mi l i t ia . U p o n r e c e i p t o f your le t ter , V i c e C h a i r m a n 
A. L e i t a o f t h e K l a i p ė d a Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e , t o g e t h e r with 
C h i e f A n a n y e v o f t h e I n t e r n a l Affairs D i v i s i o n i n f o r m e d m e that t h e y 
wil l n o t return t h e cross, b u t m e r e l y r e i m b u r s e m e for t h e l u m b e r , 
w h i c h has b e e n g i v e n t o t h e C o m m u n a l D i v i s i o n . 

" I n e e d t h e cross , not t h e m o n e y , " I a n s w e r e d t h e m . 
T h e C h i e f o f t h e C o m m u n a l D i v i s i o n e x p l a i n e d that t h e cross has 

a l ready b e e n c u t up, a n d that h e w o u l d r e i m b u r s e m e 4 0 r u b l e s a n d 7 0 
k o p e k s . I a s k e d h i m at l e a s t to re turn t h e p i e c e s , say ing that we w o u l d 
try t o r e - a s s e m b l e t h e m . H e told m e that t o d o so, h e n e e d e d t h e 
p e r m i s s i o n o f the mi l i t ia , b u t that h e c o u l d p a y m e t h e m o n e y 
i m m e d i a t e l y . I refused. 

T h e court says that full res t i tut ion s h o u l d b e m a d e for d a m a g e s 
d o n e , b u t t h e y j u s t m o c k e d m e : E v e n though t h e y h a v e a d m i t t e d 
d o i n g wrong, t h e y do not w i s h to pay d a m a g e s . After al l, i t c o s t s 
at l e a s t 1 5 0 rub les to m a k e such a c ross . 

M o r e o v e r , t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o m m i s s i o n a n d t h e f inancia l 
d iv i s ion f ined t h e re t i red c o m m u n a l farm w o r k e r 1 0 r u b l e s b e c a u s e 
from his o w n mater ia l , he m a d e a s i n g l e cross as a gift to t h e c h u r c h . 
T h e y t h e m s e l v e d d id w r o n g : a s t h e m i l i t i a officials b e c a m e e x c i t e d , 
t h e y a c c u s e d t h e l i t t le o l d m a n o f ful l-t ime t rade. S o for e v e r y favor 
d o n e , o n e m u s t n o w b e f ined. I s that n o t a b s u r d ? I f a c a r p e n t e r wi l l 
not m a k e crosses , t h e n s o m e o n e has to. W h e r e i s t h e law say ing that a 
s p e c i a l p e r m i t i s n e e d e d to m a k e a c r o s s ? 

T h e c r o s s i s t h e C h r i s t i a n b a n n e r . C u t t i n g u p a c r o s s m e a n s 
insu l t ing C h r i s t i a n s , o f w h o m t h e r e a r e m o r e t h a n a b i l l i o n i n t h e 
world. W h a t i f s o m e o n e c u t u p t h e S o v i e t f lag? All C o m m u n i s t s w o u l d 
b e very angry, a n d t h e w o r d w o u l d get a r o u n d t h e world. P e r h a p s 
this harsh attack wi l l a lso r e s o u n d t h r o u g h o u t the world, s i n c e i t was 
p e r p e t r a t e d dur ing t h e Y e a r o f R e d e m p t i o n , w h e n C h r i s t i a n s h o n o r 
t h e cross e s p e c i a l l y . D o s u c h a t tacks serve C o m m u n i s m w e l l ? L i t h ­
u a n i a i s f amous a s t h e L a n d o f C r o s s e s . W i l l C a t h o l i c s not b e 
a n g e r e d by t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f c r o s s e s ? I t is, after al l , an attack a n d an 
i n s u l t u p o n t h e w h o l e nat ion, b r e a k i n g c e n t u r i e s - o l d t radi t ions . 
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Y o u w o u l d go a long way toward m a k i n g reparat ion for this at­
tack b y us ing your i n f l u e n c e with mi l i t i a a n d the e x e c u t i v e c o m m i t t e e 
to m a k e c o m p l e t e a m e n d s for t h e d a m a g e d o n e : so that in p l a c e o f 
t h e cross c u t up into six p i e c e s , i t w o u l d be p o s s i b l e to m a k e a n e w o n e 
j u s t l ike it. B e s i d e s , l e t t h e adminis t ra t ive c o m m i t t e e a n d t h e f inancia l 
s e c t i o n r e v o k e t h e unjust f ine l e v i e d on p e n s i o n e r G r i u š i s , a n d le t 
t h e m return his 1 0 r u b l e s . T h e y a c t e d unjust ly a n d unwise ly , rushing 
to c u t up that cross , s i n c e t h e w h o l e t i m e I was ra is ing t h e i s sue of its 
re turn. 

I f you do not s t ra ighten out the matter , I wil l be forced to appea l 
to h i g h e r t r ibunals , e v e n to M o s c o w . I tn i s t that this wil l not be 
n e c e s s a r y . 

F a t h e r A . Š e š k e v i č i u s 
Gargzdai , F e b r u a r y 2 2 , 1 9 8 4 

N o t e : O n April 2 6 , 1 9 8 4 , J . G r i u š i s , a r e s i d e n t o f K l a i p e d a Rayon, 

V i l l a g e of S iupar ia i , a d d r e s s e d a p e t i t i o n to t h e K l a i p e d a Rayon 

E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e , d e m a n d i n g the re turn o f a f ine unjust ly l e v i e d 
o n h i m a n d a l ready paid. I n his p e t i t i o n , G r i u š i s remarks , " T h a t a n 
in jus t ice has b e e n c o m m i t t e d , e v e n t h e M i n i s t r y o f I n t e r n a l Affairs 
has c o n f i r m e d , o r d e r i n g that res t i tut ion be m a d e for d a m a g e 
c o m m i t t e d . . . " 

N o o n e r e p l i e d t o G r i u š i s ' pe t i t ion, n o r was t h e f i n e re funded. 

K l a i p e d a 

I n 1 9 8 4 , a s s ignatures w e r e b e i n g c o l l e c t e d o n t h e p e t i t i o n 
d e m a n d i n g t h e re turn o f t h e C h u r c h o f t h e Q u e e n o f P e a c e i n K l a i p e ­
da ( S e e Chronicle N o . 6 3 ) , mi l i t i a a n d s e c u r i t y a g e n t s b e g a n in var ious 
ways to te r ror ize t h o s e c o l l e c t i n g s ignatures , tak ing away from t h e m 
t h e i r texts , p r e v e n t i n g t h e m b y force from g a t h e r i n g s ignatures a n d 
f r ightening t h e m . T h e faithful are a n g e r e d b y s u c h acts o n t h e part o f 
off icials: " . . . W e a p p e a l t o our own g o v e r n m e n t , a n d not a n y w h e r e 
e l s e . C o u l d i t b e that t h e y h a v e forb idden u s t o ask t h e redress o f 
w r o n g s ? " 

A r e p l y has r e c e n t l y b e e n r e c e i v e d from M o s c o w , say ing that in 
p l a c e o f t h e c h u r c h w h i c h has b e e n c o n f i s c a t e d , b e l i e v e r s are a l l o w e d 
to e n l a r g e the ex i s t ing c h u r c h . T h e faithful do not a g r e e to such an 
offer: E x p a n s i o n o f t h e c h u r c h i s i m p o s s i b l e , s i n c e i t d o e s n o t h a v e t h e 
n e c e s s a r y foundat ion. D u r i n g t h e r e n o v a t i o n , b e l i e v e r s w o u l d h a v e 
t o v a c a t e . T a l k i s g o i n g a r o u n d that t h e y s h o u l d b e of fered t h e u s e o f 
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t h e par ish c h u r c h o f P l ik ia i , 13 km from K l a i p ė d a . S u c h an offer i s 
arous ing u n r e s t a m o n g t h e faithful o f K l a i p ė d a : t h e y took away t h e 
c h u r c h e r e c t e d wi th t h e m o n e y a n d l a b o r o f the faithful. W h a t c a n 
o n e e x p e c t o f t h e n e w offer? W i l l w e n o t all b e left wi thoat a c h u r c h ? 

E v e r y e v e n i n g , t h e faithful o f t h e c h u r c h i n K l a i p ė d a ask M a r y ' s 
i n t e r c e s s i o n i n t h e rosary t o h e l p t h e m r e g a i n t h e i r c o n f i s c a t e d 
c h u r c h . 

Ž a r ė n a i - L a t v e l i a i ( Š i a u l i ų R a y o n ) 
D u r i n g t h e n i g h t o f J u n e 2 2 - 2 3 , 1 9 8 4 , t h e h i s tor ica l c e m e t e r y 

o f t h e serf-martyrs i n t h e parish o f Ž a r ė n a i - L a t v e l i a i was c o m p l e t e l y 
d e s t r o y e d . P e o p l e ca l l t h e m Agailiai, K e r b e d ž i a i o r M e i l a i č i a i . T h e 
first t i m e this c e m e t e r y i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e F o r e s t o f Agai l ia i was 
v a n d a l i z e d a n d l e v e l e d to the g r o u n d was on S e p t e m b e r 8 , 1 9 7 5 . 
V o t i v e c r o s s e s u s e d t o b e e r e c t e d h e r e , r e q u e s t i n g o r t h a n k i n g G o d 
for favors. A m i d t h e c r o s s e s s tood a c h a p e l w i t h a c a p a c i t y of a b o u t 
o n e h u n d r e d , a n altar, c o n f e s s i o n a l s , s tat ions o f t h e c r o s s a n d p i c t u r e s 
o n t h e wal ls . T h e c h a p e l was n e v e r l o c k e d . 

O n c e a year, o n P e n t e c o s t , s e r v i c e s w e r e h e l d t h e r e . O n t h e afore­
said date, mi l i t i a officials g u a r d e d t h e roads, w h i l e o t h e r s d e s t r o y e d 
e v e r y t h i n g : U s i n g b u l l d o z e r s , t h e y w r e c k e d the c h a p e l a n d p u s h e d 
s e c t i o n s o f t h e c e m e n t wal ls in to t r e n c h e s a n d c o v e r e d t h e m over, 
l e a v i n g a b a r e c lear ing . After this vanda l i sm, p e o p l e b e g a n again to 
e r e c t c r o s s e s . A beaut i fu l s ta tue of M a r y was put up, wi th t h e inscr ip­
t ion, " L o v i n g M o t h e r , we pray to you for m o t h e r s , that you w o u l d 
h e l p t h e m b r i n g t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o G o d , a n d t o k e e p t h e i r fami l ies i n 
uni ty . G o o d M o t h e r , o b t a i n a h a p p y d e a t h for us, pray for d y i n g 
s i n n e r s . " 

T h e p e o p l e a lso e r e c t e d a w a y s i d e s h r i n e , i n t h e n i c h e o f w h i c h 
w e r e f a s t e n e d p i c t u r e s o f J e s u s a n d Mary . I n all, a b o u t o n e h u n d r e d 
crosses w e r e e r e c t e d , a n d a r o u n d t h e c r o s s e s , o n iron posts , w e r e 
p l a c e d t h e stat ions o f t h e W a y o f t h e C r o s s . T h i s year , o n t h e F e a s t o f 
t h e A s c e n s i o n , t h e r e was a n e s p e c i a l l y large n u m b e r o f p e o p l e 
g a t h e r e d h e r e : t w o pr ies ts par t ic ipa ted . T h e P a s t o r o f Kruopia i , 
F a t h e r R o m u a l d a s Ž u l p a a n d F a t h e r Algirdas P a k a m a n i s , P a s t o r o f 
Ž a r ė n a i - L a t v e l i a i . 

D u r i n g t h e s e c o n d vandal iza t ion o f t h e c e m e t e r y , t h e a the i s t s u s e d 
c r a n e s , d e m o l i s h i n g all t h e c r o s s e s , t h e s h r i n e a n d t h e s tatues . T h e y 
w r e c k e d every th ing, p i l e d t h e debr i s in to a truck, a n d at dawn, took i t 
33 km away, not far from Tryšk ia i ( T e l š i a i Rayonį). T h e i ron c r o s s e s 
a n d e v e r y t h i n g i n c o m b u s t i b l e , t h e y t h r e w i n t o t h e s w a m p i n t h e 
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F o r e s t o f L i l ė n a i . T h e w o o d e n c r o s s e s , c o n f e s s i o n a l , w o o d e n statues, 
s tat ions a n d p i e c e s o f t h e s h r i n e , t h e y p i l e d up, c o v e r e d wi th t r e e 
b r a n c h e s , a n d b u r n e d . 

In an effort to h i d e t h e i r barbar ic work, t h e y brought a few truck-
loads o f sand, a n d c o v e r e d o v e r the c r o s s e s thrown into t h e s w a m p . 
T h i s y e a r t h e a theis t s not only d e s t r o y e d every th ing, b u t a l so c h o p p e d 
d o w n t h e t rees a r o u n d t h e site o f t h e former c e m e t e r y , f i l led i n t h e 
w e l l (during t h e s e c o n d vandal izat ion, t h e a the i s t s d id not spare e v e n 
t h e wel l , w h i c h t h e y h a d left t h e first t i m e , l e v e l i n g e v e r y t h i n g so 
t h a t n o t r a c e w o u l d r e m a i n o f t h e former c e m e t e r y . Along t h e roads 
t o t h e c e m e t e r y , t h e y e r e c t e d s igns b a n n i n g traffic, w h i c h govern­
m e n t officials g u a r d e d for a l o n g t i m e , te r ror iz ing e v e r y o n e w h o 
w i s h e d t o v is i t t h e d e s e c r a t e d c e m e t e r y . T h e p e o p l e , wi th a c h i n g 
hearts , say, " O u r grandparents r e v e r e d t h e C e m e t e r y o f M e i l a č i a i , 
a n d e r e c t e d c r o s s e s h e r e . T h i s d id not b o t h e r e v e n t h e c r u e l c z a r — t h e 
S o v i e t terrorists have o u t d o n e t h e m a l l ! " 

After t h e d e s e c r a t i o n o f t h e c e m e t e r y , m o u r n i n g s e r v i c e s w e r e ar­
r a n g e d i n t h e par ish c h u r c h o f Ž a r ė n a i - L a t v e l i a i . T h e pastor, F a t h e r 
P a k a m a n i s , and t h e faithful, h o l d i n g smal l c r o s s e s t i e d wi th b l a c k 
r i b b o n s , a n d s ing ing h y m n s p r o c e s s e d a r o u n d t h e c h u r c h o n t h e i r 
k n e e s ask ing G o d ' s forg iveness for all in our nat ion w h o c a n n o t 
t o l e r a t e c r o s s e s , w r e c k i n g a n d d e s t r o y i n g t h e m . 

R e l ig ious Affairs C o m m i s s i o n e r P e t r a s A n i l i o n i s w a r n e d F a t h e r 
P a k a m a n i s i n wr i t ing through t h e V i c e C h a i r m a n o f t h e Š iaul ia i 
Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e , a c c u s i n g h i m of i n c i t i n g t h e faithful 
aga ins t t h e a the i s t s . F a t h e r P a k a m a n i s w o u l d not a c k n o w l e d g e t h e 
w a r n i n g in writ ing. 

U t e n a 

O n August 2 0 , 1 9 8 4 , i n U t e n a , t h e y c o m m e m o r a t e d t h e t e n t h an­
niversary o f t h e d e a t h o f F a t h e r P e t r a s R a u d a , w h o h a d o n c e b e e n 
V i c e R e c t o r o f t h e K a u n a s S e m i n a r y , p r i n c i p a l o f U t e n a H i g h S c h o o l 
a n d pastor o f the parish. F a t h e r R a u d a d i e d a t t h e a g e o f e ighty , 
h a v i n g s p e n t e i g h t e e n o f t h o s e years i m p r i s o n e d i n harsh c o n d i t i o n s . 
In his o l d age, he lost his s ight. ( F a t h e r R a u d a was c a r e d for in h i s last 
days by N i j o l ė S a d ū n a i t ė , l a te r i m p r i s o n e d for i n v o l v e m e n t wi th 
t h e Chronicle, a n d c u r r e n t l y in h id ing . — T r a n s . N o t e ) 

At 1:00 P M , in a c h u r c h p a c k e d w i t h p e o p l e , a n d w i t h forty 
pr iests i n a t t e n d a n c e , H o l y M a s s was c o n c e l e b r a t e d b y t h e A p o s t o l i c 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r o f t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f V i l n i u s , B i s h o p J u l i j o n a s S t e p o -
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n a v i č i u s : t h e Admini s t ra tor o f t h e D i o c e s e o f P a n e v ė ž y s , M o n s i g n o r 
K a z i m i e r a s D u l k s n y s a n d a g roup o f priest-fr iends o f t h e d e c e a s e d . 

T h e s e r m o n i n c h u r c h , r e c a l l i n g the g l o w i n g m e m o r y o f F a t h e r 
R a u d a , a n d his o p t i m i s m in t h e diff icult c o n d i t i o n s o f o c c u p a t i o n , 
was d e l i v e r e d b y his c o m r a d e i n suffering, F a t h e r J . B a l č i ū ­
nas. A t t h e grave o f F a t h e r R a u d a , B i s h o p S t e p o n a v i č i u s , r e c a l l i n g t h e 
difficult b u t m e a n i n g f u l life of F a t h e r R a u d a , said, " . . . some in dif­
f icult c o n d i t i o n s t r e m b l e l ike t h e l e a v e s o f a n a s p e n , o thers , l ike r e e d s 
in t h e wind, a n d st i l l others s tand strong a n d i m m o v a b l e as oaks . . ." 
A m o n g t h e latter, t h e B i s h o p p l a c e d F a t h e r R a u d a . I n h i s talk, B i s h o p 
S t e p o n a v i č i u s r e c a l l e d F a t h e r R a u d a ' s zeal , s teadfas tness a n d 
c o u r a g e . 

U k m e r g ė 
O n J u l y 2 , 1 9 8 4 , F a t h e r P r a n c i š k u s B a s t y s , e m e r i t u s pr ie s t a t t h e 

par ish o f U k m e r g ė , d i e d . F a t h e r B a s t y s c a m e from t h e J u r b a r k a s Ray­

on, t h e par i sh o f S k i r s n e m u n ė , w h e r e t h e re la t ives o f t h e d e c e a s e d 
w a n t e d t o b u r y h i m , a l o n g s i d e his p a r e n t s . T h e late F a t h e r B a s t y s was 
b e l o v e d b y h i s p a r i s h i o n e r s , a n d m o s t o f t h e m w a n t e d t o p a r t i c i p a t e 
i n t h e funeral o f t h e i r pr iest . T h e F u n e r a l B u r e a u p r o m i s e d t o r e s e r v e 
two a u t o m o b i l e s from t h e m o t o r pool . T h e n e x t day, t h e m o n e y was 
r e t u r n e d b e c a u s e a l l e g e d l y t h e K G B h a d forb idden t h e a c c o m o d a t i o n 
o f b e l i e v e r s . T h e b u r e a u d i r e c t r e s s was w a r n e d n o t t o g e t i n v o l v e d 
with t h e K G B . T h e b e l i e v e r s t h e n h u r r i e d t o t h e U k m e r g ė 
Off ice o f G e n e r a l S e r v i c e s . T h o s e i n c h a r g e p r o m i s e d t o p r o v i d e 
t ransportat ion, a n d w r o t e out a r e c e i p t : b u t for s o m e reason or other , 
t h e y r e q u e s t e d that the vis i tors m a k e d i r e c t a r r a n g e m e n t s wi th t h e 
driver. 

T h e n e x t day, t h e d i s p a t c h e r tore u p the o r d e r a n d retor ted. 
" W e don ' t serve c h u r c h p e o p l e ! " W h y ? I t s e e m s that o n J u l y 4 , a group 
o f t h e faithful h a d o r d e r e d a n a u t o m o b i l e through t h e Off ice o f 
G e n e r a l S e r v i c e s , to take t h e m to Ž e m a i č i ų Kalvari ja . (A p o p u l a r rel i­
g ious s h r i n e — T r a n s . N o t e ) T h e m i l i t i a guarding t h e roads h a d stop­
p e d t h e p e o p l e from U k m e r g ė , a n d h a d o r d e r e d t h e dr iver a n d t h e 
p a s s e n g e r s t o g o b a c k . W h e n t h e a u t o m o b i l e doors w e r e o p e n e d , t h e 
p i lgr ims s c a t t e r e d ; a n d t h e driver, after b e i n g r e q u i r e d to fill out a 
form o f severa l pages , had d i s o b e y e d t h e orders o f t h e m i l i t i a 
officers, d e c i d i n g to wa i t for the p e o p l e a n d so further a n g e r i n g t h e 
mi l i t ia a n d K G B . 

O f c o u r s e , w o r d o f this i n c i d e n t r e a c h e d the U k m e r g ė M i l i t i a 
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D e p a r t m e n t , a n d t h e D i r e c t o r o f G e n e r a l S e r v i c e s , s o the a u t o m o b i l e s 
for t h e funeral o f F a t h e r B a s t y s w e r e c a n c e l l e d . T h e faithful t h e n ap­
p l i e d t o the U k m e r g ė R e i n f o r c e d C o n c r e t e F a c t o r y . T h e y w e r e told. 
" T h e r e are a u t o m o b i l e s , b u t w e a r e afraid o f t h e s e c u r i t y o r g a n s ! " 
T h e p e o p l e t h e n t r i e d t h e i r luck wi th t h e P a l i e p ė R e c o n d i t i o n i n g 
F a c t o r y . T h e y r e p l i e d . " G l a d l y i f i t w e r e n ' t a pr ies t ' s f u n e r a l ! " 

T h e p a r i s h i o n e r s a c c o m p a n i e d t h e r e m a i n s o f F a t h e r B a s t y s i n 
t h e i r o w n a u t o m o b i l e s . D u r i n g t h e funeral se rv ices i n c h u r c h , o n e 
w o m a n fainted. T h e p e o p l e s u m m o n e d a n a m b u l a n c e , b u t t h e n u r s e o n 
duty sarcas t ica l ly said, " T h e a m b u l a n c e d o e s m a k e c h u r c h c a l l s ! " 

K y b a r t a i (Vi lkaviškis R a y o n ) 
O n April 2 9 , 1 9 8 4 , i n t h e c h u r c h o f Kybarta i , t h e third anniver sary 

o f t h e death o f F a t h e r Virgi l i jus J a u g e l i s was b e i n g c o m m e m o r a t e d . 
T h i s date has a l r e a d y b e c o m e t radi t ional . A t M a s s , not o n l y i s F a t h e r 
J a u g e l i s , o f v e n e r a b l e m e m o r y , p r a y e d for and c o m m e m o r a t e d , b u t 
a l so al l pr iest-martyrs w h o h a v e sacr i f iced t h e i r l i ves for G o d a n d 
country . E v e n t h o u g h April 29 was p r o c l a i m e d a work day, n e v e r t h e ­
less , t h e b e l i e v i n g youth a n d adults w h o g a t h e r e d from t h e four 
c o r n e r s o f L i t h u a n i a a c t i v e l y p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e s o l e m n s e r v i c e s . 
M e a n i n g f u l s e r m o n s w e r e p r e a c h e d b y F a t h e r R i č a r d a s R e b š y s a n d 
F a t h e r J o n a s Boruta , urging t h e faithful in this diff icult p e r i o d for t h e 

Visitors to the tomb of Father Virgilijus Jaugelis in Kybartai, Lithuania. 
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c h u r c h in t h e history o f our country n o t to get c o n f u s e d a n d e s p e c i a l ­
ly to d e v e l o p in v i r tue. After M a s s , t h e pr ies t s a n d all t h e faithful 
g a t h e r e d to pray a t t h e grave o f F a t h e r Virgi l i jus J a u g e l i s . After t h e y 
had p r a y e d for t h e d e c e a s e d a n d s u n g t h e Angelus, t h e h y m n , Marija, 

Marija, so w e l l - b e l o v e d by t h e faithful, rose to t h e sk ies . 

Kybar ta i 

O n M a y 7 , 1 9 8 4 , i n t h e c h u r c h o f Kybarta i , prayers w e r e r e c i t e d 
for F a t h e r Sigi tas T a m k e v i č i u s , t h e P a s t o r o f Kybarta i , a r r e s t e d a y e a r 
ear l ier . H o l y M a s s was c o n c e l e b r a t e d b y e l e v e n pr ies t s . S e r m o n s w e r e 
p r e a c h e d b y t h e pas tor o f the parish o f L i n k m e n a i . F a t h e r J o n a s 
L a u r i ū n a s , a n d t h e pas tor o f P o c i ū n ė l ė , F a t h e r Antanas J o k u b a u s k a s . 
I n t h e s e r m o n s , t h e m e a n i n g o f t h e sacr i f ice a n d sufferings o f F a t h e r 
T a m k e v i č i u s was r e c a l l e d . M a s s was f o l l o w e d b y t h e W a y o f the C r o s s 
led b y F a t h e r J o n a s K a u n e c k a s . 

R y l i š k ė s (Alytus R a y o n ) 
I n 1 9 5 3 , t h e c h u r c h i n Ryli.škės b u r n e d down. T h e g o v e r n m e n t 

w o u l d n o t a l low i t to be rebu i l t . 

O n J u n e 17, 1 9 8 4 , a s F a t h e r P e t r a s K r i k š č i u k a i t i s was o n his way 
to t h e C e m e t e r y o f R e l i š k ė s to offer M a s s , he was h a i l e d in t h e V i l l a g e 
o f M a k n i ū n a i by a m i l i t i a m a n w h o h a d b e e n dr ink ing . N e x t to h i m 
w e r e two V o l g a s , i n w h i c h K G B a g e n t s sat. F a t h e r K r i k š č i u k a i t i s d id 
not stop. W h e n h e ar r ived a t t h e c e m e t e r y , t h e s a m e m i l i t i a m a n 
c a u g h t u p t o h i m , a n d K G B a g e n t s d e m a n d e d his papers , b u t t h e 
pr ie s t re fused. T h e officials w a n t e d t o r e m o v e t h e pr ies t ' s l i c e n s e 
p lates , b u t p e o p l e s u r r o u n d e d t h e c a r a n d w o u l d n o t a l l o w t h e m t o 
d o so. O n s u c c e e d i n g S u n d a y s , m i l i t i a m e n again w a i t e d for t h e 
pr ies t t o arr ive : b u t w h e n h e did not c o m e , t h e y left. 

O n J u l y 1 , V i c e C h a i r m a n M a k š t u t i s o f t h e Alytus Rayon E x e c u ­
t ive C o m m i t t e e h i m s e l f rode a b o u t not far from t h e R y l i š k ė s v i l lage 
c e m e t e r y , w h e r e H o l y M a s s u s e d t o b e offered, a n d w a i t e d for t h e 
priest . T h a t day, t h e pr ies t r e a c h e d t h e c e m e t e r y s o m e w h a t later. 

Kai š iadorys 
O n J u n e 2 8 , 1 9 8 4 , d u r i n g s e r v i c e s i n t h e c h u r c h a t Kaiš iadorys , 

i n w h i c h plants a n d fami l ies with y o u n g c h i l d r e n w e r e b l e s s e d , 
u n k n o w n male fac tor s d e s e c r a t e d t h e cruci f ix h a n g i n g o v e r a re l i g ious 
display, by tak ing i t d o w n from the wal l a n d t h r o w i n g i t into a s c r u b 
b u c k e t . 
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Čiobiškis (Širvintai R a y o n ) 
D u r i n g t h e n i g h t o f J u l y 1 4 - 1 5 , 1 9 8 4 , t h e c h u r c h i n Č i o b i š k i s was 

r o b b e d . T h e t h i e v e s b r o k e o p e n t h e c h u r c h and sacr is ty doors wi th a 
dri l l . T h e y took t h e t a b e r n a c l e cruci f ix from t h e h i g h altar, a n d all t h e 
v e s s e l s a n d a p a t e n from t h e sacr i s ty safe. T h e y d id n o t t o u c h t h e 
B l e s s e d S a c r a m e n t , e v e n though b e f o r e t h e d e v o t i o n s , t h e B l e s s e d 
S a c r a m e n t was in a m o n s t r a n c e u n s e c u r e d . In t h e o p i n i o n of m a n y , 
this was not a r a n d o m burglary; t h e t h i e v e s w e r e d e t e r m i n e d that 
after t h e i r " f o r a y " , t h e r e s h o u l d b e n o s e r v i c e s o f reparat ion w h i c h 
o n l y serve t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e p e o p l e ' s b o n d s wi th t h e C h u r c h . 
B y s u c h b u r g l a r i e s , t h e pr ies ts w h o m the g o v e r n m e n t t e r m s 
" e x t r e m i s t s " are b e i n g u r g e d t o a l l o w a n i n v e n t o r y t o b e t a k e n o f 
c h u r c h proper ty ( " l e a s e d b y t h e g o v e r n m e n t t o b e l i e v e r s " ) . 

Šakiai 
O n F e b r u a r y 1 3 , 1 9 8 4 , t h e pas tor o f Šakia i , t h e R e v . D e a n J u o z a s 

Ž e m a i t i s , t r a n s p o r t e d from Š i l u v a to Šakia i a smal l s ta tue of M a r y 
p r e s e n t e d t o t h e p e r s e c u t e d faithful o f L i t h u a n i a b y t h e C a t h o l i c s o f 
I r e l a n d , w h i c h h e h i m s e l f h a d b r o u g h t b a c k from I r e l a n d . ( S e e 
Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, N o . 57 — T r a n s . N o t e ) 
T e m p o r a r i l y , h e p l a c e d i t i n his par i sh c h u r c h , w h e r e e v e r y o n e p r a y e d 
fervent ly, e s p e c i a l l y t h e youth. T h e pas tor e x p l a i n e d t h e h i s tory o f 
t h e s tatuet te o f M a r y t o t h e p e o p l e . 

O n F e b r u a r y 2 3 , F a t h e r Ž e m a i t i s took the s ta tuet te o f M a r y t o 
V i l n i u s , to F a t h e r L i d y s , so that t h e l a t t e r m i g h t s e e to its repair . 
( F a t h e r Stasys L i d y s , a d m i n i s t r a t o r o f t h e C h u r c h o f t h e I m m a c u l a t e 
C o n c e p t i o n i n V i l n i u s , i s t h e o n l y o n e l i c e n s e d t o m a k e r e l i g i o u s goods 
in L i t h u a n i a . — T r a n s . N o t e ) C o m m i s s i o n e r for R e l i g i o u s Affairs P e t ­
ras A n i l i o n i s b e c a m e i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e c h a i n o f e v e n t s . T h a t very day, 
h e s c o l d e d t h e pastor o f Š i luva, F a t h e r V a c l o v a s G r a u s l y s , b y p h o n e , 
for l e t t ing t h e s tatue be b r o u g h t from t h e c h u r c h at Š i luva. In a very 
angry v o i c e , A n i l i o n i s s p o k e a l s o t o B i s h o p L i u d v i k a s P o v i l o n i s , a n d 
w a r n e d F a t h e r L i d y s n o t t o try t o r e p r o d u c e t h e s ta tuet te o f M a r y . O n 
M a r c h 10, t h e r e s t o r e d s ta tuet te o f M a r y was b r o u g h t t o Šakia i , a n d 
o n t h e 1 3 , t o Š i luva . 

O n F e b r u a r y 1 , 1 9 8 4 , t h e pas tor o f t h e par ish o f Šakia i , D e a n 
J u o z a s Ž e m a i t i s , a n d t h e A s s o c i a t e Pastor , F a t h e r Vytautas I n s o d a , 
w e r e s u m m o n e d t o t h e Šak ia i Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e . O n l y 
t h e pastor, F a t h e r Ž e m a i t i s , w e n t . E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e V i c e C h a i r ­
w o m a n K a s p e r a v i č i e n ė , a rguing that the c h u r c h h a d b e e n u s e d for 
o t h e r t h a n w o r s h i p , r e p r i m a n d e d t h e pastor, F a t h e r Ž e m a i t i s , for 
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Father Stasys Lidys celebrating Mass at the Church of the Immaculate 
Conception in Vilnius. 

s h o w i n g a v i d e o t a p e o f t h e life o f C h r i s t after s e r v i c e s i n c h u r c h . T h e 
pastor e x p l a i n e d that in p l a c e of V e s p e r s in c h u r c h that day, t h e 
re l i g ious film h a d b e e n s h o w n t o t h e faithful; there fore , n e i t h e r h e n o r 
his a s s o c i a t e h a d c o m m i t t e d any of fense . V i c e C h a i r w o m a n K a s p e ­
r a v i č i e n ė w a n t e d t o k n o w t h e source o f t h e film, a n d w a r n e d against 
s i m i l a r i n c i d e n t s i n t h e future. M r s . K a s p e r a v i č i e n ė s c o l d e d t h e 
pastor for the par i sh c h i l d r e n ' s a n d y o u t h choi r , a l tar servers a n d 
adorers o f the B l e s s e d S a c r a m e n t . S h e c l a i m e d that all this was 
forbidden. F a t h e r Ž e m a i t i s e x p l a i n e d that t h e r e i s n o l o n g e r any s u c h 
word a s " f o r b i d d e n " , b e c a u s e w h e n t h e y w e r e b r i e f i n g h i m t o g o t o 
G e r m a n y a n d E n g l a n d , t h e y to ld h i m that i f a n y o n e abroad a s k e d 
about re l ig ion, t h e s i tuat ion o f b e l i e v e r s i n t h e S o v i e t a n d t h e s c o p e 
o f t h e i r ac t iv i t ies (for e x a m p l e , t h e t e a c h i n g o f r e l i g i o n t o c h i l d r e n , 
young p e o p l e serv ing at t h e altar, or in adorat ion groups, or s ing ing in 
t h e c h u r c h c h o i r ) , h e was not t o use t h e w o r d " c a n n o t " . W h e n t h e s e 
v e r y q u e s t i o n s w e r e ra i sed abroad, a n d h e r e p l i e d that i n t h e S o v i e t 
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U n i o n c h i l d r e n serve M a s s a n d s ing i n t h e choir , t h e h e a d s o f d e l e g a ­
t ions h e a r i n g i t said, " W e l l s p o k e n ! " . T o F a t h e r Ž e m a i t i s ' s t a t e m e n t , 
V i c e C h a i r w o m a n K a s p a r a v i č i e n ė h a d n o reply, b u t o n l y r e p e a t e d 
that t h e A s s o c i a t e Pas tor , Vytautas I n s o d a , s h o u l d c o m e t o t h e 
E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e off ices. 

T e l š i a i 
M a y 5 - 1 5 , 1 9 8 4 , t h e K G B i n t e r r o g a t e d the fo l lowing w o m e n w h o 

w o r k e d a r o u n d the c h u r c h o r w e n t t h e r e often: M r s . M o c k u v i e n ė , 
M i s s Mar i ja M e l y n a u s k a i t ė , Miss S t a s ė Č i n s k y t ė a n d others . T h e 
p u r p o s e o f t h e in ter rogat ion was t o p r e v e n t t h e c e l e b r a t i o n o f t h e 
S a i n t J o h n ' s E v e , or Joninės w i t h t h e t radi t ional bonf i res , songs a n d 
r e f r e s h m e n t s . T h e w o m e n , surpr ised, a sked, " W h y are t h e y forbidding 
it, i f t h e rayon n e w s p a p e r e n c o u r a g e s this t rad i t ion? L a s t year, t h e y 
c a r r i e d a long ar t ic le , urging e v e r y o n e to l ight S a i n t J o h n ' s fires and 
t o r e v i v e o t h e r t radi t ions i n c o n n e c t i o n wi th S a i n t J o h n ' s E v e . 

O n J u n e 1 8 , 1 9 8 4 , the C o m m i s s i o n e r for R e l i g i o u s Affairs, P e t r a s 
A n i l i o n i s , t e l e p h o n e d B i s h o p Antanas V a i č i u s a n d L i u d v i k a s P o v i l o ­
nis , w a r n i n g t h e m : " Y o u n g p e o p l e a re p r e p a r i n g to c e l e b r a t e Jonines 

n e a r T e l š i a i a n d K a u n a s . W a r n t h e pr ies t s not t o p a r t i c i p a t e . T h e K G B 
wil l take c a r e o f t h e y o u t h . " 

O n J u n e 2 0 , 1 9 8 4 , t h e pas tor o f E i g i r d ž i a i , F a t h e r F e r d i n a n d a s 
Ži ly s , was s u m m o n e d t o t h e T e l š i a i K G B S u b d i v i s i o n , a n d a c c u s e d 
o f p l a n n i n g a c e l e b r a t i o n o f S a i n t J o h n ' s E v e i n h i s par ish. T h e pr ie s t 
was to ld that o n S a i n t J o h n ' s E v e , t h e r e m u s t not b e a n y s e r v i c e s i n 
t h e c h u r c h h e m i n i s t e r s to . 

O n J u n e 2 2 , B r o n i u s S a v i c k i s , t h e sex ton o f t h e c h u r c h i n V i e š v ė ­
nai , was i n t e r r o g a t e d b y t h e T e l š i a i K G B . " W h a t k i n d o f s e r v i c e s are 
go ing t o take p l a c e i n t h e c h u r c h i n V i e š v ė n a i J u n e 2 3 ? " t h e 
c h e k i s t s i n q u i r e d . " A t e l e v e n o ' c l o c k , w e ' l l h a v e a n a n n i v e r s a r y 
M a s s , a n d dur ing t h e e v e n i n g s i n J u n e , t h e faithful a lways g a t h e r a n d 
pray pr ivately . I s this f o r b i d d e n ? " t h e s e x t o n r e p l i e d . T h e K G B 
w a n t e d t o k n o w w h e t h e r F a t h e r J o n a s K a u n e c k a s was c o m i n g t o t h e 
s e r v i c e s , w h e t h e r h e v i s i t e d V i e š v ė n a i f r e q u e n t l y a n d w h y t h e c h u r c h 
was h u n g with w r e a t h s . T h e sexton e x p l a i n e d that t h e pr ior S u n d a y , 
t h e r e was a pr ies t ' s first M a s s in c h u r c h , a n d that was w h y i t was 
d e c o r a t e d . 

O n J u n e 2 3 , 1 9 8 4 , loca l r e s i d e n t s and all t h o s e t rave l l ing t o T e l š i a i 
w e r e surpr i sed to s e e t h e roads full o f traffic p o l i c e . E v e r y five 
m i n u t e s , a p o l i c e c a r w e n t by. In t h e b u s s tat ion a t T e l š i a i , mi l i t ia-
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m e n w e r e o n duty, t h e hi l ls o f t h e s u r r o u n d i n g a rea w e r e s u r r o u n d e d 
by mi l i t i a officers, and a t e v e r y c o u n t r y road w e r e patrols o f mi l i t i a 
and traffic p o l i c e . 

T w o y o u n g m e n , F a u s t a s M e i ž e n i s a n d G i n t a u t a s P e t r y l a , w e r e 
d e t a i n e d a t t h e h i l l i n t h e V i l l a g e o f Šaka l ia i . T h e m i l i t i a o r d e r e d 
t h e m t o d e p a r t i m m e d i a t e l y ; o t h e r w i s e , th ings c o u l d e n d badly . I n 
t h e woods n e a r V i e š v ė n a i , m i l i t i a m e n d i s p e r s e d c h i l d r e n w e a v i n g 
wreaths , e v e n from t h e b u s h e s . T h a t day, t h e guard a t P a n ų K a l n a s 
was r e i n f o r c e d , and in t h e R e i n i a i W o o d s , a p o l y g o n of so ld ier s was 
d e p l o y e d . 

I n t h e e v e n i n g , t h e r e w e r e m o r e K G B a g e n t s i n c h u r c h than 
faithful. T h e c h e k i s t s a s k e d w o m e n g o i n g t o c h u r c h w h e t h e r F a t h e r 
K a u n e c k a s v i s i t e d t h e par i sh often. T h e K G B also h a d t h e e v e n i n g 
serv ices i n t h e C a t h e d r a l o f T e l š i a i u n d e r s u r v e i l l a n c e , a n d t h e intro­
ductory remarks b y C a n o n J o n a s B e i n o r i u s . A s t h e p r o c e s s i o n was 
passing, o n e u s h e r a p p r o a c h e d t h e m a n d said, " P l e a s e k n e e l . W e s tand 
dur ing t h e Nat ional A n t h e m . " 

" L e a v e u s a l o n e ! " t h e K G B a g e n t angr i ly re tor ted. 

V i e š v ė n a i r e s i d e n t Kalakauskas was c e l e b r a t i n g a b a p t i s m . W h e n 
t h e guests h a d grown m e l l o w , t h e y lit t h e S a i n t J o h n ' s E v e b o n f i r e ; 
a n d i m m e d i a t e l y , t h e m i l i t i a s h o w e d up. T h e m i l i t i a s tood w a t c h a t 
t h e stat ions al l n ight . W o m e n o n t h e i r way t o m i l k c o w s a t 5 : 0 0 A M , 
taking pity, spoke t o t h e m . T h e T e l š i a i Traf f ic P o l i c e a n d m i l i t i a w e r e 
ass i s ted by officers from K e l m ė , Š iaul ia i a n d V i l n i u s . And sti l l t h e 
hi l ls a round T e l š i a i and V i e š v ė n a i g l o w e d with bonf i re s . 

Kaunas 
K a u n a s e t h n o g r a p h e r s w e r e p r e p a r i n g t o c e l e b r a t e S a i n t J o h n ' s 

E v e very e l a b o r a t e l y . O v e r four h u n d r e d p e o p l e a c t i v e l y i n v o l v e d i n 
t h e program w e r e s u p p o s e d t o p a r t i c i p a t e . T h e nat iona l c i r c u l a t i o n 
m a g a z i n e , Jaunimo gretos (The Ranks of Youth) d e v o t e d t w o w h o l e 
pages to a repor t on t h e lyr ic qua l i ty o f th i s ho l iday . On t h e 
e v e n i n g o f J u n e 2 2 , na t iona l t e l e v i s i o n r e m i n d e d v i e w e r s o f t h e 
beaut i ful t radi t ions c o n n e c t e d wi th S a i n t J o h n ' s E v e , saying that 
L i t h u a n i a n s c o u l d b e proud o f t h e m . H o w e v e r , t h e p r o p a g a n d a was a 
far cry from t h e rea l i ty : T h e c e l e b r a t i o n o f S a i n t J o h n ' s E v e n e a r 
Kaunas was s u p p r e s s e d . O n R a m b y n a s H i l l , t h e t radi t ional c e l e b r a ­
t ion o f S a i n t J o h n ' s E v e did not t a k e p l a c e e i t h e r : D u r i n g t h e day, a 
S o v i e t youth day was ar ranged, a n d i n t h e e v e n i n g , t h e par t ic ipants 
had t o d i s p e r s e w i t h o u t the t radi t ional S a i n t J o h n ' s E v e b o n f i r e s . 
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L e i p a l i n g i s (Lazdi ja i R a y o n ) 

T o : T h e E d i t o r s o f t h e C e n t r a l Asia Mi l i ta ry D i s t r i c t D a i l y , 
Kovos Vėliava (Battle Flag) 

F r o m : R o b e r t a s G r i g a s , son o f Antanas 
L i t h u a n i a , Lazdi ja i Rayon, 

L i e p a l i n g i s , Naujos ios 13 

A S t a t e m e n t 

F r o m 1 9 8 2 - 1 9 8 4 , I pa id my " d u e s " : T w o years of my l i fe in a 
labor ba t ta l ion a t t h e B a d a m B a s e , K a z a k h . B e i n g a C a t h o l i c , a n d 
u n a b l e to r e c o n c i l e f idel i ty to my c o n s c i e n c e a n d f idel i ty to t h e 
a t h e i s t i c state, I re fused to take t h e mil i tary oath. I thank G o d that 
in spi te of p h y s i c a l and mora l terror izat ion, I s tuck to this p r i n c i p l e 
unti l t h e e n d , a n d this has b e e n r e c o r d e d o n m y mil i tary ident i f ica­
t i o n . H o w e v e r , m y " e d u c a t o r s " w o u l d not g ive up, and d e t e r m i n e d 
at leas t to c a l u m n i a t e m e . 

I n t h e fifty-third i s sue o f your da i ly this year , a n a r t i c l e ap­
p e a r e d ent i t l ed , " I n a U n i f i e d F a m i l y " , in w h i c h a c y n i c a l l ie i s 
propagated. It says t h e r e that b e i n g a b e l i e v e r up to t h e t i m e I was 
c a l l e d up, I s u p p o r t e d j i n g o i s m a n d ideas d r e a m t up by t h e c l e r g y 
r e g a r d i n g t h e r e s t r i c t i o n o f C o n s t i t u t i o n a l r ights, b u t t h a t i n t h e 
army, I " r e g a i n e d my s ight" . 

T h i s is a d o w n r i g h t l i e . I was a C a t h o l i c a n d a L i t h u a n i a n unti l 
I w a s c a l l e d u p . I r e m a i n e d s o d u r i n g t h e t w o y e a r s o f m y 
c o m p u l s o r y s e r v i c e , a n d I still am n o w that I h a v e r e t u r n e d to my 
h o m e l a n d , L i t h u a n i a . T h e facts w h i c h I u s e d t o c o m e a p aga ins t 
c o n s t a n t l y i n t h e a r m y s t r e n g t h e n e d m y v i e w s great ly. H e r e are j u s t 
a few s u c h e x a m p l e s from p e r s o n a l e x p e r i e n c e : 

T h e U S S R has s i g n e d t h e D e c l a r a t i o n o f H u m a n R i g h t s , A r t i c l e 
1 9 o f w h i c h s tates : " E v e r y o n e has t h e r ight t o f reedom o f o p i n i o n 
a n d e x p r e s s i o n . . ." As a m a t t e r of fact, I e x e r c i s e d this r ight s l e e p i n g 
on a b a r e frame in t h e mi l i tary s t o c k a d e at C h i m k e n t , a n d on an 
a s p h a l t f loor a t Kzyl-Orda, j u s t b e c a u s e , on the grounds o f my rel i­
gious and nat ional b e l i e f s , I re fused to s w e a r a l l e g i a n c e to t h e C o m ­
m u n i s t Par ty . D i s r e g a r d i n g A r t i c l e 5 2 o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , w h i c h 
g u a r a n t e e s f r e e d o m o f c o n s c i e n c e , s taf f m e m b e r s o f t h e p o l i t i c a l 
s e c t i o n t h r e a t e n e d m e a t t h e e n d o f m y tour o f duty with five years i n 
pr i son i f I did not c h a n g e my at t i tude towards t h e oath. B o t h t h e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n a n d t h e H e l s i n k i F i n a l A c t d e m a n d r e s p e c t for t h e 
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d i g n i t y o f e v e r y p e r s o n , a n d f o r b i d r i d i c u l i n g b e l i e f s . W i t h 
C o m m u n i s t officers us ing u n p r i n t a b l e words, r i d i c u l i n g re l ig ion a n d 
L i t h u a n i a n e t h n i c i t y . I d e c i d e d that t h e d e m a n d s o f h u m a n i t a r i a n -
ism h e r e are still terra incognita ( u n k n o w n terr i tory) . A n d w h e n t h e y 
used to o r d e r t h o s e u n a b l e to fulfill t h e i r work q u o t a to be e x e r c i s e d 
wear ing gasmasks — I q u o t e ! — " U n t i l t h e y l o s e c o n s c i o u s n e s s " — 
t h e n I u n d e r s t o o d h o w true w e r e t h e w o r d s : " W h e n G o d i s r e j e c t e d , 
t h e r e i s n o t h i n g left o f t h e h u m a n b e i n g . " 

W i t h d e e p grat i tude I reca l l all t h e d e c e n t p e o p l e w h o h e l p e d m e 
t o k n o w t h e T r u t h o f C h r i s t . I a m p r o u d o f m y n a t i o n ' s h e r o e s , 
F a t h e r s Sig i tas T a m k e v i č i u s a n d Alfonsas Svar inskas , p r e s e n t l y suf­
fering i n the c a m p s o f P e r m , j u s t b e c a u s e t h e y taught t h e faithful 
of L i t h u a n i a to l ive c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y . I t h a n k D i v i n e P r o v i d e n c e for 
let t ing m e b e a c o n t e m p o r a r y o f t h e s e great p e o p l e . 

In your a r t i c l e , p u b l i s h e d in t h e n e w s p a p e r , t h e r e i s a b l a t a n t l ie 
c l a i m i n g that I p r a i s e d to the soldiers t h e a d v a n c e s in L i t h u a n i a u n d e r 
the S o v i e t g o v e r n m e n t , that in t h e p r e s e n c e o f " w a r m o n g e r s " , I ex­
p l a i n e d t h e m e a n i n g o f f r iendship wi th t h e R u s s i a n nat ion. I n e v e r 
did pay h o m a g e to t h e s e so-cal led advantages . W h a t do t h e y m e a n in 
c o m p a r i s o n with t h e d a m a g e s i n t h e a r e a o f moral i ty, c u l t u r e a n d 
h u m a n r ights? I d i d not s p e a k o f a n y k i n d o f f r i endsh ip wi th our 
n e i g h b o r t o t h e E a s t , s i n c e I h a v e n e v e r n o t i c e d it, n e i t h e r i n 
h i s t o r y , n o r n o w . O n t h e c o n t r a r y , i n m y s t a t e m e n t s a b o u t t h e 
role o f t h e " g r e a t R u s s i a n n a t i o n " i n t h e his tory o f L i t h u a n i a , I u s e d 
to e m p h a s i z e t h e d e m o r a l i z i n g s i d e o f russ i f icat ion. I u s e d to a c c e n t 
t h e m e a n i n g o f spiritual r e s i s t a n c e s u c h a s that o f t h e b o o k smug­
glers in t h e struggle for f reedom for t h e L i t h u a n i a n s . In t w o years 
s p e n t in Kazakh, I n e v e r u s e d the e x p r e s s i o n s w h i c h t h e a foresa id 
art ic le a t t r ibutes to m e . I f you h a v e any r e s p e c t for your o w n wor ld 
v iew, you are b o u n d t o re t rac t t h e l i b e l . 

R A I D S A N D I N V E S T I G A T I O N S 

Šlavanta i (Lazdi ja i R a y o n ) 
O n J u l y 5 , 1 9 8 4 , t h e h o m e o f F a t h e r J u o z a s Z d e b s k i s , pas tor o f 

Š lavanta i , was ra ided. In t h e r e c o r d , t h e r e a s o n for t h e ra id was 
g iven: " T o find and s e i z e s t o l e n ar t ic les p u r c h a s e d from C i t i z e n Kol-
k a . " T h e search was c a r r i e d out w h i l e F a t h e r Z d e b s k i s was out. 
W i t h o u t wai t ing for t h e pr ies t to re turn, t h e ra iders b r o k e d o w n t h e 
garage door a n d b e g a n t h e i r s e a r c h . T h e raid was c a r r i e d out b y Vil-
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Father Juozas Zdebskis 

n i u s K G B , u n d e r c o v e r o f l o c a l m i l i t i a a n d s e c u r i t y p o l i c e . T h e 
official search w h i c h was c a r r i e d out by six p e r s o n s was d i r e c t e d by 
t h e D i s t r i c t I n s p e c t o r C h i e f o f M i l i t i a J a r m a l a . Official w i t n e s s e s o f 
t h e search w e r e Mar tynas P e t r a u s k a s , son o f J u o z a s , a r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
V i l l a g e o f Krosna, a n d M r s . J a n i n a B l a ž e v i č i e n ė , d a u g h t e r o f Jurg i s , 
r e s i d i n g at L e n i n o 3-3, in Lazdi ja i . 

T h e y s e i z e d : D o c u m e n t s o f t h e C a t h o l i c C o m m i t t e e for t h e 
D e f e n s e o f B e l i e v e r s ' R i g h t s (Nos . 5 , 1 2 , 1 3 , 1 4 , e t c . ) ; wr i t ten c o m m u n i ­
c a t i o n s : t o Pat r ia rch D i m i t r i ( ten p a g e s ) ; t o t h e W o r l d C o u n c i l o f t h e 
O r t h o d o x C h u r c h , O c t o b e r 14, 1 9 7 6 (four p a g e s ) ; t o t h e C o n g r e s s o f 
t h e U S A , O c t o b e r 14 , 1 9 7 6 (six p a g e s ) ; a pe t i t ion b y pr ies ts o f t h e 
A r c h d i o c e s e o f K a u n a s ( t h r e e p a g e s ) ; a pe t i t ion to P e t r a s G r i š k e v i č i u s 
( ten p a g e s ) ; in format ion c o n c e r n i n g t h e C a t h o l i c C o m m i t t e e for t h e 
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D e f e n s e o f B e l i e v e r s ' R i g h t s (four p a g e s ) ; " I s C a t h o l i c i s m t h e R e l i g i o n 
of T o m o r r o w ? " (thirty p a g e s from Tiesos kelias); t h e U n i v e r s a l D e c l a ­
ration o f H u m a n R i g h t s ; a l e t t e r from F a t h e r Alfonsas S v a r i n s k a s ; 
the ar t ic le " L i e t u v i ų tautos d o r o v i n ė s kultūros p r o b l e m o s " (Prob­
l e m s o f L i t h u a n i a n N a t i o n a l M o r a l C u l t u r e " , f o u r p a g e s ) ; 
V a t i c a n R a d i o b r o a d c a s t o f M a r c h 1 4 a n d 1 5 , 1 9 7 9 (five p a g e s ) ; 
a b u l l e t i n o f t h e L i t h u a n i a n B i s h o p s ' C o n f e r e n c e t o t h e c l e r g y ( 1 9 8 4 ) ; 
a t y p e w r i t e r with a R u s s i a n k e y b o a r d ; an E r i k a t y p e w r i t e r with a 
L i t h u a n i a n k e y b o a r d ; two m e t a l safes m a r k e d w i t h t h e n u m b e r 1 0 0 ; 
a h u n t i n g r i f l e ; e l e c t r i c a l a p p a r a t u s w i t h a p o w e r c o r d , e t c . 
D u r i n g t h e raid, m o s t a t t e n t i o n was pa id to the e l e c t r o n i c s e q u i p ­
m e n t . I n c l u d e d i n t h e l i s t o f a r t i c l e s s e i z e d w a s a m i n i a t u r e 
e l e c t r i c a l s a w u s e d for w o o d w o r k . T h e s e a r c h l a s t e d a b o u t t h r e e 
hours. 

S k a u d v i l ė ( T a u r a g ė R a y o n ) 
O n D e c e m b e r 2 9 , 1 9 8 3 , F a t h e r J o n a s K a u n e c k a s , t h e pas tor o f 

S k a u d v i l ė , was s u m m o n e d t o V i l n i u s t o s e e Ass i s tant P r o s e c u t o r B a -
kučionis o f t h e L S S R . P r o s e c u t o r B a k u č i o n i s w a r n e d F a t h e r K a u n e c ­
kas that i f h e p a r t i c i p a t e d i n ac t iv i t i e s o f t h e C a t h o l i c C o m m i t t e e for 
t h e D e f e n s e of* B e l i e v e r s ' R i g h t s , h e w o u l d b e a r r e s t e d j u s t l i k e 
F a t h e r s Al fonsas S v a r i n s k a s a n d S i g i t a s T a m k e v i č i u s . M o r e o v e r , 
P r o s e c u t o r B a k u č i o n i s r e m i n d e d h i m that t h e Chronicle often wr i tes 
about F a t h e r K a u n e c k a s , a n d i f th is h a p p e n e d i n t h e future, h e w o u l d 
be b r o u g h t to tr ial as a c o l l a b o r a t o r in t h e Chronicle. 

T h e o t h e r m e m b e r s o f t h e C a t h o l i c C o m m i t t e e for t h e D e f e n s e o f 
B e l i e v e r s ' R i g h t s w e r e s imi lar ly w a r n e d . F a t h e r K a z i m i e r a s Ž i l y s was 
s u m m o n e d for t h e w a r n i n g all t h e way from B y e l o r u s s i a w h e r e he h a d 
b e e n w o r k i n g r e c e n t l y . Also w a r n e d was F a t h e r A l g i m a n t a s K e i n a , 
e v e n t h o u g h h e has off icial ly r e s i g n e d from t h e C a t h o l i c C o m m i t t e e 
for t h e D e f e n s e o f B e l i e v e r s ' R i g h t s . 

V i d u k l ė ( R a s e i n i a i R a y o n ) 
O n August 3 0 , 1 9 8 4 , F a t h e r J o n a s T a m o n i s , P a s t o r o f V i d u k l ė , 

was v i s i ted a t his rec tory by R a s e i n i a i K G B C h i e f G a r d a u s k a s a n d a 
capta in from t h e V i l n i u s K G B . T h e c h e k i s t s d e m a n d e d that F a t h e r 
T a m o n i s d i s c h a r g e F a t h e r S v a r i n s k a s ' f o r m e r h o u s e k e e p e r , M i s s 
M o n i k a G a v ė n a i t ė , from h e r dut ies a s c h u r c h l a u n d r e s s for t h e par i sh 
<>f V i d u k l ė , a n d that F a t h e r K ę s t u t i s B r i l i u s c e a s e v i s i t ing V i d u k l ė . It 
was s u g g e s t e d that F a t h e r B r i l i u s enro l l in t h e s e m i n a r y a t K a u n a s , 
e v e n t h o u g h h e f in i shed t h e e x t e n s i o n s e m i n a r y . 
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Mrs. Elena Terleckienė, on a visit to her 
husband, Antanas Terleckas, in Magadan. 

V i l n i u s 
O n J u n e 1 9 , 1 9 8 4 , a t V i l n i u s K G B h e a d q u a r t e r s , t h e fo l lowing 

r e s i d e n t s o f V i l n i u s w e r e i n t e r r o g a t e d : E l e n a T e r l e c k i e n ė , Z i t a Va­
naga i tė , Vytautas B o g u š i s , J o n a s V o l u n g e v i č i u s a n d Alber tas Ž i l i n s ­
kas. C h e k i s t Č e s n a v i č i u s a n d o t h e r s a c c u s e d t h o s e u n d e r interroga­
t ion o f s i g n i n g l i b e l o u s s t a t e m e n t s , protes t s aga ins t t h e arres t a n d 
c o n v i c t i o n o f F a t h e r s S v a r i n s k a s a n d T a m k e v i č i u s , p a s s i n g ant i-
S o v i e t mater ia l t o t h e u n d e r g r o u n d p r e s s a n d a b r o a d ; o f m e e t i n g 
fore igners a n d d o w n g r a d i n g the author i ty o f t h e S o v i e t U n i o n i n 
t h e i r c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h t h e m . All o f t h o s e u n d e r i n t e r r o g a t i o n 
w e r e t o l d t o sign t h e warnings , b u t not o n e o f t h e m did. 
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T h e c h e k i s t s k e p t t h o s e u n d e r in ter rogat ion for a w h o l e day; 
Mrs . T e r l e c k i e n ė for m o r e than six hours , a n d M i s s Z i t a V a n a g a i t ė for 
over e i g h t h o u r s . T h e c h e k i s t s s u g g e s t e d t o Ž i l i n s k a s that h e e m i g r a t e . 
W h e n Ž i l i n s k a s was a s k e d w h e t h e r h e h a d s i g n e d t h e protes t regard­
ing t h e a r r e s t e d pr ies t s , h e a s k e d t o b e s h o w n t h e tex t o f t h e state­
m e n t , a n d after he h a d r e a d it, he said that t h e r e was n o t h i n g anti-
S o v i e t i n t h e s t a t e m e n t a n d h e w o u l d not d i scuss i t wi th t h e K G B . 

O U R P R I S O N E R S 

F a t h e r Alfonsas Svar inskas wr i tes : 
I g r e e t y o u warmly. I thank y o u cordia l ly , a n d through you, al l 

my dear p a r i s h i o n e r s , fr iends a n d a c q u a i n t a n c e s . I wi sh you G o d ' s 
b l e s s i n g , p e a c e o f heart , a n d spir i tual j o y o n t h e o c c a s i o n o f our na-
t ions ' s great j u b i l e e . M a y t h e L o r d k e e p y o u a l l ! Y o u are m y p r i d e a n d 
j o y in C h r i s t ! 

I wrote y o u a l e t t e r last S u n d a y . I wi l l wr i te aga in today, kiss t h e 
le t ter , m a k e t h e S i g n of t h e C r o s s o v e r i t a n d s e n d it. M a y i t fly to our 
b e l o v e d , u n f o r g e t t a b l e h o m e l a n d , t h e L a n d o f A m b e r . . . I t h a n k 
e v e r y o n e s i n c e r e l y for t h e i r l e t ter s . I t i s diff icult for you to i m a g i n e 
h o w m u c h j o y a n d h o p e t h e s e s n i p p e t s o f informat ion br ing . . . . M y 
le t ters a d d r e s s e d to y o u in April h a v e c o m e b a c k b e a r i n g a nota t ion 
from t h e post office da ted M a y 2 5 ; " R e t u r n e d U p o n E x p i r a t i o n o f 
H o l d i n g T i m e " . I n q u i r e a t t h e post office w h y that h a p p e n e d . . . 
s i n c e o t h e r w i s e , we all suffer: Y o u d o n ' t r e c e i v e t h e le t ter , a n d I w a s t e 
my quota . After al l, t h e y o n l y a l low me two le t ters a m o n t h ! Of c o u r s e , 
I was u n a b l e to write a n y t h i n g m u c h : I w a n t e d to wish you a good 
retreat , to thank-you-for y o u r beaut i fu l h y m n - s i n g i n g a n d to w i s h 
y o u t h e b l e s s i n g s o f t h e R i s e n C h r i s t . . . 

H o w q u i c k l y t i m e f l ies ! J u n e 11 wil l mark two years s i n c e I am 
h e r e . I n 1 9 7 9 . . . I c e l e b r a t e d m y S i l v e r J u b i l e e , a n d this year, O c t o b e r 
3 , wi l l mark 30 y e a r s ! O n l y i t i s too b a d that I h a v e b e e n u p r o o t e d 
from m y h o m e l a n d , t h e C h u r c h a n d m y par ish, w i t h o u t C o n f e s s i o n , 
C o m m u n i o n , o r H o l y M a s s ! W i t h t h e faith o f t h e r i g h t e o u s J o b , I 
r e p e a t dai ly, " M a y Y o u r h o l y wi l l b e d o n e ! A m e n ! " . . . I h a v e l i t t le 
free t i m e , I work n i n e hours . After that c o m e al l sorts of p e r s o n a l 
c h o r e s . T h e rest o f t h e t i m e I read a n d s tudy l a n g u a g e s . I h a v e 
o b t a i n e d a F r e n c h - R u s s i a n d ic t ionary, a n d s o m e m a g a z i n e s . I am 
brushing-up on I ta l ian, a n d l e a r n i n g S p a n i s h . I m a y n e e d i t ! . . . I am 
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w e l l , a n d alert. I am doing H i s wil l , so t h e r e i s no p e s s i m i s m or 
s a d n e s s o f heart . I f G o d b e s t o w s t h e martyr 's c r o w n , I wi l l a c c e p t i t 
e a g e r l y . . . 

J u n e 2 0 , 1 9 8 4 

V i l n i u s 

J u l y 9 - 2 2 , 1 9 8 4 , G i n t a u t a s I e š m a n t a s found h i m s e l f in t h e h a n d s 
o f t h e V i l n i u s K G B . Also i n t e r r o g a t e d w e r e his wife a n d son. O n e gets 
t h e i m p r e s s i o n that t h e y w a n t to l a b e l h i m a p s y c h i a t r i c c a s e , a n d 
thus b r e a k his spirit. T h i s i s a w h o l e c h a i n of p s y c h o l o g i c a l terror, t h e 
c u l m i n a t i o n o f w h i c h took p l a c e D e c e m b e r 1 4 - 3 1 , 1 9 8 2 . ( s ic) A t that 
t i m e , t h e p r i s o n e r s , a s usual, m a r k e d P o l i t i c a l P r i s o n e r s ' D a y , b y cal­
l ing a h u n g e r s t r ike t h e w h o l e day. I e š m a n t a s p r o c l a i m e d his own 
p e r s o n a l h u n g e r str ike, p r o t e s t i n g t h e fact that he i s n o t a l l o w e d to 
wr i te , a n d that t h e y r e t a i n e d his p e t i t i o n a d d r e s s e d t o t h e P r o s e c u t o r 
G e n e r a l o f t h e U S S R , i n w h i c h h e d e m a n d e d a r e v i e w o f h i s c a s e , 
r e a s o n i n g that h e has b e e n unjust ly s e n t e n c e d . T h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
le t h i m g o h u n g r y for t e n days, t h e n force-fed h i m and, w e a k e n e d 
as he was, o r d e r e d h i m to r e m o v e s n o w from t h e roof, in a t e m p e r a t u r e 
o f 5 0 d e g r e e s b e l o w zero C e n t e g r a d e . 

F o r par t ic ipa t ion i n t h e h u n g e r s t r ike o n P o l i t i c a l P r i s o n e r s ' D a y , 
a n d for d e m a n d i n g o v e r t i m e pay, Pov i la s P e č e l i ū n a s , was p l a c e d in 
solitary c o n f i n e m e n t , w h e r e h e s p e n t ten days a n d n ights . T h e w e a t h e r 
was e s p e c i a l l y c o l d , t h e drafts w e r e f i e r c e , a n d t h e y gave h i m n o t h i n g 
to e a t . . . He s p e n t C h r i s t m a s a n d N e w Y e a r ' s D a y in sol i tary c o n ­
f i n e m e n t , a n d from t h e r e t h e y took h i m d i r e c t l y off in to e x i l e . H e 
r e m a i n e d in transi t for a m o n t h a n d a half. 

P r i o r to his sol i tary c o n f i n e m e n t , P e č e l i ū n a s was in t h e infirmary, 
suffering from a ser ious i n f l a m m a t i o n of t h e sp ina l n e r v e s . On 
orders from J u n i o r L i e u t e n a n t V o l k o v , D o c t o r P o m a r i o v d i s c h a r g e d 
P e č e l i ū n a s a s r e c o v e r e d a n d c a p a b l e o f t h e j o u r n e y into e x i l e . N o w , i n 
e x i l e , Povi las P e č e l i ū n a s ' h e a l t h i s i n great j e a p a r d y : H i s o x y g e n 
ut i l izat ion has b e e n d e c r e a s e d b y 3 5 % . 

M a g a d a n 
P e t i t i o n s a re c o m i n g in from a b r o a d to var ious a g e n c i e s in 

M a g a d a n , s i g n e d b y m e m b e r s o f C o n g r e s s a n d o t h e r p r o m i n e n t 
p e r s o n s , d e m a n d i n g t h a t t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f Antanas T e r l e c k a s ' e x i l e b e 
e a s e d . ( S e e Chronicle N o . 4 1 — T r a n s . N o t e ) R e c e n t l y , T e r l e c k a s 
o b t a i n e d a separate l i t t le d o r m i t o r y room, a n d is w o r k i n g as a meta l-
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smith. His m o r a l e , in spi te o f poor h e a l t h , i s good; h i s a t t i tude i s 
posi t ive. K G B agents from M a g a d a n , s e e i n g r e l i g i o u s p i c t u r e s h a n g i n g 

o n his wal l , a s k e d h i m w h e t h e r h e i s a b e l i e v e r . " I b e l i e v e , " 
r e p l i e d T e r l e c k a s , " i f I d id not b e l i e v e , life w o u l d b e m e a n i n g l e s s . " 
T h e c h e k i s t s a c t e d pol i te ly , a n d did n o t insu l t o r r i d i c u l e h i m . 

T e r l e c k a s ' a d d r e s s in e x i l e is: 
6 8 6 4 2 0 M a g a d a n s k a j a o b i . 
O m s u k c a n s k i j r-on 
p. I n d u s t r i a l n i j do vos t r iebovni ja 
T e r l e c k a s , Antanas, P r a n o 

M o r d o v i a 
A c c o r d i n g t o in format ion a v a i l a b l e , D o c e n t Vytautas S k u o d i s , 

( U n i t e d Sta tes c i t i z e n c o n v i c t e d i n 1 9 8 0 o f " a n t i - S o v i e t a c t i v i t i e s " . 
S e e Chronicle N o . 4 6 — T r a n s . N o t e ) i n t e r n e d i n t h e p r i s o n c a m p o f 
M o r d o v i a , a p p e a l e d t o t h e S o v i e t g o v e r n m e n t , in forming t h e m that 
i n protes t against t h e u n e q u a l status o f the C h u r c h a n d against t h e 
i m p r i s o n m e n t of pr ies t s , he i s go ing to fast o n e day a w e e k . 

Š iau l ia i 
At t h e e n d o f August, 1 9 8 4 , M e č i s l o v a s J u r e v i č i u s , l iv ing a t 

Š iaul ia i , S p i n d u l i o 6 - 1 0 , was v i s i ted by an a g e n t o f t h e rayon mi l i t ia . 
In r e s p o n s e to t h e false a c c u s a t i o n that J u r e v i č i u s i s not working, t h e 
former p r i s o n e r e x p l a i n e d that t h e r e m u s t be a m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g , 
s i n c e h e works w i t h t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e L S S R M i n i s t r y o f L a n d 
R e c l a m a t i o n a n d W a t e r Admini s t ra t ion . T h e i n s p e c t o r p r o d u c e d 
forms s h o w i n g that C i t i z e n J u r e v i č i u s i s not w o r k i n g a n y w h e r e , and 
o r d e r e d h i m to wr i te an e x p l a n a t i o n . J u r e v i č i u s re fused to wr i te o n e , 
a n d s u g g e s t e d that t h e i n s p e c t o r first t e l e p h o n e hi s p l a c e o f e m p l o y ­
m e n t , t o find out e x a c t l y w h e t h e r h e i s w o r k i n g o r not . T o t h e in­
s p e c t o r ' s q u e s t i o n what h e was s e n t e n c e d for, J u r e v i č i u s r e p l i e d that 
i t was b e c a u s e h e l o v e d G o d and country . 

I N T H E S O V I E T S C H O O L 

K i a u k l i a i (Š i rv inta i R a y o n ) 
O n J a n u a r y 1 7 a n d April 19, 1 9 8 4 , t h e P r i n c i p a l o f Kiauk l ia i 

Pr imary S c h o o l , Mrs . J . G r i g a i t i e n ė , Ž i b a l i a i D i s t r i c t C h a i r m a n 
Kara l iūnas , a n d severa l K G B a g e n t s w h o h a d c o m e in, i n t e r r o g a t e d 
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p u p i l s : E l v i r a P o l k a i t ė , h e r b r o t h e r J u o z a s P o l k a , R ū t a a n d J u l i t a G u -
donis a n d R ū t a M a r k a u s k a i t ė . T h e pupi l s w e r e p r e s s u r e d t o wri te 
s t a t e m e n t s e x p l a i n i n g w h y they v i s i ted the rectory, w h a t k i n d o f films 
t h e pastor, F a t h e r R o k a s P u z o n a s , s h o w e d t h e m , w h o visits t h e 
pastor, from w h e r e , w h a t t h e pastor g ives t h e m for c o m i n g to c h u r c h 
a n d serv ing M a s s , w h e t h e r t h e y go to c h u r c h s p o n t a n e o u s l y or u n d e r 
duress from t h e i r parents , e t c . W h e n t h e y re fused t o wri te t h e state­
m e n t s , the s tudents w e r e t h r e a t e n e d that t h e y w o u l d b e t a k e n t o t h e 
Č i o b i š k i s J u v e n i l e C o l o n y . T h e f r i g h t e n e d c h i l d r e n r e t u r n e d t o t h e i r 
h o m e s , t eary-eyed a n d b a d l y s h a k e n . T h e m o t h e r o f t h e t e r r o r i z e d 
c h i l d r e n , Mrs . O n a P o l k i e n ė , w e n t t o V i c e C h a i r m a n T v i r b o t a s o f 
t h e Širvintai Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e , to find out on what grounds 
h e r c h i l d r e n a n d o ther re l ig ious ly b e l i e v i n g c h i l d r e n are b e i n g 
t h r e a t e n e d in t h e Kiaukl ia i P r i m a r y S c h o o l . T v i r b o t a s said that no 
o n e has t h e r ight t o terror ize c h i l d r e n j u s t b e c a u s e t h e y g o t o c h u r c h . 

K a i š i a d o r y s 
In M a y , 1 9 8 4 , a s t h e faithful w e r e c o n g r e g a t i n g for e v e n i n g 

d e v o t i o n s , school-age a d o l e s c e n t s k e p t r u n n i n g i n a n d out, c h e c k i n g 
t o s e e w h o o f t h e s c h o o l - c h i l d r e n w e n t t o M a y d e v o t i o n s . A t o n e point, 
o n e o f t h e m p h o t o g r a p h e d girls w h o w e r e ga ther ing i n c h u r c h for 
adorat ion. S o m e t i m e s later, T e a c h e r M i s s Š i m k ū n y t ė , s u m m o n i n g 
s o m e o f t h e girls, s h o w e d t h e m t h e p i c t u r e s w h i c h h a d b e e n taken 
a n d asked. " I s this y o u ? " 

R a g u v a ( P a n e v ė ž y s R a y o n ) 
A t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 8 4 , P r i n c i p a l Vytautas Nare-

č i o n i s o f t h e R a g u v a M i d d l e S c h o o l o r d e r e d t e a c h e r s t o draw lists o f 
pupi l s who h a d m a d e t h e i r F i r s t C o m m u n i o n dur ing t h e s u m m e r o f 
1 9 8 4 , a n d s u b m i t t h e m t o h i m . 

T H E C H U R C H I N T H E S O V I E T R E P U B L I C S 
I n U k r a i n e , p e r s e c u t i o n s o f C a t h o l i c - U n i a t e s are g r o w i n g i n 

n u m b e r a n d in tens i ty . T h e a p a r t m e n t s o f b e l i e v e r s are b e i n g ra ided, 
c h i l d r e n a n d adul ts are b e i n g te r ror ized, a n d c h u r c h e s are b e i n g 
c l o s e d . 

R e g i o n o f L v o v 
O n S e p t e m b e r 2 9 , 1 9 8 2 , K G B a g e n t s took c a r e o f a twenty-e ight 

y e a r old girl, Mar i ja S c h w e d . At a b o u t 9 : 0 0 P . M . after M a s s , s h e was 
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preparing t o l e a v e L v o v t o visit h e r m o t h e r . O n t h e w a y t o t h e ra i l road 
station o n T u r g e n e v S t r e e t , Miss S c h w e d was se t u p o n b y K G B 
wear ing t h e i n s i g n i a o f auxi l iary p o l i c e , p u l l e d into t h e g a t e w a y o f 
C u m b e r 1 0 , a n d b e a t e n . P e o p l e w h o g a t h e r e d t o t h e spot s u m m o n e d 

a n a m b u l a n c e w h i c h took t h e in jured w o m a n t o C i t y H o s p i t a l 8 o n 
Z h e l o n a y a S t r e e t , a n d t h e r e p e o p l e r i d i c u l e d M a r i j a : " T h e pr ie s t of­
fered y o u t o G o d . " Mar i ja S c h w e d d i e d w i t h o u t r e g a i n i n g c o n s c i o u s ­
ness . W i t n e s s e s w e r e w a r n e d not t o te l l t h e truth. 

S k o l e 

B e f o r e N o v e m b e r 7 , i n t h e S k o l e Rayon o f t h e L v o v r e g i o n 
U k r a i n i a n c h u r c h e s w e r e c l o s e d i n t h e V i l l a g e s o f B u b n e s h c h a n d 
G r e b e n k a . 

F r o m t h e v i l lage c h u r c h o f M e d z h i b o z h , t h e g o v e r n m e n t c o n ­
f iscated a n t i q u e ar t i s t ic c h u r c h ar t ic les w h i c h w e r e m a d e b a c k i n t h e 
F o u r t e e n t h C e n t u r y dur ing t h e re ign o f K i n g D a n i l . 

I n t h e Rayon o f N e s t e r o v , t h e g o v e r n m e n t o r d e r e d t h e c h u r c h i n 
t h e V i l l a g e o f Z h a b e c l o s e d . T h e p e o p l e t h e r e w e n t o n str ike i n protest . 
T h e p o l i c e w e r e s u m m o n e d , a n d t h e N e s t e r o v Rayon K G B c a m e . 
L e a d i n g the c l a s h was t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r for R e l i g i o u s Affairs w h o 
had c o m e from L v o v . S ix p e r s o n s w e r e a r r e s t e d . 

L i t h u a n i a n , D o not forget ! 

F a t h e r Alfonsas Svar inskas 
F a t h e r Sigi tas T a m k e v i č i u s 
D o c e n t Vytautas S k u o d i s 
J a d v y g a B i e l i a u s k i e n ė 
S e r g e i K o v a l e v 
G i n t a u t a s I e š m a n t a s 
Pov i la s P e č e l i ū n a s 
Viktoras P e t k u s 
Antanas T e r l e c k a s 
J u l i u s S a s n a u s k a s 
B a l y s Gajauskas 

a n d o t h e r s a re w e a r i n g t h e c h a i n s o f i m p r i s o n m e n t s o that y o u 
ight 1 ive a n d b e l i e v e in f r e e d o m ! 

Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania No. 64 6 7 



INDEX OF PERSONS 

Adomonis, F a t h e r P e t r a s , 3 3 
Aliulis, Vaclovas, 7 
Ananyev, 4 7 
Andriuškevičius, Antanas, 7 
Anil ionis, P e t r a s , 9 , 24 , 3 1 , 3 2 , 

3 3 , 3 4 , 3 5 , 3 8 , 4 6 , 5 0 , 5 4 , 5 6 
Antanaitis, C a n o n Bronius, 3 3 

Aškelovičius, Josifas, 7 
Bakučionis, Jurg is , 6 1 
Balaišis, F a t h e r Antanas, 3 3 

Balč iūnas, F a t h e r J o n a s , 3 3 , 5 1 
Baltušis, Juozas, 7 
Baltuška, F a t h e r P e t r a s , 3 3 
Bastys , F a t h e r Pranciškus, 5 1 , 5 2 
Baužys, Danie l ius, 7 
Beinor ius, C a n o n J o n a s , 5 7 
Bie iausk ienė, Jadvyga, 67 

B lažev ič ienė, Jan ina, 6 0 
Blaževič ius, Henr ikas, 7 
(Blaževič ius) , Jurgis, 6 0 
Blažys, Romualdas, 7 
Bogušis, Vytautas, 6 2 
Bor isev ič ius, B i s h o p Vincentas, 1 
Boruta, F a t h e r J o n a s , 8 , 5 2 
Brazdžionis, Bernardas , 19 
Bril ius, F a t h e r Kęstut is, 6 1 
Bronickis, Vytautas, 7 
Budrev ič ius , Juozas, 8 
Budr iūnas, F a t h e r Petras , 3 3 , 4 0 
Bulota, F a t h e r Alfonsas, 3 5 
Caparas, A. 34 
Charukev ič , J a n a s , 7 
Čepon is , Aldas, 7 
Čepon is , M e d a r d a s , 8 
Černiauskas, R ičardas , 7 
Česnav ič ius , 6 2 
Činskytė, Miss Stasė, 56 
D a p k e v i č i e n ė , J ū r a t ė , 4 2 
D a u n o r a s , P e t r a s , 7 
Deksnys , Jonas, 8 

Dilys, Antanas, 7 
Dimitri, 6 0 
Dulksny s, Mons ignor Kaz imieras , 

1 5 , 3 2 , 3 3 , 5 1 
Dziekan, Antonis, 7 
Fi l ipcik, Antonas, 7 
Gailius, Kaz imieras, 7 
Gajauskas, Balys, 67 
Gajauskas, Konstant inas, 7 
Gardauskas, 6 1 
Garuckas, F a t h e r Karol is, 2 6 , 2 7 , 

2 9 , 3 0 , 3 1 
Gavėnai tė, Monika, 61 
Grauslys, F a t h e r Vaclovas, 5 4 
Grigait ienė, Mrs. J . , 6 5 
Grigaitis, J o n a s , 8 
(Grigas), Antanas, 58 
Grigas, Robertas, 58 
Grimalis, 4 5 , 4 6 
Griškevičius, P e t r a s , 4 , 6 1 
Griušas, 4 6 
Griušis, J . 4 5 , 4 6 , 4 8 
Gudonis, Jul ita, 6 6 
Gudonis, Rūta, 6 6 
Gustaitis, F a t h e r Vytautas, 4 1 
Gutauskas, F a t h e r Algis 

Kaz imieras, 14 
Gutauskas, Mons ignor 

K l e m e n s a s , 3 3 
Iešmantas , Gintautas, 6 4 , 6 7 
Insoda, F a t h e r Vytautas, 5 4 , 5 6 
Jakutis, Ignas, 7 
J a n c e v i č i e n ė , Mrs. 4 0 
Jankus, Pijus, 7 
Janul is , F a t h e r Juoizas, 3 3 
J a r m a l a , 6 0 
Jaske lev ič ius , Vytautas, 7 
Jauge l i s , F a t h e r Virgilijus, 5 2 , 5 3 
J a u r a , Bronis lovas, 7 
Jaura, Nikodemas, 8 
J o b , 6 3 

6 8 Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania No. 64 



Jokubauskas, 17 
Tokubauskas, F a t h e r Antanas, 1 1 , 

12, 1 6 , 17, 5 3 
juodagalvis, Juozas , 7 
Juodel is, C a n o n J o n as, 3 3 
Juodel is , F a t h e r P e t r a s , 3 3 

Juozėnas , 3 5 
Jurev ič ius , M e č i s l o v a s , 6 5 
Jurkov l ianec, Pave las , 7 
Kakarieka, Stanislovas, 7 
Kalakauskas, 57 
Kanišauskas, Alfredas, 8 
Karal iūnas, 6 5 
Kardelis, J o n a s , 7 
Karos ienė, Mrs., 4 0 

Kasperav ič ienė, Mrs. 3 4 , 5 4 , 5 5 , 5 6 
Kaškevič, A., 8 
Kauneckas, F a t h e r J o n a s , 4 0 , 4 1 , 

5 3 , 5 6 , 5 7 , 6 1 
Kazlauskas, Algis, 7 
Keina, F a t h e r Algimantas, 8 , 6 1 

Kindurys, Kaz imieras , 8 
King Dani l , 67 
Kolka, 59 
Končius, Aleksas, 8 
Kondrusev ič, Tadeušas , 8 
Kovalev, Sergei , 67 

Krikščiukaitis, F a t h e r P e t r a s , 3 5 , 
5 3 

Krikščiūnas, Bishop Romualdas , 2 

Kuczynski, F a t h e r , S., 8 
Kučinskas, Povi,as, 8 
Kukta, J o n a s , 8 
Kulak, Kaz imiežas, 8 
Kulvietis, E d m u n d a s , 8 
Kuzmickas, F a t h e r P e t r a s , 3 3 
Kvietkovski, Juzefas, 8 
Labukas-Matulait is, B ishop 

Juozas , 2 
Laur iūnas, F a t h e r J o n a s , 5 3 
Lauriūnas, J o n a s , 8 
Le i ta, A., 4 5 , 4 7 
Lenin, 4 3 

Lidys, F a t h e r Stasys, 8 , 5 4 , 5 5 
Makštutis, 53 
Malachovski , Si lvestras, 8 
M a r k a u s k a i t ė . Rūta, 6 6 
Markev ič ius , Stasys, 8 
Martinait is, 4 5 , 4 6 
Matul ionis, Archbishop Teofi l ius 

1, 2 , 2 3 
Matul ionis, J o n a s , 8, 9 
Mažel i s , B ishop P e t r a s , 2 
Mei lus , Kazys , 8 
M e i ž e n i s , F a u s t a s , 5 7 
Melynauskai tė , Miss Mari ja, 5 6 
Misiūnas, 3 5 , 3 6 , 3 7 
M o c k ų v i enė, Mrs. 56 
Mol is, Konstant inas, 8 
Morkūnas, J o n a s , 8 
M o s e s , 2 4 

Narečionis, Vytautas, 6 6 
Nesterov, 6 7 
Norkūnas, Juozas, 8 
Novicki, Vladislavas, 8 
Obremski , Juzefas, 8 
Paberž is , Ignas, 8 
Pakalka, Nikodemas, 8 
Pakamanis , F a t h e r Algirdas, 4 9 , 5 0 
Pal iaukaitė, G e n o v a i t ė , 4 1 
Paltarokas, B i s h o p Kaz imieras 2, 

19 

Patie jūnas, Z e n o n a s , 8 
Paul ionis, E d m u n d a s , 8 
P a c e l i ū n a s , Povi las, 6 4 , 6 7 
Petkus, Viktoras, 67 
(Petrauskas) , J u o z a s , 6 0 
Petrauskas, Martynas, 6 0 
Petrav ič ius , Mykolas, 8 
Petronis , Alfonsas, 8 
Petry la , Gintautas, 57 
Pilka, C a n o n J o n a s , 3 5 
Polka, Juozas , 6 6 
Polkaitė, Elv i ra, 6 6 
Po lk ienė, Ona, 6 6 
Pomar iov , Dr. , 64 
P o p e J o h n P a u l I I , 3 , 4 , 4 1 

Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania No. 64 6 9 



Poškus, Juozas, 8 
Pov i lon is , B i s h o p L iudv ikas , 2 , 

1 5 , 4 1 , 5 4 , 5 6 
Pranev ič ius , F a t h e r J o n a s , 3 3 
Pranka, Juozas , 8 
Pre ikšas, F a t h e r Juozas , 4 1 
Puidokas, Juozas , 8 
Puidokas, Stasys, 8 
Pukėnas , Kaz imieras, 8 
Pur lys , P e t r a s , 8 
Puzonas, F a t h e r Rokas, 3 5 , 6 6 
Pūkas, Vytautas, 8 
Radomskis, Luki janas, 8 
Ramanauskas, B i s h o p P r a n a s , 1 ,2 , 

3 2 
Rauda, C a n o n P e t r a s , 3 1 , 3 2 , 5 0 , 5 1 
R a u d i e n ė , Rūta, 4 2 
Rebšys , F a t h e r Ričardas, 5 2 
Rainys , A r c h b i s h o p M e č i s l o v a s , 

1 , 2 
Rūkas, Vytautas, 8 
Saint Bernard, 2 0 
Saint Cas imir , 3 , 4 , 9 , 1 0 , 1 1 , 1 2 , 

1 3 , 1 5 , 17, 1 8 , 1 9 , 2 1 , 2 2 , 3 2 
Saint Pau l , 1 0 , 2 2 
Saint P e t e r , 1 0 
Sakavičius, Bronius , 8 
Sasnauskas, Jul ius, 67 
Saulius, Just inas, 8 
Savickas, Bron ius , 5 6 
Savickas, L e o n a s , 8 
Savickas, Mari jonas, 8 
S c h w e d , Marija, 6 6 , 6 7 
Semaška, F a t h e r Liudvikas, 3 8 
Simonait is, Antanas, 8 
Siurpl ienė, Jadvyga, 4 2 
Skuodis, Vytautas, 6 5 , 6 7 
Sladkevič ius B i s h o p 

Vincentas , 2 , 15 
Stalin, 2 
S t e p o n a v i č i u s , B i s h o p Jul i jonas 

2 , 3, 6, 7, 8 , 1 2 , 1 3 , 1 4 , 1 5 , 
3 1 , 3 2 , 4 0 , 5 0 , 5 1 

Stonys, Martynas, 8 
Sužiedėl is, Simas, 19 

Svarinskas, F a t h e r Alfonsas, 3, 4, 
6 , 9 , 1 8 , 1 9 , 2 6 , 2 7 , 3 1 , 3 4 , 3 5 , 
3 6 , 4 1 , 5 9 , 6 1 , 6 3 , 6 7 

Šeškevičius, F a t h e r Antanas, 4 5 , 
4 6 , 4 7 , 4 8 

(Šeškevič ius) , Kazys, 4 5 
Šimkūnytė, Miss, 6 6 
Slėnys, Jordanas, 8 
Tamkev ič ius , F a t h e r Sigitas, 3 , 4 , 

6 , 9 , 1 8 , 1 9 , 2 6 , 3 1 , 3 4 , 3 5 , 
4 1 , 5 3 , 5 9 , 6 1 , 6 2 , 6 7 

Tamonis , F a t h e r J o n a s , 6 1 
Tamulait is, Alfonsas, 8 
Taraškev ič ius, Čes lovas, 8 
Tarvydas, Petras , 8 
T e r l e c k a s , Antanas, 6 2 , 6 4 , 6 5 , 6 7 
(Ter leckas ) P r a n a s , 6 5 
T e r l e c k i e n ė , E l e n a , 6 2 , 6 3 
Trusev ič ius (Trusev ič ) , F a t h e r 

Adolfas, 8 
Tunait is, J u o z a s , 8 
Tunait is, Steponas, 8 
Tvirbotas, 6 6 
U l b i e n ė , M r s . 4 1 
Ul ickas, Albertas, 8 
U r b o n a s , Juozas , 8 , 4 1 
Vaičekonis, F a t h e r Pranc iškus 8 , 

1 1 , 1 2 , 1 3 , 1 5 , 1 6 , 17 
Vaičionis, F a t h e r Kaz imieras , 8 , 

1 0 , 1 2 , 18 
Vaičiulaitis, F a t h e r Romualdas , 3 4 
Va ič ius , B i s h o p Antanas, 2 , 1 3 , 

1 5 , 3 8 , 5 6 
Vaitonis, J o n a s , 8 
Valančiauskas, D o m a s , 8 
Valančius, B i s h o p Motie jus, 2 2 , 2 3 
Valatka, Antanas, 8 
Valeikis, Kaz imieras , 8 
Val iukėnas, Stanislovas, 8 
Valiukonis, Donatas , 8 
Vanagaitė, Zi ta, 6 2 , 6 3 
Vasil iauskas, Kaz imieras , 8 
Velymanski, Vladislavas, 8 
Verikas, Vac lovas 
Vertas, Juozas, 8 
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Volkov, 64 
Volskis, Alloyzas, 25 
Volungevičius, J o n a s , 6 2 
Zaman, Antonis, 8 
Zdebskis, F a t h e r Juozas , 5 9 , 6 0 
Žemait is , F a t h e r J u o z a s , 3 4 , 5 4 , 

5 5 , 5 6 

Žemait i s , Mykolas, 8 
Ž e m ė n a s , Kaz imieras , 8 
Žil inskas, Albertas, 6 2 , 6 3 
Žilys, F a t h e r F e r d i n a n d a s , 5 6 
Žilys, F a t h e r Kaz imieras , 6 1 
Žukel is, C a n o n P e t r a s , 3 3 
Žulpa, F a t h e r Romualdas, 4 9 

INDEX OF PLACES 

Agailiai, 4 9 
Alytus, 53 
Antakalnis, 9 
B a d a m , 5 8 
Bubneshch, 6 7 
Byelorussia, 8 , 1 9 , 6 1 
Chimkani, 5 8 
Ceikiniai, 2 6 
Čiobiškis, 5 4 , 6 6 
Egypt , 2 4 
Eigirdžiai , 5 6 
E n g l a n d , 5 5 
E s t o n i a , 1 9 
F r a n c e , 9 , 2 6 

Gargždai, 4 2 , 4 3 , 4 4 , 4 5 , 4 6 , 4 7 , 4 8 
G e r m a n D e m o c r a t i c Repub l ic , 4 3 
Germany, 5 5 
Grebenka, 6 7 
Grinkiškis, 24 
Hels inki, 2 9 
Hungary, 4 3 
Ire land, 54 
Italy, 2 6 
Joniškis, 3 1 
Jurbarkas, 3 5 , 5 1 
Kaišiadorys, 1 , 2 , 1 5 , 5 3 , 66 
Kalvarija, 8, 9 
Kapsukas, 1 3 , 4 1 
Kaunas, 1 , 5 , 1 1 , 1 5 , 3 1 , 3 5 , 3 9 , 4 1 , 

5 0 , 5 6 , 5 7 , 6 1 
Kazakh, 1 9 , 5 8 , 5 9 

K e l m ė , 3 9 , 5 7 
Kerbedžia i , 4 9 
Kiaukliai, 6 5 , 6 6 

Klaipėda, 2 , 4 2 , 4 4 , 4 5 , 4 6 , 4 7 , 4 8 , 
4 9 

Kražiai, 4 2 
Krekenava, 4 0 
Krosna, 6 0 
Kruopiai , 4 9 
Kybartai , 5 2 , 5 3 
Kzyl-Orda, 58 
L a t v i a , 1 4 , 1 9 , 4 0 
Lazdi jai, 5 8 , 5 9 , 6 0 
Leipal ing is , 5 8 
Li lėnai , 5 0 
L i n k m e n a i , 5 3 
L v o v , 6 6 , 6 7 
M a g a d a n , 6 2 , 6 4 , 6 5 

Makniunai , 5 3 
Mari jampolė, 13 
Medzh ibozh, 6 7 
Mei la ič ia i , 4 9 , 5 0 

Mikoliškiai, 4 5 , 4 6 , 4 7 
Mordov ia , 6 5 
M o s c o w , 3 8 , 4 8 
Nicaragua, 5 
Pa l i epė , 5 2 
P a n e v ė ž y s , 2 , 5 , 1 5 , 3 2 , 3 3 , 3 4 , 

4 0 , 5 1 , 6 6 
P a n ų Kalnas, 57 
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P e r m , 5 9 
Plikiai, 4 8 
Plungė, 3 7 , 3 8 
P o c i ū n ė l ė , 5 3 
Pociūnėl ia i , 11 
Poland, 4 3 
Raguva, 6 6 
Rambynas Hil l, 57 
Raseiniai, 3 9 , 6 1 
Reiniai, 57 
R o m e , 2 
Ryliškės, 53 
Šakaliai, 57 
Siberia, 1, 2 
Skaudvi lė, 4 0 , 6 1 
Skirsnemunė, 5 1 
Skole, 67 
S u d e r v e j a s ; 8 
Šakiai, 3 4 , 5 4 
Šiauliai, 3 4 , 3 5 , 4 9 , 5 7 , 6 5 
Šiluva, 1 9 , 2 0 , 2 1 , 2 2 , 2 3 , 2 6 , 3 8 , 

3 9 , 4 0 , 5 4 
Širvintai, 3 5 , 5 4 , 6 5 , 6 6 
Šiupariai, 4 8 
Šlavantai, 59 

Tauragė, 4 0 , 6 1 
Telšiai, 1 , 2 , 1 5 , 2 0 , 3 2 , 3 8 , 4 9 , 

5 6 , 5 7 
Tryškiai, 4 9 
Turgel iai, 1 0 , 12 
Tytuvėnai , 2 3 , 3 8 , 3 9 
U k m e r g ė , 5 1 , 5 2 
Ukra ine, 6 6 
U n i t e d States, 6 5 
U t e n a , 3 1 , 5 0 
Vadžgiris, 3 5 
Varduva, 3 7 
Viduklė, 2 6 , 3 5 , 6 1 
Viešvėnai, 3 6 , 5 7 
Vilkaviškis, 1, 2, 1 5 , 4 1 , 52 
Vilnius, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 1 0 , 12, 

1 3 , 1 4 , 1 5 , 1 9 , 2 1 , 3 2 , 3 3 , 
5 0 , 5 4 , 5 5 , 5 7 , 5 9 , 6 1 , 6 2 

Vladimir, 2 
Z h a b e , 6 7 
Ž a g a r ė , 1 4 , 3 1 
Žarėnai-Latve l ia i , 4 9 , 5 0 
Ž e m a i č i ų Kalvarija, 2 0 , 2 1 , 2 6 , 3 7 , 

3 8 , 5 1 
Žibaliai, 6 5 

T O H E L P T H E C H U R C H I N C O M M U N I S T - O C C U P I E D 

L I T H U A N I A O R T O O B T A I N F U R T H E R I N F O R M A T I O N , 

S E N D Y O U R T A X - E X E M P T D O N A T I O N , O R W R I T E T O : 

L i t h u a n i a n C a t h o l i c Rel ig ious Aid, I n c . 
3 5 1 H i g h l a n d B o u l e v a r d 
Brooklyn, N Y 1 1 2 0 7 

7 2 Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania No. 64 



A PRAYER BY 
FR. SIGITAS TAMKEVICIUS 

Prisoner of Conscience for Christ 

Pastor of Kybartai, Lithuania; Charter member 
of the Catholic Committee for Defense of 
Believers' Rights, sentenced 12/2/83 to 10 yrs. 
by the USSR for religious activities. 

Lord, let me offer You my heart and my whole 
life 

for those, for whom your beloved Son offered 
himself... 

How will it turn out, or whether we shall hold out 
should be the least of our concerns. 
We shall truly hold out if we lean on Christ. 
Capitulation will be possible only 
If we become confused and depend on 

ourselves. 
"Whoever loses their life for my sake 
Will find it." How special are these words! 
By renunciation we do not lose anything. 
A hostile world awaits us. Let us not fear it. 
God is with us. God is not asleep in the 
vessel of our life, as it seemed to the apostles. 
It was not necessary to arouse Christ. 
Let us be very brave and God will bring us 

through all storms. 
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